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Indiana, which until then had been stationed in the rewﬁ 4
Washington's battery and had thus far taken no part in the
contest. The two regiments were, however, unable to chedk §
the Mexican cavalry, which were at this moment moving §
down directly toward the buildings at Buena Vista. b
front of the hacienda, however, between it and the mou-
tains, was a mixed mass of American cavalry consistingof
Colonel May’s dragoons and a portion of the Arkansas and
Kentucky troops, and they succeeded in stopping tempor
rily the Mexicans and even in driving them back. =
Meanwhile, the stragglers from what had been the Amer
can left, reached the hacienda, and while some of them eot= |
tinued their flight as far as the city of Saltillo (where they
reported that the battle was lost and the American amyil |
full retreat) a part were halted at the hacienda and postel
in and on top of the buildings. At the same time there

maining American troops on the southern part of the plateit-
owly forward toward the mountain, maik

fire, at close range, both of artillery and
\

began pushing sl
taining a heavy

musketry.
For a long while the conflict was continued without any |

decided success on the part of either army, the Mexicanline §
extending in a sort of long semicircle from the road in frotk
of Washington’s battery, through a broad ravine up tothe
foot of the mountains, and thence northerly along their b

to & point somewhere opposite Buena Vista. Toward theit

centre, near the mountain which Ampudia’s troops had
the night before, a Mexican battery had been estal
under the direction of General Micheltorena, whom
seen governor of California and who was now Santa
chief of staff. The American line, with the excep
Washington's battery, which held the road, was 2
regularly along the western edge of the plateau, 12 i

toward the mountains.
At about noon the Mexican right and centre began Vi

to give way before the destructive artillery fire, and T8
ordered four of the guns then on the plateau to pro
the American left toward Buena Vista, which was DOWEES

. ;__='Wh01ﬁ the American artillery on the
- 48teady fire upon the Mexican columns, which had now be-
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;gm ;.j;;;zafsg,sby a body of Mexican cavalry under Torre-
e Am;lien were unsuccessfully opposed by the

can cavalry as before, and a fierce mélée

- ensued, a large part of the Mexicans mingled with thei
3 eir

American opponents, gallopi
B A part of . galloping headlong through the ha-

e Mexicans, however, turn

: . I, t

the mountains, while another ;;art rode ’downe(zhzacr}; 1(:.10
a ]

crossed

theMe;dlZ:n strgesa:f‘;e a_n_c}l returned on its west bank to join
e S—having thus ridden completely roJund
o y.daLleutenant Reynolds’s guns, which

o clenda as the cavalry swept b :

upz - c&ai they galloped away. e
i i anl_r_); };aiztaf_k was now made upon the left of the
where the Mexicans w;mr;eozg?sz‘ghst ;llfarer e
]ﬁ:a ?ln?rzlrf :gxrd Indian.a.. The Mfarxica?nsh/fz?l;llzsti%pl 1‘9%1'
. withholdii mountains at a gallop, the Americv:; tine
ol \g{ its fire until it could be effectively de:
ol Amerié ex};:ans came on, the resolute attitude of
i e :fn ne had its effect. The speed of the
pulledmmgup i lis seen to slacken; they hesitated: the
o ﬁnea A:nd at length they halted before thﬁ
il an.d - the;_r did so, a volley from the well
e i rifles, with one gun of Captain Sherma s
g tg L;grai;};le and canister within less than a htmdhfl c?
i . a% ; e head of the column that in a momezt
e gave way and fled toward the mountain
gy thzr%\f/} e;;lig;nbem of killed and Woundedj
w@by P e 1}1 cavalry was immediately fol-
st of the extreme American left, which
i y & sharp thunder-shower—very r
thaw Iy season of the year. At the samzytinf(;

plateau kept up

& to fall hack i i
g In confusion toward and along the foot of

s ¢ -
etican o time, according to Taylor,

cers came up, a curious episode oceurred. Some

o X ;
pparently with the intention of opening a parley
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As the defeated Mesican right retired, Santa Anna ordered
forward a part of his reserves. They came in upon the nﬁ
flank of the American troops as they stood facing the retreat-
ing Mexicans near the mountains. The Kentucky and Ik
linois regiments, who formed the extreme right of this ling;
were driven back and down one of the ravines with very
heavy loss, but the Mexican advance was momentarily
checked by the unsupported artillery on the plateau. The
moment was the most critical of the day for Taylor’s army;

but the artillery from the extreme left came up barely in
time. Two more of the American guns Were captured.
Firing with desperate haste, the artillery under Bragg and
Sherman poured grape-shot into the Mexican reserves at the
shortest range. Their pieces, unlimbered far in advance of
the approaching supports,
try from the loft—mainly Mississippi and Indiana—eame
to restore the battle. For some time a doubtful strugge -
continued, but at length the Mexicans began to fall back,
and soon the whole of their army had given ground. Ity
not until nearly five o’clock in the afternoon that the Amer-
can line was enabled to advance for even a short distanté -
and at length, at sunset, the two armies were left standing =
upon almost the same ground on which they had stood the ‘
night before. "
While this long and desperate battle was raging to (b
southward of Buena Vista, Mifion with his brigade of cavally
had arrived in front of Saltillo under orders from Santd

Anna to remain there until the American troops gave Wil

and then to intercept their retreat. The American garisl

of Saltillo, which occupied a redoubt just south of the o

fired upon them at long range without doing any matet

damage, and a sortie was made which also proved morenoss
than effective. Mifion, however, took prisoners one OF oS
They were understood to say that they came from Santa Anna to ask
what he wanted. In reply to this question he sent Wool with a flag

and the American batteries ceased firing. The Mexicans, however,
Wool returned. This pause, it is thought,

attention to the flag and 10
le the Mexican right to extricate e

been contrived so as to enab
See Ripley, 1, 414.

kept up their fire until the infan- §

B nt Balbontin in his g
. o iinressysd in In Ameri
oy g e ; Howard' 0-213;
Historia de la Guerra entre Mé.m’cosy g: 1;raé Ti;gglf& i
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:rl::d vagfbl:a,a;li; Itisci ggogzsthghﬁeld of baj;tle, and shortly after-
ween Sl and e S e
k. t;‘én:sfl{;atl};:tﬁﬁg in front of Buena Vista had died 1
much.nee;ied res?—, roops on both sides lay down to ol:ﬁ’ay’
e - The night, as usual at that seas lin
ol €, was extremely cold, but in view of tgn fmd 4
Dugn eszxﬁge gf hf:he two armies few fires were i hte(]imm :

e ga e night th(_e American wounded were rgemg -d
vy ’i‘ 1 preparations were made to meet th o
< trooa;; or hfielt sure would have to be met in the 1?1 att.a.ck
gy fgrcvg wt}:}ll} Ea,d garrisoned Saltillo were orderedognnir;]hg.
i ’f g ch had been holding the road to Monter .
i ;f};v guns was reported near at hand, and g § ey
e Ertla sent back from Buena Vista ,to hold thW
i twenty-fz ur(’z l?agﬁylzll; was as strong on the mornine
. on e morning of th i .
axl-lm ;t i;lagr;nc;f d:,y .he discovered that gthere vﬁagr;;l&u: t_iay,
ity ‘b(})le lgl;mnle T'ghfy }éif:l withdrawn early i;ﬂ (t:ig
e i Nueva,ly or discovered their retreat they

Santa :
Anna, as soon as darkness fell, had given the order

and fierce fighting of the previous

;t:ln{ ;t:;t;i(ll)y tl.le feebleplight of afhnree:r i?g:‘; ha'fd'hlénnliledi-
- i andew:qsth?g attracting attention from the Aron:i
o a } 1st conducted in tolerable order: but
I et a.l; t]ae darkness increased the va;'io
kgl 1y ;alll nto confusion, the exhausted m: 4
selves on the groguxllr:i 1t;o iesl:%s}rﬁ;ri?rgr s D7, theml}
Succeeded in reaching Agua Nueva b:}zijl:il;&liﬁgﬁ T

]
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There the army remained
Friday, the twenty-sixth, when they began their toilsome

march across the intervening deserts toward the city of San™
Luis. Such of the wounded as could be moved were senf
on in the front, either in wagons oF in improvised litters, each
carried by four soldiers. The men, weary and discouraged;
weakened by hunger, many of them sick themselves, fres

quently dropped their charges by the way-side. The road
was lined with stragglers, with the wounded, and with the

dead. A shocking picture has been drawn of the first night
of this retreat on the waterless wastes between Agua Nueva

and La Encarnacion.

heads the powdery dust which the

“ An icy breeze drove above our
column raised in marching. The pale moon, which seemed to career
mbre scene, con=

madly across the clouds, barely lighted up this so
trasting with the hot light of entire groves of burning palms, and of
prairies covered by cheets of flame caused by the fire at the haciends,

which had been started on the night of the twenty-first and had spread

unchecked.
«The troops who formed the rear guard soon overtook and passed
evitable confusion. The set-

the convoy of wounded, producing an n
ting of the moon was another cause of disorder; and the poor ed
were victims of a thousand inhuman acts. The vanguard began &

riving at La Encarnacion at one in the morning, and, as at Agus

Nueva, each man lay down how and where he could. This

LLS §

also might with reason be designated as the noche triste. .

On the same Friday that Santa Anna retreated from Ag
Nueva, Taylor, who had only advanced on Wednesday three
or four miles from the battle-field, received news that the

Mexicans were beginning to break up their camp
falling back toward San Luis. He ;mmediately pub ﬁ
d on Sunday, the gwenty-seventh, BS

troops in motion, an
after less thand®

army was again encamped at Agua Nueva,
week’s absence.

«The ruins of the village,” say :
ed, and many who had died were lying ﬂ;:

with the enemy’s wound

¥

1 Balbontin, 96. See, a8 t0
Mexico, 11, 364-380.

encamped until the afternoon of : ‘

awd e

| h . be;: Zlelr{hvariously stated. He hi
1% € morning of the batt]

s Carleton, “were literally crowded |7 ¢
itentio him twenty thousand men

the original noche risle, Prescotts conguitd
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Bﬁﬂ unburied Here
B who had boor le::t ;jlll?ed from the surgeons and wounded

in a state of utter disarray annd, that the whole Me

_ men, at least, had d d demoralization: xican army was
their colors on i:h e?&rted, three thousand of :]T, that _fﬂur thousand
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TaYIOI',S horses .

: were 1n A
tempt a 1n no condition .
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walls of Encarnaci lod ot e i e

i clon were so filled with o kGt
ceased to shudder at the re

. We imagin

- had ever before looked upon.”

80 much of §
anta Anna’
move.had -y 45 army as was in a condition to

Encarnaci
advance reached it. aclon two days before the

stony tracks that led to the soy Struggling along the dry and

erehm and dispirited, at ast a
in the 0;2’. tand Santa Anna
el and to take o

th, the remnan

L, tof t
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362 THE UNITED STATES AND MEXICO

Santa Anna’s entire army, including the detachments whicy |

had left San Luis before him, amounted to twenty-one thog |
sand three hundred and forty men; and this did not include

the troops who were left behind at San Luis.!

Santa Anna’s official report states that when he left San

Luis Potosf he had the following force:

Twenty-eight battalions of infantry and engineers
Thirty-nine squadrons of cavalry
Seventeen guns with

To which must be added commissioned officers

Making a total force of

From this were to be deducted the detachments left atSan
Luis and at various points on his line of communications, two
battalions of infantry left in reserve at Matehuala, anda
brigade of cavalry under Urrea (one of Santa Anna’s Texis

subordinates), who had been sent by way of Tula to raid the

neighborhood of Monterey. __
The losses on the northward march, from sickness aa:{ﬂ
desertion, numbered about a thousand; but some detached

parties had been picked up at Matehuala and elsewhere alog

the road, partially, at least, making good these losses. After =
Mifion had been detached with a force which Santa Anma™—
stated at a thousand sabres, the army at Encarnacionoi =
February 19 numbered 14,048 non-commissioned offices S

and privates and 1,104 commissioned officers, or 15,1521

all. Adding Mifion’s command, the entire Mexican forté
on or near the field of battle must have numbered betweel

sixteen thousand and sixteen thousand five hundred men,ﬂf

whom over five thousand were cavalry.”

As to the American force, the return of the troops engﬂgaﬁ ‘

mn the action showed 4,759 officers and men of all ranks

! Rapida Ojeada, 7.

2 Full details are given in the appendix to Santa Anna’s Apslaomafw :

C'riterio, 66, 67.
#Sen. Doc. 1, 30 Cong,, 1 sess., 142.
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so that it may be confidently assum
siderably less than one—thirdyof Santgdil?r?;’g g*lcoer it o
. The losses on the Mexican side were corresponain ly f
greater than tho:se on the Ameriean. Taylor had 746gk?;1 31'
wounded, and missing—not quite sixteen per cent of hislt i i
force.! The _Mexman losses, as reported, were no less t?x&a
3,494, ’of Wh.l(}.h more than half were reported missin 3
were either prisoners or deserters. Thig was about twg a:tn
three per cent of Santa Anna's army. But these fi e
bad as they were, were not so bad as those pubﬁshegéllrgs’
Ea?t{ia, Anna himself. He stated that three days after thz
aitle, at the camp of Agua Nueva, he had with him b t
.QfQUa officers and men, a loss in the week of no less th:),ln
9,247, or more than thirty-four per cent of his original force,
MB(;I‘QOVQI‘, these figures did not include the casualties—
_;r;ﬁﬁi(;;‘ferd they were—which were suffered by General
i ; tﬁtachlljnent ; nor did they include the Tosses sus-
Whjéh " Zssttilmzet%ge?nt dIIiS&Stmus ;‘etreat across the desert,
all accounts at not less than
Emnd men, the greater part of whom were deserter;hr;?
higarmit;res are to be relied on, Santa Anna, lost fully half
Santa Anna’s retreat was, of course, a subj
 hanta Ann , & subjeet of
ml(lie t(;:lattlcilfstzlhgnbtlzz pailrtdcd;D his countImeeD. I(;t }isarsnz:f
Al attle had been renewed
’tﬁilﬁ F?veiliy-fqurth, the Mexican army could glrcl)t“}iz(\irgiigi}g
7_ gae,lél e victory. Th_e mere scarcity of provisions, it wag
Agued, was not a sufficient cause for falling back, I;ecause

ere were no additional provisions to be got short of La

‘eamacion, many miles in th

i . e rear, and as a matt,

.{;&t ::1 tf:llllrned out that with merely the provisions the tr?)rop?:
| them, they were able to maintain themselves for

Woor three days 4 Agua Nueva. The excuse that the men

m o .
e tired out was said to he g reason for permitting them

to rest, :
;‘ mﬁi?if (;?.Tuesday night, rather than for compelling them to
. ©ven or twelve miles back to a place where they

ight have had ¢ i ;
. o fight if the Americans, as was quite possi-

* Balbontin, 91; Apelacion al buen Criterio, App., 67

R R 1 1 (e e T PP
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them. A retreat was certain
t in the ranks, while a prospect

of advancing and capturing the large stores of supplies be-
longing to the American army would have been an incen-
tive to renew the battle. A renewed battle on the twentys

fourth of February woul
losses than the fatal retreat to
ably have resulted in the captur
army, who were helpless in the midst of a host

But more fundamental cri
Qanta Anna’s strategy.
jective with which the campaign was underta.
he advance upon

forces, across hundre
Cruz and the neighborhood of the city o

unprotected? Why did he advanc
make a frontal attack upon an enemy who
to be holding & strong ition i
Why, when he discovere
had been abandoned, did he make
lor’s new position by 2 wi '
did he advance with suc
Nueva, bringing his men,
of battle?

qanta Anna’s own reply to the las

he found Taylor in position in fron
to avoid an action,

ble, had attempted to pursue
to cause great discouragemen

the distant right flan

weary and unready, upon the

ik
at that moment, wo

with’ hunger, or at least
country totally lacking in supplies.
undertaken the expedition was, as already st
paper attacks upon his apparent policy of in
“Clapua” of San Luis P
had done what they could
they kept up a most unjus
injustos) upon the army as

suffering severe hardshz

to embarrass his plans’
¢ fire (dispararon los W19
a whole and upon ind1v

d certainly not have cost any more
Qan Luis, and would prob-
e of Taylor and his entire
ile population.
ticisms were made in relation to
What, it was asked, was the ob-
ken? Whydid
k of the American
ds of miles of desert, and leave Verd
f Mexico entirely
o from La Encarnacionfo
might be assumel
fortified position in the mountains!
d that the position of Agua Nueva
no attempt to turn Tay
ent? Andwhy
h precipitate haste beyond Agus

t criticism was that when
t of Buena Vista if W =
for to fall back without
t for the Mexican arms.

His excuse for havis |

ated, themews
action i 188
otost, Some writers, he protestét,
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;i(‘:ﬁrs. He, too, like Scott, had s
Santa Anna, in his r
g Claiinniltl;: ;eport of the battle, did not, of ¢
ik, victory. The Encarnacion ri oy
e an artillery, and three guidon PtISOHBIjS,
e tlil i }1131‘001“ ; and the news was greei (? IFEH 3
| rpee f?i u_sua,l demonstrations of hi he- iy
ringhn contr&r;r the(jﬁ ,cm,l speeches. In the Urﬁtgedrgzls sy
o )the k 1st reports were extremely gray &113 "
e Wit’h umors ran that a battle had b it
great losses on both sides, and th;te;‘fo?ght
. aylor’s

amy was in a most eriti
: : ritical position.?
Taylor's communications hadpbeéxtll OcI;t oghif Sl

to operate in the nei
By of T neighborhood of Monter .
mpplyytrajnsl:zdand Montemorelos, Urreg ?gil uTravelhng
the neighborhood small d.etachments of ‘Amesia pon some
i ood of Marin, not far north of Man troops in
teﬁ,msters a?ldc?'ptur}ng some “"agons, kllhn OnterGYJ &Ild
bt f,orceslsoif‘mng the city of Monterey ai daTnumer' of
Wtk and l‘etir_:ed .he raiders were, however Shor?logs-lm-
the whole of the s;;]f:c: t}fleTmOuntains:' and thence}-’ffor:wlzveg
mained in peaceabl s of Tamaulipas and Nue ar
ing t} aceable possessi Nuevo Leon re-
.m_% f};ﬁ rer};za,mder of the Wall,(;n of the American troops dur-
il the road bet '

cleared, no 5 ween MOnterey and
Uﬂit&drsi;atg:ﬁlgmm Intelligence could be I.éi zﬁagg? was
ame pouring in HLTay lor’s army, but rumors ;F dll S
}"EhIOUg*h 1\/Iexican)sojfsdJ rio doubt, upon stories recS?Steé
t Was not unti €s a ong the line of th - 1ve
spatches Weref.‘j;}‘e (‘;ir?t of April that Taylo‘}?gﬁ(}}'ande-
Information g ved in Washington, and on tile g
landed negy Vesr reéeWEd that General Scott’s fSame day
e 8- Cruz. The President on th tOI‘Ces ad
o, al buen Criterio, 20-29 a day ex-
2Pl Ty

a8 Diary, I, 433 of sug,

1119, 1155 *ee Taylor's offcial reports in H. R. Doe. 60, 3
R, . 60, 30 Cong,, 1 sess
"

stlEs g

uffered from a fire in the

» passim; Mézico d través de ls Siglos, IV
2 ?
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pressed his opinion of Taylor in the following words, which
may very well serve as a summary of the criticisms made by
other writers:

“«Had Gen’l Taylor,” wrote the President, “obeyed his orders &
occupied Monterey and the passes beyond it, the severe loss of our
army, including many valuable officers, would have been avoided.
It was great rashness to take the position he did in advance of Sal-
tillo. Having done so he [is] indebted not to his own good general:
ship, but to the indomitable & intrepid bravery of the officers and men
under his command for his success. He exposed them to an opposing
army of three or four times their number. The Mexican army Weré
suffering for want of food, and took up their retreat shortly after the
battle. Gen’l Taylor is a hard fighter, but has none other of the
qualities of a great General. From the beginning of the existing
War with Mexico he has been constantly blundering into difficulties,
but has fought out of them, but with very severe loss. His first
blunder was in separating his army from his supplies, which caused
the battle of Palo Alto and Resaca de la Palma. His second was in
moving upon Monterey with an inadequate force, leaving more than
two-thirds of his whole army behind him with [the] battering trains,
& this caused the hard battle & some loss at Monterey; & the last is
in taking his position so far in advance of Monterey, which caused the
late sanguinary battle. I rejoice that our brave army have been sut-
cessful in this battle, but deeply lament the severe loss they have

sustained.” !

Taylor was also criticised for his tactics, especially in
Jeaving his left flank so weak and unduly strengthening his
right, when it should have been apparent that Santa Anna’s
only chance of success Was to turn the American left.

The American public, however, when they received the

news of the victory of Buena Vista, heightened as it was by
coming immediately after the depressing rumors of defeat,
were by no means disposed to be critical. Taylor had cot

quered in four hard-fought battles—the first Dattles of the

war. He and his officers had not failed to let it be known

that he had been deprived of & Jarge part of his army ab ﬂlﬂ

1 Polk’s Diary, 11, 452; Ripley, I, 434-436. General L L.
that if General Taylor had retired upon Monterey Santa Anna would not hSt®
followed him, and therefore that Taylor was right in holding his position I
advance of Saltillo. But this assumes that Santa Apna Was carefully-fﬂm

ing out & strategic plan worthy of Frederick.—(Stevens, 39, 40.)
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yery m
mgyheogg(‘?g;:’};iﬂ he was aboqt advancing upon the enem
o e once a he.ero in the public estimation f:;
B il of tﬁlatter, his achievements at Buena Vist
o conve:))red i hin?.lfi)nl;stlof _the nation, which Congresz
B e R o A
B o ;Ell?c znprzf[lld'eng]al possibility. He seen?fgcsow;;g
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i s s A general wh .
ofogilenel:flraufc administration had done its best ci):];]din en
B e ; 3 victory; and therefore, though he “I?g\e
it arllld }?esli)uihemel‘, and though his T)olitics werz
: ) ad had no experience of public life, the

Whig newspapers with a sh :
B the Presidency, shout proclaimed him their candi-




