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Slidell “with powers to adjust every exist-

to the sending of
al of Slidell at the

ing difference.” He described the arriv
city of Mexico, the

of Paredes. “Determined to leave no effort untried to
effect an amicable adjustment,” the President said that he
had directed Slidell to present his credentials once more
to the Paredes government, but that he had met with a
second refusal, conceived “in terms that may be consid-
ered as giving just grounds of offence to the government

and people of the United States.”
The President next referred to Taylor’s advance. Con-

gress had been informed in the annual message that an

efficient military force had been ordered to take position
between the Nueces and th
government, he asserted, had exercised jurisdiction beyond
the Nueces; the region between it and the Rio Grande was
included in & congressional district, and a revenue officer,
under the act of December 31, 1845, had been appointed

to reside within it. The Rio Grande, the frontier of Texas, =
quthority declared that on= i
stations for the protecting forees

Jlor’s march, Ampudia’s warlike
d the affair with Thom=3

was exposed, and high military
its banks were the “proper
of the government.” Tay
proclamation, Arista’s advance, an
ton’s party were next related.

“The grievous Wrongs perpetrated by
throughout a long period of years,
unredressed; and solemn treaties
redress, have been disregarded. A governm
willing to enforce the execution of such treaties, fails to perform oné
of its plainest duties. Our commerce Wi
nihilated. It was formerly highly beneficial
merchants have been deterred from prosecuting i

outrage and extortion W
against them. . . . We have tried every effort at reconciliation.

cup of forbearance had been exhausted, even bef

mation from the fronti
menaces, Mexico has passed the boundary of t

invaded our territory, and shed American bl

ing her public faith for this

refusal of Herrera’s government to re- S5
ceive him, and the military revolution under the guidance 1

e Rio Grande. The Texan

Mexico upon our citizens=
» the President continued, “remail

ent either unable or ub=

th Mexico has been almostaiss
| to both nations; but ouE:
t by the system of
hich the Mexican authorities have p d

ore the recent infor

erof the Del Norte. But now, after reiters ed
he United States, hﬁ

ood upon the Amenick
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soil. She has proclaimed e
. that ho -
O isc s now 5t s stilities have commenced, and that

“As war exists, and, notwithstandin

; - g all our efforts t id i
by et el e o apon, b vty o

4 sm, to vindi i isi
:h;; :ngl:)tf:s,cir;d tl}e interests qf our count:;ftf.:, mtl} (iinesﬁi:n;l:ze ]:31101'.
$in disposig:is 0tfotllr]ex:ogmze ‘the existence of the war, and tI(; p?;cp:
il E :axecytwe the means of prosecuting the war
mdlmémend thst astening the restoration of peace. To this
e b;] f;ufthority should be given to call into the pub-
B e oo i L i e
- . e T
ﬁ;ﬁ:; ,Ea::gefrl;‘injili?'wsl?n l?e made for sustaining {Jl::lgtiizcoﬁi?gd
o c;zlgmlt vdntl} supplies and munitions of war. . Iy
s
e , not onl; ate hostilities i
sy ;r aﬂl I::Jt:,:ﬁ in Ejtsput.e between this govemments?::;lil&,egut
i cable a_dJustment; and, in this view, I shall bcz
i negotiations, whenever Mexico shall l;e read
positions, or to make propositions of her own.” 3

aﬂlic;) ;e?l)usl:r I;aisl?ilmbly could have been expected to resist
2 Presidents Iful as this; but quite apart from anythin
i might say, the country was deeply stirred bg
ek ewh;that a superior force threatened attack 4
i lz:; elnt. The danger in which the little Amg:l
o rind tous y stood was exaggerated by every devi :
i 0 th.e American press, beginning with Ne(:i
T rm;l}llmg thence through the country ‘The
el asoilh- ?P Sat_urda,y x}ight- swarmed with coilgress-
G ex,c s e President did not omit to note, “we
e it the news br(_)ught by the Southém mallrfj
ol meg;) SThe Committee on Military Affairs of
| et dn ; unday and agreed on a bill to appropri-
g e v(())l :Ee:;d tRIi:;hoﬁze the enlistment of
TS, con
q;gn:ftglrgoo;l and Monday momingrizsrll;:?n ?ﬂ:ﬁ t(]:)ln
he did not b;}Fl fo do, among them Benton, who Salg
tended west of iﬁz ;PSectS? ;z?d()f e
to make an aggressive war (;n Mexigzl.?red T o

! Polk’s Diary, 1, 387-390.
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On Monday afternoon, after the President’s message Was
read in the House, there was Jittle opposition, and what there
was was roughly ridden over. A bill embodying the views
of the Committee on Military Affairs was passed by a
yote of 173 to 14 and sent to the Senate. The Senate,
where methods were more deliberate, discussed the bill late
on Monday afternoon and on Tuesday. The opposition,
led by Calhoun, John M. Clayton, of Delaware, and Man-
gum, of North Carolina, rested principally on the declara-
tion of the preamble that war existed by the act of Mexico,
of which it was said there was no sufficient evidence.!
Houston and Cass ridiculed these objections, citing the

long-continued hostile course of the Mexican government

in respect to Texas, its declaration that annexation would

be regarded as an act of war, and its refusal to renéw dip-
lomatic relations. Ultimately the bill was passed, with
minor amendments, by a vote of 42 to 2 (Davis, of Massa-
chusetts, and Thomas Clayton, of Delaware), Calhoun and
others not voting. The House sat that evening and ab
once concurred in the Qenate’s amendments. On Wednes-

day, the thirteenth of May, the bill became a law by the

President’s signature.

As finally passed, it recited that “by the act of the Re-

public of Mexico, & state of war exists between that govern-
». and it was thereupon enacted

ment and the United States
bling the government to prose-

that for the purpose of ena
cute the war to a speedy and <uccessful termination the

President was quthorized to call for and accept the services
of any number of volunteers, not exceeding fifty thousand,
who might offer their services for twelve months or to the
end of the war; and the sum of ten million dollars was ap=
propriated for the purpose of carrying the provisions of the
act into effect. The volunteers were
rules and articles of war and were to be received in com-
panies, battalions, squadrons, and regiments, whose officers

1 Calhoun feared that the declaration of war mi
of the Oregon question ”’ and invite European interference, and that

speedily settled the war would prove & great disaster.—(Calhoun to AR
Calhoun, May 14, 1846, Amer. Hist. Assn. Rep. 1809, 11, 601.)

to be subject to the =

ght defeat ““the arrangement
if not
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were to be appointed in the man
i . _the manner prescribe i
migil tlosrta:sisz an_d temt.orles. These bodiesdtz{: IIE)W i o
authorizeg » e 111to. brigades and divisions: and l'}(:SIdent
- v Staségportmn th_e staff, field, and éener 1 fhcens
tes and territories from whi ety
cagl:. which the volunteers
soon as the action of Con
i | gress became i
e walfntl;cﬂlg ,T}llpported by the people anl(iln—ogo?nlt hat
e at)ﬁrs f press of the United States. The i‘zhﬂt
e Olglcth};;edm It:x‘be critical and to quest‘i?r;
il : Mexican movem
Riog% rmtlzti, ig;ie whejnher the parties that h:gtSro;vsiz ?}?t
| i Butatc}fmg under the orders of the Mexi \
I(1lou]:)1;s. Meetings wirzophlglzr feeunlg . in):lii;ll
: , resolutions
an?%imﬁﬁj Ifge“faippb(;rt of t{xre people, volunteev::rgoirdgf t'ed
S deling wo begun. Tt hoslony e B Maslion
e cal; a.fn, to as§ert that the annexati ,f
R Se 0 t_he Mexican war. No such‘ delon' ;
il a%):ople in 15}46.”1 Those who fa,vorec;1 S;(l;n
. =5 . ; y e Ona- .
hert{e ?lfl Sﬁe:;cgg her' failure to settle Amer?czgnégﬁd o
i gotiate for an adjustment of the m " al}d
The I;BWS of th 'y
il ;noutll;reak of hostilities on the Rio Grand
B tg : ;e . y the Congress and people of Itlhe
B Me : resident’s appeal, reached London i
o Pakenh‘a HEIL}t. The Foreign Office had just befom
s tenﬁ o settle the Oregon question substare
wou]dhprobabiy notshéfvrg %22?1(1 tcf) yl tthe o ?;
; - 0 late to
e t:pgoi\lrler&msn;. deS{red 'go do so; but(?cfaalrl' gloiie ‘: TE;PS
_ritish minist,erain Ii;ect.lon, 1n.st.ructions were sent tz thg
e atlamco posttively refusing to interf :
S c,) nd also (what was more interesti b
pinion of the British government i
! McMaster, VII, 445-446, g,
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course long pursued by Mexico. A copy of these instruec-
tions was sent to Pakenham in Washington.

“Within the last three years,” Aberdeen wrote, “1 have frequently
had occasion to convey to you the opinions of Her Majesty’s Govt.
respecting the position of embarrassment and danger in which the
line of policy long and unfortunately pursued by the Mexican Govt,
with regard to Texas, and also to the United States, had placed Mex-
ico; and the decision to which Her Majesty’s Govt. had come on the
subject of any assistance which might be requested of them, on behalf
of Mexico, against the United States. . . . ;

«The more recent events which have occurred in Mexico are far
from affording Her Majesty’s Govt. any reasonable ground for de-
parting from the line of policy which in 1844 they found it expedient
to adopt. On the contrary they see in those events more and more
cause for rigidly adhering to the system of non-interference which
they then prescribed to themselves.

“Gince that time the Annexation of Texas to the United States,
which had long been foreseen and pointed out to the Govt. of Mexico
by Her Majesty’s Govt. and which the timely recognition of Texas
by Mexico, so often insisted on by Great Britain, could alone have
prevented, has been consummated; and the further encroachment of
the United States on the Mexican Territory, which was equally fore-
told by Her Majesty’s Govt., has been realized. Meantime Mexico,
although menaced, and now indeed, as we learn, actually engaged in
hostilities, on her Texan Frontier, has been precluded by her internal
dissentions and the penury of her finances from effectually providing
against the emergency in which She is involved. . . .

“Were Great Britain to interfere in that quarrel, She would involve
herself in & war with the United States; and not only that, but She
must necessarily play the part, not merely of an auxiliary, but of &
principal, in such war; that is, She would find herself engaged in &
war with a Nation with which She would have no personal cause
quarrel, in behalf of a Nation and Govt. which She has repeatedly

warned in the most friendly and urgent manner of their danger, and §

which, solely in consequence of their wilful contempt of that warning
have at last plunged headlong down the precipice from which the Brit-
ish Govt. spared no efforts to save them.

“] state these circumstances not by way of reproach, for reproach
is now useless, but solely in order to enable you to place more clearly
before the eyes of the President Paredes, if he be still Chief Magistrate,

the real state of the case without disguise, and to point out to him in
a palpable shape the true position of Great Britain, and the reasons g
for which Her Majesty’s Govt. must necessarily decline to come for-

ward in support of Mexico against the United States.

PALO ALTO AND RESACA DE LA PALMA 163

“In making known this decision, however, whi
In A , which ot i
;;pcelit rk;utreio:;}:gol;ls}lterms, :.md accompanied by afa ags?;;azég c:ifotlllz
i iome 1(:0u e{lMaJesty’s Gov}. feel in being compelled to
= coun 5 ﬁf St\:n at the same time declare to the President
found perfectlyywiﬂing f;dth;:sig?s l‘g)aje?ty';/IGO'Vt' i bé
theu.-bll)owgr oi ?heir earnest wish to save gh;:, as(}:;f{;se:tezaprootf lx)n
5:51 1{:& v};hir;fl;ldly mtergosition, from the fatal consequgni:s o(;
policy which her successive Govts. have for many years past been

so unfortunately ind
e y induced to pursue towards Texas and the United

! Aberdeen to Bankhead, June 1 ]
s ,June 1, 1846; British Foreign O ;
owledgments are due to Professor Adams, of Sgﬁordﬁ%rﬁ:f;’:; j:‘{sz:

complete copy of this important .
R Bk Inioreats and Activite o' Tenon. oF whish B¢ ke PN e s




