CHAPTER XXXIV
THE OCCUPATION OF CALIFORNIA

Loxa before the outbreak of actual hostilities President
Polk had had an eager eye upon California. The seizure
of that outlying portion of Mexican territory was S0 easy an
operation for & naval power that it could never have been
overlooked in any consideration of possible warfare, and
it is therefore not at all surprising that as early as June,
1845, instructions were sent to the commodore commanding
the Pacific squadron requiring him 1o act promptly if the

emergency should arise.
garded as critical. Mexico, early in

The situation was re
March of that year, had broken off diplomatic negotiations
with the United States, and had proclaimed her intention

of maintaining and upholding her rights in Texas, of which,

che asserted, she had been unjustly despoiled. From Par-
rott, the secret agent of the United States, came informa-
parties, and that

tion that war seemed to be the desire of all
preparations for war were in prog
government at the same time expres

new invasion.?

in Texas, was even more €
of seven thousand Mexican troops on the Rio Grande,

ready to advance the moment annexation was Seel to
be imminent, and expressing the opinion that war with

Mexico was inevitable.”*

The receipt of this last news :n Washington was at onces

followed by orders to General Taylor to be ready to march

from Natchitoches, an
1W. 8. Parrott to Buchanan, April 26 and May 22, 1845; State Depl. MBS
2 Allen to Donelson, May 19, 1845; Sen. Doc. 1, 20 Cong., 1 gess., 61

s Donelson to Buchanan, June 4, 1845; ibid., 66.
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ress,! while the Texal
sed their fears of 8

Donelson, the American chargé d'affaires =
mphatic, reporting the presence

. neutrality.” 3

d by orders to Captain Stockton :
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the senior officer of
the navy o
operate i : n the coast
Clt))enne: lgtn;’“ng the American troops.! ?lfoTéxa’S’ rdne
directin,g g il;sa;:lola, orders were sent a few ﬁmm‘)d"re
that ever sa.iledS ow his force—*“perhaps the Iau-at Puiw
Mexican ports ot iile Aericns ﬂag”—be%eSt _—
disodgo }Iljer t;oind’fm case Mexico should declare iy
B ot of thepsi?, : goglr ;ng post she might have ::;t, f)(;
: . A nae, to :
{)Illc?’ e d, if possible, to take thetake pomhon & T
88" castle of San Juan de
n the twenty-fo
. -fourth of J ~
dential” urth of June, 1845, “
mmmand(;;deishwere also sent to (’jomm:)doigcjce)?mar]])d -
ealing bis ft teniiglmtteq‘ f}fates naval forces in the l.’SIEEt;
: 0 " the present P
between this country and I\-Iexic;_”asfficl :i tgt; relations
e earnest

desire of the Presi
esident, he
of peace 1t, he was told, to (
Ously ca;e?lﬁq, Eloat “as therefore dil‘ecte%m?c:l ebth‘? po.lley
0 avoid anything that looked like ;ggrass{du-
€ss101.

If, however, the Mexi
, the Mexican
he was to act with vigor. government should declare war

(3 3
The Mexican ports on the Pacific,”

[
are Baid tO be
that Mexico ha;) Izle:c]zf:dddefencele§s. If you ascertain with ;
once possess yourself 0;_‘ tIWar against the United Statesl : cert:«flxlnty
occu i e port of San 4 , you will at
“ %’;S:frgno,t;ler ports as your force mayF;:I‘]’:_StCO, and blockade or
2 It yo it.
f_Jf an express de::lal::t}if lﬂdfﬁnd yourself called upon by th 3

.SanFrancisco and Dtherg\&) _‘_'"9-1' against the United S tﬁ 2 e certainty
if possible, the most fri t:}}lcan ports, you will be carefuli to occupy
where you can do iendly relations with the inhabi 0 preserve,
s0, you will encourage them to ad];‘ tlta,nts ; and,

p a course of

said the Secretary of the Navy

Vln t

the event of
. war, the Nav
months did nothing f avy Department for the next four

i urther, beyond makin
gthening Sloat’s squadron; but on fh: rsl;ea\lgnet?enttlf
ent

! Buchan
2 an to Donelson, June 15, 1845; ibid., 42

Baneroft to Clo
. nner, July 11, 1845:
eroft, to Sloat, June 24, 1845, ibz'?; Zor % 30 Cong,, 1 sem, 222
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of October, 1845, both the State and Navy Departments

awoke to sudden activity in relation t0 California. There
was nothing in the general aspect of public affairs to lead

to any immediate action. Only the day before, the Secre-
al Taylor that “the in-

tary of War had written to Gener
formation which we have here, renders it probable that no
cerious attempts will, ab present, be made by Mexico 0
invade Texas.””* The cabinet a month before had decided
to ask, through the American consul in Mexico, whether an
American diplomatic agent would be received, and they
were hopefully awaiting & favorable answer. The sole rea-
' ons concerning California just ab

son for giving instructic
this time, was because the United States frigate Congress,

bound to the Pacific, was reported to be ready for sea ab
Norfolk.
The fact that any such instructions were sent was a care-

fully guarded secret. To Commodore Stockton, commands

ing the Congress, sealed orders were given, not to be open

till the ship should b
under which he was directed to proceed to the Pacific, where

his ship was ultimately to form par of Commodore Sloat's
squadron. But he was, in the first place, to make the best
of his way to the Sandwich Islands, where he was to land hi

pa,ssengers—the American commissioner and the consul 0
Hawaii, with their families.

e “without the Capes of Virginia,”

nished your duties at the Sandwich Tslands,”
the sealed orders continued, “you will s
and in person, or by 2 perfectly trustwort
closed letter to our Consul at that place.

Consul, gain all the information you can on Mexican affairs, an
all in your power to conciliate the good feeling of the people of tha

place towards the United States. On leaving Monterey, you
join the squadron of Commodore Sloat.” *

«When you have fi

You will confer with

the American €0

The letter to Larkin,
rged to deliver with such un

which Stockton was cha

1 Marey to Taylor, Oct. 16, 1845; ibid., 89.
Stockton, Oct. 17, 1845; Richman, California, 528, 529.

2 Bancroft to

ail directly for Montereys
hy hand, deliver the en=

ddo |
that

nsul at Monterey;

T T
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recauti i

fhe san::n;;, :Za:s w;‘;ltten by the Secretary of State and b
] for the in?o:f:? tthtockton. After thankﬁf;

California, and referri ion he had furnished i
eferring to the “anxi Fesporting
the government and g to the “anxious solicitude” of
th L people of the United o
¢ future destiny of that country, Buchaigioe;rgzggsrgu’zg
ed to

explain the policy of the Uni
nit . ;
events by no means jus tiﬁ;;.d States in terms which future

“Iﬂ the C()nt
B o uesltesl;ettv}:ee? Mexico and California,” he said, “
the United States; butehormer Sh-ould commence hostiliti b e
dependence, we shall " SdOU]icli California assert and m aint;e'S E;lgamst
i Lt ender her all the ki $ in her in-
a sister Re ; e kind offi
to gratify ar?:ill;::)c;jeghli Government has no a;esiéir:) l?:l' power, as
ire to extend aspiration
tory than we alr nd our federal syst : £
; eady posses ystem over more terri
wish of the inde ss, unless by the fr ITl~
. pendent peopl b2 (3 ee and spontaneo
cise of compulsi gl o of adjoining territori us
would be rel;’ugnoar:] :)ll')(l);rll]pzoptle]r influence to acmmp]izlﬁss-ucg'he exef-
the poliey R a result
ment. But whil o the policy and principle :
could not view ;'srsittht}-]esf3 are the sentiments ofptl'slec'fpthl% Govern-
B or indifference the transfer of Cali T.ESIdent, he
“On all any other European Power of California to Great
ro : T
GOVemmeI?t ;f(:l‘ Oﬁlons you should not fail prudently t
ference to their ep ple of California of the danger of y ]‘]’ warn the
& Buropean doIr)nilc'e and p&‘osperity; torinbpike e wSl:Icl an llnter..
liberty and i lon, and to arouse in thei 1Lh a jealousy
. independe eir bosoms that 1
Whilst T re nce so natural to th : ove of
peat that this o the American Conti
stances, intend to i government does not. n Lontinent.
e’ to interfere bet , under existing cir
vigorously inter etween Mexico and California, i cum-
pose to prev: a lfOrma it wo ld
or French Colo p ent the latter fr b i 1M
B . ny. In this tl . om becoming a Briti
C%vag;]r_xllans themselves. ey might surely expect the aid of :;:
. st th : 2
induce Califofmireti:dgnt will make no effort and use no infl
of this Union yet if t‘;lcOme one of the free and independ uence to
with ours, they would be people should desire to units h ent States
done without affordi e received as brethren, whenev eir destiny
“In addition tor ing Mexico just cause of c:)m lr!e‘f;er g g
o your Consul . plamnt. . . .,
Proper to appoi ular functions, the Presi
consider thl;P p:::tsy 0“3 confidential agent in Calif(f:rl:ii:flt has thought
character, The c{:)itﬁd eSpatch.as your authority for, an.d Jou may
ey ence wh_lch he reposes in your 3‘2'!13. in this
by conferring upon you this de]ie:& 10:115311 and
and 1mpor-

t- Y 5‘
0l
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other than your Consular

and English agents there by assuming any
Lieutenant Archibald H. Gillespie of the Marine Corps

character.

will immediately proceed to Monterey, and will probably reach you
before this despatch. He s a gentleman in whom the President re-
poses entire confidence. He has seen these instructions and will co-
operate as & confidential agent with you, in carrying them into exect=
tion.” *

nth of October orders were sent t0
h varied in one important particu-
evious June. Instead of telling
rts if he ascertained ‘ with

On the same seventee
(ommodore Sloat, whic
lar from the orders of the pr

him to seize the Californian po
certainty” that Mexico had declared war, he was told thab

«in the event of actual hostilities,” he Was to dispose of his
whole force “so as to carty out most offectually the objects
specified in the instructions forwarded to you from the
Department in view of such a contingency.’

In preparing these instructions the cabinet ab Washing-
ton was acting upon :formation which, as we DOW know,
was in a measure erroneous. 1t was not true that Cali-
fornia was trying to throw off her connection with Mexico,
or that there was any “contest” going on between them,
or that her people wanted anything more than a sort of
home rule in purely local affairs. Nor was it true that
either the British or the French government designed taking

California. But the American quthorities cannot be justly
elying upon information which came to them
ul in California, and which correspond

from their cons

with so much else that reached them.
d wishes of the adminis-

But, whatever the real hopes an
tration in respect to the California
instructions to Larkin outlined a policy which was at 1
perfectly clear and consistent. The President and his ad=
visers hoped that war wo
able to buy California, which was the great object they
were now aiming at; and they hoped to get it by the o
operation and with the good-will of the inhabitants. If

ct. 17, 1845; Moore’s Buchanan, V1, 275-21T.

1 Buchanan to Larkin, O
Frémont's Memoirs, I,

2 Bancroft to Sloat, Oect. 17, 1845;

ns may have been, the

uld not come. They hoped to be

THE OCCU
3 | CUPATION OF CALIFORNIA 169
alifornians could be ind
ndent i by, uced to de
pe of Mexico while negotiationsCl(ir'le]i(fl?em?e]ves g
: mi

protracted) were goi
going on, so much ght be lon
’ the better. B :
. bBut, on

the other hand, w. 2
g ar mlght oc :
were to b < cur, and
ship of th: ilnn}f;iitly tSEIZed) WhiIJe the lgozga;i‘ilase t&he ports
_ 1ants w d: i an fr-
The Americans. i ere still to be sedul iend-
y 1 the evi OUS}y Cllltiv t
tors, as defende event of war, were ated.
18 against Mexi ¢ 0 come as libera-
event as conquerors Mexican oppression 3 &
e And all this was to . and in no
to intervene. 'Y as to give no excuse to Euro;e:;)nli”t‘fted
It was evide 1008
tions to Larkin I;E,N(}f course, that these important i
not reach them by (;:Itere¥ and to Sloat at Maz;,ltl lnStr:;Jc-
Islands for many ay of Cape Horn a an could
tenant Archl-lf;é Eorglhﬁs to come, and forr;‘]li:}izafan?ich
corps, was sent t C llespie, of the United St on Lieu-
duplicates o California by wa tates marine
Pty g(;fveﬂiltf;3 o et chiﬁéfeé‘“ﬁ:éw’ rigiog
. A 0 e und _ : A z 3 as ne SUb-
communication erstood, with im
the in.‘structionsS -to {};ikfriers to Sloat he ggﬁlﬁdve?al
voyage to V. n he committed t ; but
memory pmﬁ?ﬁ ?ruz, and then destroye dotrglemory on the
; 0 be exact, for when his Vzlg?per.f His
on of the

mstructi i
10ns was written out in Montere

in unim it di
unimportant details { nterey 1t differed
8 ivered & Stockton. rom the original, which was I:_r;gr(

Gﬂl : .

kin and co- :
the President’ operating with him in th ‘
carry g meesnslzepfacea.ble policy in Califc?rn(}zvelopment g
. z 2 "
g)ﬂlted States‘_CZpa;ja?lnchho &OI‘% picturesque agjlftatl)?oﬂgo
s of : h 3
IPs of topographical engineers, Wﬁgliiastsifggnt, dOf S
osed, when

g ] P 'lﬁ
C

The son
of a Frenchman from Lyons, who had
! married a

1
mdir::;f‘bly the reason why
memo; ed through Mexico
. n? and destroYed was
0st, consuls) had none,

the despateh to 8
i loat was preserved
while the despatch to I reserved by Gillesp
: l'sec:&k‘;JSf:L aSI 8/ teh to Larkin was comm'lned tioe
oat had a cipher code, while lita.rki
n

S
s
2 —_r
——
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Jady of good family in Virginia, Captain Frémont was born
in Savannah, Georgia, January 21, 1813. Through the
influence of Poinsett, young Frémont was appointed teacher
of mathematics on the sloop-of-war Naichez about 1836. He
subsequently became a railroad surveyor, in which capacity
he surveyed a good deal of wild country. In Van Buren’s
" administration Frémont, again under Poinsett’s influence,
was appointed a second lieutenant in the corps of topo-
graphical engineers and was sent to make explorations in
the region between the upper Missouri River and the Cana-

dian frontier. From these expeditions he returned to Wash-

ington, where he was employed in preparing the reports of
t and married one

these explorations; and while there, he me
of the daughters of Senator Benton, of Missouri.

Not long after this lucky marriage President Tyler’s ad-
ministration determined to send out an expedition to explore
the Rocky Mountains, with a view to improving the means
of communication with Oregon, & subject that was attract-
ing much attention, and Frémont was appointed to com=
mand it.! He set out from St. Louis early in June, return=

ing on October 17, 1842. His route was that which had
trappers and emi-

been followed for years by the Oregon
grants up the north branch of the Platte River, past Fort

Taramie to the South Pass, and then on by the western
glopes of the Wind River Mountains. The value of the
expedition consisted not in the discovery of a new coun-
try, but in the accurate surveys which Frémont made of
regions never before correctly mapped, and in the lively
and interesting account which he gave of the scenes through

which he passed.
Having complete

1843 was again on t

the southward of his forme

d his report, Frémont in the summer of
he march for the West. Keeping t0
r route, he explored the country

1 See his report in Sen. Doe. 174, 28 Cong,, 2 sess., 9-79. Frémont’s traid=
ing and experience, of course, made him a perfectly suitable person for appoint-
ment to the command of this expedition, but there is some evidence
political considerations and a desire to get
had a good deal to do with his selection.—
Tiylers, 11, 202.) Tyler, however, never succe

(Tyler's Letters and Times of the
eded in winning Benton's sup

- geles, reached Utah L

Benton’s support in the Senate ]
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é i
now served by the Union Paci :
F rt , y amﬁc Rallwa
ar?d fﬁﬁiﬁ&f;ﬁm which point he turned 1)170351 f:;dWESt r
B s S E Viell-known Oregon trail, diverging tgtmc'k
e River on (? e. He came back from the lake t V;Shlt
& o thé c 1; reaf:hlng Oregon in the autumn, w iy
nected his su olumbia as Fort Vancouver whers hent %
lori Tveys with those of Captain W',Ik ’ e
p ﬁng_expedimon. likes's naval ex-
- W:»;f;ﬂfl t;le Oiigon settlements late in November, 1
b of tlslou‘. easter']y direction and followed th, b
almost waterl ¢ Sierra Nevada. He was there b t‘ s
o 3 aei}"tt—zss dESEI.'t and an inhospitable ran ee ‘;Veen it
tum wes ¢ eéasjl-lﬂe“.ng severe hardships, he degter0 et
ventura Wh? h Lfom.la’ hoping to find the Rive;n l];]ed k:
as flowin ch was laid down on the maps of th eriod
such rivfr westerly into San Francisco Bay. Of it
astonishin (ftl ite?i G Frémont finally Sl‘lcceede?u'rse he
in the Verjgr d:ag Fad}ng his party across the Sierra Nu:l a
. o Afo winter, reaching Sutter’s Fort e e]v s
Helvetia and obt:%r‘reStlng nearly three weeks a‘? PI{; :
: aining much- : ew
and his needed suppl
i Elellld set out for the south. Traveﬁﬁllesé P;iémont
B il ;Y; they crossed the mountains in gA f]] i
ed the well-known Spanish trail from Los A
1 S An-
Fort ake at the end of May ,
back, i:Jlllsthe Ar.kansas River, on the first of ;311 gt
- t. Louis on August 6, 1844, y, and were
. :l ngovnme er of 1845 Frémont started upon his thi
¥er before I];mlle;lt expedition, with a larger part thrd
g e left the borders of civilization i Y than
shout tint up the Arkansas River to its ks L
Utah Lal; ::ltzideirln Leadville, and then struck ac
ey a,td e Great Salt Lake. By the end ;088 y
what is “°WyNeva§;aﬁ3fd through a considerableopali tg;
tory, at W 3 AR WES encamped in Mexi :
alker Lake, in the western part ofe)’c{il(::t? siertl;-
ate.

they divided, and by di
_ ) b
41085 the Sierra Nevada. y different routes proceeded
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About the middle of January, 1846, Fré{nont,- with a few witing, by Frémont’s :
houts of the rest being still unknown undter e iorders of hisagl;iogty, that the latter had com
route to th . ment to oo
e Pacific; that he had left }it;rz z}’m gapractflcgble
ny of fifty

of his men (the wherea
to him), went to Sutter’s Fort, and from there he went by
water to San Francisco Bay and to Monterey- Frome;a;J hired men, not soldiers, on th
, on :
an account of S =8 to rest themselves and theirtafﬁgglntletgf the desretinant
s; that he had oo
me to

Francisco he wrote to his wife, giving
journey from the Great Qalt Lake. “1 am DOW going,” he Monterey to obtain clothi
wrote, “on business to see Some gentlemen o1 the coast, gls men were rested h(;c;g;m% and money; and that wh
regon. The Mexi ended.to contiate bl R
e Mexican authorities madguﬁohlsb{i‘:lit’{ley to
ction at

and will then join ™Yy people, and complete our SUIVEY in :

this part of the world as rapidly as possible. . - - So soon the time, but reported to th
0 the central gov

government.!

as the proper season comes, and my animals are rested, we Somewhere about th
turn ourdfaces hfome:z,vard, and be sure that grass ill nob hah:ing collected all his Eletwe;ltieth of February Frémont
row under our feet. ! what is now the si D at a vacant ran s
Of his visit to Monterey he writes: C:ruélty, startegeu?gi (;fisL:;k Observatory, (ilrll Ié(::l::r é fom
' arch: ’ ar
«] had come to Monterey with the obtaining leave 0 ;archgegon’ as he had told Cil}; but instead of going t;
bring my party into the settlements in d obtain the the Pac: across country and e consul he would do, h
supplies that had now become necessary. All the camp equipment, Pacific near Santa Cr came down to the sh i
the clothes of the men and their saddles and horse gear, Were either Bay of Monterey. F ruz, the northerly poi ores of
used up or badly in want of repair. The next morning 1 made my along the shore ay -d rom there he con tinupd mt of the
official visits. I found the Governor, Do bsent at Los far from M , and then up the valley of € southerly
Angeles. With Mr. Larkin I called upon the Monterey. His reason f o the Salinas, not
and ex-Governor Alv or this eccentric move-

Don José Castro, the prefect, alealde,
1 informed the general and the other officers that I was engaged i
ited S the Pacific

172

n Pio Pico’ a
commanding generl Hent
» 8 he later explained, was b
. ) ecause he wanted to find

e
seisl}cll;dhor?e for his mother.2
had, of course, no sortl
H ) of authorit
y for moving his
g

surveying the nearest route :
Qcean. 1 informed them farther that the o men into the settled
%eographical,being ander the direction of the I;ureau of Tnpo;gi‘raphlﬂl.e ‘ was entirely con i ptarthof the country, and his
ingineers to W that it i i 7 to hi g2 acti
ngineers to W a 1m:;1aiorrnn:;) o‘;i:nng | A x:;fﬁ guthoritics. The ISIaI:;PI‘esentatlons made toct;ﬁn
’ ¢ k er . e
rémont and his men to re H:l;ig .tai;ltly agreed to
in the uninhabit
ed

interest of science and of commerce, an
party were citizens and not soldiers. The permission asked for W& parts
e of California on the San J

readily granted, and during the two days 1 stayet,i’ I was treated W4 o e
every courtesy by the general and other officers.” * ! thl'sewtagat they.would soon go from th

The records confirm Frémont's recollection as 10 his | Mexico, 3&2?151‘1?1'&131? stretch of thee::z;;? c(l) I;‘fg_oﬂ. Even

visits and explanations, but it is not true that permissiol §  ountry or travgil?n bltle)zd foreigners from co?nilrlllte' laws of

s party into the ﬁettlem;aqts.d ?; " :;r;lats B extroor dina%-y af;);ltt :}111 it Wi’thout passp (ﬁ.t?t;)o t}Ee

ally explaliciey Passports, and without notiafitcaFt‘;s;ln (t)cl)l 1sthm?\/lcmmé ert}l:

e Mexican gov-

the contrary,
situation the prefec Clastro, addressed 2 forms!

bject of the survey was

» . . 1

letter to the American consul to inquire the purpose 10t .B“n’;?f:: California, V, 2-6

- which American troops had entered the department and o tosan:, ;;Uemoz'rs,l A57, ‘Hosiny Have bad

. . 3 ’ 1 uppli ve .

their leader had come to Monterey. Larkin TEPIEEEE I}W;J('%acwb Kelsey, ppT]llfj Il}e expectd thr t:)trhig motives, such 1 o

: i Lac. Coast Hy . . Consulate in Cali vey a line fo
* Toid., 45% ed with some fuln:fréﬁg (:,I I, No. 5, 06-07 lih(éil{?u.rfnai;’ Pub. of the
opious Tefcrenceé ) whole subject i

1 Frémont’s Memoirs, 1, 452
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ernment. That diplomatic relations had been suspenéie_d
no doubt explains the omission. However, the_law had in
effect been waived at the request of the American consul,
but only to a limited extent. Jt‘)sé'Ca.s-tro,' the Qomandfmw
general, was therefore entirely within his rights in gendlgg,
as he did, a message to Frémont, on March 5, 1846, in which
he stated that he had just been informed that the I‘)‘an.y
had entered the settlements of the department, and t}.lf;s
being prohibited by our laws, I find mysel'f obhgf:d tlo no?. Y
you that on the receipt of this you must 1mm(?d1ate y rezi ire
beyond the limits of the Department, such being the or ;;r?
of the Supreme Government.” Frémont sent back a vc;r 1?
refusal to obey and moved his camp to the summit of ¢ 3
Gavilan Peak, where he began to build a.log_; for_t and hol\l/?te

the flag of the United States almost within sight of Mon-
tﬁl;;)g- Larkin, the American consul, Frémont’s movefnents,
were altogether incomprehensible. He wrote to Frex?onil;
on March 8, enclosing correspondence with the loca

authorities.

“Tt is not for me,” he said, “to point out to you your line of tclql{liduct %
you have your instructions from the govezjnment; my kl?ow edge gf
your character obliges me to believe you will follow them; ym;) a:e 9
course taking every care and safeguard to protect your mgn, u ];m-
knowing your actual situation and the people wh.o surroun _};(1)111, t); ¥
care may prove insufficient. . . . Yom: encamping so nearb l.ef 3
has caused much excitement. The natives are ﬂrn} in the be 1eed 5
they will break you up and that you can be entirely destrcl)f 4 é
their power. In all probability they \hflu attack you; tl}’e1 result e
way may cause trouble hereafter to resident Americans.

On the next day Larkin wrote letters to John Parrott,
the American consul at Mazatlan, and to the n‘fwal ofﬁcef
in command, explaining the critical state oii affa‘lrs, g,nd rlf;-
questing that a man-of-war be sent to California with tte
Jeast possible delay; and another to the Secretary of State

1Larkin to Frémont, March 8, 1846; Bancroft, California, V, 12. hOligec:i
from Mexico seem to have been received in Monte}'ey censuring t i ol
authorities for allowing Frémont to winter in California, and directing the
expel him—by foree, if necessary.
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advising him of what had been done.! Frémont blustered
a good deal about dying under the flag and trusting to his
country to avenge his death, but he lost little time in retreat-
ing to the eastward, and by the twenty-first of March he was
again at Sutter’s Fort.

The Californian authorities were of course jubilant when
Castro issued a proclamation declaring that Frémont, “at
the sight of two hundred patriots, abandoned the camp
which he occupied, leaving in it some clothing and other
war material,” and intimating that this was due to the
cowardice of Frémont and his men—an assertion which
was not calculated to improve the relations between the two
parties.

Writing to his wife about the affair on the first of April,

Frémont stated he then expected to start for home the
middle of May. -

“The Spaniards,” he said, “were somewhat rude and inhospitable
below and ordered us out of the country after having given me per-
mission to winter there. My sense of duty did not permit me to fight
them, but we retired slowly and growlingly before a force of three or
four hundred men and three pieces of artillery. Without a shadow
of a cause, the Governor suddenly raised the whole country against
us, 1ssuing a false and scandalous proclamation. Of course I did not
dare to compromise the United States, against which appearances
would have been strong; but though it was in my power to increase
my party by many Americans, I refrained from committing a solitary
act of hostility or impropriety. For my own part I have become dis-
gusted with everything belonging to the Mexicans.” 2

Moving slowly north from Sutter’s Fort, Frémont and
his party were encamped on the eighth of May on the west-
ern shore of Klamath Lake, in Oregon, when they were
joined by two Americans from Sutter’s Fort, who rode into
¢amp with the news that a United States officer was two
days behind with despatches, protected by a small escort,
and probably in great danger from the Indians. On the
Dext morning Frémont took nine of his men, and with the

! Bee copies in Frémont’s M. emoirs, I, 462-469,
*Frémont to Mrs. Frémont, April 1, 1846; Bancroft, California, V, 21.




