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any modification of bis plan, nor listen to any suggestion of 
General V alencia's acting as President ad interim. If the 
garrison had been willing to support him, Valencia might 
have resisted; but the garrison had already sent in its ad
hesion to Paredes, who issued a sharp military order direct
ing that he himself should be immediately recognized in the 
city of Mexico as the sole commander and legitimate au
thority, and that everything should be arranged for his re
ception in the capital on the following day, at wbich time 
he directed that a meeting be held to decide upon the defin-
itive programme of the revolution. 

Valencia, seeing that the game was up, at once left the 
Palace, went back to bis own house, and sent Paredes an 
assurance of his submission, adding that if his presence was 
an obstacle he would leave the republic for two years. 
Paredes merely replied that he did not consider Valencia 
or anybody else an obstacle. "I aro resolved," he said, "to 
make my ideas triumph or to perish in the attempt, and as 
I am determined not to prosecute anybody on account of 
their previous acts, so I will shoot anybody who starts out 
to oppose me, whether he is an archbishop, a general, a. 
magistrate or anybody else1

'; and as everybody at that 
time believed that Paredes was quite capable of doing ex
actly what he said, he was at once hailed as President of the 

republic.1 

The revolution had thus far followed the normal course 
of Mexican revolutions. The small proportion of the in
habitants of Mexico who had any political influence at all, 
and especially the officers of the army, had become thor
ougbly dissatislied with \he government; ·whether rightly 
or wrongly was a matter of no consequence. Inasmuch as 
nobody in Mexico had ever had the slightest confidence in 
elections, wbich always resulted in the choice of the govern
ment' s candidates, there was no hope of changing the gov
ernment by anything · short of a revolution. The men wbo 
were in office naturally wished to hold on to them, and tbe 
people of proper\y were unwilling to take par\ in a revolu-

1 México á través de los Siglos, IV, 553, 
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again, and Paredes was sworn in, after which he "pronounced 
a discourse suitable to the circumstances." 1 On January 7 
he appointed his cabinet, Castillo y Lanzas being Secretary 
of Foreign Relations, and General Almonte Secretary of 
War. Tornel was made president of the council. 

Castillo had been secretary of legation and chargé d' affaires 
in Washington. 

"He is," wrote Slidell, "an intelligent and well educated gentleman, 
and were he permitted to exercise any control, would, as I have reason 
to know from free conversations with him at a time when he bad no 
idea of being appointed to bis present place, be decidedly favorable 
to an amicable adjustment of all questions pending between the two 
Governments. But Almonte is the leader oí the cabinet, believed, 
and as i think with good reason, to entertain the most violent hos
tility towards the United States, and I doubt whether Castillo has 
sufficient energy to take any very decided stand in support oí bis 
opinions." 2 

Slidell's departure from the city of Mexico had ali this 
time been delayed, ostensibly by his inability to procure an 
escort, the roads being notoriously unsafe, but in reality, as 
he wrote in the letter just quoted, because the Mexican gov
ernment was waiting for President Polk's annual message, 
to see what the chances of a war over Oregon might be. 
The tone of that message, when it was received, of course 
encouraged Mexican hopes of war between the United States 
and Great Britain; and, as Slidell wrote a few days later, 
there was little prospect of a change of attitude on the part 
of Mexico so long as these hopes continued. But he still 
had sorne expectation that the :financia! embarrassments of 
Mexico might lead to their consenting to a negotiation.3 

Slidell reached the pleasant town of Jalapa on the twen
tieth of January, and there awaited the instructions from 
Washington for which he had applied. It was not until 

1 See Acta de la Junta de Representant.es de ws Depart.amenws; ibid., 100. 
1 Slidell to Buchanan, Jan. 14, 1846; State Dept. MSS.; extract in H. R. 

Doc. 60, 30 Cong., 1 sess., 50. Castillo is described by a. Mexican author as 
a man of vast learning, but with little diplomatic skill. 

i Slidell to Buchanan, Feb. 6, 1846; State Dept. MSS.; extract in H. R. 
Doc. 60, 30 Cong., 1 sess., 56. 
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late in the month of February that he received advices from 
the State Department: His COI\duct was in all respects ap
pro~ed, and h~ ~as direc~ed to renew his application to be 
rece1~ed_ as IDlillSter ~lempotentiary. As to confining the 
nego~1at10ns to the ~dJustment of "the imaginary rights of 
Mexico over Texas, that, he was instructed could not be 
tolerated. The.two subjects of claims and bo~dary "must 
proceed hand ~ hand; they can never be separated." 
S?ould the Mexican government finally refuse to receive 
~' he was to demand his passports and return to the 
Umted States. "It will then," said Buchanan, "become 
the duty of the President to submit the whole case to Con
gres.s, a~d ~~ upon the nation to assert its just rights, and 
avenge 1ts mJured honor." 1 . 

In ~c~ordance wi~h these instructions, Slidell wrote to 
t?e M~ter of Fore1gn Relations on March 1, 1846, refer
nng ~ his correspondence with Peña y Peña, and stating 
tha_t his course had been approved by the President of the 
Umted States, who (in view of the change in the govern
ment of Mexico) had directed that one more effort should 
be made ~o preser:ve p~ace. He therefore again submitted 
the qu.es.t10n of ~ bemg received as envoy extraordinary 
and IDlillSter plempotentiary.2 

Cast_illo replied in a long letter, declining to receive Slidell 
on vanous grounds. In the first place, the display of force 
hy.land and sea which the United States was making would 
of 1.tself be a s~cient reason. In the next place, the course 
which the Umted States had steadily pursued in respect to 
the_ annexation of Texas, a part of the territory of Mexico, 
which had been hers for so long without any interruption 
w~atever, regardless of "the most unquestionable owner
ship and ~he most uninterrupted possession," would not 
allow Mexico to consent to such ignominy as to discuss a 
settlement. And finally, the reasons given to Slidell in 
December for refusing to receive him were repeated. The 

~~chanan to ~lidell, Jan. 20, 1846¡ same to same, Jan. 28, 1846¡ ibid., 

1 Slidell to Castillo March 1 1846 · :~:-' 63 , , ' ·w&a., • 
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i Castillo to Slidell, March 12, 18~;. ibid., 67. 
'Same to same, March 21, 1846; ibid., 79. 

CHAPTER XXXI 

MEXICO SEEKS FOREIGN AID 

As the prospect of a war with the United States became 
more threatening, the successive Mexican administrations 
saw more and more clearly that they ran a very great risk 
of losing not only Texas but also a large part of their other 
territory. California in particular was evidently indefensi
ble against a naval force, and New Mexico was too remote 
for succor. The only way to guard against such dangers was 
by securing foreign help; and, in~eed, in the earlier eff orts 
of Great Britain and France to adjust the disputes between 
Mexico and Texas, a foreign guarantee of the northern 
boundary had actually been offered. Thus in the interview 
between Lord Aberdeen and the Mexican minister in Lon
don, on May 29, 1844, the former had gone so far as to say 
that if Mexico would acknowledge the independence of 
Texas, England, and very likely France, would oppose an
nexation to the United States, and that he would endeavor 
that France and England should jointly guarantee the in
dependence of Texas and the integrity of Mexican territory.1 

At the same time he had proposed to the French govern
ment "a joint operation on the part of Great Britain and 
France in order to acknowledge the independence of Texas, 
on a guarantee being jointly given by us that that inde
pendence shall be respected by other nations, and that the 
Mexico-Texian boundary shall be secured from further en
croachments." And a few days later, in an interview with 
Ashbel Smith, of Texas, he had proposed a "diplomatic 
act" by which England and France, acting with Texas and 

1 Memorandum of Conversation, in E. D. Adams, 168. 
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