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erate to his men, thoroughly appreciative of
Ina &

He was consid
ght to be serupulously just.

his officers, and was thou
remarkable degree he enjoyed the affection and respect of
ed in him thoroughly, and were al-

» for “0ld Rough and Ready.”

his army. They believ

ways ready with a chee

The Mexican force, in it
presented & striking contrast 0 its adversaries. ‘
Mexican armies, the rank and file were of Indian blood, the
men being almost invariably recruited from the criminal
classes or by means of a crude system of press-gangs. There
were few volunteers, either militia or regulars, although during =
the stress of revolutions 1t had been the custom, at times, 10
raise more OF 1ess irregular bodies under yarious names, Who
least, of volunteers, an

were composed, partly at d who were -
gular army.

usually incorporated subsequently in the reg
Under the corpora g stick, the men learned in the barracks
{ arms and the routine of

ts of the manual 0
to have been any drilling

the first elemen

army life, but there seems rarely
cties and the army I€
those of the Spanish army =

of large bodies. The system of ta

tions were pominally the same as

prior to 1821, but, owing to the constant succession of Tevo=s
lutions, discipline had become much relaxed.

The pay of the troops was small and extremely irregular; ‘
and indeed some COTpS went unpaid for years, so that the
men were kept from starvation only by being allowed 0
work out as laborers for hire. 'There was no guch thing & |
a regular commissariat. When in garrison the troops seem

to have generally purchased their own food, but on the
march they were furnished with rations, consisting of meat
and a few tortillas or & handful of corn. Even these scanff =

for in general troops

rations were supplied without system,
& the country through which they passeds

on the march lived 0
sized transport, essential supplies being.

There was no orgal
mule-back, or m

usually carried on
carts, mules and carts being command

The troops stationed in the larger cities were usually d- |
somely dressed, 0 make a show ab military and religiots

festivities, but the clothing of the greater part of the army

g composition and equipment,
Like all
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was often ragge
i 25‘% Ocil, ts};t;,tmen lacking the most essential arti
pe%.fntry g uzf::g(;iuzirtaiw sombreros of tli: I\iﬁﬁes.
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Avista, the commanding general, was more of a politician =

than a soldier, though he had served as a youth in the royal -
Spanish army, and had filled various positions in the Mexican.
He was reputed to be a man of wealth, and owned 2 good
deal of land in northern Mexico. He had never, it seems, -
been on good terms with his second in command, General

Ampudia, and the latter nursed & grievance ab having been
<t o few days before; SO that when the

superseded
i ere was a marked lack of *

the selected ground ab Palo Alto, -

and formed in line in a position at right angles to the road
from Point Isabel, their right resting on a small hill, their =
Jeft on a swampy wood. In front of them stretched an open
prairie upon which Taylor’s forces were Seen advancing.
Before the head of his column came within range of the
Mexican artillery Taylor halted and deployed in line of
ighteen-pounder guns

battle, facing the enemy. His two el
were in the centre, the two batteries of field artillery were

posted in intervals of the line to the right and left, and the Bfs
cavalry was held in reserve in the rear, while one squadron & )

of cavalry and a small detachment of infantry were left 0
dred wagons that Taylor was

guard the train of three hun
escorting. 'The troops were next directed to fill their can
t of the position, and

teens from a water hole on the righ |
ady, at two o'clock in the afternoon theSgr

then, all being re
American line moved forward.

Arista had evidently determined to await attack, and he s
made no move until the Americ B
when his artillery opened fire. Taylor at once halted, ad=
vanced his guns to the front, and replied. “The infantry,’
wrote a young American officer, whose first battle it We&
“stood at order arms as spectators, watching the effect®
our shots upon the enemy, and watching his shots so &8 0
step out of their way.” The Mexican round shot did little

would strike the ground long before

damage, ‘‘ because they
they reached our line, and ricochetted through the tall gras

Arista’s men arrived on

an troops came within rang& £\,
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so slowly that the men would see them and open ranks and
let them pass.”

The American artillery, however, was doing immense in-
jury to the enemy’s masses; but for a whole hour Arista
made no move, though his men were becoming uneasy, and
begging to be led forward against the enemy or back out
of range. At length an order was given for a movement
against the American right wing, and Torrejon started with
the cavalry and a support of infantry and two guns. Two
American infantry regiments and a section of light artillery
soon repulsed this attack, which was not boldly pressed.

By this time the tall grass of the prairie took fire, or, as
the Mexicans believed, was set on fire by the Americans,
and the smoke for some time caused the artillery duel to
slacken. Under cover of the smoke, Arista drew back his
left wing and threw forward his right, Taylor making a
corresponding change of front. This movement was fol-
lowed by an effort on the part of the Mexicans to turn the
American left, while a body of cavalry was sent to renew the
attack against the American right. Both attacks were re-
pelled, chiefly by the excellent American artillery; and dark-
ness having fallen, hoth sides bivouacked upon the posi-
tions they then occupied.

Taylor reported to his government that he had dislodged
the Mexican forces from their position and encamped on
the field of battle, Arista reported that he had not yielded
a hand-breadth; and both reports were nearly true. The
official reports showed Mexican losses of two hundred and
fifty-two killed, wounded, and missing; the Americans had
nine killed, forty-four wounded, and two missing, or about
one-fifth’ of the Mexican casualties. It is quite possible
that Arista, with the truly Oriental disregard for exactitude
which characterized his countrymen, may have understated
his loss; and it was the impression of American officers,
Judging from the dead and wounded left on the ground, that
he had done so.?

, Personal Memairs of U. 8. Grant, 1, 95.

*The authorities consulted for Palo Alto are Ripley’s War with Mezieo, 1,
116-123; Henry’s Campaign Skeiches, 83-94; Grant’s Personal Memaoirs, 1,
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At dawn on the morning of Saturday, the ninth of May,

Arista began an orderly retreat, and by ten o'clock in the
morning he had fallen back about five miles and was in
position on the banks of a ravine known to the Mexicans
as the Resaca de Guerrero, distant between two and three
miles from Matamoros. North of this ravine, and roughly
parallel to it, was a similar ravine, known as the Resaca de
la Palma. The road from Point Isabel, passing for the
most part over an open prairie, enters, near Palo Alto, the
growth of timber that fringes the course of the Rio Grande.

“This river,” says Grant, “like the Mississippi, flows through a
rich alluvial valley in the most meandering manner, running towards
all points of the compass at times within a few miles. Formerly
the river ran by Resaca de la Palma, some four or five miles east of
the present channel. The old bed of the river at Resaca had become

flled at places, leaving a succession of little lakes.” !

At the spot where Arista made his stand such a success

sion of lakes, dry in early May,
to the road by which the Americans mus

the right and left of this road was the almos
chaparral, which rendered cavalry useless and preven

artillery fire, except along the line of the road itself.

The battalion of zapadores an
were stationed to the Mexican right,

of the ravine, being protec
patural intrenchment. Another battalion Was in their

rear, in reserve. On the left

pico troops,
General Canales,

t advance. To

f artillery, in reserve.

t in the rear of the ravine and to

ravine, and the res
About two hundred yar

right of the road.

02-96; Meade, I, 78-80; Roa Bércena's Invasion
- ioriq de la Guerra enire : ¢

44-46; Apunles para la Historia
Taylor's detailed report of the battle, with subreports
will be found in Sen. Doc. 388, 20 Cong,.,
60, 30 Cong., 1 8esS, 1102-1104. Arista’s report is in
Siglos, IV, 563.

1 Grant, 1, 93.

formed a curve, cOncave &

t impenetrable
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on the front edge of the =
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the pacﬁillljlizce’ ’]"fm the head-quarters, the caval
off the mules, fires ]? ht;Orses were unsaddled P:‘E‘ksr};;’a]agnd
: ’ 1o A
e ghted, and all preparations made for
aylor’s ’ :
retre:ft of tignl\}leh?d been put in motion as
far as the Resac (:1(1 cans was observed, and it soon as the
the quUest of 4 de la Palma,J w'here a,halt & marChed as
council of war tS(?me qf the senior officers T :‘Slmade. At
after hearing theirCODS'Id.er the PFOPI'iety of adia(:lr .Called a
faVOI' Of reb . Opln_]:()nS, a- malorit f 1. Cmg.' a«‘}d
mined to punsl}?l?;gi strictly on the d}(;f:nsi‘zr]:c?l A
his preparations Tflill'd.' He took time, howeli :- deter-
brea-stwork a,mled _e “Ouflded were Cared f(}r at’ 0 make
twe]V@‘POu;lder with the two eight@eﬂ-poun, f emporary
e vepounder guns that ad bocn carrie ndersaud two
a strong rear-guard e for the protection of ?;Eztfd i,
g arch. as left behind, and the army resﬁllzi
It had e
Fikil'mishc=:lrlsognpfr oceeded far when messages came i
position. Thisr (;II:SS tthzlilt the}enem}- Wit f('}rfelﬁl f;m? the
afternoon. ave been about fo S 'S-I'Ong
thickets to ti?tatri(,‘)gllllie tgel ;lnfantry were lclil;ep(;(g-(;((:ik n :ﬁe
tion on the ro aid left and & beliory Wi T |
ad t ery was ;
:;t A abouimlzeﬁigg?d yards from tfe“tnﬁﬁ?i{
vanced our the infantrv oy
seen by th:igr 1:681; they could through thintgm skirmishers
broken up into Iipmlents until they were u bn I;ﬁﬂ'ﬂl, un-
'I'hﬂgﬁ Mexican lefltti?asgmupiimhom A S“31111}))1&111&9 f;'?érgnd
t the  quickly driven bac ol
terms. Niiﬁ%ﬁlcontmued for some timicl]? but on their
Wwhat slackened, a eé PI‘}:le Mexican artillery g%ﬂ lil;?lre vier
Hong aylor di . some-
ron of ylor directe :
I\'Faydrrigoons to charge the Me‘dcgncggg: in May’s squad-
e i ;
and shouted utl()) tE_the American battery that was i :
are they? I'm 5 utenant Ridgely in co ag 1 action
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on, Charlie, il gflélg to charge.” ~Ridgely rlae or Where
15 best tOld,' § raw their fire.” What plied: Hold
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he most gallantly dashed forward in
column of fours at the head of his squadron. I followed as quickly
t a gallop, only halting when 1 came upon the edge of

the ravine, where 1 found three pieces of artillery but no cannoniers
however, their infantry poured into me a most galling fire at from
twenty-five to fifty paces and here ensued a most desperate struggle,

but our infantry coming up, they were completely routed.” !

“] gave them a volley, and

as possible, a

The cavalry charge could only have occupied a very few =
moments. Sweeping down the narrow road and over the
Mexican guns—" sab'ring the gunners there, charging an

army”’—the dragoons rode across the ravine 1o the rising
ground in the rear; and then rallying what remained of
them, May again charged the gunners who had regained
their pieces, drove them off, and took prisoner General

Vega, whom the dragoo

lines as a token of their success.
By this time the Mexican line was falling into disorder.

The eighth United States infantry regiment, left in the rear
by Taylor to guard the train, had been sent for as soon &8
the action was fairly begun, and they came down the road
at a charging pace. Joined by a portion of the fifth in=
fantry, they swept down the road with Ridgely’s battery
crossed the ravine, secured the abandoned Mexican guns,
and completed the defeat of the enemy.

Arista, on his part, had been firmly convinced that Tay=
lor would not venture o attack him that day. When re-

ports reached him of the American &
it was a mere reconnoissance, and
his tent until 1t

defeated.” At the
engaged, he advanced as far

in contact Wi

unlimber; but the American in

were lining the thickets on each side 0

terrible a fire that the Mexican cavalry were quickly

back. The defeat became & rou

a few corps, the Mexican army W
1 Sen. Doc. 388, 20 Cong,, 1 sess., 21.

he remained writing in

ns brought back to the American =

dvance, he insisted that =

had become evident that his army Wwas:
head of his cavalry, which had not beenss
as the ravine, where they came
th Ridgely’s artillery before the latter could
fantry, who by this time
 the road, opened 805
driven
t With the exception of
as broken into fragments, -
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which fled as best they mig}
o : ght.  One squadro i
. ﬁ{l)lcl)é]grwgic(}il had not been enga(fged, bgtgfgf’ftmem
A f:)n ) ;, small force of infantry were sl Pf
e tcl)we the scattered remnants of th SeI\I;It i
i camle_bal}ks of the Rio Grande. As ’fh i
B e ﬁrs in ;éﬂlthifo I\-Iatamlcl)ros the Mexicafl E:It:
. ne : 'own replied, a
- mg;e Ifll;il;l‘;?st?s (I:\ross?d within r£1ge. II;dt}?;?rdhondSUCh
el the]e Texicans were drowned in crossiea 'long
e r:;nnnants of the shattered and disornaglg'bucti:
il y collected behind the fortifications oinga?;:,-
Long before dark the mai
oy ain strength i
e 31; 'lilaec; :zzntlﬁa!t-ed at the Mexicang can?f).th%‘h@?ncan
v heir packs “an:anged with great r:g;tﬂou'nd
B 14 ‘cal?p-ﬁres lighted, and meals ¢ ;}'lty
e hrlsta s personal baggage and publi oS
T musket; ik u?dred mules and pack-saddles hC ((3;)1'1‘9-
i all of the Mexican fild arily b 1
i eﬁu : urniture. “The enemy,” WI‘OIEG; v";th o
o Ie;nllve undel.'statement, “hais recrossedaylor’
i sure will not again molest us on t%is
The American loss in th
L ( e battle of Resac i
- ofﬁciea(ilyaif eighty-two wounded. The ?\/Iv:;iscathnl.ty-
el ;;oﬁecéf at two hundred and sixty-two llliillocsls
B ity o nlll_ fifty-five wounded, and one hunde |
it 1ssing—a total of eight hundred and tmd
o MeXiseven times the American loss.? Ta TO,
b f}?ﬂ figures too small. He estﬁnatedy “
. e two fields of battle at over three hthe
it erlof t}}e wounded and drowned o
e él u]ra . Arista reported that he had thit:re
&nunderestimafn eft in Matamoros, but this was prob. byq
e e. He probably had four thousandp " d
rom all causes during his fortnigh”u’l:akmg
cam-

' H. R. Doc. 60, 30 Co
o . 60, ng., 1 sess,, 296,
ivera, Hist. de Jalapa, 111, 754,
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paign twelve or thirteen hundred since he had crossed the
Rio Grande.'
Had Taylor been fully aware of the demoralization in the

Mexican ranks, he might perhaps have continued his pur-

suit at once across the river and utterly destroyed Arista’s

army; but he waited to make his preparations before at~
tempting 10 take Matamoros. Arrangements for naval
co-operation Were made, and a crossing Was effected ab
the rancho de la Burrita, about ffteen miles below the
town in a straight line, and probably twice as far by the

river. On the morning of May 18, Taylor’s preparations

were completed, and
protected by & strong force of artillery on the left bank.
He soon ascertained that Arista had abandoned Mata-

moros and was in full retreat. Once before, on the twelfth

of May, the Mexican troops ha

rumor that the Americans were crossing. Arista subse-
quently declared that his men were in a state of panic and
ready to run at the first sound, and as & Jast resort he sent
a message to the American commander proposing an ats
mistice until the two governments s
questions in dispute.
curity of Taylor's army,
sible, and Taylor replie
question; that he had offered one to

month before, which had been declined; and t
stances were DOW changed.”? The abandonment of the

town then began immediately. Fo

the request was obviously inadmis:

d that an armistice was out of the
General Ampudia 8

e Americans Resaca d

Resaca de Guerrero,
rant, I, 96-98; Meade, I, 80-83;
Historia de la Guerra, 42-47. Tay

Roa Bércena, 37-39; 46~

by the Mexicans
lor's detailed e

Henry, 94-100; G
48; Apunies para.ta

with subreports, 18 in
1104-1106, and & further account

| letter to his son-in-law, Dr.
1-2. Reference may &

Sen. Doc. 388, 29 Cong., 1 sess., 6

60, 30 Cong, 1 sess.,
tained in & persona

Lelters from the Battlefields of the Mezican War, ‘
7 letter from an inhabitant ﬂ

made to Nuevo Bernal 11, 16-20, for a
ion current in t

Matamoros, who gives the vers
the battle.
t Taylor to Adjutant-(}eneml, May 18, 1846; H. R. Doc. 60, 30 Cong., 18688y
Letters from the Battlefields, o7

208, Taylor to Wood, May 19, 1846; Taylor's

hat town immediately

he began crossing his men in boats, - =&

d marched out upon &8

hould finally settle the S
From the point of view of the se==

hat * circums =
ur hundred wounded Weress

1 Accounts of the battle called by th e la Palma, and
are to be found in Ripley, I, 1231267

29,and H. R. Doe.
by Gen. Taylor is con=
R. C. Wood, in Taylor’s
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left behind, with
) the officers’
art of " persOnaI
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eleven guns Ari , but with his S
barre s Arista struggled on for tl'ema‘mvmg men and
n Country, en da}S through X

; his men al :
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