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PREFACE 
THE events which led up to the war between the U nited 

States and Mexico, with ali its momentous consequences to 
both nations, have been very generally misapprehended. 
On the American side the war has been treated in histories 
of the United States as a mere episode in an all-embracing 
struggle over slavery, which it was not. Mexican historians 
have treated it as the unescapable result of American aggres
sion in Texas, which it was not. But each of these views 
embodies a sort of half-truth, and it becomes therefore both 
difficult and important to disentangle the whole truth. 

Until very recently a thorough study of the relations be
tween the two countries from the time Mexican indepen
dence was achieved down to the treaty of Guadalupe 
Hidalgo, was not possible. 

In the first place, the mere fact of the existence of negro 
slavery in the United States imparted an element of intense 
bitterness into every discussion of the subject in this country. 
The N orth hated and dreaded the extension of slavery, 
and even before the Mexican War was over the fear that 
the newly acquired territories-New Mexico and California 
-might becomes slave states, gave rise to passionate de
bates which continued until the breaking out of the Civil 
War. Thereafter the prejudices and passions which were 
awakened or inflamed by four years of murderous warfare 
prevented an impartial view until the generation which had 
so effectually dealt with slavery had nearly passed away. 

In the second place, no complete account could ever have 
been written without a knowledge of the diplomacy of those 
countries whose interests were chiefly affected; and it is 
only within a comparatively short time that the archives 
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of the United States, Mexico, Great Britain, and Texas have 
been thrown open f reely for examination. 

lt ~ been my object to present a consecutive narrative 
of the events which cu1mioated in war in 1846 and peace in 
1848. In doing so it has seemed necessary to digress in 
various directions, as, f or instan ce, in relating the French 
seizure of Vera Cruz and the controversy with Great 
Britain over Oregon. lt also has seemed necessary to give 
the story of the Mexican War itself in sorne detail, although 
it has been far f rom my purpose to attempt the writing of 
a military history. That can hardly be well done by any 
but a prof essional soldier, and, moreover, the naval and 
military operations described in these pages-whether in 
the strif e of Mexican revolutions, or in the contesta between 
Mexico and Texas, or in the French bombardment of San 
Juan de Ulúa, or in the war between the United States and 
Mexico-were carried on with weapons and means of com
munication and transportation so completely obsolete at 
the present day, that it is doubtf ul whether a detailed study 
of such minor events could be of much real importance. 

0n the other hand, it is not doubtf ul that sorne lessons 
of extreme importance may be drawn f rom a study of our 
dealings with the nearest of our Latin-American neighbors. 
We have not always been fortunate in our conduct toward 
the other nations of this hemisphere, and our failures have, 
as I think, been chiefly due to our ignorance. We have not 
fuHy grasped the fundamenta] truth that our southem 
neighbors are of an utterly alien race, whose ideals and 
virtues and modes of thought and expression are so radically 
different from ours that we have lacked the sympathetic 
insight which comes on1y with perf ect comprehension. 

N.wi>oBT, R. l., 
Jum, 1913. 
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