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almost every bill, no m
that of the war, was ap
the question of slavery €
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On January 4, 1847, Preston King, of New York, af
tempted to obtain leave to introduce in the Senate &
bill appropriating three million dollars, which contained a8
one of its clauses the famous proviso. Leave was refused,
but a similar bill was soon after reported in both houses
—on January 19 in the Senate and on January 20 in the
House—by the chairmen of the appropriate committees,
:n which King's preamble and appropriating clause were
exactly copied, but no allusion was made to the question
of slavery. It wasin the course of the discussion over this

bill that Wilmot again offered his proviso as above stated.
ed in both houses. In

The proviso was ultimately defeat
the Senate, the bill as reported from the Committee on
Foreign Relations was passed at one o'clock in the morm=
ing of March 2 by a strict party vote of 29 to 24, Calhoun
voting in the affirmative. On the next day, March 3,
Wilmot again moved his proviso in Committee of the Whole,
and it was then carried by a vote of 90 to 80. Bub with

every succeeding vote In the House the proviso was Votet

down. The clause was struck out of the bill in the House
by a vote of 102 to 97; a motion to lay the bill on the
table was lost by 87 to 114; and the bill, minus the proviso,

was passed by a vote of 115 to 8l.

The bill as finally passed recited that it was desirable t0

terminate the existing war upon
to both nations; that the President had already given assul*

ances to the government of Mexico of his desire t0 settle al

questions between the two coun

satisfactory terms; and that the President might possiply
be able to conclude a treaty of peace if means for that Objﬁﬁf ‘

were at his disposal. It further,recite
ment of so many complicated ¥uestions as now exist B¢ -
{ween the two countries, it may possibly happen that 88

terms just and honorable |
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By an act of January 28, 1847, Congress authorized
an issue of either short notes (one or two years) or, in the
President’s discretion, twenty-year bonds, for the purpose
of financing the war.' '

By another act, of February 11, ten additional regiments
were to be added to the regular army “for and during
the war with Mexico,” one or more of which might be o
ganized and equipped as “voltigeurs, and as foot-riflemen,
and be provided with a rocket and mountain howitzer bats
tery.” The same act authorized some additional officers, a
number of chaplains and surgeons, and provided for com-
pensation for men who were wounded in the war.?

By an act of March 3, authority was given to organize
these new Tegiments into brigades and divisions and, “if
the efficiency of the service shall require it,” to appoint
three brigadier and two major generals. The same act made
numerous other provisions tending to increase the efficiency
of the army.? )

The President on the same day availed himself of the
authority conferred upon him, and nominated as major-
generals Thomas H. Benton, of Missouri, and William Cum-
mings, of Georgia; and as brigadier-generals George Cad-
walader, of Pennsylvania, Enos B. Hopping, of New York,
and Franklin Pierce, of New Hampshire—the same Pierce
who had just before declined a nomination as Attorney
General. All five of the nominees were at once confirmed;.
but Benton within the next few days declined the appoint:
ment when he discovered that he could not supersede &

nior officers in the field.* ; ‘

The President all through the session had been in a stafe
of the utmost impatience over
of what he regarded as perfectly irrelevant subjects. T
distracted state of the Democratic party was his constalk

1 An Act authorizing the issue of Treasury Notes, a Loan

poses; 9 U, 8. Btat. ab Large, 118.
2 An Act to raise for a limited Time an additional milil

and for other Purposes ; ibid., 184.
1 Polk’s Diary, 11, 406-419, passim.
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fopic of conversation. I
Ic on.  Slavery, he thought
ﬁ%@:ﬁs@;echog with the ’war in Mgexi:sci3 (;li'kilsh};&:e e
e g) nneczvit ch' might be concluded with that couliifms
e th“r;th the‘ a.ppropriations for prosecutin :life
. ;in L lz ari mlllil(.)n appropriation with a Vie:gw to
» can result in no good, but must divi
&ﬁ?n bayg ia% ;iif;orlllal illllle &lllea,d to the worst consecgl‘;;iiegh’?
. ‘ e thought not only unwise but wickec
znd he r.egarded the slavery question as “assumi bl s
most 1mportant aspect.” ! i

As the weeks pa ’
helless passed, the President felt more and more
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No sooner is it introduced than a few

the prospects of their favourite.
ultra Southern members are manifestly well satisfied that it has been
t they hope to array a South-

brought forward, because by seizing upon I
ern party in favour of their favourite candidate for the Presidency.
There is no patriotism on either side, & it is a most wicked agitation

that can end in no good and must produce infinite mischief.” !

During the first week in February he was even more
troubled over the delay of Congress in passing the bill for
raising ten additional regiments. Could it have been passed
in December, the President thought it would have been of
great importance, but by February the favorable season for

military operations in Mexico was already nearly half over.

“Tp truth,” he wrote, “ ¢action rules the hour, while principle & pa-
triotism is forgotten. While the Democratic party are thus distracted

and divided and are playing this foolish and suicidal game, the Federal

party are united and never fail to unite with the minority of the Demo-
cratic party, or any faction of it who may break off from the body
of their party, and thus postpone and defeat all my measures. Iam
in the unenviable position of being held responsible for the conduet
of the Mexican War, when 1 have no support either from Congress ot
from the two officers (Scott & Taylor) highest in command in the field:
How long this state of things will continue I cannot forsee.” :

But the session of Congress necessarily came to an end o
the fourth of March, and the President and his cabinet were
left free for the next nine months to make the most of the
powers which had been conferred on them.

In the course of the session the President and his policies
had been publicly denounced in the most violent terms, the
war itself had been declared by members to be dishonorablé
and unjust, and yet ample means, both in men and money,
had been voted, after quite inexcusable delays, for carry:
ing it on. The members of Congress scattered, and some
two weeks later New Orleans newspapers wete received it

Washington which contained vague T
fought with great loss on both si
reported that Taylor’s army was in t
sition.

1 Ibid., 347.
2 Tbid., 368. Polk invariably r

umors of & battle
des near Saltillo. Tt was
he most critical p& =

oferred to the Whigs as ““the Federal pﬂﬂY” |

CHAPTER XL
BUENA VISTA

Warie General Taylor had been scatter;
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30 llllgsn}é:ai?;eds of miles In length, General gan:at Izzgsa =
- garﬁsoi every available man at San Luis Potosi WEE
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e uis to Sal_tlllo. But the larger cities w
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e very limited means at his disposal would 4

g and ammunition were manufactured ancf :Iﬁ

maiériel was put in condition for service i yet in spite of Santa,

Anna’s ut
most energy the work of preparation progressed

but slowly. - i
il saidyto ;}; commissary department could hardly have
i » any more than the medical branch of the
e mf;rs, of course, no wagons for transport and
B ents. The press of the capital, however
g sfr orward movement, and in every n’ote of pa-
3 leavé thecaésm, and ridicule they called upon the argla-
e apua 1n which they had been takine th 4
) 0 go out to meet the invaders. e

It was noticeable
s that
@lm and indifferent. the mass of the people remained

“It cann
sy ot be denied,”
San Luis, “thy » Wrote an officer who ;
Patriotism and S:I'hvzczzafs (:fljban Luis has distinguished it:;f“@’ i?:
Tote throu ho - S war. . . . Nevertheless 4
ghout the republic the patriotic fire, the ent}?ﬁe' failed to
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