be mistaken. . - We are too far from the fron-

¢ Mexico with our readin

ernment 0
essary, our title to the countr

in a manner not to
tier to impress the gov
cate, by force of arms if nec

the Rio Grande.”
¢h, that, if & forward

He also added in the same despat
o be made, Point Isabel and Laredo were

for occupation.’ But in
October, orders =

movement Was t
the points he would recommend

spite of this expression of Taylor's opinion in
¢ to him until

for the movement he suggested were not sen
the following month of January-
Tt must al

while asserting that Texas was i possession of the disputed

territory, actually supposed that there were Mexican troops

east of the Rio Grande; for Taylor had been instructed

not to disturb “ astern side thereof which =
rees, or Mexical l

are in the actual occupancy ©
settlements, OVer which the republic of Texas did not exer
cise jurisdiction at the period of annexation, OF shortly

before that event.” *
of right Taylor and his men evidently

With the question
Whatever blame there may be for push:

had nothing to do.
to a region OVer which Texas asserted bub

ing forward in

did not exercise actual jurisdiction, and to which she could
therefore have given no clear title, must rest solely with the )'
authorities ab Washington.

Taylor's advance to the Rio Grande, as has been alreadf™~
said, was unopposed, but it was not unobserved. Generdl
Francisco Mejia, who commanded the troops in Ma,ta,mom,;;]
hearing that the American force Were marching toward him,

sent a small force of cavalry to watch the movement, an s
an additional precaution, he issued a fiery proclamation 8¢5

dressed to the snhabitants of the department of Tamaulipsd
in which he chmgd

and the troops under his command, 10
the United States with dissimulation, fraud, and the basesh
1 Taylor to Adiut.ant,-Genera.l, Oct. 4, 1845; ibid., 107. The italics Bﬂ'ﬂ."

in the original.
2 Marcy to Taylor, July g and 30, 1845; ibid., 806, 807.

so be noted that the American government, 5

g’:};ior continuing to strengt

5§ ro%%l :isftioped field fort” fo

e exicans, o Ir si

i é n their side, also threw up some work
orks

Same to
Bt same, March 25, 1846; ibid., 129. Th
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it;?coi??xioinnopn%d that
e,
upon _Citizens and a‘1 Ltk Ta.mal;lj .
Alluding to the i o oppose 1 e
in 1829, he burst int of the Spanish expeditif) o Tampi,
0 a strain of characteristicne?zt;‘.lampico,
ence:

the degenerate sons of Wash

“If the banks of t

of an enemy, respect:}':lpﬂnuco have been immortal;

the Bravo shall witne e and worthy of the val alized by the defeat

and its deep waters shssnthe ignominy of the or of Mexico; those of

Pl‘Oﬂch 2 . Let t]_]a serve as the Sepu]chll?roud sons of the north

meet on the field of Ea(t: ‘;ﬂem_}r then come whe of those who dare ap:

shall be the merited r:::r;r‘d\e ?hall ﬁght: an(?]:}] g’oll are burning to
o crown of triumph

ermas! Viva la naci your v.
nacién. Mejicana ! Vir:](l); ia?{d discipline. A las
n Gpmdma 1

march met him ab ;
small tidal creek out thirty miles fr ylor’s
and stated th(:g\,hg;e Arroyo Coloradoo?n 1;\J{fit&moros at a
American troops att Pae orders to arch 20, 1846,
the warning and attempted to cross it TOP en fire if the
crossed the creek, Wﬁereu;yo Ertlllleglected

e recon-

noitring part
purSIIed’ I;)u ¢ )I; Ozetr ea.ted “"ithou t ﬁnn
zens from Matam molested. On Marc}g1 ;4 shot, and were
protest against tlf rOS were met, who also & party of citi-
TMau]jpaS’u to v?h?cﬁupation of “the nf)) ;esheﬂted a formal
5 V. e . "
a'n%tfo.ni‘amued his ma(,:rchTaa) . it of
ving arrived -
of March. T opposite Matamor
tabli 7 aylor proCeed d - 0s on the twentv-ei
lish a battery of eighte:n- to intrench himself an}(;-?fheg_l

] u'r
C
2

hen his positi
position by layin
I a garrison of five }I;ufdg:(;

Toip: probed
mis :
p ed a written answer
)

]

MPext,
2 and translation i
Taylor to Adjuta. 0? in H. R. Doec. 60, 30 C
nt-General, March 21 1842381}; 1 sess., 125-129
/ ; ibid., 123, :

id., 137.) :
answer was sent on March
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olieved that these wm:ks Wereid ftz)a;; 053;
f inferior calibre,” whlcl} wou oy
:n the event of his attemplng

although Taylor b
armed with guns ot 13
very feeble obstacles

ril, when
- were in this state on the elevensg ifhjzlilac,l made
Matter; dro Ampudia—the same put e of Sentmanat
iessgi - cuous at the time of the captur - Jorable body
e idm']spll\flata,moros at the head z(fi; cOIéZ a communi=
—arrived I ing day address
he following : that the
0f tI‘OOIES, '?2;}1(?5 tThe substance of his letter was
cation to Y

he Mexican
. d exasperated t

; had insulted an

United States

therefore—
by advancing to the Rio Grande, and that
nation Dy &

| i+ which neither
% government, Wi form
e itive orders of my ire you in all form,
“by explicit a"foizﬁl:eceive new outragfei, I rf?g;-yhours’ to break
ill, nor s wenty- .
CMH :;;ﬂll;test in the peremptory termh:nk of the Nueces River, while
an

. - ¥ . to

tire to the other ; tion in relation
o a?sd;:e regulating the pending ques
our governmen

=y he soil
sl ning upon t
ou insist on remal s, an
Texas. 1f yo! il clearly result that arms, e you that we accept
Tamaulipas, 1t ¥ n that case I advise ¥

i ke
h jon; and 1 e : art, you provo
oy o qvgruhﬁ'asﬁ:onw,ith so much injustice o1 your part, ¥
the war to which,

us.” ?

Taylor replied immediately,

ilﬁiman envoy had almadyf

to Mexico for the purpose 0'1 se o

oA hhnsill? iitsf;ank of the Rio Grande until the
to the

the country up

43 ttle :

be definitively se 8 8 tions

boun@w'}é ?Irlc?rlr]lldall acts of hostility; his instructions |
abstane

ermit him to ¢
1z:;)ltélpthe regponsibility for wau;; :
hose who rashly commence oo AR
: ?‘fmpudia did not follow up s
move was to commit an ac

13

of the department of =3
d arms alone, must =

declining to enter into & dis

been sent by the United Stati :
ttling the boundary by neg 3
d. had been ordered to oceupy

d; he had carefun} |

trograde from the position he occupu?di;.: ‘

|
¢ it ensued, must est “WIESE " bank [se] of the Rio Brayo del No

d Taylor’s'neﬂ_: If
t which war alone would ]gstl_fy*.' A

t

i .+ ibid., 133. -
April 6, 1846; ibid., ’
;%mf: t%::.mﬁz, 38 Cong., 1 sess,; 1
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hostile, but a simple defensive precaution” '—that is, he
arranged with the naval force off the mouth of the Rio
Grande to institute a blockade of the river; and as the troops
in Matamoros received their supplies largely by water, the
measure was a serious annoyance to Ampudia, who sent a
vehement protest. Taylor replied that he would not raise
the blockade without orders . from Washington, “unless
indeed you desire an armistice pending the final settlement

of the question between the governments,”? and the block-
ade continued to be enforced.

In these acts of Taylor’s the Mexican government thought
it saw a sufficient justification for an attack on the United
States forces under his command. Both governments had
asserted that they would act only on the defensive; but
President Paredes now directed that what he called a “de-
fensive war” should be begun. In a proclamation urbi ef

orbi, published April 23, 1846, he explained his position
thus:

“The ancient injuries and the attacks which ever since the year
1836 the Government of the United States has incessantly inflicted
upon the people of Mexico, have been crowned by the insult of send-
ing us a Minister who is aceredited to our government as a resident
Minister, as if the relations between the two Republics had suffered
1o alteration since the final act of the annexation of Texas was con-
Summated. At the very moment that Mr. Slidell presented himself
the troops of the United States were occupying our territory, Their
squadrons threatened our ports, and they were preparing to occupy
the peninsula of the Californias of which the question of Oregon with
England is no more than a preliminary. I did not admit Mr. Slidell

because the dignity of the nation would repel this new insult.

“In the meantime the army of the United States encamped at

Corpus Christi and occupied the Island of Padre Vallin, and then

marched to Santa Isabel and the flag of the stars waved on the right

rte opposite the city of Matamoros,

€y previously stopping the navigation of the river by means of their
ships of war. The town of Laredo was surprised by a party of their
troops and a piquet of our forces who had been sent there to recon-
noitre was disarmed. Hostilities therefore have been begun by the
United States of America, who have undertaken new conquests in

' Taylor to Arista, April 25, 1846; thid., 1206. * Ibid., 138, 144, 145.
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the Departments of Tamaulipas

the territory lying within the line of
the United States are threaten-

and Nuevo Leon while the troops of
ing Monterey in Upper California. . - -
“Go many and such bitter outrages can be tolerated no longer,
and I have commanded the general-in—chief of the division of our
northern frontier to attack the army which is attacking us; t0 answer
akes war upon us; and that—invoking the

with war the enemy who m
god of battles—the valor of our soldiers may preserve our unques-
e honor of our arms which are

tionable right to the territory, and th

not to be employed but in defence of justice. Our general, abiding
by established usages and in accordance with the positive directions
of my government, has demanded from the commander—in—chief of
the American troops that they retire to the other side of the Nueces
River, the ancient boundary of Texas, and the demand has been

refused. . - -
] golemnly announce that I do not decree

ment of the United States of America, because 1

Congress of the nation, and not to the Executive, to decide definitely

what reparation must be exacted for such injuries. But the defence
of Mexican territory which the troops of the United States are invad-
ing is an urgent necessity, and my responsibility before the nation
would be immense if T did not order the repu
acting as enemies; and I have so ordered. From this day defensive

war begins, and every point of our territory which may be invaded
or attacked shall be Jefended by force.” !

war against the govern=
t belongs to the august

The day after the date of this proclamation General Arista
arrived and took command, notified Taylor that he consid-
ered hostilities begun and that he should prosecute them,

and at once began crossing the river.”
his cavalry to cross above Taylor’s position, while the main

body of infantry and artillery would cross below, and thus

\ Mézico G través de los Siglos, IV, 559. The ecapture of Laredo mentioned
by Paredes was made, apparently, by a party of Texas rangers, under Major
Hays.—(H. R. Doc. 60, 30 Cong., 1 sess., 107, 115.) The reference to Ameris
can forces threatening Monterey in Upper California
Frémont’s visit to that neighborhood the first week in March, 1846, as to whi

see below.
2, M. Bustam: was superseded because the ad-
nna. Bustamante

ministration Was afraid he wou
goes on to denounce Arista for his dilatory and incompetent managgment,,

and accuses him at great length
enemy.— (Nuevo Bernal Diaz, 11, 4, 91-37.) Arista’s notification to Taylor,

and Taylor's reply of April 25, 1846, will be found in H. R. Doc. 60, 30
1 sess., 1204, 1205.

Ise of forces which are

His plan was t0 send

presumably relates'tq '

of corrupt and treasonable relations with the
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Torrejonerslggil Eja'sual_ties were sixteen kﬂii;i an&i captured.
his march roun dS prisoners to Matamoros :,nnd WOuI}ded_z
opposite the ranchTayIOI"S position to a Po,in Ayl CO}illtm}led
i ) een sel es below
maTLZY]:l)ng of the Mexican forc:thed for the crossing of the
r 1mmedi b
skirmish to “?SSI}T o despatched a brief account
now be considered élsgton' ‘Hostilities,” he wrot o‘f M
had called (under alf;)mn']ten%d’” and he lfeportet;3 ’th I’??}
governors of Texas OLlvy PI'eViously given) at ne
vol and Louisian . upon the
Flg:‘tflﬁgs 1,1(:;, iive thousand men ii ;‘;fflght regiments of
P . wo or three days T :
g his fort -days Taylor remained stati
and learning what he could 0? tﬁmﬁr&
y8

movements, unti
, until he finally received information that th
e

whole Mexic
an army was preparing to cross the river bel
elow

Matamoros, wi i
) With a view to effecting a junction with the f
e force

from above
. He concluded that the object of the moy
ement

a p p o

ore i
determined to march there, leaving

rison in the fort :
ment was wise, opposite Matamoros.

He was alre ady

the necessa

: Whether thi ¥ o

under the circumstances, may E: hc;f):ll;vs-
ed.

In a critical condition, with his base of
of sup-

! Amoud;
pudia subs
e his equently asserted th
preparations to at the plan :
:ﬁ,ﬁn onder dircoting him to susper the ftomnth of Apel, bt o o e L
la Historia de la G uspend operations until Arista’ ad been stopped
: *8ee reports of Capt uerra entre Mézico y los E. U ;asamval-'—(AP’HMes
sess,, 29] ptains Hardee and Thornton in H I;UD
+ &. Doc. 60, 30 Con
g"

] .

'Taylo j
T to Ad]utant-General, April 26, 1846; 4bid., 140
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plies nearly twenty miles away, and he was opposed by an
enemy numerically superior. The advantages to be gained
from 8 vietory were relatively dlight; the injury that would
result from a defeat was enormous, for it must have meant
the annihilation of Taylor’s force. Nevertheless, he took
the chances, and was thoroughly justified by success.

One regiment of infantry and two companies of artillery,
together with the sick, numbering in all not over five hundred
men, having been left behind under command of Major
Brown, of the infantry, Taylor, with the remainder of his
little army, set out on the afternoon of the first of May for
Point Tsabel. On the next day he arrived at that place
without having discovered any signs of the enemy.’

Brown was attacked on the morning of the third of May,
but only by a long-range cannonade, which did little damage.
The fort, planned by Captain Mansfield, of the United States
Engineers, was built upon a triangular point of land, with

the river on two sides of it, and no very formidable attempt
was made to approach it on the land side. The total Ameri-
can casualties were two killed and ten wounded. Among the

If, who was s0 seriously injured dur-

latter was Brown himse
ing the cannonade, which lasted a hundred and sixty hours,

that he died shortly afterward of his wounds. His memory
has been preserved in the name of Fort Brown, and of
Brownsville, the town which has since grown up about it

For five days Taylor remained at Point Isabel, where the
sounds of the cannonade at Matamoros reached him. He
strengthened the position at t
(which he seems 10 have sent for) having arrived on the
sixth of May, five hundred marines and bluejackets, under

Captain Gregory of the U.8.S. Raritan, were landed to

1 Samé to same, May 3, 1846; ibid., 289, Ari
from Taylor’s line of march in order to protect

river. This was subsequently severely criticis !
cause of serious delay which at least contributed to the disastrous result of

sta had withdrawn his cavalry

ed as unnecessary, and as the

his movement, For further detai

53-78,
1 Sen. Doc. 388, 20 Cong,, 1 sess., 31-37. The fort

2 Qe detailed reports i
was abandoned by the War Department in 1907. A sketeh map of

position in 1846 will be found in Meade, I, 73.

he Point, and the Gulf squadron * and at once set his troops in mot
motion f

his own troops in crossing the *

: C
s as to-Taylor’s movements, see Meade, I, &

the mOI"ﬂil}g of M&y i

PA
ItO

a§sist in de.fending the post.!
his men, with a part of the Poj
replaced by a few recruits recent

set out on their return to Fort B

ol ‘ t Brown. The i

amm%; giz(z;rll (;i;l gfaégons containing supplies o}tt ;fgvzligh e
. On, = ax;vto t}a:ghteen—pounder guns drawn b nz)?n .

et pH » had shown no great activity inycar:n.

ey th.e c e ‘ivasted a week after he had despat hyti

e avalry to the east side of the Rio 8 -

i t}? I’}fltll thg first day of May that hisrande;

. Te ; exan side of the river.? The nexi:er It;lmy

i Isa,ba:i or had_ passed him, and was well o tiy

ey e .k Fearing that the American troo I11 fe

B i ke o o S o

ence
cavalry to watch Taylor, and with th(()e btltll(;{ t(;)f“il?s ?S)Irlz vy
es en-

camped at Palo Alto. wh

: _ , Where Taylor’s i

il:wweEkS earl}er on their Wayy to miaanmtry had encamped
ever, was ill supplied wit Mo, e i,

gyl h water, and on
aboﬂt ei;z filllﬂ baclf: to the Tanques del Ramiiggofognh' Of
i thees from the river, and half-way ,befapomt
o Selﬂoflil whe?e the Mexican army had crozgin
e pudia to besiege Fort Brown. with :
i AmPud%a oasyilerhaps a thousand infantry aild fo .
o momi;] fas been seen, accomplished nothin o
o e morning of Frday, the cighth of Ma Ak
aylor was on his march back to For{JBrélv:fla

On the next day Taylor and
nt Isgbel garrison, who were
ly arrived from New Orleans

{?}f the open prairie at
8 the scene of a batt]
I;Jorczs were In position, and at hatlaf'
fyrt mpudla{ tzvho had been ordered
ort and to join the commander-i-

Palo Alto, whi

) ch he had
Shortly after noon hi;l SRy
Past two he was joined

to rai .
Il

The numbe Iy y
; of t e Mexi W VEr v as
¥y II‘S h ]VI Xlcans were never ve
rtain d n the previous December Arista Wcﬁill;llg tO-
)

1
Port of the Secretary of the N avy; H

Parker’ :
8 Recollections of a Naval Offcer, 50. R. Doc.. 4, 29 Cong., 2 sess., 380

HIS ﬁISt dIVlSlml nae; A pu 1a, ¢ ()Sﬂed on Ap] () ﬂ(i t € second on
,Udr*m d,r 113,3. h d




XICO

THE UNITED STATES AND ME

146
e had available only 800

sidio of the Rio Grande,
amulique.! This

ements, said h
420 at the pre
his own ranch of M
made 2,420 in all. Paredes, of course, sent no
ments at that time, as he needed them himself for his march
on the city of Mexico; but as soon as he felt strong enough
to spare any troops he detached Ampudia, Who reache

Matamoros with about 2,200 men.? There were also some
reinforcements from Tampico, and possibly other points,

Paredes for reinforc
men at Matamoros,
and barely 1,200 ab

reinforce-
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Its commander, Za
RS & htigndier-oe chary Taylor, a !
second yeira?l;ggeﬁzg‘ﬂ by brevet, Wasioiﬁnm_ actual rank
Indian ﬁghtlng gnd 4 spent nearly forty years H; hls S,IXt *
posts. His chief e ;n the routine duties of srz Ihls life in
of Fort Harrison )3;1011;‘3 In the War of 1812 was 31] foquctie
RN Tndians ) o he Wabash River agai e defence
Havk War in 18-32 e took a creditable 133 ot {DSt a strong
, and he fought the Semiﬂolleg flllleFIBlz}gk
oriaa

m-ight ha UCh i :
ve done, was the whole of his mlj{ltittlae r;ea(;jmg as he
education.

g0 that when Arista took command his force may be reck-

oned at about 5,200
These troops Were considered as good as any in the Mex-
jcan army. There were four regiments of infantry of the line,
the permanent battalions of Tampico, Mexico, Puebla, and
Morelia, three regiments of cavalry, & battalion of engineers
(zapadores), and some local national guards and guardacostas.
They had altogether 26 field-pieces; but they were ill sup= ‘
lied with provisions or Teserve ammunition, and they were
totally without surgeons or field-hospitals. Deducting 190
men left by Ampudia in observation in fron

and the garrison left in Matamoros,
according to M eports, had in line at Palo Al

men, with 12 guns—an estimate which 18 probably too low.!
The American force amounted to 2,111 sabres and bays

onets, or about 2,300 men in alls—roughly speaking, 70 per
cent of the acknowledged Mexican strength. But if Taylor's |
army was sma .~ The officers, Wit

Il, it was of high quality-
very tions, were graduates of West Point. The..
men, though rtion were foreigners—Eng]ish,; |
Trish, and German immigrants——ha,d been long and carefully
drilled, especially during the i

He was a nati
. ve of Virgini
years old his f ginia, but wh
- r—— }em("’e,d—ﬂne .
and much hajrd e future general got a i settlers—
had much experi‘;’m’k on the paternal fffma hﬁtle schooling
ever visited Wa.s}?'ce of cities or the world, “ e had never
he had thus far attl ngton, and owed such ad . had hardly
tious perform ained solely to seniorit vancement as
Mentally a:(limeh()f Toutine duty, rity and a conscien-
citizen. Short agd)’stlca.lly.he was a plain and
carelessness in res eSturdy in build, with a ¢ 'u?pretfmdmg
3Kentucky farmeI; , Ii';IO d(i.?shi)(he looked, W}}lrgécl?elia‘;e}:s)tem
and almost - His dislike for unif een
ceremony. A 1\; C%IGIESSHGSS in dress a.nstimg was full of
. e -1 .
Balbontin, who Wa:] c?n officer, sublieutenant S it dop
W_as amazed at the kst EIIne a prisoner in Ta: ;)D ,Manue]
, sitting on a Cf;neral S appearance when Jl: Ol;fis b
p-stool, in his shirt—sleeve: 'mtf i
, 1 Iront

of his tent, A i :
ot of camp, little while after, the general was seen rid
L €N Il ing

months that they had been it
camp at Corpus Christi, and no army that the United States aidHe wore a blue checked gi
had ever put in the field was thought to have been moE 5 & a linen waistcoat szl :gl},mm coat, blue trousers with
efficient. Tse nor his saddle had any rﬁ?f:-brimmed straw hat ; {I)\?t'ta}zny
1tary o 2 » elther
\ Mésico 4 través de los Siglos, TV, 545- N The only explanati Skt
m:arfl :nis %B;;iuns (Nuevo Bernal D:a.? I?Xilcf;))n January 1, 1840, with 408 mind was that the gE:I(IJ: :;la't presented itself to the M
e 4 s | . . e .
s Roa Béreena, [nvasion Norte-Americana, 33. + [bid., 35, 4% Connoissance alone, B ral was going to make g da G
s Ripley’s War with Mezico, 1, 122. . But Don Manuel did not kn ngeTrOUS re-
! Balbontin, Invasio ow &yl()r 1
4 n Amm’ 38 .




