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ought not to hand over the command to Stockton, the next
officer in rank; but he could not bring himself to act. Stock-
ton, with that robust self-confidence which he never failed
to exhibit in any relation in life, was ready and anxious o
undertake the duty. On July 23, 1846, he sent a letter to
Sloat pointing out what ought to be done, and, in the tone
one might adopt toward a sick child, he asked: “Had you
not better send me an order to take command at once, and
make my own arrangements? It will facilitate operations,
and relieve you from a great deal of trouble.” ' Under the
influence of Stockton’s stronger will Sloat presently yielded,
and on June 29 sailed in the Levant for Panama, reaching
home in November, where he received a very sharp repri-
mand for his delay in seizing California.

How Stockton and Frémont blustered and swaggered, how
they got possession of all Upper California, how Governor
Pio Pico and General José Castro fled to Mexico, how
Gillespie, left in command at Los Angeles, exhibited himself
to the natives as a petty tyrant, how they rose and fought
the Americans with unexpected energy and temporary suc
cess, how Colonel Kearny with a hundred dragoons came
overland in time to have a share in the fighting, and how
the Americans finally succeeded, are details of local Cali-
fornia history which do not fall within the scope of this
book. It is enough to say that by what was called the
treaty of Cahuenga the entire native force surrendered on

January 13, 1847, and that not long afterward American =

reinforcements arrived, whereby American control of the
country was so fast riveted that no possible native rising

and no conceivable expedition from Mexico could have
shaken it. Thenceforth, all through the war, California

remained securely in the undisputed possession of the
United States.
1 Stockton to Sloat, July 23, 1846; ibid., 544,

CHAPTER XXXV

PLANNING A CAMPAIGN—THE OCCUPATION OF
NEW MEXICO

' Waen Congress had placed at the dispos i
istration ten m_i]lion dollars and fifty thc?us;icf ;Zlftim
task of preparing for a foreign war was only just begun
:How great that task was nobody in the cabinet had%alil :
idea. In the seventy years of national existence only twﬁ
wars had beep fought—both against Great Britain and
both on American soil—and the men at the head of affairs
::;3 u;;wcent of any knowledge of what was involved in
51 :1(;1 II)I;grkselifh an enterprise as that on which they were
%\Iot a single step had been taken toward planning a cam-
Itle:!gn. There was no intelligence department for either
noie Zrlll;{e or 13h}<13 navy. The government—as the President
g r w%t vexation—was without reliable information
e ?pogla;_)hy of Mexico, the character of the roads,
: Mﬂsisu.pp ies which could be drawn from the country, or the
ties or obstructions which might exist in canyiilg on a
tampaign.' Nobody seems to have known anything of even
s se;tasons. Scott announced, with the air of disclosing an
&0};3 I&nt secret, that there was rain in northern Mexico
Ly ay to the end qf September, and that there was
e re no advantage in undertaking military operations
ore October? Even the immediate surroundings of a
*Polk’s Diary, 11, 13 !
*8cott to Marcy, Mfy(gilef)tisfig’; IS?:S)].)OC. 378, 29 Cong., 1 sess., 6. Scott

&id he had received this i i
this information from “Col. A. B istingui
! ati . A. Butler
of the War of 1812, since minister in Mezxico, &e. &e., a.’ns ?ssgnf‘}tﬁﬁj

s
: stonl,n'wgn has travelled much in Mexico with Col. Butler. It is
5 ot{mr ind that the two know more of northern and middle Mexico
persons, taken together, in the District of Columbia.” See
195
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ant as Vera Cruz were unknown, and the dis-

place so import
cussion of a plan to attack it was suspended for a whole

week, until a former consul could be summoned from Rhode
Island to “draw a rough diagram” for the benefit of the
military and naval officers whose advice was asked.!

The obvious line of advance along the Rio Grande had
never been examined. Nobody in Washington knew what
was the depth of that river, or its volume of water at dif-
ferent seasons of the year, or how far it was navigable by

river steam-boats.

“Had we foreseen,” wrote the quartermaster—general six months
after war was declared, “ the nature of the navigation of the Mexican

coasts and harbors, and of the Rio del Norte, and built suitable steam-

boats several months ago, a million dollars might have been saved.”*

The navy,
dition and quite capable of maintaining 8

in excellent con
h places as could be approached

blockade or capturing suc
by vessels of deep draught; but it proved to be deficient in
] if the captureof

light-draught steamers, which were essentia
the towns near the Gulf was to be attempted.® The nui
ber of muskets issued to the navy was too small to arm
landing parties of any size, and light field-pieces for use in

such expeditions had never been supplied to cruising ships,
ed in foreign navies. The near=5

which was quite inadequaté =
the requirements of |
as yet hardly understood, little or no

numbers,

although that practice exist
est navy-yard was at Pensacola,
for the demands upon it. And finally,
steam-vessels being
provision for coaling had been made.*

The regular army was hopelessly inadequate in
however excellent in the quality of its personnel.

force on paper was 8,61

Chapter IX, above, as to the tr:

One wonders what had brought these two wor
May 25, 1846; ibid., 11.)

The total

avels of Butler and Mason in the year 1882

teen years.—(Scott to Marey,
1 Polk’s Diary, 11, 180, 195.
2 Jesup to Marcy, Nov. 7, 1846; H. R. Do
3 Report of the Secrelary of the Navy, Dec.

2 sess., 382.
« Conner's Home Squadron, etc., passim.

¢. 60, 30 Cong., 1 sess., 564.

so far as sea-going ships were concerned, was

6; but the total number “present ftﬂ{‘ ;

thies together again after four-

5, 1846; H. R. Doc. 4,29 Congy
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”
g;lgy;o by Fhe;orgtgms at the f:lose of the year 1845, was onl
non_comnnmm.lssSSion :d ogcers (including the staff) and 5 61y2’
. officers, musicians, artificers, and , ri-
g 0 da little over six thousand. The regimtfl)lts
i u(})l(; to skeletons by the act of August 23
o y, b ﬁf( vdv ch the number of enlisted men in a com:
i ! et heai;i :Zg)%;cwo ;91: the infantry and artillery,
. _ 8. The result was that the ei
f%?ﬁzngi ZE 1tnlfa,ntry and the two of dragoons avers,g:jcleclnglglt
iy ree hund.red men each, “present for dut t
i ry were nominally organized to form four ry.'-
3 , of somewhat greater actual strength.? e
: pms‘;(élé fas war was declared Congress did what it could
e | oorf 1;22?2;3;2% nthe .reta.gular army. An increase in
‘ existing regiments of
:Eg;l towc();:ﬁdhu&ldred men in each company was aﬁihl;%;légr
gt oubl_e t,zle force. A corps of “Sappers’
: wa:s passe(zintggger; mw:zs c;eated—on paper. And an
’ | vide for raising a Regi
thgugfgteRﬁe%en audng or establishing mﬁitary S%laﬁz?lz oolf
. ti'eg:on. A.month later, on June 19 and
e tn was authorized to appoint another major-
i tgo b{lgadlers' In the regular army; the or-
S e e vlo unteers into divisions and bﬁgédes with
R e e
_ ] e quartermaster’
ml’ﬁgé 1::1:;18 :n;dwal departments wag provided tf?)rr.s‘*} ot
e epartments were probably adequate, before
A no’thin h:(lir brespectwe duties, but until the end of
i capabgle P een dox}e toward developing an organi-
| e Ot‘ ea:hng w1t1.1 a force of fifty or sixty thou-
e perating in a foreign country. No thought had
n given to the subject. Taylor at Palo A.%to hzd

'U. 8. Stat. at Large, V, 512,

of the Commanding G
2) Cong., 1 sess., 208 ¢! seq. 0 General.of the Army, Nov. 20, 1845; Sen. Dos. 1,

1. 8, Stat
it Mexico, . at Large, IX, 11,12, 13. 'The “mounted rifles” served, in fact
, 1 fact,

p Ibl'd., 17, 20.
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been encumbered with a train of hundreds of wagons, and
it was not until months afterward that the use of pack-
mules for army transport seems to have crossed the mind of =
any one in Washington.! :'
The younger officers were mostly graduates of West
Point, and so far as theoretical training in the art of war
could make them good soldiers they were excellent, buf
they had never seen a civilized enemy. The greatest weak- =
ness of the army was in its senior officers, most of whom
were incapacitated by age or sickness. As there was no |
retired list, “there was hardly a regiment in service which *
could take the field with its full number of field officers. *
. . . The general officers were also advanced in years, and |
many of them too much so to be useful.” 2 |
Of these elderly generals, the highest in rank, though by~
no means in years, was Major-General Winfield Scott, then =

just a little under sixty years of age.® He was a Virginian
by birth, like General Taylor; but there the resemblance |
ended, for no two men were ever more unlike. Scott wasa |

citizen of the world, well read, fond of company and good
living, with genial manners. He had spent a year or more:
at William and Mary College, and had then studied law in
Richmond, and when twenty-two years old had obtained &
commission in the regular army. His services in the War ]
of 1812, which shortly afterward ensued, were against Brit=
ish troops, and justly attracted the attention and admiras
tion of the country; and they were rewarded by rapid pros
motion and a gold medal struck by order of Congress.
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death of General Macomb, he was made a major-general
and called to the command of the whole army. His duties
had on the whole been performed in pleasant places, and
during his nearly fifty years in the army he had lived chiefly
in or near New Orleans, New York, and Washington.

His colossal frame and striking features would have at-
fracted attention at any time and in any company, but he
also loved to set off his personal advantages by the finest
uniforms. But for the tall, fair periwig, he was Esmond’s
General Webb to the life, and those lines which pleased Webb
50 highly might well have been written of Scott:

“Before the front the general sternly rides
With such an air as Mars to battle strides;
Propitious heaven must sure a hero save,
Like Paris handsome, and like Hector brave.”

He was his own worst enemy. A love of paradox, ex-
tra,ordl.nary vanity, and the restless pen of a ready writer
were .}_us chief defects. But he was withal a diligent student
of mllitgry affairs, and knew from books the whole art of
war as 1t was practised thirty years after Waterloo. His
personal.courage was unquestionable, his health and energy
were unimpaired, and he possessed the keen judgment of
men that enabled him to select and inspire young and ca-
p_&ble subordinates. He had, in a word, most of the essen-
tial qualities of a great general. But at the beginning of
the Me}dcan War Scott was suffering from one very seri-
ous disability. He was a declared Whig, and had, unfortu-

nately for his usefulness, allowed himself to be * mentioned”
for the Presidency on more than one occasion. Indeed, in
the convention which nominated General Harrison he had
teceived sixty-two votes on the ballot before the last.! In
184@ he had prudently declined to let his name be used as
against Clay, but it could hardly be doubted that he had an
fager eye on the next nomination.

Since the closé of that war he had twice visited Europef
as a traveller; had had some share in directing the conduct
of the Black Hawk and Seminole wars; had been sent by
President Jackson to take command in Charleston Harbor =
when nullification threatened civil war; and had discharged ~
with success quasi-diplomatic missions to the Cherokee I
dians and on the Canadian frontier. In 1841, upon the §

1 Polk’s Diary, I1, 118 (Sept. 5, 1846). A

*Ripley, I, 95. Adjutant-General to Secretary of War, July 30, 184; §

H. R. Doc. 4, 29 Cong., 2 sess., 71. (]
¢ He was born June 13, 1786.

’bu;sfmtt himself believed that he would have been nominated at that ti.me
! Vt’{r t_hg blunden_ng of his former legal preceptor, Mr. Leigh, who headed
irginia delegation,.—(Scott’s Autobiography, 355-359.)

1
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It is therefore, perhaps, not very surprising that Polk’s
administration did not care to consult him before the war
with Mexico was declared. What is much more singular
is that Scott should not have thought it worth while to
trouble himself on the subject. He must have guessed, ab
least since January, 1846, when the order was sent to Taylor
to advance to the Rio Grande, that war was possible; but
he never, so far as appears, made the slightest attempt
at preparation. A more experienced administration would
doubtless have set the staff of the War Department to0 work
from the moment diplomatic negotiations were broken off,
<o as to have plans ready for any emergency. But, as it
was, they did not call for information and Scott did not
volunteer advice; and s0 by the thirteenth of May, when
war was declared, everything had till to be planned and
provided for.
Next in rank to Scott, although several years older, was

Brigadier—General Edmund Pendleton (laines, a majors
general by brevet, who was stationed at New Orleans, it
command of what was called the western division.! Nearly
twenty years before he had had a bitter controversy with

Scott, and they had
had been rivals in Adams’s administration for appoint

ment to the head of the army, at the time when General

Macomb was appointed. A majority of the cabinet had

favored Scott, but Adams would not have him.

«There was not,” he recorded, “ one voice for Gaines. He and Seott

have both made themselves obnoxious by e
nation and contempt of the civil authority. ik
rank and precedency has

but indecency.” *

heir controversy fof

been carried on by both not only with rancot

The only other officer i the army above the rank of
colonel was John E. Wool, a native of New York, who

1 Ag to Gaines’s earlier record gee Vol. I, 372-380, above.
507. Richard Rush, who was a mem

2 Adams’s Memoirs, VI,
Adams cabinet, related some further particulars 0
dent Polk. See Polk’s Diary,

¢l seq., where a long

been on bad terms ever since. 'They

ontinual acts of insubordi+

ber of the |
{ this controversy to PIEE
11, 343; and Curtis's Life of Buchanaty 1,06 |

letter from Rush gives part of the story.
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ente :
R e e DA b Ind e with et
state and in C +
d anada. F
r;lrflt ;tHZﬁi battle of Plattsburg he was gix?:ngi]lianlj s
el andeira;lst-z?l?jnet served subsequently as inesperc?c;it
) ade rigadier-general i ]
Z;ﬁ;real;j of the Mexican War hegwasr?n 1501:%1841' gk
Bulit,nth vision,-with head-quarters at New Yé?]?nd s
il ?&1%}}1, the organization of a general staff w ]
B t(:; e.\lztreme, and the President and all }?.;S Z{T
e declfai: ;; ionegli?cted the most obvious presiimi—
: n of war, certain f A
cam : LR eature
asw};falli zﬁl:e ev1dent}y indicated in advanees}f ; th?. f.irSt
e (itary considerations. In the first Igcp " itical
dent to ta?cré stf e}ﬁeaii?dlgf gh’pressed purpose olfJ thz’ %r:;s
; uch of the Mexi : i
least be Mexican territo
pensatiolgqtl:)“ﬁgnt‘ to a war indemnity, in adgt?snv:?)uid i
that polic erican claimants. It seems, howev il
Secretary J;fvéats tnOt vakn clecly underStOOd,’ even b el‘1,3 tI}]lia’t
ik ate. At a cabinet meeting held on tge i
e i Am)f_w\rar was declared, a draft was read of i
e e iniman diplomatic agents announcin t(])I af i
-y Bmhanaended to b_e communicated to all fogrei i
stated in this g;af&?ﬁciﬁzdlng to !;he President’s dia%; pﬁ:ci
i i &cquitritnlire %ut-eg States had not gc;ne to
; either 1 3 5
or any other portion of thebliexicanaigbn:l?;;or New e

[{3
I told him.,” :
, the President

gone to war f nt recorded, “that thou
would if Pl'actgz ai)finqli)est‘, yet it was clear that in magll{linwe e
e i, eo0 ta};n California and such other pori.- peacfe ‘Ze
Mexico, and ' as would be sufficient to indemni ey

to emnify ou
el"né-wﬂtinug;fxyc;rf;se eX(;i)g el e Whih :hi[:l;not::etrs En
: and injuries had forced us t ¥
o wage. I told

him it was
well known that th i
means of indemnifying us.” e Mexican Government had no other

But B ith his si
L tauet;:;uill?n, w1tk3 his §1ngular faculty of seeing terrif
e every imaginable path of conduct A
- il uct, was for a
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MclLane announced to Lord ;'

«Mr. Buchanan said if when Mr.
o the latter should de-

Aberdeen the existence of the War with Mexic
mand of Mr. McLane to know if we intended to acquire California or
any other part of the Mexican territory and no gatisfactory answer
was given, he thought it almost certain that both England and France
would join with Mexico in the war against us.”

A hot discussion at once sprang up, which lasted more =

than two hours—* one of t
the President thought, whic
The result was that the paragrap
out.!

It was the con
Upper California ought to b
coast of the Gulf of Mexico mu
sonably certain that no great
pated in any of these attempts,

concerned it was only necessary to
officers of the Gulf and Pacific squadrons that war had been

declared. But the military forces had yet to be organized,
their numbers determined, their commanders selected, and

their line of march definitely fixed.

For invading New
force already existed In Colonel Stephen W. Kearny’s regis
ment of dragoons, five companies of which had made 8
practice march of over two thousand miles during the pre=

ceding summer. The greater part of the command was 8

Fort Leavenworth, and the remainder
sas; and as they were immediately available, orders were

sent to Kearny on the day war was declared to set out ol
the Santa Fe trail. At the same time a requisition Was sent

to the Governor of
teers to follow him.?

The blockade of the Mexican
their frontier settlements were,
portant measures. They would

he most earnest and interesting,”
b had oceurred in his cabinet.
h objected to was struck

clusion of the cabinet that New Mexico and

o seized at once, and that the
st be blockaded. It wasrea===
opposition was to be antici-
and so far as the navy was
notify the commanding

not at all affect the o~

1 Polk’s Diary, 1, 397 (Ma
printed in Moore’s Buchanan, V1, 484.

‘ 2 Polk’s Diary, 1, 396.

ports and the seizure o
however, relatively unin-

Mexico an admirable nucleus of & 1

in Towa and Arkan==

Missouri for a thousand mounted volui= |

il

|
|

y 13, 1846). The circular as finally sent out i
R ]
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f:?h:d u;n;n?l?al:yw flo)rce .:)if Mexico, -and 1t was obvious, eve
must be the real ol;.;:;tie;;t gf (zi l;l;nf &b-iﬂe% i this,latte?
. _ ; paign. Ho
oy ’F‘hﬁtﬁzie(i 1t was for him (in the 1::1stW r::::t)el::d
e n 1atct of Qongress had given him ﬁ'do
P (n'ot e‘(ce:(sr eft to him to decide how many vl le
o S o) i ol o
. olve i 1 ,
;:éle ;I;)lr;rsit;nit; [glan; but Scot't, sent for ti ti{;nxsil’(rﬁs tl?c? .
ol .(;;ntflete project to present. It was lrlls:f;
e o ;‘ war had been formally declared that
. uice oI a plan of campaign could be laid
i b -.d t was then tentatively agreed that
I tiounend on Cimatna (o e =
o ' which t
Meﬁzﬂ;ﬁo ;ﬁgo’f}? was hg)s’.clle to the central }glgl"fir‘;ﬁelsl?f{]e
. thé k. e remaining available forces were to 5
e o ? on the lower Del Norte and in th 4
B tr:l y thous'and volunteers were to be callefi fln ;
it st r(lice, rWthh were to be apportioned am e
e ne Western si.;ates——Texas, Arkansas X]ﬂg
B ng;tanﬁ PGeorgIa, and Missouri, IIlinois I;l:
i thou:ght.t .uc ¥, and Tennessee. The Presi’dent
o :Oeilti thousand an excessive number, but
ke é; fa ¢ the responsibility of any fa,ilu}re f
o y refusing to grant to Gen’l Scott all l(l)e
This was all very well as f '
i . ar as it went, and i i
& esfiif_:o;,ls i;c())r s;x thousand volunteers; bu,t it (}eg: Eggfzﬁd
ey thousg (zlclsely what was to be done with the oth ;
o tn , ot to( ‘speak of Taylor’s regulars lf i
e S(z ip?rate “on the lower Del Norte a,’n;v iI?
g fa\.mra,bl oft’s advice was sought, but the President
il y }mp.resssd with him. “He has had ex
] thpro ession,” the President confided t h?-
‘ ought was rather scientific and visiona?y i:

views”; but neverth

_ eless th 1

:;:g, | i e command of the mnvading
1401 (May 14, 1846).




204 THE UNITED STATES AND MEXICO

army was verbally offered to General Scott and accepted
by him.

Within a week the President began to doubt whether
Seott was the man for the place, after all. A story reached
him that Scott had said he would probably not go to the
seat of war until about the first of September; and the Presi-
dent, who was still under the customary delusion of Ameri
can public men, that a few thousand recruits with weapons
in their hands constituted an army, sent word to Scott
that no such delay would be permitted and he must proceed
to his post or be superseded.’ Again, two days later, on
Thursday, May 21, there was
a private letter written by Scott to Senator Archer, of

Virginia, in which very s
to the appointment of officers to the new regiment of

“mounted rifles,” intended for service in Oregon.

“The proposed Riflemen,” ran the Jetter, “are intended by western
ther pay to western democrats. Not

men to give commissions or ra

eastern man, not a graduate of the Military Academy and certainly
not a whig would obtain a place. . . . You may be certain I shall not
dishonor myself by recommending any individual whatever.”

A letter of this kind, addressed by the general in com- |

mand of the army to one of the leaders of the opposition

in the Senate, was enough to rouse
dents, and it made Polk furious.

“The letter,” he noted, “ was of a partisan character; wholly unbe- |

r-in-chief of the army, and highly exceptionablé
he President. 1t proved to me that
but recklessly vindictive in his feel-

coming the commande
in its tenor and language toward t
Gen’l Scott was not only hostile,
ing towards my administration. .

! Ibid., 408 (May 19, 1846). The story in
Seott had declined to go to the front because
arations for the next presidential election;
Scott’s refusal was sure to ‘‘ blight his prospec
idency, which he has been looking fo!
years.”—(Taylor to Wood, June 27 an

' ‘Battlefields, 11-18.)

but in Taylor's own opinion;

brought to the White House = .

trong language was used in reference =

the meekest of Presi |

.. After seeing this letter I canty

General Taylor's camp was thk & |
it would interfere with hprtW

ts most effectually for the préss g
rward to with a longing eye for many  §
d 24, 1846; Taylor's Letters from the
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have no confid i i s di
ence in Gen’l Scott’s disposition to carry out the views

of the administrati y
Norte.”! on as commander-in-chief of the army on the Del

But ' i
ke S:):;seo ;er{?lged behind. _Marcy, in conversation
him, apropos of hise a?lisjfxfcefivilllingi' gl o
Rio Grande until September, th " hars s
; _ ; , that there w
zlflmllml;l):t}lter;)ce at hlS delay. Marey, it s::mz g(})lt;(é de&z
" gp < est to give Scott the President’s m(;ssage I?Et
L theu‘l‘ gene:ra% terms of the excited feelings o;' the
djsappofntln tpat-notlc ardor” of the volunteers, and the
e tzn ttii}ey and the country would feel it: an arm
o nsc E)usand men were idle for months on th)é
o Marc? t s;ept on t@s conversation, and, instead
e to Ma A an talking it out face to face, committed
o nlri’en able folly of writing him a long letter
e g ea}:ly and forcibly the amount and varit;t
i Olr?ftwor necessary to be done in Wa.shingtony
| do say that, as he learned that “much im a:
oy eady felt, perhaps in high quarters,” at I1)113
d aggrl,ns te mu}sl,t now stop work in order to guar:i himself
e to.,”pei'l ean,ps, utter qondemnation, in the quarters al-
o importa‘:]vas, l}e said, too ol.d a soldier not to feel the
et dce of securing himself against danger in
e athvancn}g against the public enemy. If he
e o ve the active, candid, and steady stip ort of
rnment, 1t would be infinitely better for aﬁl 001(1)-

cerned that some other
should be selected. er commander of the army in Mexico

“M = s
v expl ing is,”
plicit meaning is,” he added, “ that I do not desire to place

myself in the most peril
Washi petions of all positions:—a fire u ‘
ngton, and the fire, in Jront, from the Mcar'iﬁms ’{)Eon el

Mar . .
& c%:)](l){f course, sent this silly letter to the President at
considered that it conclusively proved Scott’s

1 Polk’ Y
Ik’s Diary, I, 414 (May 21, 1846).

*Beott to
in orgingl. Marcy, May 21, 1846; Sen. Doc. 378, 20 Cong,, 1 sess., 5. Ttali
3 ey D ics




