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This was obviously tantamount to & refusal to consider

the question of peace at all, and it was 80 regarded at Wash-

ington, although, by referring the matter to the Mexican
Congress, & door had been left open to possible changes in
Buchanan, after & Jong cabinet diss

the political situation.

cussion, wrote 10 Rejon that he had never proposed {0
withdraw from discussion “ the causes of the war existing bes
tween the two republics,” and had no disposition to do s0;
and that the President would wait, “ with pat
hope,” for the final decision of the Mexican gover

Polk was not yeb fully aware how grossly he
deceived by the assuran d him of Santa

ces that had reache
Anna’s pacific intentions.

But already he must have

had not the smallest intentio

so long as the Mexican newspapers continue

war the voice of the eminent “slave of public opinion”

rus. Polk had arranged to let Santa

use he regarded
t. In truth, Santa Anna, so far from being

turbing elemen

a disturbing clement, was the one
that moment, all the factions in
of Mexico were

of the war.
1 Buchanan to Rejbn, Sept. 26, 1846; ibid., 4.
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o b—qua{'ten_; at New Orleans a,nde e
ke u, usy issuing calls for voluxiteers g
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e ir of 1845 he had crediteger e
o 0 Ct e ef_fect that Taylor was Ii]inl v
ik haré) 8 : hristi; and without a shado o
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© in %rlltry and two companies ;}IS l?tni?l >
e righf,d _he governor, without stoppi Foreg i
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sharply repﬂmanded by the Secretary of
War, was incapable of learning wisdom.’
The news of the capture of Captain Thornton’s detach-
ment of dragoons reached New Orleans on the second
d to the conclusion

May, 1846. (aines, of course, jumpe
raits, and ab once began

that Taylor was in desperate st
all sorts of persons—gow

issuing orders right and left to
d others—requesting them to raise per

states an

fectly indefinite numbers of troops and despatch them
to Texas. So far as the War Department could ascertain,
the volunteer t exceed twelve

thousand men.’

Gaines’s high rank in the army naturally gave weight to

his requisitions, and the persons who received them appas
under orders from the

ently assumed that he was acting
The government, however,

United States government.

after its previous experience with Caines, had very Car&
d from authorizing him to call for troops, and
time, as in 1836 and 1845, found itself much

emb by the <ituation which he had created.

difficulty was solved by notifying the governors Of
tucky and Tennessee that they were not to comply With
Gaines'’s calls, while at the same time the governors of A%%
bama, Mississippl, and Missouri were notified that his calls
would be recognized, but only to the extent to which they
had already been complied with?

(laines was also relieved from comm

Washington. A court of inquiry upon

that Ceneral Gaines Was guilty of violating orders an&
acting illegally in several inst . but the court, recom=
mended that in consideration of his long service, b '
patriotism and purity of his motives, 1O further proeeet:
ings should be had in his case.

sess.,
ris the cheerful comment that 5 0
dotag®

Gaines, though

force thus called for migh

3548, General Scott at that w

arose mainly from insanity OF -
,Mi :
i}

L Memon;ndum of the militia or yolunteer force recently called, ete.

3 Ibid., 58
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“General Gaines,”
] the Pr d
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18 ofg wi};u. ;h.&’ i?f ;rc")ts \;l'hl(:h cannot be jusﬁgeg":nz:i ‘f;ery old man &
without doubt be Punlilf}];dbefore a general Cm;rt Ma(::it?e commis-
B cornniendati shed, yet I determined in lenity t al he would
b be ord o;d of the Court of Enquiry ¢ ;’ h_lm to yield
e to the North and Statloned thdmtEd fur-
ere, so as to

put it out of his power f
urther t
the pendency of the Mexican Warof:ﬂbarrass the Government during

General Tayl
. } or had also CaH
ments : ed for :
men.bﬁmufﬂdilﬁteg after the capture ot\"r?}‘ﬁﬁr remforc?-
s.nce’ Witil ord(:_fi-S a?{es’ Taylor had acted in pre:ilsle and his
Department, in c.a.s T(\% had been authorized by t h&ccol;d-
mence hOSt-il,ities b 'e Mexico should declare war “ e War
erable force,” t y crossing the Rio Grande with i
siana Mlssl’m o call on the governors of Alab E cons@-
ﬁke& £ aid pftll:e al;d Texas for volunteers. \Vah[::,']:‘ Loui-
five thOusancf me;e ore, he called for eight regime ta:yvlor
?Ounf,ed and two ofm ini?zlln;'\o'g g < regimeu; S(;"V)(I)‘
the volunﬁerse g%ilm(jl fcmF)' . deVelo};ed o
Gaines and Taylo shed in response to the calls issp ec;; o
men were enlist)d T. It, was Sllpposed ab first th ue by
ferred to WaSh]-i for six months; but the matter l?:' these
ute of 1795 th gi;_on} 1t was decided that under thmg re-
service for tm;n n f(})fsce they could only be ret- 1e i:a-t_
tore-enlist’ Th months, unless they decided Ia.lne -
the act of May 1%1111681; ghz Ey;vere fsubsequently en];;ze%niigg
4 , WETE .
mOT*‘l}:iJSIZr dux'mg the war. of course enlisted for twelve
uisi
arrive at the afl;:nzhree moqths’ volunteers were the first
Pemifor F_ Smlth ;. ?ne regu nf}i-lt, accompanied by G to
moros on May 2’ of the Louisiana militia rezan.chiy ﬁleral
y 24, and another soon aféer erltgh tlf:ta.
i em

lM’S Dfa;y, II, 83

*Marey
; to Taylo
General, Apri %f’lggﬁf\&g.st, 1845; Jan. 13, 1846; Tay]
i H. R. Doe. 60, 30 Cong. lse\;e ;5)”3(') t& Adjutant-
1 7 ? ] 0.

to Taylor, Aug. 3, 1846; ibid., 316.
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came & company from Mobile.! The Louisiana three
months’ men, as they arrived, were formed into a brigade
under General Smith, and were encamped opposite Mata~
moros; and there they remained until early in August, when
they were sent back to New Orleans to be mustered out
of the service. General Smith, however, desired to remain.
Taylor therefore asked permission to retain him and give
him a command; and, although not a soldier by profession,
he proved a useful officer.?

Of the Texas three months’ men only a part were actually
raised. Taylor had asked for two regiments of infantry,

but only one was sent to the front, under the command of

Albert Sidney Johnston, a native of Kentucky and a grad-
uate of West Point. He had resigned from the United
Qtates army in 1834. In 1837 he went to Texas, joined the
Texan army, became Secretary of War under Lamar, Was

engaged for some time in fighting Indians, and finally retired

from public life owing to controversies with Housto:
y, Johnston’s regi-

With the exception of a single compan
ment declined to re-enlist at the close of their three months,
and were sent home without having seen any active service
Johnston was much disappointed, and Taylor, who had
known him in the army in previous years, made him =
spector-general of volunteers.

The two Texan regiments
raised, one in the eastern an
the state. Some independent
which had been attached to Taylor’s army while he was a6

of mounted volunteers were
d one in the western part

Corpus Christi, and had rendered usef

moros, were incorporate
under Colonel John (. Hays, who had a grea
as a successful Indian fighter. The eastern regiment Wi

under command of Colonel George T. V
ments, with substantial unanimity, re-en
of their first three months’ service, Gener

1 Taylor to Adiutant-Genera}, May 24, 1846; ibid., 301.

* Ibid., 317-320. Hewas later appointed co
rifles, authorized by the act of May 19, 1846.

ul service near Mata-

companies of Texan ranges

4 with the western Texas regiment |
t reputation §

Vood. Both regs
listed at the close
al Taylor being 4

o
lonel of the regiment of mqm“"‘ i
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:lli::;l hg ‘;a;?’tll(()iuiet?miiﬁf ltn - as he felt that without
took the field.! 00 weak in cavalry when he first
Early in June, 1846
- , 1846, the twely ,
arrivin, N e months’ vol
of July% ;t IS’; T‘:Eg I];%Iand, and from then iﬁiﬁler:hzegag
iy y Kept coming 1 - en
numbers. W €pU coming 1n constantl :
Georgia and :ﬁle tfh o exception: of two regimgnti lgflre?smg
and near BaltimOrerOtmh Alabama, and a battalio; ra?seg){n
valley—Ohio Tndia e troops were all from the Mississi n
nessee, Mis iy linois, Missouri, Kent kSSISSlppl
b itseIFItSSlppI’ and Louisiana. Grinvia eléc ¥, Ten-
officers undex? these citizen soldiers and theiraﬁle il
brought them its least heroic aspect. The sh?penen(fed
" overcrowded ngmfhof them _sailing vessels, weis ::;hlt(]fh
heat and Se;fsickn o s indescribable suffering f&- ‘
three to seventee ZSS' When, after periods Val}'illg fmm
tion, only one I’; 3}*5 at sea, they reached their dist'mm
{8 tropic, h undred and seventy-five miles nor ina-
ling Whité sae)(; oty nothing but a barren wastenmfth ;
iy eyen ,Umthout a single blade of Vegetagio daz-
landed, and wer pon these burning sands the troo i
mer days beforee .gen‘emﬂ}' kept waiting through 105 e
around to the Br;io‘:agep é’ SS]E_IG to send river steam%;:::tl;
and ' antiago to tran .
the gummp-teerg;:ti he mouth of the Rio Gransgg gix?r ‘E"'tores
was able to su io e army, after greater or less de‘{hen
along the bea ﬁpy transportation, the men were m ays,
i river agd;t}\:faded the shallow Boea Chica m:;gﬁeg
. ence up to variou ! e
a & s places se
moros vfl?;n t opposite Burrita to a }IJ)oin(t?s(;3 Latt?red along
,mar;]i tfhey were permanently eDCampI;gOSlte Mata-
primitive Wﬂde;?lgl the mouth of the river waé thiroigh
&es. The cactus SS,-dst-range and picturesque to N ort% 5
Spaces; wild cattlean dthe Spanish bayonet dotted the o o
Warshy prairie; th and horses were seen running ov Ees
with wild eeesét e numerous lagoons and pondg o
ng and ducks and the red-winged Ic?V‘Va{med
aylor to Adjutant-General, Aug. 31, 1846; ibid., 322 amingo;
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and the dense chaparral everywhere closed the backs

ground.
The rainy season had only just begun, and the sufferings

of the troops from heat and unaccustomed marching were
greatly incre by almost incessant web weather. “Qur
camp,’ wrote one soldier, “which was near the river bank,
was soon ankle-deep +n mud; the heavy rain continued to fall
incessantly; we were und
with any degree of comfort, for our clot
were thoroughly saturated with water night and day.
The rain, however, afforded one advantage, as the river
risen to an immense height, and it was reported by the in-
habitants that for many yea' such a freshet had not been
known. Asa result, the usually shallow strearm was rende
more navigable, though the current was extremely swift and
hoats found difficulty in ascending the river.

the river steam-
d was almost impracticable.

An advance by lan
Under these circumstances it is not surprising that the

volunteers suffered severely from sickness, which was pas
ticularly marked in the case of the men who had been sud=
denly transported from north of the Ohio River to a low
latitude in the middle of summer. The volunteer Surgeons

were not always men of education or experience, i

surgeons of the regular army Wwere reported by Taylor 0
riate duties.” *

be “too few even for their approp
Taylor was thus obviously disabled for some time from
making any extensive forward movement. Bub early i

June he wrote that he proposed to send a battalion of 1i*
fantry up the river and eventually to establish a large depot

at Camargo. Toward the end ©

ment of regulars and a portion of
therefore advanced, first as far as Reynosa,

Camargo, Where

hes and blankets

ny

he Texas Rangers, 55.

1 Reid, Scouting Ezpeditions of b A
pt. 3, 1846; H. R. Doc. 60, 30 Cong,, 1868

2 Taylor to Adjutant.-General, Se
417-419. The surgeon-genera] of the army, however, under

1846, reported that the regular troops employ!
atively as large & number of medical officers as an

—(Ibid., 415.)

ble to cook our food or to sleep

f June the geventh reg
the Texas cavalry were
and then 0

they arrived on the fourteenth of July.

ed against Mexico
y other army in theWors
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By the end of the m

x onth the wh

B resched Camarvo or was iIr:l}llen zi;i(t)lrlletﬁ?}:lar force had
er.

“We have now,” Tavl
in the river an » Laylor wrote on Jul ) @
as much as pogsitll)]lz,busllrﬁs 01;lﬂenlding up 3;-0(2)?); azzv::al Ftea_mboats
river to be very great, in ¢ the difficulty of throwing SED l;i.s is urged
and the entire absence of donseQuence of the rapidity ofP}:lles up the
be employed to overcom ry steamboat fuel. But ev the current,
we shall be able to kee ue these difficulties, and I have zrydeffort -
operations from that pI()JinI; g d;:pOt at Camargo quite suﬁigi s
passable for wagons owin . As yet the land route to Ca ent for any
as it shall become practi gbto the recent rains and fresh margo is im-
will move forward to C cable, the field artillery and t shets.  As soon
amargo. As soon as I can eon::llztzft;he i
€ neces-

sary arrangements for ;
throwi
margo I propose to owing forward the volun
. t
ganize, without dela;s':lbhsh my headquarters at tl?:: troops to Cas
» & marching column to move to M[f)o"tlt’ o
on eI'Ey.” 1

Accordingly, on Jul

f onis y 30, Taylor issue

e advaorfczuccl(l) I(l)f the volunteers as werg doers(ii'fierllzdfor e

o regiments, ” 51§It‘mg of two Kentucky regime If o

o ,G eoo_ ennessee regiments, the Mi ey

e G rtgla regiments, and the Ba.ltimSSlSSlppl‘1

e The(;] the volunteers were to r'ema(.)i;e G

_ ftaavy baggage, with four compa By
Wwo companies of the Balthlll)mil ega?;f

2

companies of each
Siied vith v corps marched by land as soon as pro-

did agons by the quart :

Thaf(;rg,lille ﬁ:&goonﬁ and horse a:t?llllealsytir s department, as
portation req uirgtl:lthy little steam_boats'pmvidedf

Margo against th nearly a week to struggle u R R

owing partly to lac?c T’?thmg waters of the Windill)] to_Ca_

the ignorance of t%e u;el, partly to high water ang pl;wr&r,

stream on the part of the pilots,

the pilots.

“At that period ”
¥ood Yal‘d:l l;e:éog’ as one of the Ohio v
to take the mpse;:hzizabllshed, and we were sometim
4 to gather the pickets enclosi es compelled
Taylor to Ad sing the fields to

4 jutant-G
General Orders No. gse;ng?;‘ J;gg 22, 1846; ibid., 399

olunteers recorded, “but few
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o detained at places where
errun its banks and
in which our

Occasionally, too, we Wer
the river, in its whole length brimful, had ov
covered the country for miles, forming wide lagoons
pilots had to sound for the channel.” !

be used as fuel.

was as tedious and much more toil-
some. Near the river the men Were forced to wade through
mud and water, nearly waist deep, in a burning sun. Back
from the river there were rocky and desert stretches, where
no water was to be found, and the troops suffered desper-
ately from thirst. But at last, by the end of August, Tay-
lor had assembled a force he considered adequate at Camargo
and was ready to begin his advance. = At Camargo, however,
as at the camps lower down the river, there was much siek-
ness: measles, dysentery, and fever, presumably typhoid.

«The mortality in our camp at Camargo,” the same Ohio volunteer
ch was ever wailing in our eas, =

wrote, “ was appalling. The dead mar

and even at this distant period, I can searcely look back to our brief
stay there without & shudder. . . . Large hospital tents were €ols
stantly full—the dead being removed at sunrise and sunset but#o

make room for the dying. The groans and lamentations of the poor

sufferers during those sickly sultry nights were heart-rending.” *

The march by land

The regular troops, who were better acclimated and bets
ter campaigners than the volunteers, suffered less, and the
movement from Camargo was begun by a portion of the
regulars under General Worth, who marched up to Mier
about the nineteenth of August and thence to Cerralvo,
o town about half-way between Camargo and Monterey:
They were gradually followed by the remainder of the

army, until by
were destined

road.
Four months had thus very nearly

of the battle of Resaca de la Palma, du

to take part in the advance Wwere upon the

elapsed from the time
ring which Taylor

had been endeavoring to co
thousand men, and to transpo

1 Giddings, Sketches of the Campaign in Northern Mezico, 49

2 [bid., 83.
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rt them to a point from W o
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km:{ég;: Itflow ements were doubtljéss }Il'azgnzi e}l;hlblt"z
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B e af:lizutran:e information in regard to théJ s&ﬁd'

X1C roops ill his front - er

Was anv . ) , or indeed
o t:rgeiiubfiti‘ntlal garrison at Monterey or :nheﬁrﬁthere
e hisg efended. Np effort had as yet be)én ; 51 i
fonts v amlingrch or to interfere with the passa mafe to

B ohvious I';)l‘ie";ln:hifRéofGrande; and this faih;gr(:: gf III::

rha; ; efence naturally su |

Pe: P:n ?!qntel.‘ey might be abandoned b})rr thigiiteq =

R 1;31111i)lat1011s were soon dissipated Mexicans.
oithir :

reporting the f(;.llof fseptember Worth wrote from Cerraly

of Santa Anna at Oh the Paredes government and the ar .":Of

e 1&:1 the city of Mexico. He also reported ::l}\la

at the end of AI‘OOPS Of the line had arrived at Monte +

B 1o Egl{st with four pieces of field artillery t}rle{

while there Wag zvmusvly been placed in position, and that

be 8t Cadoror ¢ 0 cav ah_y at Monterey it was Sljl osed :

! 8eott to yta and Marin. Lieutenant George (? pMeadto

Py Marcy, May 25, 1846; Sen. Doc. 378, 29 Al -11 e,
z ') 8., 11,

aspect of the case is well explained in Meade, I. 110

August 14 Ia I WI 0 ene EI lt e [Clpn no
)IO ote 1 G T ”001 thl h anty ted

¥y in i .
Bg'. = & Cone ¢ g e occupying Saltillo by October 17 Seo H. R
: “1 fear the g August 23, writing to hi i i

2, we Pene:?:txz ¥ W]];::3 sty e MO“"emyg ([J(r) ilrllmi' st i
\ 1846; Taylor's Lo ar beyond there or Saltillo ”—(,T i g
ters from the Battlefields 45_5'0 ) aylor to Wood, Aug.
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his principal engineer officer, was trying to get an accurate
plan of the city showing the approaches and projected
points of resistance. The weather for several days had
been “very unpropitious” and, he feared, would impede the
trains; but a few days of fair weather would restore the

roads to good condition.!
Worth's information as to reinforcements was fairly cor-

rect. Paredes, as has already been stated, had felt ableto

spare three thousand men from the city of Mexico, the
last of which left the capital on the twenty-seventh of July
in very wet weather. This brigade, under General Simeon
Ramirez, reached Celaya on August 6, where they were
overtaken by the news of the pronunciamiento of Salas,
and they were ordered by the central government to halt
and await further orders. A meeting of officers was held to
decide what to do. Half of them were in favor of joining
Qalas and half in favor of standing by Paredes; but on the
ninth they received news of the fall of Paredes, and under
orders from the new government they continued on their
march.?

The whole strength of these reinforcements when they
left the capital was, as nearly as could be ascertained, three
thousand one hundred and forty men, with thirteen field=
pieces and three seven-inch mortars. They marched in

three detachments at some distance apart, the last of which

entered Monterey on the ninth of September, nearly &
week after Worth had sent his budget of news from Cer
ralvo. Allowing for casualties on the march, the reinforeés
ments numbered probably three thousand men when they
reached Monterey. They were made up of three battalions
of infantry of the line, two infantry battalions of permanent
militia (Aguascalientes and Querétaro), two squadrons of
regular cavalry, two squadrons of the lancers of Jaliseo, and
two of the Guanajuato regiment of cavalry. The totét

force then in Monterey, including these reinforcements,

1 Worth to Bliss, Sept. 3, 1846; ibid., 419.
2 Balbontin, 16. The author gives & vivid and very
the officers’ discussion.

 ‘Balbontin, 27. The abo

a'e total force

informing awoﬂnﬁ'ﬁ '

mﬂ! tho
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consisted of about four thou '

ca.v'alry, Witl-l forty-six pie(sf,e:.1 do;n?;igwailiﬁ: g
which were in bad condition. There were allgo’ ]i]tmny i)f
:pm :Itl)(lin(fn g;llnsfotfhpositio.n of moderate calibr,e. Xl?:u(:
th%m ;lnounted rancher?) S%?.rnson were local militia, most of

aylor’s army, as finally organi

I\;Ionterey, consisted of foury div%s?ﬁ:s?ivigrcgﬁpgi?nceiugn
;:) nn;g:lsars a(,ind two entirely of volunteers. The ﬁrsifn :laivis}-r
- fourtnﬁar: g:]p O;fn}:he second dragoons, the first, third
Texas three mon?lfs’ vgr&%egagflamha%hjver,s stod. Ril Of,

’ : | 0 re-enli i

lvy nls uztrg B;afgs batteries of artillery, andel:;llzllitegélﬁﬁcg;
adjer.(}e;ergl til)hor}. It was under the command of Brig-
e hisaf\ind E. Tw.lggs, a native of Georgia. He
R rst commission as captain in the regular
- oredthe opening of the War of 1812, in which
kasoz maﬁjs modest part; and had served under General
i 1o march toward St. Augustine in 1817, and in
¥ ack 'Hawk war and the Seminole war, i ﬁ‘l i

El‘ zas othe;mse without distinetion bt
-Ihe second division consisted of : battali
i : _ a battalion of re
reguI:? gfe;vltng' aglmfantry’, the fifth, seventh, and eiggillfﬁ
e Iy, ,anchard s company of re-enlisted Loui-
i Ofm;rxglllls volunteers, and Duncan’s and Taylor’s
e Jery. It was commanded by Brigadier-
" % . Worth, anative of New York, who had
e lf ar of 1812 as aid first to General Morgan
o g en to General Scott. He was made a captain
e ose of .that war as a reward for meritorious
%Ivices on the Niagara frontier. After the war he was

e ve estimate may very likely b i
. ! reatid( jf{ron} l\gata,moros, had 2,638 menyle&tg;lgl;- tigm tl?’
‘!nymmemuoops % Oréuco Iéimvéa de los Siglos, IV, 566.) There were . be
o rnea.r onterey at that time. Adding the three pﬁ'o -
e h;(;r;l at:]e exlgd of Mexico and the thousand ranchter?)gq
s ounted to as much as seven t 1
sustaining losses by battle and deserti:;n, gfnu;?ﬁ?a?&ﬁ h.:tril

usand : i
men left; but he may have received some small accessions

tber, after




