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CHAPTER XXXVII 

MONTEREY 

GENERAL TAYLOR, awaiting reinforcements and supplies 
at Matamoros, was very soon extremely embarrassed by the 
excited patriotism which sent him many more men than he 
could properly use. What he needed, more than men, were 
supplies and means of transportation. 

"The volunteer force ordered to report to me here is much greater 
than I can possibly employ-at any rate in the first instance; the influx 
of twelve-months volunteers has even impeded my forward movement 
by engrossing all the resources of the quartermaster's depa.rtment to 
land them and transport them to healthy positions."1 

His first embarrassment had come through the foolish ac­
tivities of General Gaines, who still commanded the western 
division, with head-quarters at New Orleans, and who was 
again, as in 1836, busy issuing calls for volunteers, without 
authority and upon the strength of newspaper reports. 
Already in the summer of 1845 he had credited an absurd 
newspaper rumor to the effect that Taylor was likely to be 
attaeked at Corpus Christi; and without a shadow of legal 
authority he had called upon the governor of Louisiana for 
two regiments of infantry and two companies of artillery 
as reinforcements. The governor, without stopping to in­
quire what right Gaines had to call for volunteers, furnished 
the troops. The two infantry regiments did not start, as 
the War Department interfered in time; but the two ar­
tillery companies were actually sent to Taylor and were 
kept in his camp at Corpus Christi for severa! weeks. But 

1 
Taylor to Polk, Aug. 1, 1846¡ H. R. Doc. 60, 30 Cong., 1 sess., 337. 

247 



248 THE UNITED STATES AND MEXICO 

Gaines, though sharply reprimanded by the Secretary of 
War, was incapable of learning wisdom.

1 

The news of the capture of Captain Thornton's detach-
ment of dragoons reached N ew Orleans on the second of 
May, 184.6. Gaines, of course, jumped to the conclusion 
that Taylor was in desperate straits, and at once began 
is.5uing orders right and lef t to all sorts of persons-gov­
ernors of states and others-requesting them to raise per­
fectly indefinite numbers of troops and despatch them 
to Texas. So far as the W ar Department could ascertain, 
the volunteer force thus called for might exceed tweke 

thousand men.2 

Gaines's high rank in the army naturally gave weight to 
his requisitions, and the persons who received them appar­
ently assumed that he was acting under orders from the 
United States government. The government, however, 
af ter its previous experience with Gaines, had very care­
fully abstained from authorizing him to call lor troops, and 
for the third time, as in 1836 and 184.5, found itself rouch 
embarrassed by the situation which he had created. Too 
difficulty was solved by notifying the governors of Ken­
tucky and Tennessee tbat they were not to comply v<lth 
Gaines's calls, while at the same time the governors of Ala­
baIDa, Mississippi, and Missouri were notified tbat bis calls 
would be recognized, but only to the extent to which they 

had already been complied with.ª 
Gaines was also relieved from command and ordered to 

Washington. A court of inquiry upon bis conduct !ound 
tbat General Gaines was guilty of violating ordelll and 
acting illegally in several instances; but the court recom· 
mended tbat in consideration of bis long service, and ti< 
patriotism and purity of bis motives, no further proceed-

ings should be had in his case. 

1 

See Sen. Doc. 378, 29 Cong., 1 sess., 35-48. Gene!t\l Scott &t tbAt toe 
indorsed upon one of G&ines's reports the cheerful comment tbat it d 
charitable to suppose his irregularities arose mainlY from jnsanity or doW-

- (Ibid,, 47.) 'Memorandum of the militia. or volunteer force recently called, etc,; i!Jid.i 11. 

1 [bid., 58. 
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specially anxious to retain them, as he felt that without 
them he would be much too weak in cavalry when he first 
took the field. 1 

Early in June, 1846, the twelve months' volunteers began 
arriving at Santiago Island, and from then until the end 
of July, or later, they kept coming in constantly increasing 
numbers. With the exception of two regiments, one from 
Georgia and one from Alabama, and a battalion raised in 
and near Baltimore, the troops were ali from the Mississippi 
valley-Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Missouri, Kentucky, Ten­
nessee, Mississippi, and Louisiana. Grim-visaged war pre­
sented itself to these citizen soldiers and their inexperienced 
officers under its least heroic aspect. The ships which 
brought them, sorne of them sailing vcssels, were greatly 
overcrowded, and there was indescribable suff ering from 
heat and sea-sickness. When, af ter periods varying from 
three to seventeen days at sea, they reached their destina­
tion, only one hundred and seventy-five miles north of 
the tropic, they saw nothing but a ban-en waste of daz­
zling white sand, without a single blade of vegetation to 
relieve the eye. Upon these burning sands the troops were 
landed, and were generally kept waiting through long sum­
mer days before it was possible to send river steam-boats 
around to the Brazos de Santiago to transport their stores 
and property to the mouth of the Rio Grande River. When 
the quartermaster of the army, after greater or less delays, 
was able to supply transportation, the men were marched 
along the beach, waded the shallow Boca Chica, marched 
to the river, and thence up to various places scattered along 
from a point opposite Burrita to a point opposite Mata­
moros, where they were permanently encamped. 

The march from the mouth of the river was through a 
Primitive wilderness, strange and picturesque to N orthern 
eyes. The cactus and the Spanish bayonet dotted the open 
Bpaces; wild cattle and horses were seen running over the 
lll&rshy prairie; the numerous lagoons and ponds swarmed 
with wild geese and ducks and the red-winged flamingo; 

1 Taylor to Adjutant-General, Aug. 31, 1846¡ ilnd., 322. 
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and the dense chaparral everywhere closed the back­

ground. The rainy season had only just begun, and the sufferings 
of the troops from heat and unaccustomed marching were 
greatly increased by almost incessant wet weather. "Our 
camp," wrote one soldier, "which was near the river bank, 
was soon ankle-deep in mud; the heavy rain continued to fall 
incessantly; we were unable to cook our food or to sleep 
with any degree of comf ort, for our clothes and blankets 
were thoroughly saturated with water night and day." 

1 

The rain, however, afforded one advantage, as the river bad 
risen to an immense height, and it was reported by the in­
habitants that for many years such a freshet had not been 
known. AB a result, the usually shallow stream was rendered 
more navigable, though the current was extremely swift and 
the river steam-boats found difficulty in ascending the river. 
An advance by land was almost impracticable. 

Under these circumstances it is not surprising that the 
volunteers suffered severely from sickness, which was par­
ticularly marked in the case of the roen who had been sud­
denly transported from north of the Ohio River to a low 
latitude in the middle of summer. The volunteer surgeons 
were not always roen of education or experience, and the 
surgeons of the regular army were reported by Taylor w 
be "too few even for their appropriate duties." 

2 

Taylor was thus obviously disabled for sorne time from 
making any extensive forward movement. But early in 
June he wrote that he proposed to send a battalion of in­
fantry up the river and eventually to establish a large depot 
at Camargo. Toward the end of June the seventh regi­
ment of regulars and a portion of the Texas cavalry were 
therefore advanced, first as far as Reynosa, and then w 
Camargo, where they arrived on the fourteenth of Ju}y. 

1 
Reid, ScouJ.ing Expe,ditiom of the Texas Rangers, 55. 

1 
Taylor to AdjutantrGeneral, Sept. 3, 1846; H. R. Doc. 60, 30 Cong., 1-. 

417-419. The surgeon-general of the army, however, under dateof Julyli 
1846, reported that the regular troops employed against Mexico had _. 
paratively as large a number of medica! officers as any other army in the,rtdl, 

-(!bid., 415.) 
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be used as fue\. Occasionally, too, we were detained at places where 
the river, in its whole length brimful, had overrun its banks and 
covered the country for miles, forming wide lagoons in which our 
pilots had to sound for the chai¡nel." 

1 

The march by land was as tedious and much more toil­
some. Near the river the men were forced to wade through 
mud and water, nearly waist deep, in a burning sun. Back 
from the river there were rocky and desert stretches, where 
no water was to be found, and the troops suffered desper­
ately from thirst. But at last, by the end of August, Tay­
lor had assembled a force he considered adequate at Camargo 
and was ready to begin his advance. At Camargo, however, 
as at the camps lower down the river, there was much sick­
ness: measles, dysentery, and fever, presumably typhoid. 

"The mortality in our camp at Camargo," the same Ohio volunteer 
wrote, "was appalling. The dead march was e ver wailing in our ears, 
and even at this distant period, l can scarcely look back to our brief 
stay there without a shudder .... Large hospital tents were con­
stantly full-the dead being removed at sunrise and sunset but to 
make room for the dying. The groans and lamentations of the poor 
sufferers during those sickly sultry nights were heart-rending." 

2 

The regular troops, who were better acclimated and bet­
ter campaigners than the volunteers, suffered less, and the 
movement from Camargo was begun by a portion of the 
regulara under General Worth, who marched up to Mier 
about the nineteenth of August and thence to Cerralvo, 
a town about half-way between Camargo and Monterey. 
They were gradually followed by the remainder of the 
army, until by the first week in September all of those who 
were destined to take part in the advance were upon the 

road. Four months had thus very nearly elapsed from the time 
of the battle of Resaca de la Palma, during which Taylor 
had been endeavoring to collect an eff ective force of only six 
thousand men, and to transport them to a point from wbieh 

1 
Giddin~, Sketches of the Campaign in Northern Me:ticO, 49. 

1 Jw:l., 83. 
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bis principal engineer officer, was trying to get an accurate 
plan of the city showing the approaches and projected 
points of resistance. The weather for severa! days had 
been "very unpropitious" and, he f eared, would impede the 
trains; but a few days of fair weather would restare the 
roads to good condition.1 

Worth's information as to reinforcements was fairly cor-
rect. Paredes, as has already been stated, had felt able to 
spare three thousand men from the city of Mexico, the 
last of which left the capital on the twenty-seventh of July 
in very wet weather. This brigade, under General Simeon 
Ramírez, reached Celaya on August 6, where they were 
overtaken by the news of the pronunciamiento of Salas, 
and they were ordered by the central government to halt 
and await further orders. A meeting of officers was held to 
decide what to do. Half of them were in favor of joining 
Salas and half in favor of standing by Paredes; but on the 
ninth they received news of the f all of Paredes, and under 
orders from the new government they continued on their 

march.2 

The whole strength of these reinforcements when they 
left the capital was, as nearly as could be ascertained, three 
thousand one hundred and forty men, with thirteen field­
pieces and three seven-inch mortars. They marched in 
three detachments at sorne distance apart, the last of which 
entered Monterey on the ninth of September, nearly a 
week af ter Worth had sent bis budget of news from Cer• 
ralvo. Allowing for casualties on the march, the reinforce­
ments numbered probably three thousand men when they 
reached Monterey. They were made up of three battalions 
of infantry of the line, two inf antry battalions of permanent 
militia (Aguascalientes and Querétaro), two squadrons of 
regular cavalry, two squadrons of the lancers of Jalisco, and 
two of the Guanajuato regimeut of cavalry. The total 
force then in Monterey, including these reinforcementa, 

1 Worth to Bliss, Sept. 3, 1846; ibid., 419. 
2 Balbontin, 16. The author gives a vivid and very iníorming accoun\ rA 

the officers' discussion. 
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