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No sooner is it introduced than a few

the prospects of their favourite.
ultra Southern members are manifestly well satisfied that it has been
t they hope to array a South-

brought forward, because by seizing upon I
ern party in favour of their favourite candidate for the Presidency.
There is no patriotism on either side, & it is a most wicked agitation

that can end in no good and must produce infinite mischief.” !

During the first week in February he was even more
troubled over the delay of Congress in passing the bill for
raising ten additional regiments. Could it have been passed
in December, the President thought it would have been of
great importance, but by February the favorable season for

military operations in Mexico was already nearly half over.

“Tp truth,” he wrote, “ ¢action rules the hour, while principle & pa-
triotism is forgotten. While the Democratic party are thus distracted

and divided and are playing this foolish and suicidal game, the Federal

party are united and never fail to unite with the minority of the Demo-
cratic party, or any faction of it who may break off from the body
of their party, and thus postpone and defeat all my measures. Iam
in the unenviable position of being held responsible for the conduet
of the Mexican War, when 1 have no support either from Congress ot
from the two officers (Scott & Taylor) highest in command in the field:
How long this state of things will continue I cannot forsee.” :

But the session of Congress necessarily came to an end o
the fourth of March, and the President and his cabinet were
left free for the next nine months to make the most of the
powers which had been conferred on them.

In the course of the session the President and his policies
had been publicly denounced in the most violent terms, the
war itself had been declared by members to be dishonorablé
and unjust, and yet ample means, both in men and money,
had been voted, after quite inexcusable delays, for carry:
ing it on. The members of Congress scattered, and some
two weeks later New Orleans newspapers wete received it

Washington which contained vague T
fought with great loss on both si
reported that Taylor’s army was in t
sition.

1 Ibid., 347.
2 Tbid., 368. Polk invariably r

umors of & battle
des near Saltillo. Tt was
he most critical p& =

oferred to the Whigs as ““the Federal pﬂﬂY” |
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Warie General Taylor had been scatter;

. ylor ttering hi
30 llllgsn}é:ai?;eds of miles In length, General gan:at Izzgsa =
- garﬁsoi every available man at San Luis Potosi WEE
fantry i G:;vas ltlaft at Vera Cruz, and a division o.f in-
e o thnera Vasquez was stationed at Tula, in th
e bgdie so?thwestern corner of Tamaulipasj whilz
ey nesL of cavah'y' were stationed along th,e road
e uis to Sal_tlllo. But the larger cities w
o lilrn garrisons with a view to assembling an i
P Aﬁn } ga demgwe blow at the American invaaglﬁy
e 8 pre;;argtmns for an advance went forward aS .
e very limited means at his disposal would 4

g and ammunition were manufactured ancf :Iﬁ

maiériel was put in condition for service i yet in spite of Santa,

Anna’s ut
most energy the work of preparation progressed

but slowly. - i
il saidyto ;}; commissary department could hardly have
i » any more than the medical branch of the
e mf;rs, of course, no wagons for transport and
B ents. The press of the capital, however
g sfr orward movement, and in every n’ote of pa-
3 leavé thecaésm, and ridicule they called upon the argla-
e apua 1n which they had been takine th 4
) 0 go out to meet the invaders. e

It was noticeable
s that
@lm and indifferent. the mass of the people remained

“It cann
sy ot be denied,”
San Luis, “thy » Wrote an officer who ;
Patriotism and S:I'hvzczzafs (:fljban Luis has distinguished it:;f“@’ i?:
Tote throu ho - S war. . . . Nevertheless 4
ghout the republic the patriotic fire, the ent}?ﬁe' failed to
: 337 siasm of a
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people which rises en masse to defend its homes. The aspect of the.

city was tranquil; and if the presence of our troops had not given it
a certain martial appearance there would have been nothing to recall
the fact that the nation was sustaining a just war against invading

foreigners.” !

The attacks and taunts of the metropolitan press finally
wrought upon the nerves of Santa Anna and his officers to
such an extent that on January 26, 1847, orders for an ad-
vance were actually issued. The immediate occasion for
those orders seems to have been the receipt on the previous

day of an account of the ¢
ment of cavalry at a hacienda
a place on the road between San

fifty miles south of the latter.
This party was composed of about thirty-five of the Ken-

tucky cavalry, which had joined Taylor after the capture
of Monterey, and about the same number of men of the
Arkansas cavalry, which formed a part of Wool's brigade.
While in camp at the hacienda the detachment was quietly
surrounded at night by a larger force of Mexican cavalry,
and surrendered early the next morning, January 23, with-

out firing a shot. One man escaped while a prisoner on the

march southward, and brought back the news of the capture

to Saltillo.” ‘
On Wednesday, January 27, the first of Santa Anna®

infantry started from San Luis on their march of two hut:
dred and forty miles to Saltillo. They consisted of & bat-
talion of engineers, three companies
infantry, and a company called the
the “Battalion of St. Patric

known as La Encarnacion,
Luis and Saltillo, and nearly

1 Balbontin, Invasion Americana, 58.

2 The men captured at La Encarnacion numb
privates. A few days later another scout
sisting of two officers and seventeen men, Was captured.
all marched to the city of Mexico,

autumn. An account of their adven
tucky, in 1848, in a pamphlet entitled Encarnacion Prisoners, etc. AD A"

pendix to this pamphlet contains the report of Major Gaines, O
the first detachment captured, which is dated at San Luis Potos

1847.

apture of an American detach- §

of artillery serving & !
«Trish Volunteers” of =
k,” who were in fact desertes

ered six officers and sixty-Si%
ing party of volunteer cavalry, cot
The prisoners We
and were not released until the followité
tures was published at L()uisvillf?‘li G

nding Inenty.-firgt, they
¢ February 10
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from the American arm
. : y. The polic .
;l;alhlgs;?epermstently followed u;) to t};l; lfcigll: (1}1/“1 ?}Tcan ok
. ii);,ir had been to encourage desertion gcapture
B erted frfrzw%z ) ;ﬂld a% number of men, mostgr ;;:Iily
- 1 irom Taylor’s force. Some of t ) L
been recognized in the ranks of the Mexican if‘fﬁym;sntlﬁad
ey

b ] e

ha' -
B Februs S‘; f, with the head-quarters staff llgft Smt.
- g Cedra,liy arfd%isssed ;tlhmugh the' towns éf Maiin
) unday, the thirt i
. e
o rt;:;rﬂiss EiinépedL at Salado, about on: nltllli’nfiligdvvhdg
an Luis. The arm e
. y suffered
raigr :;1;1881;&; fotre(lines t_)f cold and from a rem;fl::éi)}f?m
B o o ,O?I’ghé ];r%l;g eIt}tirely_ without shelter, Sef;erg,f
to death. en following the army were frozen
On their journe
Y, not long after leavi .
met eaving Sa
beeni:’;iéil&achments of the Americangpriélofllelgl;:, 33}? il
- n?\a/}r La Encarnacion. To the latter theosihid
B }E . exicans was of the greatest inter:ast ’I% :
- el ch attracted their attention was “§ ; he
il Surr:)slelaéteg 1{)1 a fjlariot of war drawn by eizlilta Anlna
. " y his staff el Sz
equipped,”’ egantly and
of Pa?ﬁlfi-r;ldggdafguowed !)y a number of {;Vomen a%ijég; ?}us!y
fighting cocks, T(Lng which were said to be five loaded n'ltﬁ
and his compa:n fedsecond point of interest was “O’Rwﬁl
fhe holy Yy ol deserters bearing aloft in hich di 4
Oﬁmplimeninner of St. Patrick.” Some rather fn S
going souths appear to have passed between the pl‘l_ntable
- Sa:nt:l the deserters marching north.! prisoners
teached fhe ;?30 don the fifteenth, the Mexiean a
February 17 andlellll  of Ta Encamacion on Wedne é‘m
% and tvs;o ’113 ere they halted for four days. B ts 154
o'clock on the afternoon of Sl‘mdae W:zin
st stage of their ﬁzil;tﬁgyozlvgah:fl was 1tiﬁz;pected to )1;:3 ths
’ uninhabited and water-

,]E . P. 13 lﬁB]I : r » 1 3 163
0 18ome E! ’ albont ) L RVASLO meriean; 1 -
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into the night, the troops were
(IV ?liym;gv:nebygthe roadside for a

Jess region. Marching

halted at midnight and lay o their horses by the bridle
short rest, the cavalry holding iirf; the twenty-second of

lowing morning, ; : :
%tbdam (f}llet};in’f;l :vas :gain put in motion, with the ex
ebruary,

pectation of finding Taylor imme
hacienda of Agua Nueva.

We have now to see what Taylor had been about since e
e hav

et troops
d division of regular
d Worth and the secon '

des_Pgttcéle i expedition to Vera Cm'?oten to Taglon,
2y C% remembered that Scott had wrl -
It fWﬂIln ISTGW York late in November and t?)gt?he offoot till
jﬁl"Stl I‘(’f) m New Orleans late In Decemberzi gy
alt:;gs Ii?]tended to attack Veral.c Ie'llzi‘ ?)?)erations upon the
‘g new and shorter ln : a5 1000
sucquTfU%,MSXiI;O”; that the first great dﬁﬁ;ﬁzypﬁospeet o
capli?lel? a sufficient force to give a ressoirrlming of the e
zziiess before the first of AI;HL Ehiha:git would be neteR
on the coast, and that lars, bWo

i E;lizo?r(:ln% Taylor Worth’s division ?i rl’zg‘a 5;0 r,ce o
Sﬁagi)(; }g(;tterieS, a thousand Ca’va-lg ; ﬁgipzied %eaviﬂg Tay-
; 2 as could possibly . muiie
vomnrfleeg;?gnl?vt% defend Monterey a_,ndG keel():1 ;113 e :
101;cicc))ng open with the mouth of the Rio Grande.

ca

e 7
The letter from New Ol'lgans was not rzgew‘ by
tile early a month after 1ts date. Meanwhil had

until n

Rio Grande, an h the troops
oo to_E&en orders, on’ January 3, t0 1(1181::;3 sent on 0
i W omed. This latter despate ard Ve
above mentioned. Monterey, and thence tow

i ce back to 11 Lieutenant
fjll‘gkgﬂgrzn'ra}’lor i Wis-h Or;rgi&igur?gng alone in :E;
it f despatches, nd the
onls fﬁllzsb::cfgto was I():fzmptured and murdered, and U8
vance 0 )

* y 3

1 from Sa
before his advance .
:}&;ﬂtﬁm’o Taylor was to be deprived

diately in their front at the E

d by Taylor

d failing to meet Taylor had sent

l

n Luis; and his k(l:?ﬁ; .” -
of a large parb
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force, pending a descent by
naturally have suggested t
tance of a rapid movement
the American army coyld
States.!

But whether this information

of Santa Anna is doubtful, Sants, Anna in 1849 published an
answer to those who had criticised his march to meet Gen-
eral Taylor. His defence rested upon two assertions. In
the first place, he said he had only been made general in

he North, and therefore had no
f the country in order to oppose
In the second place, he said he
march against Taylor was un-
ott would land at Vers Cyuz

he information he then had was
that Scott was collecting a large body of troops at Tampico
i order to march thence directly on San Luis Potost, and
when that city was occupied

to advance to the capital 2
American authors, on the assumption that Santa Anna had

really read the despatches of which the unfortunate Lieuten-
ant Richey was the bearer, have built up a theory of their
own as to the Mexican movements. Santa Anna, it is said,

having discovered from these despatches what the American
plan wag,

Scott upon Vera Cruz, might
0 Santa Anna the urgent impor-
upon Saltillo or Monterey before
be reinforced from the United

really came into the hands

was uncertain at, the time his
dertaken whether General Se
aball. Indeed, he asserted, t

“resolved upon g campaign equallin
most masterly of Frederick’
Ve placed him high on t

It Was o launch his whole force jn succession against the two col
lmma. mnto which our army was now divided, and by one great effort,
1 drive from the goi] of Mexico the armies of her invaders, It being

doubtful whether he could reach Vera Cruz in season to resist the land-

g of General Seott’s column, his first movement was of necessity
' 0 sure of bringing

g in greatness of conception the
S, and which, had it been successful, would
he roll of the masters of the military art,

“anst General Taylor, N owhere else could he be s
“Preponderating force to hegr upon his enemy.” 3

, IS‘WE, however, thought the effect would be that Santa Anna, on receipt
of the W8, would at once move his army to Vera Cruz.—(Scott to Marcy,
.4 1847, 5 R Do, 60, 30 Cong, 1 sess, 876,)

: 32.
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' bili-

er prone to undervalue his own a .-

i e Aﬂnaég: ?1]11121‘; till)at if he had really pl;nnlf;ilc? f;,mdf-

par e 1‘!‘;518_ nt. and founded upon such soun E Wr(;))te a

ot s lat ile would have said so. When he e

i ok being accused before the Copgx;af s

e WB}S ross mismanagement; bub his 112 r?t o

countrym? nhiz n%rt'hem campaign was entirely sa i
respeﬁa(t)egic plan, and really amounted only to say

any s

: do, and

: Scott intended to do,

; know at the time what : ess were

hi? %1in0;tta:1§d Taylorbecanss flhe Me}i?: T may be

that he is with cowar 2

; at San Luis wi us and

tauntln%ltgsuﬁfg in view of his own contelillpgrzﬁ;odeaﬂy

ve;y gsent asserti}ons; whether Santa Anna fa '
subse

he left San Luis.! ”

o “thzge‘éfpg}‘ﬁ;s of Scott’s orde:rs of Jm}gﬁ 38,

Heke recell;rimself and Ceneral Butler, Justsontt : say

a:ddress.ed t\?'c’ooria and he at once wrote_ tof czoma. b

gt d 1been ajwaiting advices from him 1? o

th&t hihz?: the letter of December 20 from Ne
past;

t

-}‘ A 20

him ' s under
ion to deprive hi of so large a portion of_ the troops un
tion to

h | .aﬁ

received. | 4
« misunderstand the object of the m 1
e ¢l that T have lost the con .

ve suffered me tq rez.x_mm_‘,:r-‘::?? .
so vitally affecting mtmﬂ& ests

! rote

“1 cannot,” he wrote,

ments indicated in your }ettersid IIl Of: s

f the Government, or 1t Wou ks

2 this time, ignorant of its mtentions,
0

59 |
committed to my charge.

days later |
To the adjutant-general Taylor wrote a few day |

more fully, but much to the same effect. '.

: ing out what 10§
1 i ” he Said’ - fnlﬁll&d il duty IHI carglﬁegg leave tomm ‘ ‘I
: Havmbg, the wishes of the government, ?wts of grave interestid -
hevectt'w t'zn of the department to several poin ot}
the attenti . i e ’ I
ition of Santa Anna's views, ?efe'rer}f; lfl 1}'774.34_ .
1 For a further exposi ?847‘ Apelacion al buen Criterio, 1y ;

| 2 y ] Ot J- 15 1841 I{ :R, 0C 60 0 C()n . 1 588,y 85%’
T 1 r t' SC t an. y ; . . D g 'y 3 g ]
aylo: 3

' tenant Armistead, Major Graham, and Mz, MecLane.

1 | he been
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myself, and not without importance jn their bearing upon the public
service. I have, therefore, to request that this communication may
be laid before the Secretary of War, and by him be submitted to the
President of the United States,

“I will first speak of the extraordinary reserve manifested by the
Department of War in not communicating to me the intentions of
the Government—at least in regard to the withdrawal of so large a
portion of my command. Had I not been deemed a safe re
of its purposes, I might, at any rate,
troops in readiness for detachment.
from Washington when the employm

determined upon, would have reached me at the very latest by the
8th of December—in time to suspend the movement on Victoria, to

spare a portion of the army, including myself, g long and expensive

march of 400 miles, and to prevent the murder of young officer with

important despatches, now in the hands of the enemy. But, up to

this moment, I have not received 5 syllable from the Department of
War on this subject. . . .

“Again I would respectfully state that no r
to my communications of October 15,
12, replying, respectively, to the despa

pository
have been instructed 1o hold the
A special messenger, despatched
ent of Major General Scott was

eply has been received
November 8, and November
tches brought out by Lieu-

In those
communications I expressed fully and fr

ankly my views on many im-
portant points connected with the prosecution of the campaign, and
Teason to expect at least the court

esy of an acknowledgment,
“While exercising 5 command whic

h, it is well known, I never
sought, it has been my constant aim to perfo

rm my whole duty with-
out fear and without favor. The best interests of the service and the

the above particulars, I am constrained ¢
Possess the confidence of the governmen
the President did not think it proper,

o believe that I no longer
t. I can only regret that
while withdrawing so large a
er above indicated, to relieve
onger serve the country with
t so indispensable to suceess,” 1

e from & position where [ can no |
that assurance of confidence and suppor

Sf:;u‘tt with unusual reticence replied to the letter addressed

 him, saying that there were some expressions in it which,

 he wisheq to forget them, he would not specify or recall;

within reach of Taylor at the time he called for
90ps he would haye consulted him fully, but, as it was, he

! Taylor to Adjutant—Genera.I, Jan. 27, 1847; ibid., 1100-1102,
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had been compelled

extent in the dark. And, he added,

d to
terey. 1 know this to be the wish of

i . among them,
in which I concur; a P
l(;e;:r(;ﬁ against small detachments and po

ived this letter he w
When Taylor re*::ewedof e es e
Jse in respect to the movgments of the :
N which remained with ?m(l). :
o with Seott’s demands, he had only -ivivl 8q s
oo batteries of field artillery
f regular artillery
two regiments of

: i f voluriteer
cansas), and eight regiments 0
(Kentucky and Arka )f’ ;1“ illerg- Of the volunteers,

s Mississippi Riﬁes—hade; :

three regiments of vtcgun .
i Monterey 1

infantry held the river and the line from

i

Saltillo, and in no frame
or anybody
body of troops

ular cavalry, four
guns), one company o
citadel in Monterey,

snfantry with two pieces ol art
1;1;: I;e:c;ryiment——.lef:ferson ]')g.vxs’
been under fire. In addition,

amargo.’
% Untri% the first of Febru 1-,
Monterey, and had then se
Two or three d.a)_-'s before, .
General Wool giving an a(;(;:cl)e 3
reconnoitring parties from
ments of cavalry, w

ary Tayl

forward

approach of the enemy.
’II';I;rlor to the front.

On arriving at Saltillo Taylor found everything qui

The force which made the recent, cap

26, 1847
1 Seott to Taylor, Jan. 26,
+Taylor's _let.t.ers to Doctor W
with complaints agains ettc
Spilenep s 10 S0NR: s 2
s Taylor to Adjutan '
1097.

to act promptly and to a considerable 8

the Gov g o S
that the enemy intends fo

or himself had remained ab

he had received reports from |
t of the capture of the tWO_ =
ntucky and Arkansas

hich, Wool statt-;d, was c}u;ets e M |
obedience of orders in failing to maintain pic |

: arms of the
were nightly al T
Wool also reported that 1;hﬁ;rev-;as this news that bm#}

3 BUENA VISTA
MEXI

composed entirely of cavalry, and was believed to have
fallen back to Matehuala; and he also was informed that
a large portion of the troops at San Luis Potosf had taken
the direction of Vera Cruz. Op February 5 he removed his
head-quarters to Agua Nueva, a hacienda about eighteen
miles south of Saltillo, leaving only seven companies of
volunteer infantry to hold the city.

While in camp at Agua N ueva, only a day or two after
reaching it, he received Scott’s letter advising him to aban-
don Saltillo. Taylor chose

to consider Secott’s lan
advice merely and not as an order.

345

make no detachments,
ce, mUCh beyond Mm. "
ernment founded on

1”1

as already south of
t advice from Scott guage as
After comply-
adrons of reg-
stationed at the
volunteer cavalry

“I'beg leave to say,” he wrote in reply,
pation of that city, or rather a position in it
due defence of the line which [ am now
therefore, established g camp at this point,
of Saltillo, and shall concentrate here all th
small garrison left in that city.
unless T am positively ordered
Washington, to which my views

fully communicated.” 1

that I consider the oecy-

s front, as essential to the
reduced to hold.

I have,
eighteen miles in advance
e troops in front, except a
Itis my purpose to hold this position,
to fall back by the government at
and the position of affairs here are

Olllf

On the same day he wrote the adjutant-general at Wagh-
ington as follows:

; ) “Although advised by
in person for “ Lam confirmed in my pu
this position in its front.
Upon volunteer troops of
ined, there are powerful
Wemity of the pass rather th
supplies for a long distance i

il engagement in the field o

we fall back upon Monterey, he could es

be in position to annoy
ications,” 2

Major General Scott to evacuate Saltillo,
rpose of holding not only that point, but
Not to speak of the pernicious moral effect
falling back from points which we have

military reasons for occupying this ex-
an the other, The scarcity of water and
n front compels the enemy either to risk
r to hold himself aloof from us; while, if
tablish himself strong at Sal-
more effectually our flanks and our

g
entirely to @i

ture, he lerned, W8

above. o
. 307, 15846, are il

At Agua Nueva, therefore, Tay

lor stubbornly remained,

s and keeping a watchful ey

e for any
ement on the part of the Mexicans. Op

dn]]mg his raw troop
Indications of mov

! Taylor to Secott, Feb. 7, 1847; ihid., 1162.
* Taylor to

Adjutant—General, Feb. 7, 1847; ibid., 1110,
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February 7 he wrote that there was understood to beno
considerable force in his front, and he did not think it likely
uld be made in thisdi

“that any serious demonstration wo
rection.” A week later he wrote that he had been joined

by General Wool with all the remaining troops left in the rear,
and that rumors reached the camp from time to time of the
projected advance of a Mexican force upon this position—
“hut 1 think such 2 movement improbable.”’ On that
same day Santa Anna’s whole army was encamped at Salado,

some sixty miles distant.
When Santa Anna advan
sarily compelled to pass through t

nacion. From that point he had
_ The first and best road was the direct one pass

ing through Agua Nueva.
Encarnacion westerly to 2 P
where there was a well and a tank, and whence a road

through the pass known as the Puert
road leading from Parras 10 Saltillo, and then fell into the

main road north
Taylor's position from the west. The third road, which

was barely passable for artillery, led to the westward

through a hacienda known as La Hedionda, whence & pa
led through the mountains coming into the main road not

far to the northward of Agua Nueva,

the east. .
By Saturday, the twentieth of February, Taylor recelvd

information to t
eral Mifion, whi

men, was operating
g hacienda known as Potost, about sixty m

and that Santa Anna’s main force was advancing 0B S

rect road from San
Encarnacion. But Taylor still thought that his ad

position at Agua Nueva should be maintained.

pointed out in writing to the adjutant—general

thirty-five miles south of Agua Nueva to La Encarnat
Same to same, Feb. 14, 1847; ibid- 1113.

ced from Salado, he was neces
he hacienda of La Encar

oh was estimated at about tWO thousant

the choice of three routes '

d road led from Ia 1

o del Capulin to the =

of Agua Nueva, thus completely turning |

thus turning it from .'

he effect that a force of cavalry under el

in the mountains, with head-quartersét
iles east of Saltillo, |

Luis Potos through Cedral and I

As be ol
, the v&'lliﬁL
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was through a waterle
ss desert. If, t
oty sk h A cang b e
the field of g;rtlumacflé his men and animals If;v Ozlgnaac%vance
: : e after a fatigui 8 o
immediate exerti tiguing march, unfit
- ess i(:)‘;leré;}oxgl,l and with the sole Supplytoi‘or further
guage of a Mexi e Americans. Santa Anna, i water in
exican author, would thus place’ hui]s the lan-
men in

the position of havi
v g to .
get a drink of Water.g conquer their enemy in order to

“Tt is certainl
y very hard th .
carefully examin at voluntarily, either b :
should have ﬁsk:dt}t]}?ec;:iztrg i uncalci?::lifleghﬁ dltd n}(:t
upon the illusory id of our arms and the fat ot
must have marc{leld eta _olf ,Carrymg a strong position eb(:f thle republic
welve leagues without water a,n d.wfi? dl-ers who
0, in order

to drink, were unde
T th i .
of the bayonet,” ! € necessity of carrying a fortress at the point
n

Agua Nueva, ho
1 va, however, was far f i
si;zi:; ?éli Zs ool, his second in comm;grcll] sl&)agllflgt a\‘h guies
i 1;(1 important to drill their m:an than?‘, o
thing whalt)everre;lvﬁhmgnts, and it does not appea.r(;}?attfempt
as done : =
m‘le‘zg?h of the position. foaed nddiog 6 SR naturﬁl
ylor remained without defini
exican ut definite informati
a reconno?i?ivnements’ until at daybreak on sﬁff; s ?he
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