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against unlooked-for delays, and fearing that he might yet ; "1 l

lose the race against time with yellow-fever at Vera Crug,
the greater part of his transports and supply-ships were at=

riving one by one, all too slowly for his impatient spitit.

But at last almost all his men and the chief part of hi§
stores and equipment were assembled, and on the second of
March he set sail for the anchorage off Vera Cruz.

Outside of that harbor lie seven distinet coral reefs form
ing a rough semicircle, some of them just awash af highe
water and some of them rising t0 form low, sandy islands;
in the lee of which vessels may lie at anchor with some safefy
during northerly gales. The outermost island—Verde, or
Green Island—is about three miles due east of the harbor;
while about three miles southeast from the harbor and a
mile off the beach, lies the desolate island of Sacrificios. 16
derived its name from the fact that Juan de Grijalva, when
he first visited this coast, in 1518, found on the island
vestiges of human sacrifice.!

Further down the coast, at a distance of some twelve miles
trom Vera Cruz, the island of Salmedina and a numberof
reefs lying to the eastward of it afford another passable
anchorage near the beach, just opposite the small village
of Anton Lizardo. ‘

On the afternoon of Friday, March 5, the United States
ghip Potomac, one of the blockading fleet off Vera Cruz,
was lying at anchor under the lee of Green Island in a mod
erate norther when, as one of her officers related,

“the man at the mast-head reported a sail to the Northwa,rdl'@i:
soon after we saw the long expected fleet coming down before the:

wind. What number of vessels were there I do not know, but'ﬂ;w .
were more than we could count—the little brig Porpotse under et

very efficient commander Lieutenant William E. Hunt, gallantly
the way. The first thing that excited our astonishment was thegrﬁt

amount of sail carried by the transports, and the next the mé?ﬂ

manner in which their captains threaded their way between the reef¥t
But as one of them remarked to me afterwards, ‘any one coulfig '

the channel in a gale of wind’; meaning that the breakers on thB

would show the deep water. No words can express our exct ment 8

1 Prescott, Conquest of M exico, L, 227.
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way, and was the owing boat,
groujn Ted Osst*;ll;e tfirst man ashore. As th epf;; S;Ilally led the
land, formed mpid?;ch tlhe men jumped out ‘g dslfil‘ft-b(?ts
with a simul in line at the edoe of | ed to dry
B taneous rush and shout, ths of the water, and
€ nearest sand-dun whole division as-

hostile : ~dunes, in f :
reception. To their Surp;‘ise, arl;g tf;?:gigtl_on of a
rise of all

prevented the operation, and it was postponed until the fol-
lowing afternoon. At daylight on Tuesday morning the

transfer of the troops from the transports to the naval ves-

sels began, and by noon, or shortly afterward, all the naval
d, was at anchor opposite

foree, with Scott’s troops on boar
the point designated for debarkation.
At two o'clock in the afternoon the signal was made for

the first detachment of troops, consisting of Worth’s division
a few minutes the troops

of regulars, to prepare to land. In
had entered the surf-boats, which were to be rowed by sea-

men from the naval vessels, and all was in readiness. Each
boat carried forty or fifty soldiers fully armed.

The scene must have been exciting and exhilarating in the

highest degree as, under the brilliant tropical sun, the hoats

rowed over a perfectly smooth sea toward the beach. Two

small steamers and four schooners, all of light draught, were
shelling the sand-hills back of the beach. Three foreign men-
of -war—English, French, and Spanish—at anchor under
Sacrificios, were witnesses to the excellent arrangement
and good order with which the American army conducted the
hazardous attempt; and the American naval vessels ab hand
also testified their interest, with their crowds of soldiers and
seamen who watched from deck or rigging the approach of
the boats toward the silent and apparently deserted shore.
Seott fully anticipated a yigorous opposition. He be-
lieved—which was not quite aocurate—that the castled
Ultia had been “greatly extended—almost T
armament about doubled”
gink the entire American navy.
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1Seott’s Autobiography, 422.

ebuilt, and its
__and that it had the capacity to
1 He also still believed that
him, and not agaitsé =
ent then as it was t0 crities

later that Santa Anna must inevitably march on Saltillo |
ignorant, as Qeott wrote,

e desert, upol

No precaution therefore W88 ' .
, ) Cong_, 1 sess., 216; Com

SGldfef-, 145-150,

onlookers, not a sh
o tow E
line crowned the s Ob was fired; and as the Am
fied the summits of g i
all the ships in the neighbogh the sand-hills the men abog.ig

.th%;uri(]isss glf the landing Pal?t(;rd heerad sl again at
0 S L) 2
vision was followed immediately by th

e vol-

unteers under Patte

b ; Tson, and th J

recula 2 ey b ac s

fofc':lel r?’émd by ten o’clock that e Twiggs’s division of
of Scott’s army—g ght practically the whole

e bout twelve thousg
e nd men, wi
W%e e ome horses and some field a,rt)ill‘g;h
uring the night |
i ¢ a party of Mexican i
g }Il);cligts, dbut otherwise therenwlgia?ltry o
e frovmf,tgrs. .The next morning é)c;iteﬂ’lpt i
o angtttlme on, the troops and the m i
Bk aad fang?orts were busily engagedeI; fl‘fﬁn
Weath , In lan i :
su%)ilﬁ:hfor the use of the a?zi;lege“gum, ammmﬁﬁén] ang
th's division invested the city, beginning at
. a ‘
t}}cltenfilng thence nci*t .
die .rl.ghtfof the American line
vision forming the ¢ .
. tre of
sion marched around b
; b
ying the small village ofe };?:r(%

of the city. - ]
i, €ty thus completing it

g?ttehri% while Twiggs's divi
Auterson, ultimately oceup

8413, on the sea-sh
dc -shore n
vestment, from the lan(c)irth

landin .
g operationsis .
contained in g “
tained in a “Memoir

of eye-wit .

Cong, 2 sess. 1177 ness;soxil b(()3 found in Seott's report, §
) o ~1179: e Conner’s y e,
09, Parker, report, H. R. Do, 1,

83;
; Semmes, 125, 128; Autabiography of




384 THE UNITED STATES AND MEXICO

In the ensuing operations the land fortifications bore the
whole burden of the defence of the city. These remained
very much in the same state in which they had been at the
time of the French attack, in 1838. They consisted of &
series of small bastions and redans, solidly built and capable
of mounting from eight to ten guns each. The curtains by
which they were connected consisted of a “thin wall, proof
only against musketry and of but little use.” None of the
defences were protected by ditches, as the shifting sands
which surrounded the city on all sides would soon have filled

any ditch in the event of a heavy gale.
The country lying between the walls of the city and the

American camps was generally a level sandy plain, bounded

by high sand-hills that rose at a distance from the city, which
varied from about a thousand yards on the south and east
to nearly two miles on the north. The valleys between the
hills were filled with a thorny underbrush.!

The question as to the mode of attack had not been fully
determined when the American troops first landed. Seotf

states that his own opinion from the first was that the castle

of Ultia should be captured under the shelter of and through
the city; but whether the city should be taken by & regular
siege or by an assault remained open. After a conference
with his staff, Scott determined upon a siege, and batteries

were accordingly established, under the direction of s =

engineers, as rapidly as possible. The work, however, Was

greatly retarded by a constant succession of the northers

which habitually blow with such violence off Vera Cruf
during six months of the year as to make any landing on the
beach impracticable during their continuance. However, the
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lled the city from a position close in to

can squadron also she
the beach, where they were partly protected from the castle,

Arrangements had previously been made with the nayal =
commanders to land six heavy guns, which were placed in
position about the centre of the American lines soon after
the army batteries opened, and were manned and worked
with great efficiency by detachments of seamen from the

squadron.

For four days an almost
can batteries was kept up,
by the Mexican artillery.
batants on both sides was
to the city itself, practicabl

unremitting fire from the Amerk
which was vigorously replied 0
The loss of life among the coms
small; but great damage was done
e breaches were made in the walls,
and a number of non-combatants were killed or wounded.
On the morning of March 26 proposals of surrender were
received from General Landero, 0 whom General Morales
in accordance with a not uncommon Spanish practice, had
turned over the command under a pretext of ill-health.!
While the siege was thus progressing some Mexican eav-
alry and ranc
ineffectively tried to annoy the American camps. Shots had
been nightly fired, which had cost the American soldiersa
vexatious loss of sleep, but only two serious skirmishes had
occurred. The first was with a detachment of the mounted
rifles (of which Persifor F. Smith had been appointéd

colonel) forming a part of Twiggs's division. This detack
ment found several hundred Mexicans intrenched among
the sand-hills on the road to the city of Mexico, at & ing
about two miles and a half from Vergara. The Americas
at onee deployed to the right and 1eft of the road, outflankig =
the Mexicans in both directions, and advanced. The Mesi-
cans made no stand, but incontinently abandoned their posi-
siege operations from the American commﬂ&“
1 sess,, 216-255; H. R. Doc. 1, 30 Cong, 28
e-witnesses will be found in Amwwwﬂﬂ;l!dﬁ

heros in the neighborhood had timidly and

1 The official reports of the

are in Sen. Doc. 1, 30 Cong.,
. 1179-1192. Accounts by ey
English Soldier, 145-166; Reminiscences of @ Campaign in
Maury, 32-34; Semmes, 125-141; Parker, 79-102; Wileox,
67-102; Meade, I, 191-193, and Anderson, An Artillery
War, 65-105. See also Ripley, 11, 19-52; Roa Bircena,
para la Historia de la Guerra, 151-167.
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again until duly exchanged. In accordance with a speeial
request of the Mexicans, Scott not only guaranteed protee-
tion to the inhabitants of the city and their property, but
also that there should be absolute freedom of religious wor-
ship and ceremonies. On the morning of Monday, March
29, the American {troops took possession of the city of
Vera Cruz and the castle of San Juan de Ultia.!

What the total Mexican losses were is not known. The
Mexican historians put them at « gyer six hundred,” of whom
tour hundred were killed; but these figures must be grossly
exaggerated. The American loss, in an army of abous
twelve thousand men, Was twelve killed and forty-nine
wounded. The navy lost seven men killed and eight
wounded, the naval battery being specially exposed.

Seott’s conduct of the military operations was beyond
criticism, but the Mexican defence had been marked by
almost incredible ineptitude. The obvious measure of op:
posing the first landing of troops on the beach had been
totally neglected. The landing was effected in full sight
of the city and castle, 80 that, with the slightest energy

on the part of Morales and his men, a formidable force

might readily have been placed in shelter on the sand-hill
to open fire upon the boats

as they approached the beach,
and might have ‘oflicted the most severe losses upon the
Janding party before they reached the shore. Such los&8
+ would not only have greatly wea
numbers, but would have seriously impaired the morale of
the besieging army, even if they had managed to get ashore
at all to begin operations.
Morales, also, before the siege was in command
of regular cavalry and rancheros who were Iespé A
least in point of numbers. These men, if skilfully and boldly
Mexican tmupfﬁ;ﬁ»
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! Balbontin, Invasion Americana, 105,
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