
CHAPTER XXXIX 

ANTI-CLERICALISM ANO ANTI-SLA VERY 

THE authorities in Mexico, unlike those in the United 
States, gave themselves very little concern about plans of 
campaign. The problems with which they had to deal were 
far more fundamental, for they were problems involving 
the bare existence of an army. It had only been by dint of 
great exertions that a few thousand men could be assembled 
at Monterey; and it became daily more and more difficult 
to equip or subsist a force of any respectable size. Tbe 
difficulty resolved itself, of course, into a lack of money; 
and how money was to be raised f or the army was, in tbe 
last analysis, the problem set before the Mexican govem
ment. There was but one mine in Mexico, said a Mexican 
historian, from which money could be extracted, and tb&t 
was the property of the church, wbich few dared to lay bands 
on. Santa Anna, who had always professed the utmost 
piety, was most unwilling to come forward as the author of 
a plan for seizing the patrimony of the church; and for 
months he seems to have been engaged in trying to devise 
sorne scheme by which money could be raised from this 
source without his being put forward as the author. 

For sorne time after his arrival at Vera Cruz, in August, 
he ref used to show himself in the capital, although urged 
to do so by Salas and the rest of the temporary government. 
The reason which he alleged for staying away was tbat he 
f eared his enemies might accuse him of having taken ad
vantage of the revolution of August 4, 1846, to reinstate bim
self in the presidential chair; and he declared that bis sole 
ambition was to be the instrument for repelling the piratical 
invasion of the Americans. N evertheless, on September 
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14, ~ving allowed himself to b 
the c1ty of Mexico where h e pe:3uaded, he arrived at 
rejoicing and a n~ber o/ was rece1ved with great popular 
ref used to accept a dinne sp:tes at the palace; but he 
honor, and took up his r .; e was . to be given in his 
Archbishop's Palace at TareS1b ence outs1de the city at the 

P 
. . cu aya 

ers1Stmg finnly in his f · 
ties of the government S ret u~o accept the responsibili-
only remain at the ca~it:f t a declared that he would 
for a campaign. He als ong enough to secure supplies 
to leave a single soldier : ~:o~ced that he did not mean 
~ra~ his whole force at San {~ ~, as he meant to concen
lilSlSt on the government's . _otosí, and that he would 
sand dollars a month for tK;oviding three hundred thou
while he professed entire d t support of the army. But 
occupation at Tacubaya : aci:nt from politics, his chief 
Mexico, was the carrym' ccor f . g ~o the general belief in 
factions and the encoura g on o mtngues with the various 
His object, it was said w~~nt ofh hostility between them 
exaltados-to such an' e t pus the radical party-th~ 
upon by the public gene:a~emt that he would be called 
as a saviour of society. Sal y o take ove~ the government 
dent ad interim, was a not: who was still acting as Presi
Santa Anna's design was t ously weak figure-head and 
calf representative of the r:i:f forward Farias, the' typi-
o the church. party and the old enem 

The first y 
· . step was to establish " . 

with Fanas at its head hi h a council of government " 
by General Salas on S~p: \ was done by a decree issu~d 
was to use Farias as a cat':1' er 20, 1846.t The next step 
the money needed for th -paw to extract from the church 

It would obviousl ha: support of the army. 
attempt to lay han! at e been too dangerous a policy to 

:::«!~t•~••t there~~: J~::!:t!rurchte's property, 
to ra1se the mone else h os ntatiously 
brothe patriotism of the n!tion :n~e. Appeals were made 

ught out sorne substanfal , . th~se appeals actually 
1 contnbut10ns as the f 

1 Dublan , news 0 

Y Lozano, V, 171. 
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Taylor's march from the Rio Grande to Monterey carne in 
good sea.son to inflame the patriotism of those who had 
money to give. Santa Anna himself encouraged the move
ment by declaring that he personally would advance money 
for the support of the army. But the total result of these 
appeals was, of course, absurdly inadequate to setting an 
army in the field, although money enough was actually 
raised to enable Santa Anna to march out from the capital 
on the twenty-eighth of September at the head of two bri
gades, for the relief, as he stated, of Monterey. Monterey 
had fallen three days before. 

On August 29, the day after Santa Anna left the capi-
tal, the official newspaper published a full account of the 
pious and public visit of the commanding general to the 
shrine of the Virgin of Guadalupe, whither he had gone, 
like Dunois partant pour la Syrie, to invoke the protection 
of the sacred image in the campaign he was about to un
dertake. From this incident the newspaper deduced the 
moral that the clergy ought to pay for the army as well as 

pray for it. 

"The American army," said the Diario, "is made up of adventulffl 
who have no country, no political or religious creed, no moral principies 
or sentiments; for whom there are no priests or magistrates, and for 
whom the house of God, the Senate, a drawing-room, a theatre anda 
circus, are all the same. For this reason we think tbat tbe ministersof 
the altar, being specially interested in tbe present war for tbe pres
ervation of our adorable religion, instead of incessantly directing their 
prayers to tbe Almighty, ought also to unite with otber citizens in 
contributing of their wealth to aid the government in tbe present 

critica! circumstances." 1 

On the second of October, four days after the Virgin of 
Guadalupe had been invoked, the news of the capitulation 
of Monterey reached the capital. On the same day Gen
eral Salas issued a decree which had evidently been pre
pared for use sorne time beforehand. It began by recit,ing 
at great length that the existing war with the United Statsl 
was for the Mexican nation a question of life or death; ~ 

1 Méxi.co á través de los Siglos, IV, 591. 

ANTI-CLERICALISM AND ANTI-SLA VERY 311 

many individuals had offered 
of the war, but these sums f~erous s~s for the support 
the war ought not to be permittedr:vfd ~ufficient; that 
money, lest the men of that . . angwsh for want of 
obj~ct of the curses of post!~~eiati~n should become the 
nat1ons and of history. and th ~ an . the scorn of other 
be exacted from ali citizens ~ sacrifices must therefore 
therefore required to pay th · wners of real estate were 
one month's rent for their Ia!love:ment a sum equal to 
their own houses and lands in f' ¿ e those who occupied 
were also to pay such a s' cu _g convents and schools 
equivalent of a month's re: ~ wght be assessed as th~ 
equivalent to a quarter of a· en~nts were to pay a sum 
they occupied unless the' mtalonth s rent of the premises 

' ir ren was le th 
month. The proceeds of this t ss an a dollar a 
special safe with three ke s ax were to be deposited in a 
of the republic, another l ' ;:ee ~ be held by the President 
and the third by the chie/alcalde i;etary _of the Treasury, 
that no money could be dra the c1ty of Mexico, so 
penses_ oí the war- a curiou:1 e~cep~ for the nece_ssary ex
financ1al responsibility Th y pnmit1ve method of securing 
lotteiy on a large scal~.1 ere was also to be a national 

T~e decree did not, however . 
forcmg payment oí the amounts' provid~ any means of en-
obey~ it, and it was generall ~:~edviedi so th~t nobody 
public press. It was h y n c e and as&iiled in the 
f 

. . , owever to sorne te 
0 senous nots in the . ' ex nt the cause 
e~hteenth of October, ~;¡~t~:twe~~ the fourteenth and 
pnvate letters from S t 'Ann oug i~ was also said that 
papersi in which he e ª~ed .ª' p~b!i5h:d in the news
eonduct of General Safu had his opm10n m regard to the 

d
ances. These riots, whatever t~~tnbuted to thes~ disturb-
own. err cause, were qwckly put 

~ta Anna, with the g · f . ~~~i~o~:ho~:=~+t:~~ ~~%~~-Mr:: 
of Monterey had st;rted e hw o e of the former garrison 

i i sout from Saltillo, and af ter a 
Decree of Oct. 2, 1846; ibid., 172. 
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. d t San Luis. His abandon
fortnight's march they arrS1vet ªAnna's orders. but why he 

al ill as by an a ' • ment of S t o w te that important pomt 
b dered to evacua 

should have een or d The movement has been se-
it is difficult to understan . . 

.. . d by Mexican wnters. h . 
verely cnt1e1se . Anna gave orders for t e imme-

At the same time Santa . hich was garrisoned by 
diate evacuation of Tamp1cd ~ders were sent to ali the 
about four thousand r:n,. an toºforward reinforcements to 
neighboring states of eXICO thrown up about that city, 
San Luis. W orks of def ene~ wel:na had already collected, 
and the troops who1;11 San a ts as they arrived, were or
together with th~ re: o~~ in preparation for a forward 
ganized and occas1on y e , 
movement. d 

b . ad ner ffi "was exercised by ng es u 
"The infantry," wrote an_o cer, l . but I never saw any gen~ 

d of the respective genera 8 ' drilled only by regi-the comman . . . The cavalry was ank 
manreuvres even by div1s1ons. vred and never fired a bl 
ments. The artiller~ hardly ev:~ ~~re:ever 'present on th~ field ~ 
shot. The general m comma ble to appreciate the respective quali
manreuvres, so that he was unahi mmand On Sundays the troops 
ties of the various bodies unde~ t:e :ty and ~turned to their qua~ 

nt to mass marched throug ding officers were held to d1S-we • · · 1 comman • kn 
If any meetings of the prmc1pa . . t was not known nor was it own 
cuss the operations of the ca:mpah1gnd ,b1 formed. In none of the corps 

l f campa1gn a een " i whether any Pan° th hould have been. 
were there schools of officers as ere s 

. . d principally from the 
The reinf orcements which an1;v\' were badly armed, 

states of Guanajuato and Jali~c ~rant of their dutie.s. 
badly clothed, ª?d compl¡~~ya:ihor just cited, went into 
Many of the soldiers, sa1s fired off a musket. But Santa 
battle without ever havm~ and activity, succeeded 
Anna with bis accustome energy h if not very efficient, 

' b d of troops w 0, h;n. 
in collecting a large of y kin long marches and of sus-
were at least capable º. ma g 
ing patiently great fatiguesb the moderate sums of moneJ 

By the middle of N ~vbemt de~or the army were nearly ex
hich had been contri u e 

W . · na 55. 
1 Balbontin, Invaawn Amenca ' 
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hausted, and the plan embodied in the decree of October 2, 
1846-which really consisted in requesting the inhabitants 
of the nation to contribute voluntarily the equivalent of a 
month's rent-having proved a failure, the ingenious minds 
of the authorities in Mexico hit upon another and more 
complicated expedient. 

A decree was issued on November 19, 1846, which recited 
the necessity for raising money, in view of the approach of 
the day upon which a battle would take place on whose re
sult would perhaps depend the very existence of the republic; 
that the eff orts of the people and of the army would be use
less if the necessary money was not forthcoming; that the 
government had exhausted ali ordinary and extraordinary 
means and ali mild and temperate measures (medios suaves 
y templados); that the venerable clergy throughout the 
whole republic, and especially in the metropolitan diocese, 
had constantly expressed itself as ready to contribute from 
ita property for the sacred purpose of saving the nation; 
and that it could not be doubted that private individuals 
were animated by the same spirit. It was therefore de
creed that draf ts should be drawn by the government u pon 
the clergy throughout the country, payable, with interest, 
in two years from date, which draf ts the ecclesiastical au
thorities of each bishopric must accept within three days 
alter sight. It was, of course, also a necessary part of 
the scheme to get these draf ts promptly discounted, and 
the decree, therefore, f urther provided that certain persons 
who were to be designated in each Iocality were to pur
chase these drafts at par within eight days after demand. 
The total amounts of the drafts were to be two million 
dollars.1 

Before the efficacy of this measure could be fully tested, 
the Mexican Congress met and was opened in the usual forro 
by General Salas on Sunday, December 6, 1846. His speech 

1 

Dub~ Y !,ozano, V, 211-216. The sum oí $800,000 was to be raised in the 1
eilera! D1Stnct (city of Mexico and suburbs), anda list oí the individuals who 

,,_ to be ll88essed in sums varying from $20,000 to $200 apiece is annexed to 
tbelhe decree._ . Similar list.s, of course, were to be prepared in each bishopric by 

lllthontaes oí the locality. 



THE UNITED STATES AND MEXICO 314 

ffects of the revolution of the pre-
set forth the causes and e t f the acts of the government 
. A t gave an accoun ° ed 

vious ugus ' hs that had since elapsed, announc 
during the f.our mont had been concentrated and organized 
that the national army d b red twenty-three thousand 
at San Luis ~otosí an m:e e would soon meet the Ameri
men, and that it was hop~d ! toward the interior of the 
can forces, which were a T vatmg The national triumph, he 
republic under General . ay or.rovided the new representa
added, would be a certamty, p if the federal system and 
ti ves of the people should for! d yd also they devoted them
democratic principles, ~nd_ pro~e ~ation out of the chaos and 
selves to the task ~f bnn.~~t had been involved as the re
absolute disorder m whi~ 1 

sult of perpetua! revo~t:~~e temporary government urged 
The first measure w e -i1 that of dealing with the ~

upon Congress was nece~1 \ then condition of Mexico; 
cial situation, for ~hat, m t eAlmonte who had become 

. ted erything else. ' . . f an dormna ev d the imposit1on o 
Secretary of the Treasury, ~ror~:e states and territories, 
extraordinary tax upon .e~c tº unm· ediate payment ag-

hl · ddit1on o an 
payable mont y, m a d d llars. Congress, however, 
gregating six hundre~ tho~n t Znthusiasm, and it adopwd 
received the ~uggest1on W1 o:ssin swl)rise that Con~ 
a reply to his proposal, exp . gdiately af ter the orgam
should be thus called upon-mi:rire any account had bee~ 
zation of the two ho';ffi_es, and b Treas and the expendi
rendered of the condit1on of tte ted-~ f urnish additional 
ture of the money alr~ady co ec 
Supplies for the campaign. tbs 

" in the four mon " · d the reply of Congress, under 
"The government, sai. . cised absolute power, was . 

of its existence, during which it ~as :::ns-not only for the term of its 
the strictest obligation to prov1t a eriod as migbt elapse befor:!: 
own existence, but also for sucl pd tablish new taxes and b 

· f the country cou es d ressed Y 
representattves o f loading the people, airea Y 0P~ blood-
tbem effective. . • · Be ore the tax of their 

hi h · most onerous- . th war taxes, including that w e is h. eeded in order to sustam efroDI 
it is necessary to know tº~:~~t ;::Sue a system of only acting 
for ayear. Congress s o 

d " day to ay. 
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The reply concluded by demanding inf ormation of the 
receipts of the government and a budget of expenses, in 
order that Congress might act with full knowledge.1 

Having delivered this rebuke to the government of Salas, 
Congress next proceeded to the election of a President and 
Vice-President of the republic. Santa Anna, by a small 
majority of the states (eleven to nine), was elected President 
over Don Francisco Eloriaga. 2 His old associate, Gómez 
Farias, was chosen Vice-President, to the annoyance and 
alarm of the conservative elements of society, especially 
the clergy. 

In accepting his election, Santa Anna in a high-flown letter 
repeated his declaration that he had not returned from exile 
for the pWJ>ose of obtaining the presidency, but only "to 
combat the daring foreigner who profanes with his presence 
the sacred territory of the fatherland." He asserted that 
he would accept the post simply because he wished to pay 
respect to the decision of the constituent Congress which 
represented the nation; that he purposed to carry on the 
military operations with which he had been charged, and 
which, under divine favor, would result in conquering a 
glorious peace; and that when this was accomplished he 
intended to surrender the office of President and retire into 
private life. He did not, however, then take the oath of 
office. 

Gómez Farias, being thus left to himself by Santa Anna, 
was now in readiness to raise money by means of the seizure 
of ecclesiastical property, a course to which his thoughts 
naturally inclined. His first step was to cause an inspired 
article to be published in the Diario Oficial of December 
31, in which, af ter insisting u pon the necessity of obtain
ing abundant means for carrying on the government, and 
after referring to Almonte's proposed special tax upon the 
states, attention was called to the propriety of contributions 
by the church. The measure proposed in the decree of 
November 19 for raising money by means of drafts drawn 

• 
1 

México á tra11és de los Siglos, IV, 600. 
2 

Decree of Dec. 23, 1846¡ Dublan y Loza.no, V, 238. 
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. as said had proved a melancho y : 
upon the clergy, ~t w 'had been taken by the eccles1-
ure. Every poss1ble means d fi.nite settlement of the 

h ·t· to postpone a e . . f th astical aut on ies d th t the patnotism o e 
. •t to be regrette a . · 

affair, but l was n exhibited on this occasion, 
venerable clergy had not bet now urged to make sorne 
and the bishops were t~ere ?re f the great dangers which 

h try m view o l'b rt " sacrifice for t e coU?. ' inde endence, and our l e y. 
threatened "our reh~1on, º:uced ~o results, and the gov~rn-

This very broad hint pr d t Congress the forc1ble 
ment within the week p~~pirthe ºchurch. The proposa!, 
seizure of the en doren bitterly resisted; but the neceSSl
as was to be expecte , was b . and the government of 

t were so o vious, . f 
ties of the coun ry h t after a continuous sess1on o 
the day was so strong, t a . hts-lasting from the seventh 
nearly three days and three mg . g of the tenth of tbat 

47 til the mornm to 
of January, 18 ' un d thorizing the government 
month-a bill was passe ~u mortgage or sale of church 
aise fif teen million dollars y . n the war with the 

r h ose of carrymg o 
property for t e purp d by Farias, and became a 
United States. It was approve 
law on the eleventh of January. al terms authorized the 

This statute, ~ the mo;~;:~e:ndowme~ts at any time 
government to seize any war but with certain excep
during the continuance of !h1 as 'that used for the ~up~rt 
tions. The property excep ~ r and other similar inst1tu
of hospitals, almshouses, se ~~ sin which the right of nom
tions; ben~fices. cr~a~d. !y al~. the sacred vessels, vestments, 
ination res1ded m ~ ~1 u ble for worship; and the pi: 
and other obje?ts mdispens~unt equal to six thousand d 
erty of nunnenes to an amThe proceeds of seizures w~re n: 
lars for each of the n~h bject than that of carrymg be 
to be applied to an~ ~ e~o;ars out of the fifteen ~ust 
the war, and one million f rms one-half of wbich were 
expended in the purchas~ o :ates 'and the balance to the 
to be given to the front1er s 

other states.1 of this law the chapte~ of tbe 
Instantly upon the passag:847· ibid., 246-252. 

1 Law of Jan. 11, 1 
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Cathedral of Mexico issued a formal protest, in which they 
set forth that it was impossible for any one to comply with 
it without incurring the censures and ecclesiastical penalties 
pronounced by the Council of Trent against those, of what
ever rank or dignity, who should despoil, or consent to de
spoiling, the property of the church. 1 

This protest produced the expected result. The persons 
whose duty it was to publish or execute the law refused to 
do so. But there were men of a younger generation who 
were quite prepared to assume the responsibility of support
ing the views of Farias and bis cabinet, and of opposing the 
whole power of the church; and one of these was the third 
deputy alcalde of the city of Mexico, Don Juan José Baz, 
who said that he would publish the decree, and would for 
tbat purpose take charge ad interim of the government of 
the Federal District. He did so, and the decree was pub
lished at noon on Wednesday, January 13, 1847. The step 
was followed by sorne attempts at rioting in the city, which 
were apparently incited by the clergy of the Cathedral. 
At noon on Thursday, January 14, people ran about the ' 
streets shouting: "Long live religion ! " "Down with the 
government ! " The shops1 as usual on such occasions

1 
were 

instantly closed, and there was general apprehension of 
serious trouble; but the affair went no further at that time. 

Next day it was found that the doors of the Cathedral 
had been closed and were being kept closed, and it was 

. '. Protest of January 11, 1847, at twelve o'clock noon. The edict referred to 18 
m. Sess. XXII, c. XI, ~onorum Cuiuscunque ecclesiae aut pii lcci occupatores 

J)Unituntur. The essential parts of it may be thus translated: "If any cleric 
or layman, by whatsoever dignity pre-eminent, be he even emperor or king, 
abould be so possessed by covetousness as to presume to convert to bis own use 
tbe iurisdictions, property, rents and rights, including those held in fee or 
longiondl;I' lease, the fruits, emoluments, or any sources of revenue whatsoever be

ng to any church, or to any benefice, whether secular or regular, which 
~t t.o ~e employed for the necessities of the ministers thereof or of the poor; 
eh shaU lie unde~ an anathema until he shall have made full restitution to the 

urch, and until he shall, furthermore, have obtained absolution from the 
Romaó Pontiff. And the cleric who shall be the author of, or consenting to, 111

Y ex_ecrable fraud and usurpation of this kind, shall be subjected to the same =~; as also he shall be deprived of al! benefices whatsoever, and be ren
l mcapable of any others," The phrase anathema subiaceat is the regular 
Ollnu)a oí excommunication. 
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rumored that they would not be reopened for an indefinite 
period. A note in a very peremptory tone was thereupon 
addressed by the government to the authorities of the Cathe
dral, stating that the government had been given to under
stand that the chapter was exciting the people to rebellion 
by issuing disrespectf ul protests and by closing the Cathe
dral; and that if the Cathedral was not opened at the cus
tomary hours, and if public tranquillity was disturbed, the 
government would fi.nd itself compelled to take repressive 
measures which would be as severe and as efficacious as 
circumstances might demand. The Cathedral was opened. 

On the following day the government made preparations 
to take possession at once of ten million dollars' worth of 
church property in the bishoprics of Mexico, Puebla, Gua
dalajara, Michoacan, Oaxaca, and Durango, deferring the 
raising of the additional fi.ve millions from property in the 
provinces, until further inf ormation could be obtained.1 

But though it was easy for the government to issue decrees 
for seizing the property, it was difficult to take actual po&
session; for many of those who were appointed commis
sioners to effect the seizure declined, under one pretext or 
another, to serve. 

While the government was thus trying to get the law 
executed, new embarrassments arose from the attitude of 
Santa Anna. It was his urgency which had induced the 
government to adopt extreme measures. He had un
doubtedly given Farias to understand that he would sup
port a measure for seizing ecclesiastical endowments. He 
had written, immediately on receiving inf ormation of the 
passage of the law, that it would save the country, that it 
was eminently patriotic, that the representatives who bad 
voted for it had deserved well of the country, that the news 
had been received by bis troops with loud and enthusiastie 
cheers, and that the measure must be carried into effect 
with exactness and promptitude. But when Santa A.nna 
learned of the violence of the clerical opposition he wrote 
again, on January 26, from San Luis Potosí, that be W18 

1 Decree o( Jan. 15, 1847; Dublan y Lozano, V, 248. 
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informed the law had produced 1 universal discontent He was 
1
no :esfu t except an almost 

h him lf 
· a so m ormed he · d th 

e se was regarded as the th . f ' sa1 ' at 
belief in his authorshi beino- au o1 o thc me~ure-this 
letters which had be! publ' ~a~cd upon certam prívate 
objections to such a publicati~: e f · hi He _expressed strong 
protested that th 'd . 0 8 pnvate letters and e I eas wbich he might t f . ' 
manner were not to be re pu orth m this 
his name should not have t:ded ~ .final d.ecisions and that 
result, as he chose to reo-ardn ?tse m ptassh mg. the act. The 

• ,, t> 1 , was at his " • d 
enem1es_ were now asserting that the a unweane 
up at his suggestion and that ·t t tt had been drawn 
because it had recei~ed his a 1 w~ o e enf orced simply 
that Congress would modif p~~ova . !fe therefore begged 
could be found for raisin th e law if any other means 
sion to point out one othe~ so e mo~ey. He also took occa
he had just seized ninety-eigh~r~:~ r;v~nue,f by stating _that 
most _of which belonged to Spanish :e:c~er r~m the mmes, 

This protest of Santa Anna ants. 
to renew the discussion in C encouraged the clerical party 
their efforts was the passag ;ngre~. The first result of 
1847, which gave the ove~ ano,~ er law, ~n February 4, 
to raise forthwith five ~illion de:a1 extraor~ary powers" 
of the national territory Th t 'Shfor use m the defence 
this was not to be . t de ac ' owever, declared that 

cons rue as giving th 
power to exact forced loan t 1 e government 
laws, orto seize the ro s, or o ~e ax the "prohibitive" 
execute any contract ~f e~~~'% º¡. priva;~ individuals, or to 
also prohibited from alienar za. ion. e ?overnment was 
territory and from dis .mg, mf whole or m part, national 
f posmg o any pro rt rom the operation of the 1 f J pe y exempted 
exceptions seemed t kawho anu.ary 11, 1847.2 These hard o ma e t e law meff t al f . 

. to unde1'Stand from what sources th ec u ' or it was 
l'8l8e money, even by the most "e t ~ government could 
no one was willing to mak 1 x raor ary powers," when 
private property and th ealioans,. and when the seizure of 

~ nation were alike pr:hibi:::t10~n ~~i:n! btonging to 
Mtzito ti través de lo s· 

1 
, e aw of Feb-

s UJ os, V, 607 2 D bla . u n y Lozano, V, 255. 


