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ity to the administration,” and that,
taken in connection with the letter to Archer, the adminis-
tration would not be safe in intrusting the command of
the army in the field to one who was so bitterly opposed.!
Nevertheless, the cautious President discussed the matter
twice over with his cabinet before a reply to Scott was sent.
The reply was drafted by Marcy and revised by Buchanan,
and expressed in very fitting language the surprise and deep
regret of the President at Scott’s letter, and at the impus
tations it contained. In view of General Scott’s opinions
of the motives and designs of the Executive,

“bad feelings and hostil

« the President would be wanting in his duty to the country if he were

to persist in his determination of imposing upon you the command of
the army in the war against Mexico. . . . I am therefore directed, by
him, to say that you will be continued in your present position here,

and will devote your efforts to making arrangements and preparations
on of hostilities against Mexico.”*

for the early and vigorous prosecuti
4
and on the instant of

Seott saw that he had gone too far,
long explanation of =

receiving Marey's letter wrote another
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?i;jil:n (;weasaadfu;ther exchange of letters of no special sig-
3 Onse,ton there the matter (officially) ended: but ign
2 ag ubHShgdreqléest t;rom Congress, all the corresl;onde’nce
v uI;n [ tﬁ cott’s unlucky phrases tickled the sense
g So?l b Z Iﬁnﬁlﬂcag people, and for years his “ hasty
e 1 ”
Woﬁs ol nrfr;pon my rear”’ were household
e bewildered cabinet at Washi
. : ashington, bei
;?thlﬁt ?,professwna_l adviser, took up%or itseliutlge ﬂtlll: tl'eft
mo};e pﬁiﬁ%c::] c(?lr)l}pa:gn, and naturally turned agai?l tos 113(})12
i : .
e jects—the securing of California and Chi-
COIIIE ;isafl}:lo;%% prc;bable that the navy alone eould not
so large a country as Californi
gﬁ-etfore concluded _that reinforcements shogﬁia.beltsewis
eﬁdeot;;end any qon&derable force by sea to California -
: Wo?]] ({ bsorpethmg that would consume much time VE»S
g e Impossible to transport a large body of ’m :
shi el::lrdsupphes across the Isthmus of Panama, eve e'l;
: aﬁﬁi ((:o 3 ha\{e been procured in time to meet the;m inI:;hle
- A voyage round Cape Horn was a matter of many

his views; but this time he was apologetic and explanatory.
«Your letter of this date,” he wrote, “received at aboul

6 p. ar. as I sat down to take a hasty plate of soup, demands
a prompt reply”’; and he explained that when he had writ-
ten of impatience felt, “perhaps in high quarters” (not the
highest quarter), he had intended to refer to several leading =
friends and supposed confidants of the President in Cons =
gress. He believed that they would sooner or later open |
fire on him; and his former Jetter had been written, in part,

to guard the President against them. He wished he had =

the time to do justice to his recollection of the Presidents ]
and cour

excellent sense, military comprehension, patience,
tesies in the course of their interviews; but whether it was
the President’s pleasure to send him to the Rio Grande 0FS
retain him in Washington, he was ready to do his duty® ‘

months, even after tr

solil};icem was a march ac?gss Ea)fltrs c(?;ftriieietcured. b
settledrﬂl}l;zch COvnVeI:SE'LthII and discussion, it was finall
g andempedltlon _under Colonel Kearny should b{;
o direc,t ila:n h.conﬁdentlaﬂ m_‘ders were sent on June 3
iy o ng }:ir:, after securing New Mexico, to proceeci
QR Pt ci bi men by way of the Gila River to the
e f;) fn addlfslonal_ thousand mounted troops
e v01urt rom Missouri to join him (making two
. mIl eers In all), and Kearny was authorized
. andan}i c'>f the valuable men about Bent’s fort”
o dp amsmen—as practicable. In addition
e ed to muster ylto service men from the Mor:
erica,ng Cirz' 8, then on their way to California, and such
Y Wit,hwf}il's' as could be found on the Sacramento
B is mlscellapeous force he was to take pos-
lfornia, establish temporary civil governmerx)lt.s

’

1 Polk’s Diary, I, 415.
2 Marey to Scott, May 25, 1846; Sen. Doc. 378, 29 Cong,, 1 sess.,

sSeott to Marey, May 25, 1846; ibid., 12.

7-9.
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and “act in such a manner as best to conciliate the inhabi-
tants, and render them friendly to the United States.” It
was hoped that he might be in California before winter, but
the widest discretion was left to him. Artillery, ammuni-
tion, and supplies would be sent to him by sea.! At the
came time a battery of regular artillery was ordered to g0
by Cape Horn,’ and somewhat later a regiment of New
York volunteers was also sent by the same route.®
The expedition to Chihuahua was more slowly evolved.
Tt had been provisionally agreed to march “near four thou-
sand men” to Chihuahua, and General John E. Wool was
sent for to come to Washington to confer with the President
and the Secretary of War. But these conferences seem 10
have developed doubts and difficulties, and Wool was merely
ordered to go west to raise a torce of volunteers and mareh
them to the Rio Grande. What he was to do with them
when he got there, was a matter to be decided thereaftert
A fortnight later he was ordered to proceed at once t0
Qan Antonio, Texas, and take command of the forces ordered
“to that point. He was to report to General Taylor and
await his orders, which, Wool was told, would probably re-
quire him to march on Chihuahua. A regular battery of

field artillery, two companies of dragoons, and two COM=ES

panies of regular infantry would probably form a part of

his force.?
But the despatch of Kearny and Wool on their respective

expeditions did not help solve the really troublesome prob-

lem of the war. The inquiry still kept coming up: Wha
was to be done with the main army under Taylor? Tay-
Jor himself, as soon as he had taken Matamoros, had asked

the same question.

1 Polk’s Diary, 1, 427, 429, 437-440, Scott to Kearny, May 31, 1846; Marey
to Kearny, June 3, 1846; H. R. Doe. 60, 30 Cong., 1 sess,, 241-245.

2 §eott to Tompkins, June 20, 1846; ibid., 245. William Tecumseh Shermal
was junior first lieutenant of this battery.

s Benton, for some strange reason, thought they m
be discharged in California at the end of their service.—

& Ibid., 435 (May 28, 1846).

s Adjutant-General to Wool

328.

ust go as emigmntﬂ:ﬂ?
(Polk’s Diary, L, 481)

’

, June 11, 1846; H. R. Doc. 60, 30 Cong, 1 sessy _ ‘
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. : A
s I\io; obve;;lg fullgf 1n possession,” he wrote, “of the views or poli
th nment in regard to operati in thi m01' .
iy : perations in this quarter, i
as they perhaps have been, by the recent defeat of the Mex’icar? ifrisd,
Y

I have the honor re
: spectfully iol .
guidance.” y to solicit further instructions for my

mj:g:favi a};lail; to him that an advance by land from Mata-
i ifptliellctl_cable in view of the character of the
P ’C e river proved navigable for steam-boats as

amargo, and if a depot could be established and

maintained there, he beli ;
: ) eved operat :
on thence in the direction of Mon%c)err:yl?ns could be carried

Taylor’s letter was cr
. g ossed by one from th
War which exhibited even greater uncertaint; i o

“You are advised,” wrote M “

i s Marey, “to prosecute the war with vi
. operatioilrs.‘ ;;lmay deem most effective. Not knowinglxir}lllzégg ,
o o propose to carry on, I cannot well determine the
i a;:r: yo}u will be likely to want. I am anxious te
i Szaz e fmea,sures you propose to executé. It i(;
ey on favors, you will make such progress as th

¥ be enabled safely to occupy healthy positions befo?::

the less healthy seas
s, ”? ¥ on commences. I wish to be favored with your

Wr]jte:ore _recen:mg_ Taylor’s letter of May 21, Mar
pmvaﬂ:gailg,‘?pﬁlmng the attitude of perplexit’v whizﬁ
e a:s ngton. The towns on the Rio Grande
e were believed to be healthy, and Montere
iy Monterori pﬁ.rtlcularly so. It was specially desirabjlré
e eg. i ould be taken and held. It was hoped
B Sh;()) ullrcll s might be segzured before the autumn
e o open. The uninterrupted use of the Rio
e nature t;ansportat.lo.n of supplies was counted on
g de of that very irregular stream was evident] f
understood at head-quarters, nor the nature ojf

! Taylor to Adj

; tant-General, M o

BRI of oouree i not b0 be 21, 1846; ibid., 300. The ci

was the Principafotg;?ne IT' Mot to be confounded with Montercyei(:t(}; (:'ff iy
e it 5 straich of the department of Nuevo Leon about a h ?1! o

modern (and perhaps tthlme from the nearest point on the Rio Gm‘ifﬁe“’d ’?‘Ed
3 » more correet) spelli = . e
Marey to Taylor, May 28, 1846; ibi)d.quLélzmg 8 " Monterrey.”
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the road from the river to Monterey, nor the means of tak-
ing that city.

Taylor’s “views and suggestions in relation to the fall
campaign”’ were therefore once more requested. The Presi-
dent’s determination, he was informed,

“is to have the war prosecuted with vigor, and to embrace in the ob-
jects to be compassed in that campaign such as will dispose the enemy
to desire an end of the war. Shall the campaign be conducted with
the view of striking at the city of Mexico; or confined, so far as re-
gards the forces under your immediate command, to the northern
provinces of Mexico? . . . Should our army penetrate far into the
interior of Mexico, how are supplies to be obtained? Can they be,
to any considerable extent, drawn from the enemy’s country, or must
they be obtained from the United States? If the latter what are the

facilities and difficulties of transportation?
“A peace must be conquered in the shortest space of time practi=

cable. Your views of the manner of doing it are requested.” !

Four days later some, at least, of the uncertainties in the
minds of the authorities seem to have been dissipated, due,
perhaps, to the fact that the President and his cabinet were
for the moment wholly absorbed in the final adjustment of
the Oregon question, so that the subject of a plan of cams
paign was temporarily left in the hands of soldiers? A®
any rate, the general in command of the army sent Taylor
that week the first definite orders he received. He was in-
structed that, with the reinforcements on.the way, he would
soon have a total force of about twenty-three thousand

men.

«Without waiting,” continued the orders, for the arrival of that
amount of force, but before, and as soon as you shall deem it safe, i
respect to the relative numbers and positions of the enemy, your
knowledge of the country, your supplies and means of transportas
tion, it is the wish and expectation of the President that, with your

accustomed energy, you take up lines of marc

18ame to same, June 8, 1846; ibid., 324.

2 Aberdeen’s draft of the Oregon treaty was received on Saturday, June 6
and discussed by the President with members of his cabinet on that and th
three following days. On Wednesday, June 10, the President’s message Was

gent to the Senate, and on Friday, June 12, the Senate advised the acceptancé

of the British proposals.

h beyond the Rio Grande,
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and press your opel:ations toward the heart of the enemy’s country;
that is, upon such important points as you may deem necessary t(;
conquer and to hold. The high road to the capital of Mexico will of
course be one of those lines,” !

It. was not until the second of July that Taylor was in
receipt of these various orders and inquiries and was able
to answer them. He replied at some length, treating the
su})]ect_as EXCI}ISI\’ely a question of subsistence, which, he
said, “is certainly the most important one to be contsid-
ered.” He evidently did not consider the Mexican troops
capable of offering serious resistance. His plan was that as
soon as enough river steam-boats could be collected, the
regular troops, with some of the volunteers, should be,sent
to Camargo, a point on the Rio Grande about eighty or
ﬂmety .mlles above Matamoros in a straight line, and

establish there a depot and base from which to OI,Jerate
toward the mountains.” The remainder of the volunteers
he ;_)roposed to leave at healthy camps of instruction, to
await “_the season for more extensive operations.” He ;zwas
of opinion that no column of more than six thousand men
could be subsisted on a march from the Rio Grande to
Monterey and Saltillo; and that if the inhabitants should
prove actively hostile it might be impossible to sustain
SI.ltch a column at Saltillo, still more so to pass beyond that
city.

Fr_om Camargo he estimated the distance to the city of
Mexico to be nearly a thousand miles? and, taking into
account the character of the country and the people, he did
not behgve it practicable to keep open so long a,line of
communication.

ﬁ-o“It is, therefore,” he concluded, “my opinion that our operations
00nllénﬂus frontler. should not look to the city of Mexico, but should b;a

ed to cutting off the northern provinces—an undertaking of
comparative facility and assurance of success.” *

'8cott to Taylor, June 12, 1846; H
_ / ; H. R, Doe. 60, 30 Cong., 1
*The distance via Monterey, Salti Lui s+ pbnrer g

. rey, Saltillo, and San Luis Potosi i i
h:"ill‘z elxeeti)d ;eyeu hundred and fifty miles. ey s
S ylor to Adjutant-General, July 2, 1846; H. R. Doe. 60, 30 Cong., 1 sess.,
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Once more Taylor’s report was crossed by an impatient
Jetter from the Secretary of War. Much reliance, he was
told, would be placed on his opinions, and the scope of the

inquiry was now enlarged.

“1f, from all the information you may communicate to the depart-
ment, as well as that derived from other sources, it should appear that
the difficulties and obstacles to the conducting of a campaign from
the Rio Grande, the present base of your operations, for any consider-
able distance into the interior of Mexico, will be very great, the
department will consider whether the main invasion should not ulti=
mately take place from some other point on the coast—say Tampico,
or some other point in the vicinity of Vera Cruz. . . . Upon these ims
portant points, in addition to those mentioned in my Jetter of the Sth
of June, your opinion and views are desired at the earliest period your

‘duties will permit you to give them. In the mean time the department™

confidently relies on you to press forward your operations vigorously
to occupy the important points

to the extent of your means, o as
within your reach on the Rio Grande, and in the interior. It is pre-

sumed that Monterey, Chihuahua, and other places in your direction,
will be taken and held. . . . Your answer to this communication you
will please to address directly to the President of the United States."*

The views of the cabinet were accurately reflected i
Marey's letter. An absolute distrust of General Scott and
the permanent officials of the War Department, a deter
mination to take Monterey and Chihuahua. (by Taylors
and Wool's troops), and a casting about for some practi-
cable plan of marching to the capital of Mexico (probably
by way of Vera Cruz), were the clear outlines of the govert=
ment policy in the month of July. And while waiting to
hear from Taylor, all discussion of strategy was suspend

On the first of August Taylor replied, as he had been.
instructed, directly to the President. He had, he said, little
to add to his report of the second of July. Whether a large
force could be subsisted beyond Monterey must be deters:

Ttalics in the original.

1 Marey to Taylor, July 9, 1846; dbid., 335.
by the President.

Jetter was drafted in part by Benton, and the rest
contribution was that which relates to strategy.

The President considered it “a document of more that

tiations for peace.
! ag of course it was.—(Polk’s Diary, 11, 16.)

ordinary importance,’

|
|
I
|
i

This
Polk's
Benton’s to the part of thes
letter (to be referred to later) which deals with the possibility of opening nege
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f;ni(}i, by echIJeriment. If it should prove that a column of
- housand men could be sustained in provisions at Sal
tillo, it might advance thence to San Luis Potos{ :

“If, on the other ha
nd, a column cannot b i
the e sustained bey
g(:l[;tsfrz{; ;; x::lllle?; for t!le glovernment to determine, from con[:iacyi:;d
state, er a simple occupation of the fronti g
. ntier de
(including Chihuahua and New Mexico), or, in addition toléizthm:cnct:’

pation, an expedition agair ‘api
v gainst the Capital, (by way of Vera Cruz), be

OfTaylordcou!d }}ardly have been expected, in the absence
sw;o;tiaﬂ eﬁntllte information than he then possessed, to an
erently; and it was evidently f ’ ‘
to decide upon the main il et
: strategical features of th
::Veid bfy such knowledge of the facts and such profe:sig;;i
A uro: r’clr‘m the. officers of the army and navy as it could
ﬁmuy' caH?e th’}Sh {'atgfsr obvious conclusion the cabinet
. Thelr discussions as to a plan of campai
:}rfers (1)':(‘1131]‘23 itz it;}ﬁz ;nd otf August, and the happy thgjéiré
ecretary of the Navy that his d
Eﬁg}n goasiezsed ;.c;r_ne information about the possibsilil?;: I‘;
xpedition at Vera Cruz and taking th
l e castl
fﬁgmﬁfg de glua. Commodore Conner’s de%pa.tchsss v(:e{r):
by tf))r;:)linl'])c?d’ and after reading them it was decided
wr or more specific inf i i
decision as to strategy was postponed(.)zmatmn’ s .

Meanwhile California h

ile Cali ad been taken (quite unk

fso t:rlie ad;mmstratlon)*‘ and Kearny had seizggi Nzqu;ﬁz;n
ing from Fort Leavenworth late in the month of June.

! Taylor to the Presi
e President, August 1, 1846; H. R. Doc. 60, 30 Cong,, 1 sess.

’ .

'ggl‘l:': e?:::;g;; II, 104 (August 20, 1846).
ol ﬁti“ féloat had hou_;ted the American flag at Monterey (Cali
. b Commmost with hl,s men had been attacked near St Fii : i e
P :ndant Gen'l ::f Mexico in California, and t.hat :;:sm
e -fm A Nx(‘etr_eated, reached the British legation in Wﬂshls:r .
e m Mexico on Aug_ust 31. (It had reached the ci o
gust 11.) Next morning, the information was senet ﬂt.!owtl?f
e

State Department from i :
(Polk’s Diary, 11, 108.) the legation, with a copy of Sloat’s proclamation,—
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he had marched rapidly southwestward over the well-known
and well-travelled Santa Fe trail. Moving in several de-
tachments, his troops were all concentrated on the Arkansas
River near Bent’s fort, a few miles above the present town
of Las Animas, in the state of Colorado, by the end of
July. They were still within the limits of the United States.
They had marched at the remarkable rate of nearly twenty
miles a day for a whole month.

The “Army of the West” then consisted of six troops of
the First United States dragoons—Kearny’s own regiment—
the First regiment (eight companies) of Missouri mounted
volunteers, two volunteer batteries of horse artillery, and
two companies of volunteer infantry—in all about sevens
teen hundred men with sixteen guns; but reinforcements
had been provided for and were shortly to follow, although
nobody expected any real opposition from Mexican troops:
The one gteat and essential difficulty which was anticipated

in the operations of Kearny’s command lay in the quarter==

master’s and commissary’s departments. How was the
army to be fed, and kept clothed and shod? How, in other
words, were its supplies to be procured and moved over the
hundreds of miles of wilderness that lay between the Mis-

souri and the Rio Grande?

“The army concentrated at Fort Leavenworth,” the quartermasters
general reported, “from its proximity to States abounding in supplies
and means of transportation, was more readily and speedily put in
motion than the others; but its line of operations extending to Santd
Fe, a distance of more than eight hundred miles, vast means were.
required to enable it to move, as well as to keep up its supplies. .+
There have been furnished for the transportation of that army, &
its reinforcements and supplies, 459 horses,
1,556 wagons, and 516 pack-saddles.” !

These figures were confessedly incomplete, for the ac
counts of the officer in charge of the important depot a6
St. Louis had not been received when this report was prés=S
pared, but they indicate the magnitude of Kearny'’s prepé
24, 1847; Sen. Doc. 1, 30 Cm&a 1

1 Report of the Quarternwsm-(}’eneml, Nov.
1 sess., 545.

3,658 mules, 14,904 oxéf, :

THE OCCUPATION OF NEW MEXICO 215

ra,tion:s and afford a picture of the herds i
of prairie wagons that toiled after the ﬁght?gg 121];?1 ot
On the. second. of August the little army crt')ssed the
Arkansas nto territory which was recognized by the Florida
treaty as a part of the Spanish possessions. Kearny pro-
f&ss?ed to regard it as a part of Texas, and therefore ofpthe
Um:ed Sta};e:s,, basing the assertion, of course, on the pre-
%ZSX:;O;SUZ 31;11; 'that the Rio Grande to its source was the
On the same day that he crossed the riv
to S'a.nta -Fe two merchants of Chihuahuael\’vl}ll‘i)sflggfzxoa;d
panied th:, E:olunm—I\-'Ia.gofﬁn and Gonzales—with an e i
cort consisting of an officer and twelve dragoons Tlf-
officer, Cap-tam Philip St. George Cooke, kept a dia : atg
has left a lively account of his adventures on the j(l)z;'ne]
Pushing forward as fast as possible, the party found therrjlr-.
selves:mablel for some time to pass “this wonderfully mobile
army,” and it was not until the evening of the second da
that they got ahead of the “long-legged infantry” Voljf
unteers who, singularly enough, led the advance. On the
eighth of August Cooke’s party saw the first Mexican settle-
ments, ar}d on the twelfth of August they rode under a fl
o}ﬁa truce into Santa Fe itself. Their route followed closeslivg
:oaﬁ of the present Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Rail)i
5 fl;Ha,nd the distance the'y had travelled may be estimated
y tln:ee hu.ndred miles, a very creditable distance to
be (?ccomphsied in Jess than eleven days.
overnor Armijo received Kearny’s e i
promised to send back with themy a Bzgﬁiigfg; ”al’:d
meet the Afnerican commander. The commissioner selecteg
:;s.a. h:((alrtz}m Doctor Henry Connelly, an American by birth
. 0 3 .hved in Chihuahua for many years, where he wasr
: tgi?i ; ué the IE)usmess of importing goods from the United
g aptain C?oke, accompanied by Doctor Con-
folly, sef out upon his return soon after sunrise on the day
owing his arrival at Santa Fe. He was assured by the

!8ee biographi :
¢e biographical sketch of Henry Connell .
Mexico) in Connelley, Doniphan’s Ez;editior: 23';'6(—8%;?“’”(1 oty it
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governor that he would be followed by a Mexican force of

six thousand men.

Between San Miguel and Las Vegas, sixty or seventy
miles back on the trail, Cooke rejoined Kearny, who was
rapidly advancing with his wagon-train, artillery and all,
over the broken country. Kearny did not stop to discuss
matters with the representative of the governor,' but pushed

rapidly forward, haranguing the people at every settlement,
and assuring them that he had come to extend over them

the laws of the United States and that Armijo was no longer
e were received from

their governor. Rumors of resistanc
Mexican and Indian natives, but no enemies were met,
the most authentic story being that Armijo with a large
foree, variously stated at from two thousand to four thou-
cand men, was ready to defend the Apache cafion, about
fiteen miles southeast of Santa Fe. One of Kearny’s

officers relates how, as they advanced, they were met.

nt town of Pecos,” he

e ruins of the ancie
came towards us at full

« Ay we approached th
writes, “a large fat tellow, mounted on a mule,
tulated him on the

speed, and extending his hand to the general, congra
arrival of himself and army. He gaid, with a roar of laughter, ‘A

mijo and his troops have gone to hell, and the Cafion is all clear.
This was the alcalde of the settlement.”?

the eighteenth of August, the little
y-nine miles into Santa Fe. Passing

On the mext day,
army marched twent
through the cafion they found an abattis prepared by Ar-
mijo, but no other sign of an enemy. As they approached
the town, they received a letter from the acting governor
d at sunset the whole of the hungty

offering hospitality; an
and very thirsty American force was in the capital of New
Mexico, the United States flag was hoisted over the palace,

and a salute of thirteen guns Was being fired by the artillery:
Governor Armijo, it Was learned, had actually collected__a_r_ .

certain number of inhab
1 Doctor Connelly, it seems, was sent back to Santa Fe, and it i8 said theb
his report s to the number »nd condition of the American army created 8
panic among the Mexican officials.—(Ibid., [ {
2 Emory’s Notes of o Military Reconnoissance, 29. 4

tants with the object of making 8 |
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least an ostensible d
s Efence and « .
a thing d g thus “sa i ’
&id no% caei-?;r ’(c)(; ttllls Spanish and Oriental Vrlnniidhls \%ﬁe e
B o deinitely aE; (f;uil;'p‘osedis not fully known. i )t, hl;:?

. 7] WS rtained was that . &
sions .y th 13
bt daya?izggnﬁgguﬁ; Sf followers, and tha?;ril:&v ‘;i':d 235551111‘
% hund orce and retreated s :
i i vy e i b S

" He a}f tderrltoryfand such artillery as hemcan

B oo, i gme o s, o
men belonging end ot August, wi a
pI‘e&’:idit;Ilofulglnb to the regular cavalry. gu’ls‘}; wilgly S

Armii II;?OPS; had deserted.! e rest, who were

rmijo himself never seems
s to hav 1 :
e
BXplanationzve ‘een called upon to defend it zfllMeman
gy Vtvele current in the American ariil b
R e oy ome e s bt
, thought him doubtful and irresolute o
H

“with little or o
no l'ﬂilltary experi s
population he has : perience, distrustful
which has been 2;1 (l;]}i“?ltually fleeced, and of th:ifrt?:et;ya'lty of the
B i impressed by our lon eble ignorance
ing between loyalty to his armg iﬁﬁﬁi mltetr(;oufe,
, late y o=

stowed, and a desi
) sire to escape the da
ngers of war upon t
pon ter

sonal advautage_’ '3 ms of per-

Magoffin
& aBgento;l (;n}e of t}}e men who went with Cooke, told
R A ong time afterward that he himself }(1) dSen-
il argue wi]t(;l n}?itn toi m;i{ie a stand. Very likely Mzgff%;
vented any resista n this sense, but that he alon
tion.? nce being made is evi ek
' The truth probablyb is that Amzntghinlf:; ki
) never

] Nuev B ¢
Cooke's Con 0 Bernal Diaz, 11
3 Bent:ns,ac;";?l‘fsé 0.); New Mezico and Ié’fh;f;:rfgcl; 32
n ) . .
General Don Diego Afchltfl:g)mn s dealings with Armijo and th
st s anything in the ta (vhom Benton calls Archulett) o
man by descent y Years' View. Magoffi absurd and
nothing in the tellmganngé Ig:ntu.ckmn by birth, and hisﬂs:ms fclllll of fun, an
) . etk g, Beuien distartod 1t fuittue: Bo ol wor el 3
ere glad to make use of hjn to the President and the Secrefo says (which is
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seen war, was in a panic and afraid of his own people quite
as much as of the Americans; and when it actually came to
the point, with the great mass of his men obviously unwill
ing to fight, his resolution finally failed.

Tt was not surprising that all sorts of explanations should
have been invented to account for Kearny's astonishing suc-
cess, for his performance Was almost unique in the history
of war. Cooke, an educated soldier, sums it up as follows:

«The ‘ Army of the West’ marched from Bent’s Fort with only ra-
tions calculated to last, by uninterrupted and most rapid marches,
until it should arrive at Santa Fe. Is this War? Tested by the rules
of the science, this expedition is anomalous, not to say Quixotic. A
colonel’s command, called an army, marches eight hundred miles
beyond its base, its communication liable to be cut off by the slightest
effort of the enemy—mostly through a desert—the whole distance
almost totally destitute of resources, to conquer a territory of 250,000

square miles. . . . This is the art of War as practiced in America.”!

But the true and sufficient explanation was that Kearny
was an officer of great experience; he knew thoroughly wha
his men could do; he had excellent information as to the
character and temper of the people among Whom he was
going; and he judged with perfect accuracy what were the
obstacles he would have to meet.

Shortly after entering Santa Fe, Kearny issued a prot
Jamation declaring his intention to hold the department of

New Mexico, on both sides of the Rio Grande, as & part of
the United States, and announcing that he was instructed to-

respect the church, and to protect the persons and property
of all peaceable inhabitants. He also promulgated what

on the evening of June 15 that Magoffin was brought by Benton to the White

House, and on June 17 he had an extended interview w
It was concluded,” the former noted, “that he could be useful in f

supplies for the army, and conciliating th
of Mexico to the U. 8., and with that view he was informed that the Seere

tary of War would on to-morrow give him letters to Col. Kearney who was
command of the expedition to Santa Fe, and also to the o i
in command of an expedition to Chihuahua, requesting them to &
gelves of his gervices.”—(Polk's Diary, 1, 472, 475.)

1 Cooke, 39.

:H. R. Doc. 60, 30 Cong., 1 sess., 170. He had issued a previous procls
ing the Arkansas River, in which he &8
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he called an “Organic La
he called w for the territory of N
102, bl?vlﬁlc(il professed on its face to have belgn (:)rciz?l?;dMexc-l-
iej a,thxs ed by the government of the United States.! H“:m
hagVin us sett{fzd civil affairs to his own satisfact'ion SV;
d,'scor% 1;111393 1lt)ytsown what proved to be fruitful see,ds l.(;f
i et ate, Kearny took his way with about three
e nt ho ’(\:;PSS the continent to California. He left
e Missouri volunteers, under Col . i
gﬁgn; ezli tl;ese v(»iere éoon afterward reinforc:dml{])irI al.) (s}:cl-
d ent, under Col 1 dl ;
mlhtar:y gove;nor. onel Sterling Price, who became
'ngﬁﬁﬁaﬁ also left_ Santa Fe later in the year on a march
e a],E uel}., l.eavlng but a reduced garrison in New
g Wh.jCh ;;.y In 1847 a rather formidable revolt broke
1 ice put down, not without considerable loss of

- life, in the course of a fortnight.? Thenceforward there was

ilgeazzerlr?&t l?y t(ljle }\Iem.can government or people to retake

e trl'l_\, A a.hf.ox:ma, and New Mexico were securel

¥ i e authorities at Washington were free to d 4
eir undivided attention to “conquering a peace.” 3 it

nounced that he entered N i
asd < e New Mexico “for the . s y
’ fﬂgl;gr;tg;gpgl; condition of its inl1abitantggfpois\’eo:liii§§:2sg tlll]nlon oy
a cati :
: Thid., 177-229, nent annexation.—(Ibid., 168.) en said of
'%:Ciggliz in Sen. Doc. 1, 30 Cong., 1 sess., 520-538
270-281; kaz’: g{l)arch} to S-.J._nta. Fe, reference may bé made to Ri
B i vnoisncs {r:;m.st of New Mexico, ete., 1-70; Emory’s N to lpIeY:_!
phan’s ExPEiditio:lm ff;_olggc %dBO C;)ng., 1 sess.), 15-45; Conzl‘glg{{al%g;:
Cutts’ . R i wards, Campai ; o
tts's Conquest of California and New Mexig,ugg—ﬁz? ; '?Tv?iicggﬁm' R
’
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