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Aztecs, whom they are said to have followed in their
emigration from the North. Their capital was
situated upon the banks of the Lake of Patzqiiard,
called by them Tzinzunzan, from the number of
humming birds (Tzinzun) in its vicinity, with the
feathers of which the statues of their gods were
adorned.* Driven into the mountains by the perse-
cutions of their conquerors, the Indians led a wild
and barbarous life, until they were reclaimed by
the exertions of Vasco de Quiroga, first Bishop of
Valladolid, who devoted thirty years of his life to
the mitigation of the evils, which the ambition of his
countrymen had brought upon the aboriginal race.
" The Bishopric was created  in 1536, and held
by Quiroga’ until 1565, during which time the
valleys were once more filled ' with inhabitants, and
the natives distributed into villages, where they have
continued ever since to cultivate the lands assigned
to them by their protector ; and, in some instances,
to exercise the trades, in which he caused them to
be instructed. ' |
The registered population of the State in 1822,
was 965,080 souls. It may be calculated at
450,000 at the present day, adding one-sixth for
omissions, and making some additional allowance for
the inhabitants who have returned to their homes

* The Indians of Patzquaro are still famous for this art.
They compose figures of saints with the feathers of the Colibr,
which are remarkable both for the delicacy of the execution, and

{he brillianey of the colours.
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sin.ce the re-establishment of tranquillity, Valladolid-

being one of the provinces that suffered most during

the  Civil: War. It has heen justly termed :the
cradle of the Revolution ; most of the proprietors
are old Insurgents; and, with the exception of the -

‘Congress assembled by Morelos at Oaxaca, all the

governments successively established by the Inde-

pendent leaders (the Junta of Zitactiard, the Congress
of Apdtzingdn, and the Junta of Jiuxilli) sought

a refuge in the territories of Michddcan. The re-

sglt was almost universal desolation; and many yea.rs

wﬂ.l_ still be required to repair the wide-spread ruin
which so protracted a struggle has occasioned. :

AvValladolid contains two  cities, (Ciudades,) (Patz-
ciiard and - Vallidolid,) three towns, (Villas,) 256
Pfleblos, 333 Haciendas, and 1356 Rancho; dis;
tributed into eighty-three parishes, and ﬁwent’y-o'ne
“ Partidos,” or districts.

The legislature consists of one chamber, com-
posed of eleven deputies, who receive a montl’lly sa-
lary of 150 dollars, during the sessions only. The
whole expences of the Government do not exceed
120,000 ' dollars. ~ The contingent ~amounts to
175,000 dollars, of which one-half remained due for
the year 1825. The reduced contingent of 1826
was paid.

.li.‘rom the universal distress occasioned by the
Civil War, the revenue of Michoacan, in 1827, was
still very inconsiderable. The former riches e’f the
State consisted almost entirely in its agricultural
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produce, the most ordinary manufactures being 1~n- '
troduced from the neighbouring towns of the Bixib.
' The Pueblos have now so little to give in exchange
for these supplies, that the Alcavalas (or excise upon
homé-made goods) yield little or nothing. A con-
tribucion directa, calculated at two reals a-head, has
" never yet produced 20,000 dollars ; and ever‘l for
tobacco the demand is very trifling. " The tithes,
one moiety of which belongs to the State,. formerly
produced 500,000 dollars; they mow yield only
260,000 dollars ; nor is there any immediatff pro-
spect of an increase, as their falling off is at.trxbuted
not only to the depressed state of the agricultural
interests, but to the dissemination of ideas unfav0}1r-
able to the rights of the Church, which are gaining
ground every day. o
The only mines now in activity In Mlchpacan are
those of Tlalptijahiia, Oziim#tlan, and Angangeo.

There are many other districts said to be rich in -

the Sierra Madre, and the mines’ of Hustamd,
amongst others, have excited the attention of som'e
of our Companies’; but it does not appear that their
value is sufficient to compensate for the disadvan-
tages of a scanty population, and a very unhea}lthy
cdimate. The whole Western declivity of the Slerr'a
Madre comprehended within the province of Mi-
choacan is remarkable for its insalubrity. = Agues of
the most dangerous kind prevail there during a great

part of the year, and the inhabitants are afflicted

niot only with wens, (as in parts of Sonora,) but with
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the disease called Quiricua, a sort of leprosy, which
discolours the face and body with large blue splotches,

' without otherwise affecting the health of those at-

tacked by it. The principal seat of the disorder is
in the valleys between Témiscaltépéc, Huétamd,
and the Coast, where nearly the whole population is
composed of “Pintos;” the affection is said to be
contagious, and spreads gradually towards the inte-
rior, so that a mottled race may probably be pro-
pagated into the very vicinity of the Capital.

The Tierra Caliente at the foot of the Cordillera,
which is fertilized in part by the Rio Balsas, is rich
in all the ordinary productions of the tropics; and
even in the more elevated valleys, sugar was grown
before the Revolution to a very considerable extent.
The best sugar lands are now about twelve leagues
South of Pascuird, where the proprigtors of almost

- all the sugar estates reside ; but only a small portion

of the machinery destroyed during the war has been
yet replaced. At the foot of the mountain of J&-
riillo, there are some plantations of cacao and indigo
belonging to General Michilena, but they have not
yet attained any considerable value, or extent.
Nearly all the public edifices, not immediately con-
nected with the Government, in Valladolid, are due
to the munificence of the bishops of that See, most
of whom have contributed to enrich, or adorn, the
town. The cathedral, the hospitals, and the aque-
duct, are all the works of the Church.. The first is
a' magnificent building, and wealthy, though de-
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spoiled of a large proportion of if,s treasures ll)yt.the
Royal Commandant Triixilld, during the Revo-;: P:i
The massive silver balustrades around the gnl ](;1;; 1
altar escaped the fate of the lamps and candela I'bb,
(melted down as a Joan to the Royal Treaﬁfug',lhey
being painted the colour of mahogany, which they
i he present day. :
ret;:;llet;i:hoplzick of Michoican has been vr:u:am];l 1’2}1‘
many years ; but I know no place where the recollec-

tion of the long line of Prelates who have o-ccupled
- seems to be preserved with such

i 1 chair,
syt nate regret. - Indeed, I have

respectful and. affectio

often heard Mexicans, but little disposed’ to spez;lk
well of Spain in any other respect, a(llrmt that the
conduct of the great dignitaries of their Church has

been in general most exenfplary. 'Am'ongstf tt}}z
Parochial clergy in New Spain, the dlstan;e ;)1 "
livings from each other, and the absence 1o :;11 :tate'
trol, have' led occasionally to. a: ve?y re ax112 -
of motals, and converted re'hgmn. into a cloa "
‘the greatest excesses ; but the bishops, in general,

have been men of great simplicity, and benevolence,

whose primitive habits, and unambitious lives, their

sors will do well to imitate.
CriNdZ lsc:fzc:;éﬂz‘idoﬁd on the 16th of J an.uar?r. Tll:;e
view of the town 'from the Mexican side 1s rea g
beautiful ; gardens and orchards form the foregrous &
while the lofty aqueduct, the gorgeous churches, a_x:l :
a bold range of mountains behind, fill up the remal

ing space. - Our road lay through Chard, and In-
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- ddpirapés, to Sindpécudrd, where Mrs. Ward and
the rest of the party slept. This town is the head
of a Partido, or district, containing 25,174 inhabi-
tants, -and abounding in the ordinary productions
of the Table-land. = The name is derived from the
Indian word * Tzindpii,” which, in the language of
Otémis, or Térascss, signifies Obsidian, a great abun-
dance of which is found in the vicinity 'of the town.
By a grammar of the Tarascan tongue in my pos-
session, the language appears to be very far from
simple. 'The alphabet consists of only twenty-one
letters, five vowels and sixteen consonants. F and
L are not known. -The L (as already observed) is
particularly prevalent in the Aztec language, while
the R, rejected by the Asztecs, is almost universal
‘amongst the Otomis. Yet the two tribes emigrated
from the North together, and continued allies, until,
from too close a neighbourhood, they became ene-
mies, and were both overwhelmed by the common
foe. A pure breed of the Otdmis still exists’in
many parts of Valladolid. They live chiefly in the
mountainous' districts, and never intermarry with
any other tribe.

At Inddpdrapés, I quitted the high road to the

- Capital, and struck off across the mountains to

Oztimitlan, a little isolated district, where the Real
del Monte Company is working the mines of San
Pedro Barreno, Los Apostoles, and La Machorra.
Ozumitlan is exceedingly difficult of access, the
mountains being intersected by immense ravines, and
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o little frequented that. all trace of them

the paths s :
is frzquently lost. I succeeded however, with an

excellent horse, in making my wa.ty to the mouth ;f
a Barranca more than 2 1eaguf3 in length, .towar $
the upper part of which the vﬂ!age al‘ld mlne?l ;re
situated. The mountains on either side ared oﬁry,
and clothed with a fine growth of oaks e ls,
while a rapid, though shallow, stream occupies ne.a:dy
the whole of the intervening space. The road w;z $
alternately from bank to bank, untl}, at a ?uh tc}a:
turn, a little platform is discovered, upon W-hlc. ,

village stands. The only air-tight house ;1 :b ;;
that occupied by the Company, clt?se to the Soc :
of San Pedro. The Hacienda built by them stands

little below.
" the principal expence of the

reduction works that _ : :
Company at Ogumatlan has consisted, for the good-.

ness of the mines ha |
" Dollar, (who had laid out 22,000 dollars upon them,)

before they were contracted for. The Hac1f3nd:
has cost about 35,000 dollal:s more. It cor(llta;ns

large water-wheel for stamp.mg the orc.es, an v v:;'yl;
other requisite for a smelting e‘stab_h's'hmer}ll ; -
being the only process used in Ozumitlan, whe .
ores contain a quantity of lead : and wherfa am .
gamation in the Patio would be doubly ted}ous, Il0l
account of the total absence of sun, there being 0 ily;
tiu'ee or four hours out of the twenty-four, .
which its rays can penetrate into the lower pa

. 1 L . e .
of the Barranca. At the time of my visit, N0

It is in the establishment of the !

d been ascertained by Mr.
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hundred cargas of very rich ore were already in
- the magazines ; and it was the opinion of the
miners, that, as soon as the Hacienda was com-
pleted, seven hundred cargas more might be raised
weekly from the Socabon of San Pedro alone. The
principal vein is nearly four varas in width, and pre-
sents every indication of being both abundant, and
durable in its produce. The richest ores however,
containing massive crystallizations of lead and silver,
(some fine specimens of which I saw at Real del
Monte,) were raised from a little side vein, which
was abandoned after a short trial, being found to con-
‘tinue such a mere thread, (hilito,) that the ores,
though exceedingly valuable, would not pay the
costs of extraction.
. Workmen are easily procured at Ogziimitlin;
provisions are abundant, and, from its vicinity both
to Valladolid and to the Tierra Caliente to the South
and West, supplies of all kinds may be obtained with
facility. But as a residence, the place is dreary

~ beyond description, being completely shut out from

the world. The result of the speculation to the
Company does not appear to be doubtful ; for the ore
already on hand in 1827, was thought to be suf-
ficient very mearly to cover the outlay, as soon as
the completion of the Hacienda should afford the
means of converting it into bars. _

Jan. 17.—From Oziimétlan, I proceeded across

.the mountains to Sindpcudrd. The road, after

emerging from the Barranca, is good for about three
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leagues, when an almost precipitous  descent leads
‘from the edge of this elevated platform into the
valley of Sinapecuaro below. 1 thought that I
<hould -never reach the town, for during a whole
hour I saw it below me’ without being apparently
any nearer to it than I was when I commenced the
descent. At last we arrived, and, after dismissing
my guide, I followed at a rapid passo the road to
Mriiviitio, by which the coach had proceeded, about
three hours before me. I overtook: the party at
Acambird, (six leagues from Siniipecuiro, and eleven
from Oziimitlan,) and, after taking some refresh-
ment, and changing my horse, we continued our
route towards Mirdvitid, where it was our inten-
tion to sleep. We were imprudent enough to loiter
some time at Acamb#rs, in order to see the town,
which, though now nearly in ruins, was a place of
importance before the civil war; and the conse-
quence was, that we were benighted on our way to

Mirdvitio, (the distance being ten leagues,) where,
after losing our road, and wandering over the plains

for some hours, we did not arrive till near eleven
oclock, To add to our misfortunes, the cook, who
had been sent on in the morning to lay in provisions,
and get some rooms ready for our reception, seemed
to have experienced the same fate. He was not
heard of for three days, when he rejoined us at
Tlalpujahua, very nearly starved, his horse having

thrown him in the mountains, and made his escape;

leaving him to find his way, as he could, to some
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Pueblo, or village, in search of which he wandered
about for thirty-six hours. As a proof .of ‘ the ;e
nesty of the people, I may add that the horsé beino g
known by some of ‘the accoutrements to be E’n lishg
was brought to- me at Tlalpiijahiia by order ff a :
Alcalde, to whom he had been safely delivered ”
A case of preserved meat saved us from -abso
.Iute.starvation at Mdrdvitid; without it, we mu ;
nevitably have gone supperless to bed as’a.t so 1 ts
an hour, not even bread was to be proc’ure’d o
Jan. 18.—Early on the following mornil; we set
ou.t ff)r Tlalpujahua, accompanied by Mr. Mgoro tslf
principal engineer of the Company, who had ;)e ;
good er.mugh to undertake to pilot us across tfln
n.lountams. The carriage-road leaves the elevates
ridge 1.1p0n which Tlalpujafma stands to the right
and winds almost round it into the valley of Teg ’
tanfgo, where it resumes the direction of the Ca if:l-
-while the road to the Real branches off; for fbou;
twhcl,:i leag;ue.s, up the valley, or Cahada, of Tialpujahua
:;ul(i. is 1mpass§ble for any thing ‘but horses and
At.the Hacienda of Tépétongs we were met b
Monsieur dg Rivafinoli, with a number of Mexicany
and other gentlemen in the service of the Compan;,

; zh;:y brought us a supply of fresh horses, with carga
lules for the baggage, by whose assistance the con-

::ientstof- the'coach were speedily transferred to Mr.
ce l?waﬁnoh,’s'hospitable house. The children were
arried on horseback by two servants; the maids
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were mounted in a similar manner ; and after a very
little-delay, the whole cavalcade took the road to Tlal-
pujahua by the new Hacienda of the Chimal, where
we stopped to breakfast. Nothing can be prettier
than the approach to the Real upon this side. The

scenery varies at every turn in
the abundance of water, and the fine vigorous vege-
tation of the forests on the surrounding mountains,

form a most delightful contrast to the monotonous
he recollection of which

plains of the Interior, by t
we were long hauntéd.

We remained at Tlalpiijahtia two whole days, and
I found everywhere proofs of the unwearied assi-
duity with which the labours of the Association had
been carried on. Only four months had elapsed

since my preceding visit, yet a sensible improvement
had taken place in every direction.

Buildings were

completed, which I had left uncommenced ; Ma-

chines erected, O

sketch upon paper; and mines brought into acti-

vity, the working of which in September could hardly
be said to have begun. The great Hacienda of San
Rafael was Jikewise concluded ; and though the
amount of valuable ore raised was not yet consider-
able, the most sanguine expectations were enter-

tained by the natives with regard to the result.

In these expectations, I confess that I myself fully
Mr. de Rivafinoli’s

share. I have always regarded
system of management as 2 model ; his activity is

unceasing, and his influence over the natives, as well

the Barranca, while -

¢ which I had only seen the first .
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:;over t%uf officers of the Company,unbound'ed s whil
ths p:(l:)hc.lty with which every thing connecte,d Wilt}(:
ridea URIAry) CRRCORRS of the establishment is car-
Shouldn};er::;i:i:;s dlt impossible that this influence
R ed to any but the real cause; that
e 01;1,. on the part of the Mexicans, of the
ve aab‘;v ich the v.vhole country has derived
o he Inanner in which the works of the
i a‘fe.be_zeu conc?ucted. More time has
- t.;pqul.red t.o. bring the mines into a pro-
_ an was at first thought necessary ; but

It i
L trust that the details, of which the preceding books

are full, will have had inci
readers that, in undertaglegsez?;n 0sfo Clt;mmcmg .
where the issue is liable to be affected ;g: oo
unforeseen difficulties, but by so 'manf ’oth(:e Ofﬂy 4
stan(:'es, for which, though foreseen, no reme; e
Prgwded, time is not the only criterion by tfr}fim]; *
'i.:s EITZ];taought to %)e formed, either of the proljablée‘
- pmsecultli ente;rprlse, or of the ability displayed in
o on. 1see, at present, no reasonable motive
oy Thg;iell‘nent .am(.mgst the Tlalpujahua adven-
o S ouFlay is I.ﬂoderate; their mines are
Wherevér e 1edy_lelded rich ores; and do so still,
E— bo les are accessible ; and although the
- abandoned for nearly sixty years, (after
removal. of La Borde,) it must be recollected,

that duri
at during those very years the great Bonanzas of

8 :
: :n .f.&casm, (at Zacatecas), and the Pivéllon, with
e discoveries of Catorce, Guarisamey, and t};e Va:
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lenciana mine, (at Guanajuato, and in the North,

naturally diverted ‘into other channels the capitals
usually invested in mining discoveries.

The question is not, whether there are richer
districts than Tlalpujahua, but whether that district,
now that capital and science are employed upon it,

will repay the labours of those by whom the invest-
2 And to this there is every reason
thin a reasonable time, a Very

ment is made
to imagine that, Wi

satisfactory answer will be given.
On the 19th of January we visited the Hacienda

of San Rafael, one of the most ingenious -and com-
plete establishments, now existing in Mexico. The
stamp{ng wheel has b
effect was really beautiful, an
the more honour to Mr. Moro, because he perse-
vered in his original plan, notwithstanding the dis-
couraging predictions of those, who pronounced it
execution to be impracticable.

There was rather a scanty supply
but this was an evil not to be guarded

when the maize crops throughout

d, its construction does

of water when

we saw it ;
“against in a year,
the country had perished for want of ram. -

On the 20th we assisted at the “ Bendicion” of

o new machine for raising the water in the mine

of Arevalo, invented by Mr. Seidensticker, a Ger-

man * machiniste,” who had already given proofs_

of much ingenuity in his department, and materially

improved the machinery of the Company. In the
present instance, by inverting

cen already described. Jegi® 4

the ordinary mode of
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applying steam power, and i
. tim:. produce a vertical one, :}eal::}%e;e?tzo;i:n '0-
motion, wi ‘ m
o th; :ﬁ;{onz horse, ? Fump capable of perform-
g oh two Mahcﬁtés. Monsieur Martin
- onorur" of 'standing godfathers upon
e 1‘01;)11,' for which the Galera was fitted up
e Ij& : 1;;011 of greed boughs, and other decora-
e co}gurar W.::I.S raised, surrounded by flags of
v ms,oF v:;lth all the silver candlesticks of
e nged on each side; and the Cura, in
- I]:::c)}r:'lcals, pr.ono?nced a solemn blessing ul;on
R (‘:V }11;112, :};}erklmg holy ‘water upon every part
3 e godfathers, with huge wax flam

beaux, weighing at least si
close attendan(i uponasﬁislitfgzndsT?Ch’ o
concluded by a distribution of wine-andec:lizmoni
e . , an
nOigs:nefI:al filscharge o.f' fireworks, (cShetds) in the
alth(mohwhu:h.the Indians take a peculiar delight
P aif i,saznr:irfiiday, Ehf?ll' effect, as they hiss through,
e 3 rely lost in the splendour of the sun-
' We suffered severe |
o severely from cold during our stay
- ‘];]Vuaj and not less so on our return to the
- moumai: set out on. the 21st, and rode across
e s to the Hacienda of Té&patitlan, (about
pmﬁdedagf"o :b,b) where We. were most comfortably
e y th(? Administrador and his wife,
o us Wlt?l ’fhat easy politeness of man-
» Which certainly distinguishes the Spanish race

wherever its de
scendants .
VOL. 11. 9 ;zre found.  The children
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performed this long journey on horseback, without

experiencing the least incon

they become to eVeTy possible mode of travelling

during their three months wanderings.

venience, so inured had

For their
great “ Coche” they had formed an attachment, which

remains in full force to the present day. They

Jooked upon it quite as their home, and were impa-
rive at which

tient, in the morning, for the hour to ar
d in it, and released from the

d dirty room. Nor had they

suffered in any other respect : the eldest little girl,

a sad invalid when we quitted the Capital, recovered

her health and strength while away 5 and as to the

youngest, she Was SO fortified by living constantly
in the open air, that her fat and rosy cheeks were

n of all beholders. Even at Zilcitécds,

the admiratio
where no kindly feelings were entertained towards

e was visited by a number of friars,

the. parents, sh
who made interest with the Indian nurse to let them
bout in their arms; and

kiss her, and carry her 2

at several other places she and her sister were sent
for by people of the town, whose desire to €€ them
Chapita always complied with,—for fear, as she told
us, that they might cast an evil eye upon the chil-

dren, if refused.
We found our coachat Tepetitlan, to which place

it proceeded by the usual coach-road from Tépétongd
On the 22d, we started at five o'clock (at which
hour the ground Wwas covered with a hard white

they were installe
dulness of a dark an

MEXICO IN 182

frost, and the water wit i 1
. pr'oceeded by Istlihuaci tth:rrf:::rzlg(erzf\;v;c:;)"ang
Zi:lllzu:v he;zl})lr }Tth-er ‘accident than the loss ofut‘:;o
. th,e : tim,” a\;mg got lo?se while we were chang-
e of the c:amage, made their way to
g A actually killed themselves by drinkin
s when hot. /
mo?;;:ftﬂ nI(;lerma: on 'the 28d, about six in the
o ,h x arrived in Mexico at three, having
- uch delayed by the carriage,which, I th
ould never reach the summit of Lis C e s
The delight. of returning to our bea:tlicfflsl'
?ft(;ler an absence of nearly three months washome,
::rllleeefil - 'and the contrast between San ’Cosmeg I;?(;
con f;n ainous abodes to which we had been so lon
pa1ag:d’ V;fn:d; us regard it as little less than i
vt hav.ere all exhausted too by constant
R l: : ing averaged thi’rty miles a-day dur-
"4 horw ole .txme that we were upon the road
s fsl{:;r?sr:igz }‘;::r :om;nen((;ed their* expedition
f reduce ' i
bone ; ’yet they all returned ; nott(:}nzle]:oill{c::r:i pe
:a :;tl:;}g :s to oblige us to leave it behind; a::g
recov;[éd fLrh :wo months of rest, and green forage
B thf:; good looks completely, and enabled,
st , on my departure, at a very triflin
B mongst the mules the damage was mori
mml derzslble-, many of my new purchases having
out ill; but my ovigital stock retarned uti-
2Y 2
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er carrying their loads the whole way,

injured, aft
without a single day’s relief.

e

I have endeavoured to comprehend in the pre-

ceding pages all the statistical details of any inm-
portance in those parts of the Federation which 1
visited during my mining tours, (La Puebld, Que-
rétiro, Guindjuato, Qan Luis Potosi, Zicdtecds,
Diirang0, Guadildjard, and Vallidolid,) with such
additions respecting the more Northern Provinces as
1 have conceived to be most worthy of attention,
and best entitled to credit.

A few particulars vespecting the States of Mexico,
and Veracruz, Ouxaci, Tébasco, and Yiicitan, with
some final observations upon the general prospects
of the country, will comprise all ‘that my present’
materials will enable me to subjoin, or indeed that
the dimensions of my book will admit of.

The State of Mexico, with a population of nearly
one million of inhabitants, is divided into eight
districts, Acipiled, Cuernivaci, Hiejutld, Mexico,
Tasco, Tolucd, Tuld, and = Tiildncingd.) These
embrace a large proportion of valuable mines, as well
as a number of districts celebrated for the richness

of their agricultural produce.
Chico, Ciptld, Zimdpan,
d6nil, La Péchugd, the*Rancho del Oro, Tascd, Té-

pantitlan, Zacualpan, and Tétali del Rid, are all in

Réal dél Monte,
San José del Oro; El Car- '
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:};Z. S(tj;fﬁe :lf; IVAIexico; as are the valleys of Toliici
uautld Amilpds, the ri i achiicid
:}?d Sthe fertile Vega of 'l‘ﬁle‘in((::?ng(‘l;.ims'l‘gz (I:;‘:l;;c;;‘
e State is T&zcocd, Mexico having been d
a Federal City, and selected as the gl'esidenceez]f‘aIEd
: : , he
(I:fri;;d?t:i tl'le gongress, an'd all the great authorities
: ederation. By this decision, the State was -
sthped of'a very considerable portion of its reve
which consisted in the municipal duties collecte(;met,
the.gates of Mexico ; and the difficulty of raisin .
equu'falent for these duties at once, has retau’dedgtzn
acqmtﬁal of its debt to the Federation, to which i
1827, 182,712 dollars were still due’. But tllxn
I'esoqrces of the State are so ample, that these‘ eme
barrassments cannot be of long duration. :
Thfa Legislative Assembly is composed of ninete
deputies, elected in the ratio of one for ever ﬂfin'
thousand inhabitants. The districts are placeyd :
der the inspection of Prefects, and Sub-Prefects o
of whose duties it is to establish schools in e,one
village, and to form a census, as well as a stati :er);
su'rve.y, of the territory of the State. But the bClca‘
stitution having only been published in Februon_
1827, these provisions have not yet been carried 'ary'
effect. s
V Veracruz is divided into four  departments,”
eracruz, Jilapd, Orizavd, and’ Aciyticim. ’
» 1;Is‘l,l’e ‘itiet;;lartment of Vera.lcruz contains four  can-
i " a totalupolc)_ulatlon of 68,106 souls; (Ve-
ruz 29,987, Timpicé 20,785, Pdpantld 7,981,
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Misintld 4,353,) distributed throughout the ’EI’ ierri
Caliente of the coast in fifty-three  Pueblos, Ran-
cherias, or Congregaciones. The Produce of these
cantons consists in maize, frijoles, rice, cotton, sugar,
woods of the most precious kinds, as mahog?é,
ehony, and cedar; ‘salsaparilla, .pepgjer, WE’iXI l,
(Indian yubber,) and vanilla, which is particuiar ty
abundant in Misantla, where twenty thousand roots
i lanted in 1826.
- ];‘hzergegartment of Jilapd is di\fid.ed into two
cantons, Jalapd, and Jilicingd, containing forty-one
53,061 inhabitants. o e
Pug)]:}i(;:; dcomprises three Cantons, (Orizavd, Cor-
dovi, and Cosimiludpam,) with sixty-f:hree Pue.:blos,
and 84,148 inhabitants. The populatm:n of Orlzav:cl.
and Cordovd is employed principally in the cult'l-
vation of tobacco and coffee.  The towns contaii
likewise several distilleries, and a m?mber .of (.301r'nee
nares, (bee-hives,) which are increasing fially in im-
PO‘;? n:li; department of Aciynicim thex.'e are t}n‘ee
cantons, (Acayucam, Tustla, anfi N?lmangulllo,)
twenty-three Pueblos, and 33,354 mhabltant-s. Cot(-1
ton is the principal agricultural production, an
twenty-five thousand “ﬁercios” of it, (12,5(30 carga;:)
were formerly theaverage annual amount ralsed: This
is now reduced to about 800 tercios, there being mo
demand in the native manufactures, al.]d the .Cott;)n )
being without value as-an export, until machines (:;
cleaning, and compressing it, are erected, none
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which are at present known.  Of its probable future
importance, I have expressed my opinion in the
third Section of the first Book.

The total registered population of Veracruz ap-
pears by the above statements to be 233,705 souls.

The receipts, from October 1824, to Decembér
1826, amounted to 650,657 dollars, and the expen-
diture to 350,796 dollars.*

From the State of Odxaci I have been unable

to obtain returns similar to those given respecting -

other parts of the Federation. Agriculture is highly
favoured by the mildness of the climate, which pro-
duces both cerealia and the sugar-cane; but of the
mineral riches of the province very little is known.
Mr. Glennie entertains a very high opinion of the
new mines belonging to the United Mexican Com-
pany at T€0jomilco ; (forty leagues South of Oax-
aca,) but, in general, the mines in that State have
been worked with so little science, and distinguished
by so few great Bonanzas, that I am unable to give
any positive information respecting them. Had I

.remained another year in Mexico, I should certainly

have explored the whole territory of Oaxaea, and
particularly the Mistécd, where the cochineal is
raised. The Indians employed in its cultivation
are said'to be a race much superior to the other
tribes upon the Table-land. The women are called

* Noticia Estadistica submitted to the Supreme Congress

by the Governor of Veracruz, Don Miguel Barragan, 25th of
January, 1827.

e i B R S s
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the Circassians of Mexico, and most of the families

are affluent, above a million of dollars being an-
nually employed in the Misteca in the purchase of
Besides these attractions, QOaxaca pos-

cochineal. |
press tree of Santa Maria de

sesses the famous cy .
Tule, (a village three leagues East of the Capital

of the province,) and the palace of Mitla. : Tl?e ﬁrsi-;
is ninety-three English feet -and . half in circum
ference, yet does mot show the slightest sympto:}rlls
of decay ; and the second may .be 'l‘egarded a e
most curious monument of* antiquity n?w reman::-
ing in the New World. I can add nothmgdre.spet(;I ;
ing Mitla to the details given by Hurr.lhol t 1:11 -
second volume of his work upon.Mexmo, an t
engravings published in his Amer-lcan Atlas, fxcefl
the dimensions of the stones which cmier the ;/I -
trances to the principal hall. According .to .
Glennie’s measurements, (to whom I am hkewllse
indebted for the dimensions of the cypress of Tule,)
the three largest of these stones are i==
Length. Breadth. Thickne'ss.
1.—-19 ft. 6 in. 4 ft. 10in. - 3 ft. 4 in.
.—18 8 4 10 g 6
819 ¥ * 4 10} 3 9 pr
They are all seven feet from the gr(?und,'aln -
ends: of each rest upon slabs measuring €13 1.t =
six inches, by six feet nine inches, and four nche

thick.
Yiicita

n and Tibascs are two of the poorest
i y ises an
States in the Federation. The first comprises
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area of 3,823 square leagues; on parts of which,
maize, frijoles, cotton, rice, tobacco, pepper, and the
sugar-cane, are grown, with die-wood, hides, soap,
and other articles. But the scarcity of water in
the central parts of the Peninsula, where not a
stream of any kind is known to exist, and the
uncertainty of the rainy season, render the crops
very variable ; and years frequently occur, in which
the poorer classes are driven to seek a subsistence
by collecting roots in the woods, when a great mor-
tality ensues in' consequence of their exposure to a
very deleterious climate.

- The population is estimated at one hundred and
thirty souls for each square league, or 496,990 in
all. - The territory is divided into fifteen depart-
ments, Bicilar, Cimpéché, Ichmil, Izimal, Isla
del Carmen, Jequelchakan, Jiintiems, Lerma, Mami, -
Meridd, Oxhiizkih, Seybd Playd, Sotutd, Tizimin,
and Valladolid.  Merida is the capital.

Yicitan contains no mines. An’ active inter-
course was formerly carried on with the Havanna,
which Yiicdtan supplied with Campéche wood, salt,
hides, deer skins, salted meat, and the Jénéquén,
a plant from which a sort of coarse thread (pita)
was made, and worked up into sacking, cordage, and
hammocks. This trade was cut short by the war;
and as few foreigners have been induced to settle in
Yiicatan, the inhabitants have derived but little
advantage from the late change of institutions. The

receipts of the State, in 1826, amounted to 213,127
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dollars. The expenditure Was 207,199 so that a
small surplus revenue remained.® :

Tibascod is divided into three departments, and
nine Partidos,”— Villihérmosa, Ustumcintd, Nicd-
juicd, Téapa, Ticotalpd, Jalapd, Maciispana, Cun-
ditacin, and J alpa,—containing in all forty-eight
Pueblos, sixty-three churches, five hundred and forty-
three Haciendas, and 54,862 inhabitants. During,
the rainy season, a large proportion of the territory
of the State is under water, and the communication
between the villages effected by canoes. This cir-
cumstance is particularly favourable to the growth
of cacao, which is supposed to have been an indi-
genous plant. It is now cultivated to a consider-
able extent, twelve thousand cargas, (each of 601bs.)
having been exported in the year 1825. With the
cacao coffee is likewise grown, but the exportation
has never exceeded three thousand quintals. Ta-
bascan pepper, (Pimienta Malagueta ollainada,) is
found in great abundance on the banks of the rivers.
Indigo and vanilla grow wild, though very little
attention has been: hitherto paid to them; and the
cultivation of tobaeco, which seems to be the spon-
taneous produee of the soil, has been prohibited by
the decree of the 9th of February, 1824, by which
the privilage' of raising this plant Wwas reserved to
the districts of Orizava and Cordova, in order to
facilitate the organization of the tohacco revenue.

* Memorias de Estadistica remitidas por El Gov® de Yuci-
tan & la Camara de Senadores, 1826.
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The receipts of Tabasco in 1825, were 40,134
dollars, and the expenditure 29,879; but the st
m:ette‘for 1827, including the Contin,gent the :ssttl-
blishment of a printing-press, and schools: amount:li

to 49,4:15 dollars, which it was hoped that the reve-
nue might be made to cover.*

* Vide Estadistica remiti i
June, 1826, remitida, &c., dated Villa Hermosa, 19th




