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Office. When he called, Aberdeen said that he saw from
this paper that the Mexican government considered war
inevitable, and that they asked for the sympathy and moral
support of the British government in the struggle; but he
did not see clearly what practical application that request
could have. Murphy said he had something to propose.
Tt was evident that the ambitious views of the United States
were not limited to the violent and infamous robbery of
Texas; California was also the object of their avarice, and
it was certain that as soon as war was formally declared it
would be the target for their attacks. Mexico would not
neglect so important a point, and would defend it by all the
means in her power, in spite of the difficulties due to the
distance of that part of the republic from the seat of govern-
ment. But to defend California effectually naval forces
were essential, and Mexico had none, so that the help of
some friendly naval power was needed. This he was in-
structed to ask of Great Britain.

Aberdeen said that this would be taking part in the war
between Mexico and the United States, which Murphy
could not but admit. He suggested, however, that if the
British government objected to war, some other plan might
be adopted, “‘some combination which would give England
the right to repel, even by force, the attack which the
Americans would not fail to make on Mexico, without
thereby losing the neutral character she wishes to preserve.”

Aberdeen rose to the bait at once. There had been, he
said, a plan of colonization made up by the English consul
in the city of Mexico, Mr. Mackintosh, a partner of the
frm of Manning & Marshall, which Mr. Bankhead had for-
warded with a view to finding out how far the British gov-
ernment would favor it; and he sent for Bankhead’s de-
spatch and read it to Murphy.! Murphy, who had known

nothing of Mackintosh’s proposal, was quick to see the
point.
1 This was Bankhead's despatch of July 31, 1845, to which no reply was

given (in writing) either to Bankhead or the promoters.—(E. D. Adams, 253.)
1t seems probable, however, that Lord Aberdeen may have talked to members

of the firm in London.
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Mexican cause, but that it would be Quixotic for England
and France to act upon that ground alone. As for the in-
terest they had in seeing that California did not fall into the
hands of the United States, this was hardly enough to run
the risk of a war, with its incaleulable consequences. No
doubt they could never look with indifference upon that
fine country in American hands, but there was a great dis-
tinction between that and a willingness to risk a disastrous
war.
However, a hint from Lord Aberdeen that something
might yet be done by taking advantage of the decree of
April 12, 1837, under which the holders of Mexican bonds
were authorized to locate land in various parts of Mexico,
including California, set the Mexican minister to work on
another plan. He learned that Mr. Powles, vice-chairman
of the Mexican bondholders’ committee, and Mr. Price, a
member of the firm of Manning & Marshall, had seen Aber-
deen, and that he had expressed an active interest in the
subject. Accordingly, with the aid of these two gentle-
men, a plan was drawn up as follows:
A company was to be formed to acquire from the Mexican
government 50,000,000 acres of land in California. This

land was to be paid for as follows:

£6,250,000

The cash was to be payable to Mexico in instalments,
and was to be borrowed by the company at three per cent
interest, the British government guaranteeing the loan.
How the British government was to be persuaded to guar-
antee such a loan did not appear, nor did Murphy very

clearly see how Great Britain could intervene to prevens
the sovereignty over California passing from Mexico to the
United States, provided the interests of British subjects were
not thereby put in peril. However, the only question with
Lord Aberdeen was to find some way of thwarting American
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moment and in such a manner would be little less hostile than a declara-
tion by England and France that they would not permit the conquest
of California; which would virtually be a declaration of war against the

United States. But even this he would prefer to the creation of an
unreal interest for political purposes. The grant might create a very
pretty quarrel, but no amount of privileges bestowed by Mexico would
suffice to keep out American settlers, who would probably be too power-
ful for the English. But, above all, while the Oregon question Was
still capable of 2 peaceful settlement, he deprecated a measure which
would practically render such a settlement impossible. Should the
negotiation respecting it end in war, the offers of Mexico should be
d and the active co-operation of Mexican forces on the

at once accepte
South West frontier of the United States encouraged, as 2 formidable
1

diversion of the American forces.”

This, then, was the final decision of the British govern-
ment, but it involved some embarrassment to their agents in
America, and especially to Sir George Seymour, the admiral
in command of the naval squadron on the Pacific coast.
He was left wholly without instructions in reference 10

California, and all he knew of the policy of his government

was derived from the copy of Lord Aberdeen’s instructions

of December 31, 1844, which, late in the year 1845, Bank-

head sent him from Mexico.
From these instructions the

admiral gathered that while

the separation of California from Mexico was regarded as =
probably inevitable, it was for the Mexican government

alone to take measures for providing against such a contin-

gency; that Great Britain had no more ground for infer- 3
fering to preserve California to Mexico than it had a right

to excite or encourage inhabi parate from Mex-
ico; and that if Mexico ¢ ully blind it could
not be helped. A policy of complete non-interference thus
seemed to be preseribed, although the British minister had
been enjoined to keep his attention “vigilantly alive” 10°

every credible report of occurrences in California, and espés

cially with respect 10 the proceedings of American citizens
ht, were “Jikely -

gettled in that province, who, it was thoug

to play a prominent part in any proceeding which may take
i

1 Gordon’s Aberdeen, 183.
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your negotiation with the United States as it i always your custom 1o
go slow, you might now do so from policy.” !

Nothing more was said about grants of land in California
or projects of colonization. The European governments
waited for news from America.

Toward the end of January, 1846, Murphy received in-
structions from his government, written just before Slidell’s

arrival at Vera Cruz. Nothing, he was told, had yet been =
heard from the United States as to the arrival of “a com- =
missioner to settle the pending questions,” but the American |
ships of war had been withdrawn from before Vera Cruz.
There were rumors that General Taylor was advancing from

Corpus Christi, but this was supposed to be due to the fact
that he had not yet been informed of the arrangement

to receive the American commissioner. Nothing had been

omitted, so far as the scanty resources of the Treasury would
~ permit, to provide for the defence and security of the Cali-

fornias. A military expedition was preparing, part of which
was already at Acapulco, and would proceed to its destina-

tion as soon as possible; “but as perchance it may not be
sufficient to ward off a coup de main by the Americans, in
case hostilities should be begun, it is indispensable to rely

on the assistance which the government hopes to obtain

from Great Britain and France.” *

There was really nothing new in all this, but Murphy
duly called at the Foreign Office, and then wrote that he =

had nothing to add to the information he had previously
given, The Foreign Secretary still strongly objected to the.
Americans taking California, and would be glad to employ
the power of Great Britain to prevent it; but he would not
dare to take such a step, a8 he feared a war with the United

States. But, added Murphy, “this consideration would

not stop him if he could count on the co-operation of
France,” and recent speeches of Guizot’s, in which he

1 Italics in the original. Ya que siempre andan V
ahora pueden hacerlo por cdleulo.
1846; Sec. Rel. Ezt. MS8.)

2 Pefia y Pefia to Murphy, Nov. 28, 1845;

ibid. The expedition from Acae
pulco never got away from that port. i

mds. despacio por hdbildy =
—(Murphy to Minister of Relations, Jan. 1
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large immigration, had risen in 1846 fo approximately
90,300,000.! This was more than two and one-half times
the population of Mexico; but if the comparative increase
since 1800 was taken into account, the astonishing rapidity
of growth of the United States became more apparent.
Mexico during that time had grown from perhaps 6,000,000

to 8,000,000, or approximately thirty-three per cent; but the

United States had grown in the same period from 5,309,858 5

to about 20,300,000, or nearly three hundred per cent.

Significant as these figures were, they were less impres- =

sive than a comparison befween the respective wealth and

industry of the two countries. So far as statistics could re-
veal the difference, it could scarcely be exaggerated. Thus, &

in regard to shipping, the United States was then one of the
first maritime powers of the world. Mexico, on the other
hand, possessed no merchant marine, save a few petty coasts
ing vessels whose tonnage was entirely insignificant. The

movement of vessels from Mexican ports, so far as could be =

ascertained, was extremely small.

For instance, in 1841~

the whole foreign trade of Matamoros was carried on i

vessels from the United States, 32 in all, the total movement

of exports and imports from that port being about $900,000. -
In the same year there were 91 arrivals and departures from:

Tampico, of which 19 were British men-of-war and governs
ment packets; while from Vera Cruz, the prineipal port of

the republic, for the six months ending July 1, 1842, there

were but 271 arrivals and departures* No records from the
Pacific ports were published, but their foreign trade Was

practically non-existent. Against this may be placed the:

i

recorded movement of shipping in the ports of the United
States. The tonnage of American vessels entering an ]
clearing during 1845 was 4,089,463, and of foreign vessels
1,840,838; or, in all, close upon 6,000,000 tons. :

In the entire absence of accurate Mexican statistics, the

gives some notion of the respective size of their foreign com

1 By the census of 1840 it was 17,009,453; in 1850, 23,191,876,
2 Farnham's Mexico, 32.

7H

amount collected from import duties in the two countriéss

{
<
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merce. In Mexico the customs receipts f
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amounted to nearly $30,000,000. The total national debt
gr(;a; much less than a year’s income, being under $24,000,-
0. The total reported revenues of the Mexican go,ven;-
Lrgllt were not very different from those of the United States
sufﬁg 1(;1 1845 a trifle over $24,000,000; but this by no meané
T fce to meet, the national expenses, for the interest upon
e funded d.ebt was left wholly unpaid, and other indebted-
Illess was bemg constantly incurred. By the first of Jul
0(8]36, the exterior debt of Mexico amounted to over $55 000y :
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ably near $100,000,000.¢ S

;Iég‘:rxero, 145, 2 Farnhan
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As to means of transportation, they were 1o better in
Mexico in 1846 than they had been in 1825; but in the
United States about 5,000 miles of railway had already
been put in operation, steam-boat facilities on the rivers
and Great Lakes had largely increased, and traffic upon the

eight. So important, indeed, had

canals was perhaps at its h
American methods of communication become that a gerious
as, published

French work in two large volumes, with an atl
in 1840, was wholly devoted to the history and description

of traffic facilities in the United States.'

Not less incontestable was the superiority of the United
SQtates navy. The Mexican navy, consisting of a few ill-
tound and ill-manned vessels of small tonnage, Was & neg-
ligible quantity- The American navy, on the other hand,
with over thirty vessels actually at sea, had acquired a brill-
jant reputation for efficiency; and, what was '
vital, it had acquired in many seas such traditions of gal-

lantry as sufficed to make it & formidable opponent to any
adversary. The one apparent element of warlike superi-

ority on the part of Mexico was the greater size of its army.

On paper th
American, and whether this superiority in numbers could
be offset by a difference in personnel an
of volunteers was the only problem to which an answer

could not well be given in advance.’

1 Chevalier, Hisloire €t Description des Voies de Communication au® Etats-

Unis.
2 A part of this chapter has already been p

Amer. Hist. Rev., vol. XVIII, pp. 975-294, 1 have to thank the editors for
the permission t0 reproduce it here.

e regular Mexican troops far outnumbered the =

d by the enlistment

ublished as an article in the

CHAPTER XXXII
PEACE OR WAR

Tue public aspect of the relati i
States an_d Great ]?;ritain duﬁnglat?ﬁzngr:te;z;?ofﬂl? lg’nmd
2:1?31;:;); (iglﬁnilzgy tbo;'le a very warlike appeara?lces acll;,

, 1845, tha the British minister in Wa,shin.
2igsfii1:rnbptoniy declined the proposal to settle the Orggg
oo y NFX ending the line of 49° north latitude from
e n Alieri ountains to the Pacific Ocean, and had left it
= ian gi?vernment to make some other proposal
ol is erat, a3 he pleasantly put it, “with fa,irnesé
o 1(11 y, and with the reasonable expectations of th

government.” :

The issues of peace or war thus seemed

( to be lef i
11::1}12 Elila;li(cilsaofd the Premden't'and his Secretary of Stti?lﬁ
o Sn t;lrresolu?e spirit of Buchanan was greatly vexed
i gNe a subject so fu]ll of the most dreadful possi-
iy . Never was thfe :sobermg action of official respon-
y more clearly exhibited. He who had so courageoisly

- declai ins
eclaimed as a senator against the pretensions of Great

Britain was now, a
: , a8 Secretary of State, filled wi i
for;bzdilfngs at the possibility of war. s
2 I?ad If:;;eiec:stary of t%’safce was terrified at the spectre
] raise, the President stood fi i
;‘gn %c;hcy fof concession, and “communicated to I:srge asiigzt{
e rsd ;isi})ﬁ (ia.bme}ilsi,”h asiu he himself has related, “the
: o which his mind had i
. ind had come.
Aﬁfﬁl}l;nan’s rfaply to Pakenham, he said, should eassert 1:3{11'6
can claim to the whole of the Oregon territory, from
b

! Polk’s Di
iary, Aug. 26, 1845, I, 2. It was the importance of this conversa

tion in the cabin
p % et that s 2
which he did, from that d:ﬁ gof,tm to the: Presidess the Leeging of 3 diacy,
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