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e months in the Capital, after my
at the expiration of which

Mr. Pakenham, having arrived,

. . R
I set out for Veracruz, in company with Mr. Ro

I pASSED thre
return from the North
time, my- successor,

fuerte, and Captain Vernon, of His Majesty’s sloop

Primrose, who was commissioned to convey ustto
England, with -the ratified copy of the Ttl’)ea ¥
which had just been approved of by the Chambers.

We quitted Mexico on the 23d of April, and pro-

ceeded by Otambd, Apin, Piedras Negras, and

i in a
Viréyés, to Pérotd, Mrs. Ward being no longer 1r; .
state either to travel on horseback, or to supp

: . &
otion of a coach, 1n Crossing the mou

the violent m e T

tains hetween Mexico and La Puebla.
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where we were detained several days in order to
allow time for the money sent by the April “ Con-
ducta* to be shipped, we found most ‘comfortable.
lodgings in a house which Colonel Dashwood had
the goodness to engage for us, while his  hospitality
supplied all our other wants. We. dined with him
every day during our stay ; and, under Mrs. Dash-
wood’s direction, we made several delightful excur-
sions in the environs of the town, the beauties of
which seemed-to grow upon us, as we explored them
more narrowly. 4

On the 6th of May, having received intelligence
that the Primrose was ready for sea, we slept at
Plan del Rio, which we quitted at three o'clock on -
the morning of the 7th, in order to avoid the heat as
much as possible. We breakfasted about seven at
Puente del Rey, and reached the Boca del Potrero
at two, where we passed the night. On the morn-
ing of the 8th we arrived at a very early hour at
Veracruz, and embarked almost immediately, after
taking some refreshment at Mr. Welsh’s house, while
our luggage was sending on board.

I rode almost all the way from Jalapa, notwith-
standing the heat, which I did not find nearly so.
oppressive as I had expected.  The rest of the party
performed the journey in litters. ~ Hilario and one
other servant from the Table-land, accompanied us,

* ¢ Conducta” implies the mules laden with silver, which
leave the Capital once every two or three months for the coast,
with a strong escort.
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having volunteered a service, for which their cm:n;
trymen in general feel the greateét repugnance, a;
season when the Tierra Caliente 15 certainly not tra-
without danger. .
vel:;eiacruz was eiceedingly unhealthy at the tn;ue
of our departure. Several persons had been a}rea y
attacked by the vomito, and Mr. Rocafuertes ser-
vant, a Spaniard, shared the same fate : he was
taken ill on board the Primrose; and died the fifth or
sixth day. A young midshipman (Mr. Anson), wlfo
contracted the disorder while on shore for an hour n
the morning with the boat that brought us off, was

more fortunate. Youth and a vigorous constitution

carried him through it but he was oy much re-
duced for a long time, and did not entirely get over

the attack for some weeks. : | e
The Primrose was under weigh when we gm

barked, and, the wind being fair, in a very few hours

we lost sight of the Mexican coast. On the follow-

i i in anchored off Tam-
ing evening, however, we agail

pico, to ship some more dollars, which were not put
’ .
on board till the 12th, in the afternoon, when we

sailed definitively for the Havanna. From thence .

we proceeded to New York, where the anr}c::f
.remained a week, both Mrs. Ward and the ch;
dren being so much reduced by t,he rough Wea;e e
which we had experienced, that 1t would ha\red tt;l;
absolutely dangerous for them to havia crosse o
~ Atlantic without some rest and relaxation 01'1 sdolra.
Captain Vernon and I took advantage of this deiay
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to visit Washington, where we met with a most kind
reception from my old friend Mr. Vaughan, under
whom I had passed a year of my life, when attached
to the Embassy of Sir Henry Wellesley at Madrid.
Washington is but little worthy of the reputation
which it enjoys. It is the mere skeleton of a great
town; and the houses being mostly built in the
style of the architecture by which our own country
is so much disfigured, with high gable ends, small
doors, and cross lights in every direction, there is
little to see, and less to admire. The real capitals of
the United States are the great commercial cities, and
of these the Americans may justly be proud. We
passed through Philadelphia and Baltimore on our
way, and in both these places, as well as in New
York, we found ample proofs of an active, thriving,
and powerful country, abounding in energy and
wealth, and only requiring to be known in order to,
be duly appreciated. I will not fall into the error, so
common amongst travellers; of passing judgment
upon an empire, after a week’s examination of its
resourées; but I will say, that those writers who
have fostered the prejudices generally entertained in
England with regard to American manners, and in
particular as to their individual feeling towards our-
selves, have rendered both countries a very great dis-
service. Captain Vernon and Ifound our character as
Englishmen, sufficient to ensure us both civility, and
attention, from our very numerous fellow-passengers

~on board the steam-boats, in which a great part of
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the journey to Washington is performed ; and both
in the capital and at Philadelphia, we required 10
other passport to open the doors of several highly

respectable houses. :
Without participating in all Mr. Waterton’s en-

thusiasm with regard to the American women, it
is difficult for the most casual ohsetver not to be
struck with their appearance; nor do I know any
part of the world (not even excepting England)
where the display of female beauty is more striking
than at New York, and Philadelphia, where, from
the warmth of the climate, the light dress of the
South of Europe is seen in conjunction with the

freshness, and bright colouring of 2 Northern com-

plexion.
We found our invalids entirely restored to health

by their stay at Staaten Island, from whence they
_removed, after performing a quarantine of four days,
to the hospitable house of Mr. and Mrs. Buchanon,
to whose attentions we Werc all much indebted:
On the 21st of June we embarked again, and on the
16th of July, we anchored at Spithead, after a quiet
and prosperous voyage, during the whole of which we
had daily and hourly reason to be grateful for Captain
Vernon’s unremitting kindness. The Primrose was

much too small for the accommodation of so large 2

. party as ours; and as, after a thousand ingenious con-

trivances, there was only ro

a Mexican woman, who was almost constantly unwell,

the children, the eldest of whom was just two years,

om for one female servant,
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old, could not be properly attended to, and were
frequent ‘source of discomfort and trouble. Thea
were nursed, in turn, I believe, by all the ship’s comy
pany, and formed a particular alliance not onl w'tl;
the officers, who were very kind to them bu}tr Tt:h
the boatswain and many of the men, W;'IO usezlt
carry them about to every part of the ship, and intr "
fiuce them to places which young ladies ar:a not m 0};
in the habit of frequenting. To add to our embarr:;s
ments‘ Mrs. Ward was confined on hoard, ten dav;
before we reached Portsmouth, when *the mai(i’
v.vhole attention was of course devoted to her. Tl S
h.ttle girls were transferred to my cabin be.low “:
night, and during the day were kept either up:n
deck, orin the only part of the ship which Captain
Vernon could call his own, (half the poop-cabin,)
where he slept, and we all dined, separated f'ror;r
Mrs..Ward by nothing but a light partition, with an
opening below to allow the tiller to traverse,.

I'am happy in having an opportunity publicly to
express our acknowledgments to Captain Vernon
for t}.xe good-humour with which he endured thej
breaking up of all the comfort of his pretty establish-
;nent on board. Few men would have supported so
(Tng, apd so severe a trial, with such patience as
himself'; and fewer still would have exerted them-

+selves, in the midst of it, as he did, to promote b);
every attention in his power, the comforts of, his
passengers.

Mzs. Ward, notwithstanding the want of a thou-
VOL. II 2z
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sand things which her situation required, but Wwhich
could not, of course, be procured on board, recovered
" wonderfully, and on the, 17th we were enabled to
transport her in a cot to the Isle of Wight, where
she gradually regained her strength, although much
shaken by the fatigues which she had undergone.
Having thus brought my own story to a conclu-
sion, it only remains for me to add a few observa-
tions upon points, which have either not been in-

cluded in the preceding Sections, OT, with rega;trd to
gone some modifica-

which, my opinions have under,
vents ; premis-

tions, in consequence of subsequent €
ing, as an apology for this irregularity, that, in order
to prevent loss of time, my manuscript has heen put
isito the hands of my publisher as written, and that,
consequently, I am concluding, in 1828, a work, the
first volume of which was in the press in December,

1827.

to been so extremely circumscribed, that the details
into which I have entered in the three last books
will, I hope, be excused, in consideration of the no-
velty of the subject.

To those who have studied the Essai Politique,
the use which I have made of this admirable work
in many parts of my own, will be sufficiently appa-
rent, Indeed,to write a book upon Mexico, without .
referring to Baron Humboldt at almost every pages
is nearly impossible. He first applied the lights of
science to the New World. He discovered, and €x=

Our information with regard to Mexico has hither-

MEXICO IN 1827, 707

p[a?ned the peculiarities of climate and structure b
wFuch Mexico is so much favoured; and tracec{
w.zth the hand of a master, the outline of that va i’:
pmture,' which present and future travellers casn
only as.lsmt in filling up. I have endeavoured, how-
ever, in availing myself of the sanction o’f thié
great .authority, not merely to transfer to my own
pages information better communicated in his, but to
f:arry on the view which he has taken of ea::h sub-
Jject up tcf the present day, and to institute as exact
: comparison as possible between the state of things
b; ﬁ[;:z:fe:nted by him in 1802, and as seen in 1827
Before the appearance of the Essai Politique, the
,:works of Robertson comprised all that was kI’:OWn
in England, or, indeed, in Europe, with regard t
the Transatlantic possessions of Spain, amig fror;:
the:;e but little information is to be derived that will
T\],-Jf Vz ;:at:: present condition or prospects of the
Wherever diligent research could supply the place
Qf pel;'sonal observation, Robertson’s views are just
and .hls reasoning excellent. His errors arose t{ron::
the impossibility of obtaining information with re-
gard to many points, upon which the lahours of
Humboldt first threw a light. I have had occasion

+ 40 point out some curious mistakes with respect to

climate, and mines ; and Humboldt has demonstrated
the erroneousness of his calculations respecting the
amount of silver raised, as well as his miscon-

2z2 |
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ception of the’ value of the revenue derived from
Mexico by Spain. But many parts of his Eighth
Book (on the Colonial Policy of the’ Peninsula)
are wonderfully correct; and in particular his ob-
servations both upon the mild spirit of the first Leyes
de TIndias, and the impossibility of enforcing them.
His eulogy of the Council of the Indies,* though
sound in theory, was not equally so in practice. It
produced latterly none of those good effects, which
were contemplated upon its first institution. The
responsibility of the higher officers before it, as a tri-
bunal, was merely nominal. Not one Viceroy suf-
fered by the sentence of Residencia, with the ex-
ception of Iturrigaray, who did not deserve the seve-
rity with which he was treated. The schemes of
improvement submitted to it were buried in the Ar-
chivo-general de Indias at Siguenza, where they still
remain unnoticed and unknown. The most unjust
decrees were obtained by bribery 3 and, latterly, the
influence of the members of the Council was enl-
ployed principally in stifling complaints, and sup-
porting their respective protegés in the Colonial
Audiencias against charges, which ought to:have led
to their immediate dismissal. In lieu, therefore, “of
attributing to ‘the wise regulations and vigilant in-
spection of this respectable tribunal, whatever de-

gree of public order and virtue still remained in thes

Spanish Colonies,” T should say that nothing had

* Robertson, Book viii. p.20.
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tended so directly to destroy both as the conduct of

the Council of the Indies; which, by poisoning the

ety fountain of justice, convinced the Creoles that

m the Old, as in the New World, it was equally

unavailing for them to seek redress.

Robertson is likewise incorrect in what he states
respecting Castes, and the natural antipathy between
the Indians and the Negroes. Wherever there have
been African slaves in America, it will be found that
they have not only intermarried with the Aborigines
but are positively blended into a new race; and it,
was the extent to which this connexion had been
carr-ied, and the impossibility, (from its numerous
ramifications) of proving themselves free from a taint
of Negro blood, that occasioned such universal dis-
satisfaction amongst the Creoles, when the Cortes (in
1811) deprived of the rights of citizenship all those
who were in any way contaminated by African

descent.

Nor is Robertson’s view of the character of the
Creoles (Book viil. p.32) at all to be relied upon.
It is drawn not from nature, but from a bad likeness
sketched by no friendly hand. In considering whaf:
they were, we must bear in mind the prohibitions
u.nder which they laboured, and the very narrow
circle to which their natural activity was confined.
What inducement was there to acquire information
or to cultivate science, in a country where the la:
hour of early years could be turned to no account in
the career of maturer life? From the bar and the
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church the young Creole was excluded ; or, at least,
if he entered either profession, he knew that to rise
in it beyond a certain point could never be his lot.
He cotld not hope to be rewarded for his exertions
by the approbation of his countrymen, for the press
was closed upon genius; and even in private society,
from the jealous watchfulness of the Inquisition,
freedom of discussion was unknown. There was
nothing, therefore, but an absolute thirst for know-
ledge, unusual even in the most polished countries,
to animate him in the pursuit of acquirements, of
which he was forbidden to avail himself when at-
tained: and none can wonder if, with so few incite-
ments to exertion, vicious indulgence occupied but
too large a portion of his time. But the Revolution
has proved that the Creoles are capable of better
things. The estimable parts of their character are
rapidly developing themselves; and the field now
open for the display of that energy, of which, during
the Civil War, they have given such fearful proofs,
seems to have called into life the quelities requisite
in order to turn it to account. From what I have
<een of the Mexicans, I should say that they possess
great natural shrewdness and ability : they are brave,
hospitable, warm-hearted where met with kindness,
and only too magnificent in their ideas of what the
intercourse of society requires. From a fear of not
doing enough, they often do too little ; but whatever
they attempt is executed with a splendour, which is
at times almost embarrassing. ‘
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'In 1826, being anxious to have our eldest little
girl baptized, we solicited the Count and Countess
Regla, with whom we were upon very intimate
terms, to be her sponsors. - They consented with
great readiness and satisfaction, on condition that
the whole management of the ceremony should be
left to them; and on receiving a promise to this
effect, (given without any idea on our part of the
consequences to which it was to lead,) a splet;did
church ceremony was prepared, with hundreds of
wax-lights, and music, and crowds of attendants;
and this again was sicceeded on the following da;;
b?r a dinner of twenty people, and by presents of
diamonds, for which it was impossible for us to
make any adequate return, while to reject them
would have been regarded as a mortal offence.
.From Don Pablo de la Llave, (at that time Mi-
nister of Ecclesiastical Affairs,) by whom the service
was .performed, we likewise received a certificate of
,ba'ptlsm, printed on silk and inclosed in a gold frame
?nth all the names of the child duly inscribed upori
it. Frances was the only one selected by ourselves
but to this were added Guadiliipé, (in honour botl*:'
of the Virgin of that name, and of the President,)

and .Felipa de Jesus, in commemoration of the onl’y
Mexican Saint acknowledged by the Church of

- Rome.
o It is needless to add that we felt most grateful

to thfa Regla family for their kindness upon this
occasion. It had the effect, however, of preventing
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me from having another child baptized in Mexico,
for 1 was determined mnot to lay myself a second
time under similar obligations, and felt sure that had

I applied to any other friends, nothing would have

induced them to do less than had been done by
Count Regla before them.
The extension of one of the sacraments of the
Catholic church to the child of a notorious heretic,
may be regarded as no mean proof of the diminution
of those intolerant feelings with regard to foreigners,
which, at the commencement of our communications
with Mexico, were so universal throughout the coun-
try. As late as May 1825, the Capital itself was
not exempt from thems for, in the discussion respect-
ing the religious article of our first treaty, some of
the more devout amongst the members of the Senate
objected to the concession of the right of sepulture
to His Majesty’s subjects, as a privilege to which
heretics were not in any way entitled.  Nor would
the point have been carried without some difficulty,
had.not Mr. Cafiedo, (a very distinguished Senator,)
placed the arguments of these most’ conscientious
persons in a proper light, by saying that, “ Although
he perfectly agreed with his worthy colleagues in
principle, he foresaw some practical difficulties in the
accomplishment of their wishes, which would compel
him, though most reluctantly, to vote against them.
The melancholy influx of foreigners could not be
denied, nor was it to be expected that, amongst s
many, some should not be summoned, during their
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residence in the Republic, to receive, in another
world, the penalty of their unbelief in this. What
then, was to be done with the bodies? He saw bu;
four modes of disposing of them; namely, to bur
burn, eat, or export them. To the first, his RZ,
ve.rend colleagues seemed to object: the second-
nght prove inconvenient from the scarcity of fueif
in t'he third, he, for one, must decline any parﬁc'.
Patlon; and as to the fourth, dead heretics not bei .
11:1cluded amongst the exportable commodities merrllg
thl?Ed in the Tariff, he feared that such an inno-
vation might seriously embarrass the custom~h0use-:
officers upon the coast. He should, therefore, u on‘
the whole, incline for burial, as amongst four s’er'p
evils it appeared to him to be the least.” o
tl‘he speech, of which the above is a literal trans
latl.on, put an end to any farther discussion, and th-
article was carried by a large majority. ’ But the
fact of such a question having been mooted at all i
one of the chambers of the Supreme Congress lfI']
ficiently indicates how little was to be expected, f:u :
the lower orders, when even the more enlightelj)(:d1
were r.lot ashamed to acknowledge opinions so much
at variance with the liberal institutions of the Stat
and the freedom of intercourse which they professe‘:i

- to court.

The beauty of the climate of Mexico has, I think
been . good deal overrated. It is true that tile Table’
land is exempt from those diseases which prove s-
fatal to foreigners upon the Eastern and Westerz




714 MEXICO IN 1827.

coasts, (the Vomito, and the Cholera .Morbus,) a.nd

that, from the greatness of the elevatlo.n,- t.he action

of the sun upon the marshes in the vicinity of the

Capital does not produce agues, or o.ther fevers, to

which the Tierras Calientes are subject. But, on

the other hand, the rarefaction of the atmosphere

is fatal to all who have any tendency Fo pulmona.ry
complaints ; while, from the extreme dl.ﬂiculty 'of in-
ducing perspiration, theumatism, to which foreigners
are peculiarly subject, often takes such a hold .upon
the constitution, as to set all ordinary rem'edxes at
. defiance. Inflammatory fevers are likewise ver.y
common ; and, during the months when the Slll].ls
vertical, exposure to its rays is not unatte'ndedt with
danger. Ilosta servant, upon m.y ﬁrstlamval in t};e
country, by a coup de soleil ; my little glf'l was near dy
killed by a similar attack and I. conceive the maa;
pess of a groom, who accompanied me on, seve

of my journeys, to have proceeded, in some xea-
sure, from the same cause. .Amongst the n:'attwe's,
scarlet fever, and measles, often become eplder'mc
disorders, and occasion an extraordinary mo?tahty.
In 1825 fifteen thousand persons were ?arned_oﬂ'
by them in the Capital alone, and their ravages
extended from North to South throughout the

Tableland. The number of deaths was, however,

attributed by medical men more to the want of' pro-
per food and care, than to the virulence of the disease
itself, which was seldom attended with fatal effects
in fami]iés where proper precautions could be taken.
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I have said nothing of the organization of society
in Mexico, because, in fact, there is none. In the
Capital, evening-parties and dinners, except upon
some great occasion, are equally unknown. After
the Paseo, or evening promenade, which takes place
between five and seven, every body goes to the
theatre, and after the theatre to bed. The Mex-
icans have not yet acquired the European habit
of meeting frequently in small parties for the pro-
motion of social intercourse. They accept invi-
tations with pleasure from foreigners, but cannot
divest themselves of the idea that where any thing

- is to be given on their side, a degree of superfluous

‘display is requisite, which renders the frequent repe-
tition of such entertainments impracticable. It is
only in their Haciendas that they indulge without
restraint in the hospitality to which they are natu-
rally inclined. Of the women, in general, it is un-
necessary for me to speak in much detail. Their
manners and education are just what a person
acquainted with Spain would expect to find in a
Spanish colony. So little is required of women in
the Mother-country, that it would be hardly fair
to expect any very great intellectual superiority
amongst their descendants. The Mexican ladies,
(with some brilliant exceptions, whom it would per-
haps be invidious to name,) read and write in about

the same proportion as those of Madrid ; they speak,

in general, no language but their own, and have

not much taste for music, or knowledge of it as an




