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years Intendant of the State. It was under his ad-

ministration that the receipts amounted annually
to four millions of dollars, (from 1812 to 1818,) out
of which the whole expences of the army of General
Cruz were covered, and all other charges defrayed.
Of the Canons, (mostly old Spaniards,) we saw
nothing. Their influence is thought to be upon the
wane, and the Liberals” of the capital declare, that,
had they not been fettered by the decrees of the
Supreme Congress, Jalisco would have given a me-
morable example to the rest of the Federation, and:
"humbled the pride of the clergy at once. Upon
this subject I have already expressed my ‘doubts.
It must be admitted, however, that their authority
is by no means what it was. - Iturbide threw himself
into the arms of the high church party, which could
not-prevent him from being driven from the thrones
and amongst the middling classes of society, a dis-
position to question the authority of the church, even’
in  spiritual = affairs, is daily gaining ground. In
tempora
altogether. If you ask any young man of the pre-
sent day in Guadalajara what his religious principles
are, he will tell you that he is a naturalista,” that:

is to say, of no religion at all. Nor is it surprising:

that such tenets should spread, when the disgraceful

mu

influence. over th

] matters, we have seen that it is rejected,

mmeries are taken into consideration, by which:
the friars in particular endeavour to maintain their.
e minds of the lower orders. At
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-Zac?tecas, we saw, on Christmas eve, a figure of ou
Savmur.paraded through the streets, dressed in .
green silk robe, with a pafiuelo del sol,* faste :
across the shoulders ; while the Virgin M’a follne
ed, adorned with a fashionable French ha::‘)r o
a little on one side. « pbl
' These images the poor are taught to worship : the
f‘lch, or rather the well-informed, may how the l:mee
m.deed, I‘Jut they deride in private the superstition -
with which they are compelled outwardly to con-
fzrr: ;da.md re.liginn itself shares in the feelings, which
Iat(; e ;sg;:tl:g exhibitions' are but too well calcu-
B f:]e;htea':t};i :f .Lanuuary we quitted Guadalajara,
» €quizd, a Hacienda eleven leagues
oTrr the town, very prettily situated, near a vast
plain of sembrados de trigo, (young wheat,) which
ha(? been just laid under water, and was of t’he mmt
dehc'ate-green that it is: possible to imagine 'I?I:
Haciénda contains thirteen * sitios,” and th(.e landi
are mostly “ de riego,” (irrigated,) but the increasc;
of wheat seldom exceeds thirty-to one, and does not
a\terage more than twenty-five. We were received
with much hospitality by the proprietor, an acquaint-

‘ance of Mr. Ritchie’s; and remained till late in

. .
; ;‘:large white handkerchief, worn, in the manner deseribed
by t e Rancheros, to protect the back from the sun. The im’
ro . . - . p L
p p.nety, or rather impiety, of using it in a religious festival
requires mo comment. : e
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the evening seated in an Open corridor, enjoying a

temperature unknown in the central provinces even

during the hottest months.

On the following morning, (January 8th,) we left

the high road to La Barca, by which our carriage
and baggage mules proceeded to Ocotlan, and struck
across the mountains nearly due West, to the camp

of Tlichichiled, (four leagues from f\téqﬁizi‘l,) upon

. the borders of the Lake of Chipald. This magnificent

lake is laid down in Humboldt’s map as little known,
and the distance from Guidilijard is likewise made
to appear much greater than it really is. It is there-
fore easy to reach Tlichichiled in one day, the dis-
tance ‘not exceeding thirty, or at most thirty-five
miles. ' A little above this place, which was a mili-
tary station during the Civil War, the immense basin
of Chiipald opens upon the view. It is from thirty-
six to forty leagues in length, and varies from five
to eight leagues in breadth : the surrounding moun-
tains are barren, but bold, and descend at once to.
the water’s edge, while the Island of Méscali, nearly
opposite Tlachichilco, serves as a point of repose
upon which the eyé rests with pleasure in traversing
this vast expanse of deep blue water. This island,
which is now used as 2 Presidio, or public prisons
was occupied during the years 1811, 1812, and 1813,
by the Indians from the surrounding villages, who,
headed by their Curas, declared in favour of the
Independent cause; and maintained themselves in

this strong position against all the efforts of General |
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Cruz (thén commanding in Guddalajara) to dislodge
them. They were well provided with canoes, and
made frequent incursions from their stronghold: inl::o
the surrounding country, cutting off isolated detach
meni-:slof the royal troops, and returning loaded mt};
prov1smn§ to the lake, before a force could be as
sembled to attack them. Nor was their reducti :
eﬂ'e.cted until 1814, when a number of un-bol:tn
hafvmg been built at Tlachichilco, all comminicatio 5
with tlhe shore was cut off; and after repulsinz'
several assaults, i
o they were compelled by famine to
We ?mbarked on board one of these gun-boats
which is still in good preservation at the camp, aft /
bre?kfasting with the wife of the Commanda;t (I?r
SeI}ora. Rodriguez) upon the Pescado Blanco fo:
which Chipald is celebrated. This fish is foun’d in
most parts of the Table-land, but it does not attain
so large a size in the lakes about the Capital, asin
those of Pascudr0 and Chédpald, from Whence’ upon
gre'at occasions, it is sent express to Mexico sl’i III)‘:I
sprinkled with salt, or preserved in snow’ Igwa}r
glad to be able to furnish Madame Rod;iguez i:
return, with a quantity of the water-fowl, which
abound upon the edges of the lake, but are’ seldom
ta.sted by the natives, as they have no guns that
will kill a duck at fifty yards from the shore.
'We sent our horses to San Pedro, an. Indian
village three leagues from Tlichichiled, and proceeded
there ourselves by water, stretching half across the
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lake, in order to get & better view of M‘éscsalﬁ, \;::;:z
we regretted not having  time -to land.. an -
is situated upon the steep 'fldge_ which st}elpar::. h
Chipald from the Valley of Ocdtlan, thrm_x.g wf ;; e
the Rio Grande pursues its course. Th.e w?w?l ‘ :
lake from the ‘height called La Coronilla, I:s a m:l)ls]—
equal to that of the Lake of Geneva fro.m tf e mo -
tains above Vevay. Its vast extent, 1t? 01'm:i p
bold outline of the surrounding m(?untalns, an'k'
clear blue of the sky above, rende'r it a very sfrl 1;ng
scene, and one to' which few pencils could .do jus 1((;e.
From San Pedro to the banks of the Rio G;'aghe,
at the point where it reissues from the Lak(j ;)ul t :(;
pala, whiich it enters near La Barca, we calc z;lr :
the distance to be about five leagues; the.two o~
mountainous, the three last over a level plf;un, w .1ce
we crossed at a rapid passo. Even at t.h1s pace wr
could hardly keep our guide (an .Indla'n runm; ;
from San’ Pedro) in sight.  He contmue(} at a vteny
fast trot over every sort of groundf now dlsappein ;
i a barranca, and now half seen; 1n the ,obsc;m y s
the evening, fifty yards heforel our horses’ hea .s, 1(1111 .
we reached the ferry, to which he had promlseh 8
conduct us. Ocotlan is situated up'on the Sout :{V :
bank of the river, a broad and raplfi stream. : for-
found the passage not unattended with da‘l;‘;gerd, Mr,
as we had but one servant Wit}.l us, Mrs.. Var ,] ‘;
Martin, and I, were seated in a punt just larg

' ' an with a pole
enough to contain us, guided by a man with a p

ot sufficiently long to  reach the bottom in. the
not
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deepest parts. We each held a horse by a lasso,
while the saddles and bridles were piled up be-
. tween us; the servant remained upon the bank to
force the animals to enter the water, which, as it
was dark and cold, they did with great reluctance;
and when they got into the middle, not discovering
the opposite bank, they began to swim in different
directions, and very nearly upset the boat. = More

- than half an hour elapsed before we were all landed ;

and Mr. Carrington, who had gone on in the morn--
ing to superintend the passage of the baggage mules
and the coach, told us that it had taken nearly four
hours to accomplish it. I had bought at Sombré-
rét¢ sixteen Durango mules; from the Hacienda del
Ojo,—beautiful creatures, but perfectly unbroken, and
so nimble in all their motions, that if they chose to
separate from  their companions, we had hardly a
horse fast ehough to come within lassoing distance
of them while in full career. Frightened at the
water, these beasts spread on every side ; and it
was 6nly by collecting some rancheros to assist the
servants, that Carrington was enabled at last to
force them into the stream, which was done by
closing gradually in upon them with loud cries, and
lassos ‘whirling in air, until one more- courageous

than its. companions plunged in, and was followed
instantly by the rest.

I know few instances in which the utter inutility
of English servants for- Mexican travelling would
have been better exemplified than in the attempt to
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break these mules. Not one of them had ever been
in harness before, yet they drew our coach the whole
‘way from Sombrérété to the capital. The first few -
days, the operation of catching them. was really tre-
mendous  The mules were driven into -ela corral, or
large inclosure, and two lassos affixed in 'tum to
each, one to the neck, and the other to one of the
hind legs. Each of these was held by two men,

while, after allowing a little time for the animal to
y

exhaust itself in unavailing efforts, a fifth approached,
and with infinite precautions placed a leather band-
age (the Tapa ojos) over the eyes, and then pro-

ceeded to put on the rest of the harness. During

this whole process, the struggles of the rr.lule are
fearful ; and, even when convinced of the impossi-

d bellow
e of escape, I have seen them groan an .
e and try to destroy, with

their teeth and fore-feet, whatever came wi’ghin their

in an agony of impatience,

reach.
One by one, however, they were led forth and

attached, still plindfolded, to the coach, the Wl}eelers
and leaders being always steady old mules: while thte.
four new comers occupied the intervening spaceé
the Tapa ojos was then raised, and they went t:l
usually at full speed, until the nature of the r(.Ja ;
or the resistance of their more prudent companions,
induced them to moderate their pace. We. nev;:r
met with an accident .of any consequence 10 t :
course of these proceedings, or in the operation 0
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* breaking the mules for the saddle, which was con-
ducted in a similar manner,

The bad riders amorigst the servants used to get
some terrible tumbles, and they were occasionally
carried up and down a barranca in rather awkward
places, but no limbs were broken; and as each was
laughed at in turn, the most perfect good humour
prevailed ; while the mules were so far subdued by
constant work, that between Valladolid and Mexico
they gave us comparatively but little trouble.

We rejoined our party at the Hacienda of Sin
Andrés, three miles from the river, where Mr. Car-
rington had got a lodging for us; there being no inn
at Océtlan ; and, on the following morning, (Jan. 9,)
we proceeded to La Barca, where we arrived at an
early hour, the distance being only eight leagues.

La Barca is the head of a “ Canton,” containing
four “ departamentos,” with 96,178 inhabitants.
The town is uninteresting, and only worthy of
remark as being the last place visited by us-in the
State of Jalisco, which is divided there by the Rio
Grande from the neighbouring States of Guindjuats
and Vallidolid. Our road lay through the last of
these, and we consequently sent our carriage and
mules over in the evening of our-arrival. During
this process, which occupied four hours, I went to

shoot in the great Cienega, or marsh, which com-
mences a little to the Westward of La Bareca, and

extends in a line with the river almost as far as the
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Lake of Chiipald. Ifound there prodigious variety *
of every species of water-fowl,—wild ducks, geese,
swans, bitterns, and herons, some of enormous size,
with many others, the notes and plumage of which
were equally new to me. I tried in vain to get
within shot of some of the larger kind, for my pro-
gress was interrupted, at almost every step, by deep
canals, or impassable swamps. At last, however, by
the advice of my Indian guide, I embarked upon a
large bundle of rushes, which, though soon water-
logged, still supported my weight very tolerably,
for a considerable distance, while he accompanied
me upon another equally primitive conveyance. By
this means I contrived to shoot several ducks and

a-couple of wild geese ; but when I wished to return

with my beoty, I found the attempt by no means
easy. A strong current was setting towards the
lake, and every attempt to propel our rush rafts in a
"contrary direction had the effect of immersing them
still more deeply in the waters; until at last, wet up
to'my middle, and with every prospect of sinking
till lower from the quantity of water that my rushes
had imbibed, 1 was forced to land, and to take a

round of nearly two leagues, in order to avoid the

: marsh, and to reach La Barca, where 1 did not

arrive until a very late hour.
Jan. 10.—To Chiringhiiichiird, fourteen leagues.

We crossed the river early, and proceeded by Bue-
na Vista (a large Hacienda) and the Pueblo-of Tdn-
gitato to Chiringhiichird, having been led to believe
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-that by avoiding Z&mord (the usual road), we might
reach Vallidolid one day sooner. From’ the tlli

that wb approached Tinguatd, we began to rema;l;a
a sensible improvement in the appearance of th

country : there was more variety in the shape of the
mountains, more wood, more water, and a rich:
vegetation. The cottages too, though small, we I
neat ; the people cleanly and civil. A little E;eyorfg

' ;I‘Engua-lté, we f'ound a very pretty lake, extend-
~ Ing, with occasional interruptions, for nearly two

leagl.les; it was full of little islands, covered with
dengias; and abounding with wild-fowl of ever
description, while large herds of cattle occupied ‘th{‘
potreros in the vicinity of its banks. '
Having loitered with Mrs. Ward behind the rest
of the party, which had struck into a different roa(Si
we stopped at a small hut to breakfast; where ,
pretty Indian woman, with a beautiful set, of teetha
gave/tis dome tortillas, with eggs, frijoles, chile and’
a little meat for ourselves and two ses’vat;ts for’f
reals. ~ She was exceedingly communicai:ive ;)“;
told us that her house, on setting out in ]if'e, th
cost her four dollars, and her marriage fees tu:tmt
‘two: that her husband had paid this, but was st‘zi
n debt to the Padre for the baptism of a child t‘ill
fees for which he was then éndeavouring to l:a-isee

- We gave her a few reals towards so laudable a pur-

‘p;rose, an'd left her highly pleased with our visit, as we
e;f; with her simple manners and conversation.

~ We found only the remains of a house at Chiring |

g-
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huicharo, the Hacienda having been burnt during
the Revolution: we, however, fitted up two very
tolerable apartments in the corridor with blankets
and cloaks, in which, as there was not much wind,
we passed the night without discomfort.

Jan. 11.—To Tlisésalcd, ten leagues.

This day’s experience effectually convinced us of
the folly of taking cross-roads with a carriage. It

was our intention to sleep at Cipimed, another Haci-
enda, put down in our route as a very feasible dis-
tance ; but after reaching, about two o’clock, the
Hacienda of Changétird, we found our farther pro-
gress impeded by a succession of inclosures, through
which it was necessary to force our way by opening
breaches in the thick stone walls large enough to

admit the carriage. Fortunately, Mexicans have a
great talent for demolition; and the servants, who all
went to work con amore, soon opened us a passage;
but after continuing the work till six o'clock, during
which time we had made our Wway through six or
seven inclosures, we found ourselves at dusk wupon
the top of a hill immediately above the Pueblo of
Tlisésaled (ten leagues from Cipimed), where we
resolved to pass the night. . To reach it was no easy
task, as the descent consisted entirely of fragments
of rock, over which it seemed impossible that a car-
riage should find its way unbroken. From this di-
Jemma ‘e were extricated by a Vaquero, who offered
to show us a winding path, through which he had
once conducted the Insurgent artillery during the
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Re:volution. We gladly embraced the proposal, and
arrived safely in the Pueblo, by a very circu’iton
rout?, about seven o’clock, where we succeeded l;ls
obtaining accommodations for the night. g
OIll the fpllowing morning (Jan. 12) we pursued
our journey, and reached Cipimeo (ten leagues) at

an early hour in the afternoon.  The road was very

rug.ged, but the country exceedingly pretty, the vast
plaJ.ns of the Interior being replaced by aj pleasin
variety of mountain scenery. The weather howg
ever was cloudy, and in the pine-forests we all felg
th.e cold severely. The central part of Valladolid is
I'al.SEd above the level of the surrounding country—
being sit;uated upon that part of the Sierra M::ire :
where the descent to the Western coast commence
fmd where a succession of broken and lofty rid :,
interrupts the uniformity of surface peculiar to fh:
Table-land.  The valleys between these ridges
abound in water, and are exceedingly fertile ; Whgile‘
the mountains that environ them are covered ’with a
fine growth of timber. In one of these valleys the
Hacienda of Cipimeo is situated, formerly one of the
most valuable in the State of Valladolid, but now
Ol"ll¥ just beginning to recover from the effects of the
le. War. The present proprietor, Don José
Mana Torres, was an officer in the Creole arm
in 15?10, and his father was instrumental in sza.viny
the .IIVES of twenty Europeans residing in Patzcuarf
?gam'st whom Hidalgo had fulminated one of hi;
miquitous decrees of proscription. These offences
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on the family the ill-will of the first Insur-

gents; and the estate was 50 continually laid waste,
abandoned.

that for some years it was entirely
The Hacienda possesses a great extent of wood-
Jand,—ground sufficient for sowing 400 fanegas of
imaize, the whole of which is irrigated—rich and
abundant pastures—and a plentiful supply of water.
A river passes through the estate, and Cienegas, or
marshes, (very valuable for cattle during the dry
season, ) extend for some leagues around. In fromt
ingular volcanic mountain,

of the house there isas
the crater of which forms an Alberga,” or natural

lake. The water commences about 200 feet from
the edge of the crater; it is salt; and mo attempt
to find a bottom has yet proved successful.

The basin in which it is contained “is ‘perfectly
and the descent to the water’s edge almost
precipitous ¢ the distance across must be 200 or 250
foet. From a little above the © Alberga” we had
surrounding countries 3 and Mr:
s the marsh, in the centre

uxilli stood, once the seat
t of which

drew up

circular,

a fine view of the
Torres pointed out to U
of which the fort of Jd
of the only independent governmen
Mexico could boast.

Jan. 18.—From Cipimed w
¢ho, (twelve leagues,) a Hacien
was to be our last stage on the way

The road continued to be exceed
being: surrounded by - hills, some
tastic shapes, while others, though isol

e proceeded to Téca-
da and Venta, which
to Vallidohd.

ingly picturesque;
of the most fan-
ated, looked
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as 1f‘ they had been cast in the same mould I
passing the marshes T killed nine dﬁcks and br(;u hll
down two wild geese at a double shot,as the - :
out of some rushes near the road. “;e fmnldytil;ose
most excellent eating, and regrefted that it o
nf)t possible to add them more frequently t s
bill of fare; but, except by a chance shot yit (') s
tremely difficult to obtain so great a priz:e Il : e]}:
lakes of the valley of Mexico they are. sel(iom: -
.though ducks, snipes, and bitterns, are found t}(:en,
in prodigious numbers. I have frequently sl‘iz:
:lwer;ty and thirty snipfas in a morning ; and a great
iro de patos near Mexico is one of the most curi
ls)cenes thf.i.t -it is possible to witness. The Indiz:z]ss
) Z; nwﬁ:;ll it ;s principally co?ducted, prepare a batter}:
P . . of seventy or eighty musket barrels ar-
ran.ged In two rows, one of which sweeps the wat
while the other is a little elevated, so as to tak at;r’
duck_s as they rise upon the wing. The barr Ie ’
connected with each other, and fired by a ‘;S _"“‘?
but the whole apparatus, as well as the manml;}l’
r}z:s charge of it, are concealed in the rushes u:ti(;
lalt)a moment - when, after many hours of ca’utious
our, one of the dense columns of ducks, whicl
blacken, at times, the surface of the lake i; d 'lc :
by the distant canoes of his associates s’uﬁi s
flear to the fatal spot. The double tier of Clentl.y
lrr.lmediately fired, and the v.vater remains sgtlms g
with the bodies of the killed, and the wounded ::IZZ:
,

escape is cut off by the circle of canoes beyond

VOL. II. 9 x




674 MEXICO IN 1827

Tywelve hundred ducks are often brought in as the
result of a single tiro; and during the whole season
they form the ordinary food of the lower classes in
the Capital, where they are sold for one,or at most
. tworeals each.

In the North I saw no such masses of ducks, but
they were replaced by wild geese, swans and cranes,
with herons. of a prodigious: size, in flocks that co-
vered a vast extent of country when they alighted,
and filled the air with discordant screams When
on the wing. I never could succeed, however, in
securing any of the larger birds, as they were 80
extremely wary that it was difficult to approach

them even within rifle shot.
Jan. 14,—We left Tecacho at sevem, and reached

Valladolid (twelve leagues) at half-past three.-

There was nothing on the way to announce that
we were either upon a high road, or approaching
the Capital of a flourishing State. A few wretched
hovels, at one of which we stopped to breakfast, and
two. or three miserable arrieros, were the only objects
that reminded us of the presence of man. The
forest scenery, however, was fine, and we saw occa-
sionally some stupendous masses of lava, looking
as fresh as if they had been produced by a very
vecent eruption. The frequent recurrence of these
volcanic remains is a singular feature in New Spain;
for since the Conquest there has not been a single

eruption of any consequence, (excepting that M
Jorullo,) and most of the volcanoes now known are -
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:::;lnlt;t‘;a ::it f‘mas:e‘s of scoria, and districts covered
e ,i re found in ew.ary part of the Federation ;
o cinity of the Capital, on the road to Guana-
‘}) ‘irz,n lgl:) p:.;z 0than Liuis, be!:ween Sombrerete and
o Ve;acmzugb out Valladolid, and on the ascent
o ’ et.ween Jalapa, Jilotepee, and Las

igas, as well as in the plains of Tepeyagualeo;

. whi i
hile everywhere their vast extent proves that the

convulsi i
R ;zzs;e:.hlch produced them must have been
I know few places the appro ich i
tedious as that to Valladolid?p ;j‘ n(;(:)r: htl;:nlst .
hours you see the city apparently below you whv";0
;l.le road continues to wind amongst the surro;ndi::e ;
5 ;lls. 1'&1; length, a rapid descent conduets you ti
e plain, where a long causeway built acro
marsh forms the entrance to 1‘:he town. The :s l:1
Prbs are poor and insignificant, but the high stru t
is fine, and the Cathedral, standing alone and o
?ealed by any subordinate buildings, produce v
mmposing effect. ‘ Moy
Not having any acquaintances in Valladolid, we
took up our quarters at the inn of Nuestra Se;iora
de la Soledad, where we obtained very decent a
ments, with tables, chairs, and a number of f;:.;-

luxuries, not at all :
Republi::. general as yet in the Mexican

f- The State of Michoacan comprises the territory
d(;rmerly. belonging to the Tarascos, a powerful In-
an nation, first allies, and afterwards rivals of the

- $x% 7




