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by that time General Patterson had come up with the vols
unteer division, and by virtue of his rank as major-general
took command of the whole force and issued an order sus-
pending further operations until the arrival of General
Scott.!

About noon on April 14 Scott arrived at Plan del Rio, and
extensive reconnoissances were at once begun by two very
competent young officers, Lieutenant P. T. Beauregard and
Captain Robert E. Lee. The detailed examination of the
ground by the engineers revealed the almost impregnable
nature of Santa Anna’s position near the river; but it was
also Lee’s opinion- that by leaving the high-road near the
point where it turned southwesterly a path could be made
for some distance along a ravine parallel to the river, which
would completely turn the left of Santa Anna’s position.

Seott resolved, therefore, “to turn the enemy’s left and

attack in rear, while menacing or engaging his front”; and
in accordance with this decision general orders were issued
at Plan del Rio on Saturday, April 17, announcing that the
enemy’s whole line of intrenchments and batteries would be
attacked in front, and at the same time turned, early on the
following day. Twiggs's division, reinforced by two vol-
unteer regiments under General Shields, was directed to move
forward before daylight from the position it, then occupied,
and take up a position across the national road in the enemy’s
rear, so as to cut off a retreat toward Jalapa. Worth's di-
vision of regulars was to start at sunrise on Sunday morning
to follow Twiggs's movement against the enemy’s left. X1
low’s brigade was to be ready—

Or SOONerT, if cir

« g5 soon as he hears the report of arms on our right, )
line of battene

cumstances should favor him, to pierce the enemy’s
at such point—the nearer to
Once in the rear of that line, he will turn to the right or left, or

and attack the batteries in reverse, or, if abandoned, he will pursueﬁ&:
enemy with vigor until further orders.”

| Patterson was ill at the time, and & few days after this was obliged 00T
turn home on leave. He reached Washington by the eleventh of June, 818
gave the President much interesting news from the army.—(Polk’s Diar; 1L
56 et seq.). Patterson saw no further fighting,

the river the better—as he may select -

. :':EIVH occasionally
| “Bsare bad shots, an
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One field-battery and all the cavalry were to be held in

reserve on the national i i
et batteﬁes.road, a little out of view and range

“The enemy’s batteries bei
) es being carried

and corps will  veing carried or abandoned, all ivisi
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i about two o’clock in the afternoon Whg
e e bottom of the Atalaya hill, They "
upon by some Mexican skirmishers, alfdwf}ln.:

tifles, wi i
th the first artillery (serving as infantry), were at

- Yceordered to charge the hill and take it.

o
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im: so that all their balls went

by going forward to take deliberate ano damage whatever. In the

BT r heads, doing us , : were going to
g O e went, shouting and hurrahing e o the highest i
; .
e E:ful entertainment, every one in & Stg.e and running up
- detlg d nearly out of breath with hurrahing
citement, an

ime disdaining to think of stopping to
i the same time disdaining
the steep hill, but at

. ’,
recover it.”’ !

i reached the summit th.e small
o theMAﬂ}g;i: inti?lzpfop fled down the othflr 311(12 Sﬁ]:d
i he%{; agsailants, who were exposed, ats::1 e%rlﬂ e
ot b){ : ‘g;tween the Atalaya and Cerro Gor C{) me, i
R trom the latter position, and suffere bszt 513(';-
I‘Ofoﬂm howitzers and part of a rocket ba ergrnSt :
g I%(mll;tilaya summit and helped‘ to hold it age;t this:
e tdeMexican return. 'The American ad-vm;}clz o
ﬂflreateﬂe fore. was checked, and the troops In oy
chel thereh m}selves behind rocks and trees ash e g
Shfﬂltemd t1i31 aarkness fell, when they retu}'r{e.cl tot ﬁi ih ik
mlght' l'minecl the main body of the d1v1fslgn, W .
i Ieﬂfon the ground they had first occupied. o
i the night one twenty—fogr-po_und('er g111
i our?der howitzers, with infinite Ciair c%j b
tWBﬂty-fﬂul’-g hand from the rear, under the (?t i
dmgge'd lip );;nd placed in position on th-e sur;lmuni 2 by-
s hlel?, Twiggs was also joingd during tﬁ]jnfis -
Atalayal {;eer re:iments under S.hleldsr—two. e
g Li.? rk—-Sgott’s orders having been Vameamgnigh‘t,
s o reoiments instead of two. And on tilez ) .
fflg'threet Eme toil and dit’ﬁculty,’.’ as Scott r i)heﬂyéd&
'Wlltthini};x Iilowitzer was put in position on the sou
eight-

i i little over
f the river, opposite to the Mexican right and a
0 !

ile di rom their works. . -
i dflt:n;lirning of Sunday, April 118, t’fﬁlalzksein 2
i 0? Qeott’s army moved to thg general & o
e ith his orders of the evening befori. o
goﬁinfju:d that the body of troops in fron L
a' .

being strongly reinforced, an %
1 Autobiography of an English Soldier, 180.

.~ lorce, the American troops face

. WJPDBI‘tEd by a body

d his men were at once ordere
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10 prepare to assault the Cerro Gordo ridge. At the same
time his heavy artillery opened fire from the top of the Ata-
laya hill, and the Mexican position was also shelled by the
mountain howitzers and rocket battery, which had been
moved to a point further west. Under this fire the rifle regi-
ment, the first artillery, and the third and seventh infantry
were sent forward to the assault, They had to descend from
the Atalaya hill to cross a ravine, and to ascend the steep

slopes of the Cerro Gordo under g heavy fire, A breastwork,

lined by Mexican troops, near the bottom of the hill was

quickly carried, and the troops serambled up without any

serious loss, the slope being steep, rocky, and covered with
thickets for about two-thirds of the way up. As the first
American skirmishers approached

the summit, g strong force
of Mexican infantry posted behi

nd a breastwork checked
the advance of the brigade for three or four minutes; but as

the main body of the attacking party came up cheering, the
defenders “threw their muskets down and scampered in the

utmost confusion down the opposite side of the hill.” The
taptured Mexican

guns were at once turned with: great
effect on the retreating troops and upon their supports sta-
tioned along the road.

While these regiments were carrying the summit of Cerro
Gordo the remai

nder of Twiggy's division had continued
dlong the northerly and westerly side of the hill for the pur-
Bose of carrying out Scott’s orders to take up a position in

the Mexican rear ; but being attacked in flank by a Mexican

d south, and advanced in line

#ross the hills that lay between them and the high-road.

“On coming out in the

N plain west of Cerro Gordo,’
Parted, “and in full vi

ew of the Jalapa road, a battery
of lancers,

" Twiggs re-
of five guns,
was discovered. Genera] Shields’s

ortion of the enemy. The battery
n Lieutenant Benjamin’s company,
from his men, pushed boldly for the
ing their position completely turned,

% gallant general, with 5 shout
don the enemy’s Jeft, who, see
”Weﬂas driven from the hill, ab

andoned themselves to flight and the
Dattle wag over,”
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Aﬁong those who fled from ;shis ﬁ;tocftghe; Ifjglcé ;;rlil: E:z;
i 11 his cavalry, :
?11;&1 Cl%naljf: t?ﬁ:adlztter related, the capture of Cerro Gordo
mself.

i i is men into
Lill and the artillery fire from its suomit threw his

S d
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. As the American: g
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vaﬁcﬁlie descended with diPﬁculty_(oirlL m ;th 01; e
e d the river, and rode up a similar p o
C}‘ESSB At a clearing he managed to collect a 8
side.

he had
e for El Encero, where
of the fugitives and pushed.m(;x:}G hgrcavalry; ot Canalidgi

alizo a o
expzfﬁﬁfé; (f)'nfl: fdefg?lrés beyond El Encero, and Santa Anna was
con

: is flight to the town of Orizaba, more
ComPen?d tonfi?;c g;ﬁ}?jjegégﬁy from the field of liiai;;l{;o s
e thll”’?];e Mexicans on the left of Santa Annga ‘rsaeen begun
g ust related, a vigorous contest ha Pt
and ﬂed, = ¢ right, and the sound of the e
i exueiﬁoubtles’s hastened the steps of & eTegln i
that q}lal':?r ade of volunteers, composed of tw(;)ered st
iy }l;lg sylvania regiments, had been“OI"_ the ene
i er}ﬁ 3lflea‘rd Twiggs's guns and to p1erglee even t0
Va%zeliv:lge:); batteries”; but beforeN}[l 5 badnb;ﬁ];kas the sound
my e of the Mexica oot
i Posfo?gélku;rfrg;iro Gordo was heard. T]? : ]’;ﬁii
of Twiggs's all dicated by Lieutenants Zealous “and the
ekednom W&S]'amMcClellan, of the corps of engineers, a0¢.
and Georgead{ranced with energy and enthufllafnﬂ;n J soion
volunteehl‘sd the batteries they encountere and brush el
aﬁg'z‘;(?l(;se such as dense chaparral thickets
0 )

__(jeneral Pillov
tanglements, and sustained so heavy aloss—Ge

i ted, fell
himself being badly wounded that the brigade halted, &
se

b
C

anything. :
e e

~ and foot, with wagons,
| B train, though incre

Strements, being of no value to
tered them to he destroyed; for
Iotting them, T g also somewh
llery—all hronze—which we

d the high-road, and the main pedg
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him to pursue immediately, as the force which had with-
stood Pillow’s attack and the force supporting the battery
on the road near these hills were still intact. But in a fow
moments these troops discovered that they were entirely
gurrounded ; and as their only means of retreat was by means
of the highway, of which Twiggs’s division was in full pos-
session, they hoisted a white flag at 9.35 A. M., and after 5
short parley surrendered as prisoners of war. Twiggs, with
his infantry, then turned to pursue the retreating foree along
the high-road. He wag presently overtaken and passed by
the cavalry and artillery which Scott had held in reserve, and
the pursuit of the flying Mexicans rolled away on that day
as far as Santa Anna’s hacienda of [ Encero; but beyond
dispersing still further the Mexican army no serious damage
was done them. The Mexicans had had half an hour's start
on the infantry and nearly two hours on the cavalry.

But though the pursuit yielded no captives, the results of
the battle were surprisingly complete. Santa Anna’s army

was, for the moment, utterly dispersed, the road to the city

of Mexico was open, and the whole of the Mexican artillery,

ammunition, and supplies had fallen into Scott’s hands.

“We are quite embarrassed,” he wrote in his first report of the
battle, “with the results of victory—prisoners of war, heavy ordnance,
field batteries, small arms, and ac

coutrements. About three thoy-
sand men laid down their arms, with the usual proportion of field and
“mpany officers, besides five generals, several of them of great dis-
tinetion, Pinson, Jarrero, La Vega, Norriega, and Obando, A 6th
general, Vasquey, was killed in defending the battery (tower) in the

: e Mexican army, the capture of which ga
tose glorious results, . . . | have determined to parole the pris-
ders—officers and men—as I have not the means of feeding them here

%yond to-day, and cannot afford to detach a heavy body of horse

to accompany them to Vera Crug, Our bag-
asing, is not yet half large enough to give an
&wed progress to this army. . . . The small arms and other ge.
' our army here or at home, [ have
we have not the means of trans-
at embarrassed with the pieces of
have captured. It would take 3

army to transport them fifty miles,

ve us

¢and half the mules of this
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I shall take for service with the army; but the heavy

metal must be collected and left here for the present. We have our
own siege-train and the proper carriages with us. . - . One of the
principal motives for paroling the prisoners of war is to diminish the
resistance of other garrisons in our march.”

A field battery

On the following morning, Monday, May 19, Scott with
all the regulars and Shields’s brigade of volunteers entered
Jalapa; and Worth’s division, which had not been seriously
engaged in the battle, was sent forward in advance toward
Perote, where it was anticipated that resistance would be
made. But Worth, advancing cautiously, soon passed the
abandoned position of La Joya, where he found that defens
sive works had been begun and partially armed ; and at noon,
on April 22, he reached Perote and took peaceable possession

of the old Spanish castle with sixty-six guns and large sup-

plies of ammunition.*
The number of troops engaged on the American side may
be closely estimated at nine thousand men, which includes
Worth’s division, who practically took no part at all in the
action. The American losses amounted to 16 killed and
73 wounded in Twiggs's attack on the Atalaya hill on the
seventeenth, and 247 Killed and 295 wounded in the gener
battle of the eighteenth, about half the loss having oec
in the volunteer brigades of Pillow and Shields.
Qanta Anna’s forces were variously stated by him at seven
thousand or seven thousand five hundred men; but from
other sources it would appear that his total force amoun

to over eight thousand rank and
infantry and at least two thousand were cavalry.
dition there were a large qumber of artillerists for the forty

ns he had in position, besides his medical corps ai
non-combatants? The locality was, of course, such the

1 §ee Scott's reports of the battl
Sen. Doe. 1, 30 Cong., 1 sess.,
Ripley, 11, i

184; Brackett, ,
cock, 249-253; Oswandel, 108-136; Apela

Also Roa Bércena, 104-239; Apunies para
183; and Wilcox, 276-296.
2 Roa Bércena, 196.
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eapital, and if he had been in

possession of sufficient means
of transportation he could yu

. ndoubtedly have marched di-
rectly to the valley of Mexico, even with the limited num-
ber of effective men which casualties in battle and the uncer-
tainties of the climate had left him. His difficulties in the
way of moving his troops were not very well understood
at Washington, though Scott’s proper objective was quite
clearly apprehended; and the administration felt much an-
noyance at what they all regarded as inexcusable delay.

“Iwould not only march to the
in & cabinet discussion, “but nna’s army

wherever it was, and capture or destroy it. I expressed the opinion
that if I had a proper commander of the army, who would lay aside

the technical rules of war to be found in books, which required a long
train of baggage wagons: one who would go light & move rapidly, I

had no doubt Santa Anna & his whole army could be destroyed or
captured in a short time,” !

Seott, however, did adhere to

city of Mexico,” said the President
I would pursue Santa A

“the technical rules of war,”
hout the means of subsisting
bis army. Perhaps his greatest anxiety at this time was
that of supply. Writing from Jalapa to Colonel Wilson, the
governor of Vera Cruz, he said: “We already occupy Perote
and shall soon occupy Puebla. Indeed, we might safely
take possession of Mexico without a loss, perhaps, of one
hundred men”’; but the real dangers and difficulties arose
from the necessity of keeping communications open with
Veta Cruz. He therefore urged on Wilson the infinite im-
portance of getting up all essential supplies; those, namely,

that fell within the ordnance, quartermaster’s, commissary,

ad medical depart

ments. Those which Scott regarded as
ble were—

“medicines and hospital stores, clothing for troops,
*}Gfor animals, and coffee; articles only a little inferior in impor-
tnce are knapsacks, blankets, hard bread, bacon and camp kettles;
Sigar, flour, rice, fresh meat, beans and forage, we hope to find in the
WGy, The above lists of indispensable articles, and of articles
0, may not be complete, but it is nearly so,” 2

Polk's Diary, 11, 432,

*Seott to Wilson, April 23, 1847; H. R. Do, 60, 30 Cong., 1 sess., 946,

salt, ammunition,
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e in a querulous tone 10 the War

A few days later he wrol
jency of his trains to

Department, complaining of the insuffici
d of the difficulties of guards

bring up essential supplies, an
ing his communications with Vera Cruz. The first fifty
miles west of the port, up to Cerro Gordo, with the exeep-
tion, perhaps, of one Jocality (Paso de Ovejas), Were a8
deadly to strangers as any part of the coast; and he cons
cluded that he could not leave any garrisons along those fifty
miles. Tt would be necessary, in any Case, he thought, to
supply strong escorts to all trains, in order “to guard them
oops of the enemy,

against rancheros and other irregular tr
who are well acquainted with the country and are natives

of the climate.”
He also wrote that he had expected the rapid arrival of
d had made arrange

detachments of b / Teg 8,

ments to send forward trains with each suceessive detach-
ment of those troops; but he had jusb learned that aboué
three thousand men under General Cadwala
he had counted, had been ordered to the Rio Grande—t0

his great disappointment.‘

«1 have no certain intelligence,’

Taylor, later than his victory at Buena V
his rear of the enemy, and the general belief at this place (Jalapa);

which I begin to doubt, that he has reached San Luis de Potosi

have sent an emissary to communicate with him, wherever he may

.. Here the weather is uncomfortably cool and requiring i
_five miles below, the heat, &%

:clothing, at the end of April; twenty
in March. Unfo £l

cept in the northers, 18 distressing early
11 as volunteers,

yery many of our men, regulars as We
eers are otherwise

great-coats and blankets, and the volunt
How many of the latter will re-engage under the act approved Mart
o days ago, I know not; probably

3rd, only received tw
Hence the greater my disappointmen
troops to the Rio Grande; for, besides

present rear Open for many weeks,
ments, I had intended, as 1 advanced, to lea
place, in Perote and Puebla, and to

1 Cadwalader had been ordered to the Rio Grande

' he added, “from Major General

ista, save that he

was complaining of Cadwalader's detention, orders

him to proceed to Vera Cruz.

.

der, upon whom

t, caused by sending thenﬂ

keep, at the head of th medh

in & moment of pan
- ons were severed after Buena Vista. BV
were beitk
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B i i Pl oo v sy

[ o he was jJOined l‘:as halted at Perote, to a,(élcordlngly
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fOl' the al‘my_” One 11 : a train with some gen Ilree regi-

ment of artillerists J?-f‘iglment of volunteers Wi:{a supplies

BE were to be Iefts cient to serve the f)at h a detach-

division and the two {igagf“‘."isoni and Worth, xt&i]lfsm()f 5

gade, was to take and hoIdI$::§)f:g;?J§llts of Quitma,n’ss(i)‘?:ilj
a, X

beyond it. Sc as
i . ot Was :
ott then hoped to reach P j{:’l;lgifiﬁto a(llfvance

mself with

Twiges’s division i

dependi slon ‘1n the course

?:Wilsnfhgi‘(the a.rrf\-'al. of tl.aingffril;?liﬁe?wo*wwks later,
that by the en‘dpztfz't;t'mn of the War Depart:i? 5o -

thousand, even aft une Scott’s force would ent at this time

er allowing for the disehal'geugl;btf ttWeIlty

e twelve

) s

the call of N
- November, 1846 :
more would be raiced 546, and it w
be raised under a call issiseskgi)?ijﬂ; el
) 1847, of

which Scott, of
Jlapa. Th of course, had no noti
pa. There were, besides, thél ?;3;02 when he wrote from

” .
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