MEXICO IN 1827.

SECTION V.

RETURN FROM DURANGO TO SOMBRERETE.—

ZACATECAS.—MINES OF VETA GRANDE, AND

OF THE UNITED COMPANY.—ROAD THROUGH

THE STATES OF GUADALAJARA AND VALLA-

DOLID, BY OZUMATLAN AND TLALPUJAHUA

TO THE CAPITAL.—SOME ACCOUNT OF STATES

OF MEXICO, VERACRUZ, OAXACA, YUCATAN,
AND TABASCO.

I LEFT Durango on the 19th of December, highlj‘
gratified by the kind reception which I had expé
rienced there from a number of most respecta.hlg |
Creole families, to whom I was introduced. dun_nagf' i
my short visit. Amongst these were two SISte.I'S ;
General Victoria, very lively, and most enthusiastic

politicians, a talent for which in Durango there was

ivided
unfortunately much scope. The town was divid

into two parties, Liberales, and Serviles; the ﬁrs;;
the friends and supporters of the Governor, eaget
the promotion of every useful refor

arrayed in battle under the banners of the Cathedral

m ; and the latter -
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Chapter, as the opponents of all innovation, particu-
larly in matters connected with the Church. The
struggle commenced by an attempt on the part of
the State Legislature, to compel the Canons to apply
to the purposes for which they had been specially be-
queathed, certain funds appropriated by the Chapter;
sunk in the mass of Church property, denominated
Obras pias.

‘The Canons denied the right of interference on
the part of the Civil Authorities, and for some time
endangered the tranquillity of the State by the vio-
lence of their opposition. The dispute was, how-
ever, terminated amicably, a short time after my
visit to Durango, the Chapter having consented to
supply the money required by the Government as a
loan, on condition that the proposed investigation
should be dropped.

- It was the intention of the Governor to employ
these funds in the execution of a project, by which
the appearance of the valley of Durango would be
entirely changed. The town is now supplied with
water by one solitary fountain, the spring (Ojo de
Agua) of Los Remedios; and this, though sufficient
for ordinary purposes, affords the inhabitants the
means of irrigating only a very small portion of
ground laid out in gardens in the vicinity of the
town. It has been ascertained however, that, by
bringing a canal from the river to the North-west
of the valley, a sufficient fall might be obtained to *
distribute water to the whole plain beyond the capi-
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tal; and this project has become the favourite

scheme of the Governor, whose mind seemed devoted
to its accomplishment. Its utility cannot be dis-

puted, as it would bring into cultivation a large

tract of beautiful land; but the city of Victoria de-
rives such abundant supplies from the surrounding
districts, that I know not whether the real import-
ance of the plan is equal to that which the sanguine
disposition of Mr. Ortiz induces him to attach to it.

I was much struck with the difference between
the manner in 'which ‘society is organized in Du-

rango and in the Southern States. The women, in-
stead of passif]g their days in languor and idleness, |

are employed, with bustling activity, in superintend-
ing the details of the menage, and even take a very

efficient part in that most important department, the

kitchen. The consequence is, that there is no part

of the Republic in which the advantages of cleanli- |

ness are so highly appreciated, or the little comforts
of life so well understood. My room at the Go-
vernors was delightful, and T have stilla lively

secollection of ‘the excellence of the Café au lait,

which his kind and amiable wife brought me each
morning with her own hands. I was told that this
was general throughout the North, the Biscayan
race and a system of good housewifery having spread

together ; and in Durango the general appearancé

of the women bespeaks more domestic habits. They
* are Tittle seen in the streets, or at public places

and better educated at home. At a ball and con
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cert, which the Governor was good enough to give
me the evening before my departure, I heard several
very 'respectable amateur performers, particularly
two §1sters who played a duet together on the piano-
forte with great facility of execution. But the
queen of the evening was a young professional singer
from Guirisimey, (the Pasta of Durango,) whose
talents were undergoing the necessary cultivation
to qualify her for sustaining the part of Prima
I?onna at the opera of the town. Her vocal abili-
ties had been discovered by a friend of the Gover-
nor’s, who recommended her to his protection ; and

~though I cannot in reason be expected to be as en-

thusiastic in her praise as her “Apasionados” in
Durango, I must confess that she had a most power-
ful voice, which, when modified by a little tuition
might possibly be rendered agreeable. ’
I reached Sombrérété without difficulty in ten
hours; and after dining, and passing the night at
Mr. Anitua’s, I resumed my journey South on the
following morning in the same manner ; five relays
of horses having been stationed for me on the road
to Zacatecas—at the Rancho of Pancho Malo, Atoto-
nilco, La Escondida, Rancho Grande, and Las Tor-
tolas. At Fresnillo I expected to find my own
horses, with which I intended to proceed direct to
Zacatecas; but to my great surprise, I overtook -
Mrs. Ward and Mr. Martin there, the coach having
been delayed a whole day at Atotonilco by a wheel -

" giving way in passing a barranca a little to the
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North of the Hacienda. It was hardly possible fczr
such an accident to be more ill-timed, for there is
not a room in the house with a whole door ; and yet‘fi
in addition to chance passengers, they are i':enantet
by myriads of habitual occupants, who .re51st .'inos

strenuously every encroachment upon their terrt o;y.
Fortunately, the country about is 1'a'.cher pretty, for
there is a stream below the house, with .some trees,
and a little cultivation : there are likewise some }.102
springs, very inviting as a bath, but usually (:}:12211 f
by a succession of Indian women, two or

whom may be found at almost any hour of the day

sitting up to their necks in water, and very mu;:lh
amused at the mauvaise honte of the strangers, Who

have any scruples about joining so sociable a party. |

I reached Fresnillo at three o'clock, having left
Sombrerete at six. The distance is nczt. less. th;n
seventy or seventy-five miles; bu't sterﬂl‘ty is the
decided characteristic of the whole mterfremng space.
There are some extensive fields of maize, however,
about San Juan de los Troges, ,(bet-ween Pancho
Malo and Atotonilco,) and in the vici.mty of Rancil:;
Grande, where Mrs. Ward was magmﬁcen:dy lodg
in the Hacienda of the principal proprlletf)r; btft
those who are fortunate enough to have it in their
power to pass over this tract of country as. exlfe-
ditiously as I did, should not stay 150 e.xamme its
beauties in detail. Upon Mr. Martin its gloom(yl
appearance had such an effect, that he c‘aften declaret
that he was indebted to  Vivian Grey,” the first par
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of which we received at Sombrerete, for banishing
a fit of the spleen, which might otherwise have en-
dangered his life. The rapidity of my progress
prevented me from feeling this in the same degree ;
and T was in such excellent condition for work, that
after riding 150 miles from Durango in two suc-
cessive mornings,* I walked about Fresnillo all the
afternoon, to make inquiries respecting the mines,
none of which are now in activity. Some few were
taken up in 1825 by the Mexican Company ; but
the contracts were so injudicious, and the terms so

- onerous, that they were abandoned, (not, I believe,

without a considerable sacrifice,) as soon as public opi-

nion with regard to mining speculations in England
took an unfavourable turn. The town lies at the

foot of an isolated Hill, upon which the mines are
situated | platforms for the erection of Malacates,
and extensive excavations, are now all that is left to
denote their former importance.

The road from Fresnillo to Zacatecas is excellent
as far as Arroyo de en Media, (six leagues,) but the
level country ceases at San Juan de la Calera, (two

- * Many people have thought Captain Head’s account of dis-
tances exaggerated ; but in countries where it js the custom to
ride post, one hundred miles a day is by no means an extraordinary

performance. I have myself ridden from Madrid to Bayonne,

(one hundred « Leguas del Rey,” or four hundred English miles,)
in fortyseven hours ; and I once went from Seville to London,
Wwhen sent, under very pressing circumstances, with despatches,
by Lord Heytesbury, in eight days and a half, (partly on horse-
back, and partly in a cabriolet,) and returned in nine,
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leagues farther;) and from thence to Ziicdtecds a suc-
cession of steep ascents and descents announces the
vicinity of one of the minor branches of the Sierra
Madre. The town itself is mot visible until you
arrive within half a league of the entrance, when
you see it below you, following the direction of a
deep barranca, (ravine,) of which the mountain called
La Buffa, with a chapel situated upon its curiously-
crested ‘summit, forms one side. "The streets are
narrow, and from the want of a good police, defiled
with the remains of the “ Matanzas,” frequent in
Zacatecas, where a great quantity of tallow is made.
They swarm, too, with tribes of dirty children,

whose appearance; like that of their squalid parents,

is by no means prepossessing.  But the distant view
of the town is fine, from the number of churches
and convents rising proudly above the other build-
ings ; there are several excellent houses too in the
vicinity of the great Plaza, where we were lodged,
and the market before our windows presented both
a busy, and a curious scene. It was abundantly
supplied with fish, particularly “Bagre,” (a large
Tierra Caliente fish without scales,) as well as with
vegetables and fruits. The quantity of Chile dis-
posed of was really prodigious ; waggons laden with
it, drawn each by six oxen, were arriving hourly

s Calientes, yet their contents rapidly

from Agua:
o excoriate

disappeared, piles of Capsicum sufficient ¢
the palates of half London vanishing in the course

of a few minutes.
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We arrived at Ziciteclis on the 21st of December
and employed ourselves till the 26th, in visitin th;
establishments of the two Companies, who gl‘lave
made this district the scene of a part of their ope
tions. =

Tht'ese. are the Bolafios and the United Mexican
Associations, between which the principal mines of
Zacatecas are very equally divided.

As a mining district,.Zacatecas differs materially
fl‘(::m .Guﬁnéiju'ﬁt(”), for in lieu of one great mother
vein, 1t contains three lodes nearly equal in import-
ance: (those of La Québridilli, San Bérnibe, or
.l\flile.lm”)ché, and Veta Grande;) with a numbe;' of
inferior Vetas and Vetillas, which may be considered
as ramifications of the principal lodes. Upon these
nearly 3000 pits or shafts have been opened :
(mostly “ catas” of very inconsiderable depth.) The.
course of the veins is distinctly designated upon
the surface, by the elevation of the crests, and ma
be traced even by the most unpractised eye. Thi

works of the Companies, now that the mine of Que-
bradilla has been abandoned, are confined entirel
t_‘o the veins North of the town. Quebradilla Whici
lies to.the South of Zacatecas, has yieldec’l three
succe.,sslve “bonanzas,” (each more remarkable for
the. immense quantity of ores produced than for
their richness:) the first soon after the Conquest ;
the second when worked by La Borde, (who afte;
Tlalpujahua and Tasco, came to make his la;t f6r~
tune at Zacatecas;) and the third as recently as
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1810, when a Company, formed for the purpose in
Zacatecas, divided upon its dissolution, in 1817,
the sum of 75,000 dollars upon each “barr.” But
the mine was ruined in the course of their opera-
tions, and though contracted for by the United Com-
pany upon false representations, it was given up
in 1825 by Mr. Alaman, who found, upon personal
inspection, that the drainage could not be effected
for a less sum than 400,000 dollars, while the ac-
counts of the lower levels were too contradictory
to afford any certainty that this large investment
would be repaid.

On entering the mountains North of Zacatecas,
about a league from the town is found the first of
the two great parallel veins by which they are tra-

versed. - Upon this are situated the mines of San
Bernabé, Malanoche, Pérégrind, and Rondédnérd, the
three last of which are considered as one “nego-

tiation.”
San Bérnabs was the first mine denounced in

Zacatecas. The vein was worked by the Con-
quistadores,” o tajo abierto, (by an open cut,
the space of 800 varas; and the opinion then
entertained of its productiveness is recorded by an
old song still in the mouths of the lower classes at
Zacatecas, and composed in commemoration of the
marriage of its first proprietor Ibarra, with the
daughter of the Viceroy Velasco.* The Company

* 8o many curious fragments of Spanish history would be

lost, were it not for the Romances” in which they are re=

) for:
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has every reason to think well of this enterprise
for lfhe amount of ores raised weekly in 1826 wa;
considerable, the drainage nearly concluded, and
the appearance of the new levels, which were ’about
to be cleared, highly promising.

The shafts of Malanoche and La Rondanera lie
about a mile and a half west of San Bernabe. The
works extend over a space of nearly 800 varas, and
the drainage was consequently proceeding ,ver
slowly ; (about two varas in the week.) But thi
value of the ores raised, from the very commence-
ment of the undertaking, had proved sufficient to
cover one-third of the expence; and the produce
was expected to increase rapidly as new levels were
rendered accessible.

Not being a miner myself, I can only speak of
the general mode in which the management of an
ent(?rprise of this nature is conducted, and of the
feelings of the natives, (whom I always consulted,)
respecting it. Nor must it be thought that, in thi's

‘way, I could only view the favourable side of the

question. There is so much rivality in mining
nfattt.ars in Mexico, that, by entering into commu-
n.lcatlon with persons unconnected with a negotia-
tion, I was sure to hear all the errors, (real or pre-
sumed,) that had been committed, and those too

corded, that I may be allowed to draw from the same source
the only remaining record of Ibarra’s good fortune. The verses
are.—¢ Si los metales de San Bernabé no tuvieron tan buena
ley, no casaria Ibarra, con Ia hija del Virey.”
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painted in the very strongest colours. It must be
a satisfaction therefore to the shareholders of the
United Company to know that their prospects aﬁ
Zacatecas were rated very high, their c.ontr'acts
pronounced to be unexceptionable, and their mines
excellent. All, however, added, that it was to be
regretted that a second Anitua could not be f?und
to undertake the management. The presen't Direc-
tor, Don Joaquin Iparriguirri, is a skilful miner, but
has lost much of his former activity by age; and,
at the time of my visit, Mr. Schoolbred, who hzfsl
been recently associated with him, was too ne:w 1.11
office "to give that impulse to the system, which 1_t
appeared to require. It was thou.ght that, under
Mr. Anitua, what had been done in a year and a
half might have been accomplished in much less

time.

juato, an entirely new undertaking,) borders up(m
that of Malanoche. It is situated upon a separai?e
vein, and had, when I saw it, not only covered tlﬂle-
advances made upon it by the Association, but beg@
to yield a clear profit. The ores improved as f;llt?
workings increased in depth, and they .must nloﬁf"
have reached the level at which the nexg_hbouriﬁng
mine of La Barguena, (worked to a much greater
extent than Loreto,) was found to be extremely pro-

ctive. - ol
duBesides the mines already enumerated, the pnlte@
Company possesses that of San Acasio, situated

The little mine of Lorétd, (like Stchd at Guana-
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upon the Eastern extremity of the Veta Grande,
the second lode of importance, North of Zacatecas,
nearly a league and a half beyond that of San
Bernabé, :

San Acasio belonged originally to La Borde,
(whose operations chance always seemed to favour,)
and yielded a bonanza famous in the annals of Mex-

ican mining for its extraordinary duration. It lasted
twenty-two years, (from 1765 to 1782,) and com-

 Dletely re-established La Borde’s shattered fortunes,

repaired by his success in the mine of Quebradilla,
and restored to. all their pristine splendour by this
long series of successful enterprise. The mine is
known to have been abandoned by his descendants
when producing good ores in its « planes,” or lowest
levels ; and in many of the upper workings the quan-
tity of “ Atierres” (heaps of poorer ores, not then
thought to be worth raising,) is known to be so
great, that an association was formed in 1823, by a
number of native miners, to work the mine in the
upper levels, merely in order to extract these atierres,
the value of which is now better understood. The
Project was given up in consequence of the contract
concluded by the owner with the United Company,
Whose operations embrace the whole mine.

San Acasio has four Pertinencias, at three of
which Malacates were erected for the drainage, and
the extraction of ore. In December 1826, the mine
Was producing weekly about six hundred cargas of
ore, (pn'qcipally “ atierres”) averaging seven marcs
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per monton of twenty quintals. An increase either

in the quality, or the quantity, was required in order

to cover the expences, Which, in so extensive an un-
1-

dertaking, were of course considerable. It was ca
culated, however, that four hundred cargas more,*

(making 1000 in all,) even of the same poor ores,
” but leave

would not only cover the Memorias,’
1,000 dollars profit weekly. The Miners of Zaca-
tecas entertained little doubt with regard to the
issue of the enterprise of the Company at San
Acasio, for no mine in the district bears so high a
character: but the time requisite in order to reap
the full advantage of the investments made is un-
from the vast extent of the works, which

certain,
upon the course of the

occupy a space of 800 varas

Mr. Alaman seemed to be of opinion in 1826,
that nearly the whole of 1827 would be required t0

vein.

bring his operations to a conclusion, and some al-
lowance must always be made for additional delays.
In-the course of the present year, however, the result

must be known.
The Company is in possession of two Haciendas

de beneficio; that of San Jos¢, in the town of Za~
catecas, with fourteen Arrastres, and Cinco Sefiores,

* It must be recollected that profits depend upon two distinet
causes, the great abundance of poor ores, yielding a given pr‘oﬁt
upon an immense mass of * Montones,” or a less copious ex®
traction of rich ores, raised by fewer hands, and “ reduced” with

less labour. It is in the first that the great riches of Zacatecas

and Guanajuato have principally consisted.
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without the town; which formerly belonged to L
Borde. In his time it contained sixty 'arrastresa
v(:inulybt\vventy-six are now in repair, but the number.
creasez.augmented as the produce of the mines in-
’I.‘he works of the Bolafios Company, (contracted
foT' In 1825, as a desirable addition to the principal
ml'nes of the association, situated at Bolafios, in f;l
neighbouring state of Jalisco,) are all upon th’e Vete
Grand.e, to the Westward of San Acasio Thea
comprise fourteen shafts, (including the Ti;'o-Gen e
ra‘l,) originally separate mines, but now connect::';
with each other, and worked as one negotiation
These occupy a space of 1,200 fathoms upon tht;

- vein. Few exceed 800 varas in depth; all have

been pf-oductive; many remarkably rich ; and none
have given reason to imagine that the vein was ex
hausted even in the deepest levels. -
_'I:he two contiguous mines of Uristi and Mili~
nésd rank highest amongst those comprehended in
the negotiation of Veta Grande. The first produced
the  capital out of which the fortune and title of
th.e Counts of San Mateo (now united by marri "
with the Marquisate of the Jiral) proceeded ; ;g;
to the second, the wealth of the Condes de Sar:t'
dg la Laguna was due. During the last forty yzgr:
they have been worked, with the adjacent shafts by
the Fagoaga family, and have yielded (as state(; in
Table, No.9, annexed to the first Section of the fourth
Book) 2,088,425 marcs of silver, (16,832,400 dollars.)
VOL. II. 2s |
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But during the last ten years the produce has barely
covered the expences, and the proprietors have de-
rived little or no profit from the concern, although
the establishment has been kept up in the hope of
discovering a “ clavo rico,” and obtaining another bo-
nanza. Captain Vetch having convinced himself by
a long and patient investigation, that the system of
management was susceptible of great improvements,
and that by reducing the establishment the receipts
might, even in the present state of the mines, be
made to exceed the expenditure, while the extent of
vein yet unexplored afforded the fairest opening for
pew works, entered into a contract with the pro-

prietors, to whom he paid 180,000 dollars on the

part of the Company, for the transfer of the nego

tiation. He likewise took fixtures and property o
the amount of 207,000 dollars more, to be paid by

talments in three years; but a part of

quarterly ins
> and ores already

this property consisted of “ tortas,’
in the Hacienda, which might, consequently, be re-
garded as silver.

The reforms contemplated by Captain Vetch met
with considerable opposition amongst  the native
fniners; and although the Company took possession
of the mines in April 1826, in December the ex=

* pences still exceeded the value of the silver raised.
Eleven thousand dollars were coined weekly, but
the charges were nearly twelve; the underground
work alone averaging seven thousand dollars, and
the costs of the Hacienda five. From eighty-five {0
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N S
E::le:i)ﬁ‘:ire ciamgo's (pairs) of batreteros (common
’ " n daily employ ; and the number of

cargas of ore reduced varied from fiftcen hund
to two thousand in the week, which yielded e
gn a:rerage, th,irty-ﬁve or thirty-six ounces of: ;illI;(:el;
fiemre arfl;z:ton, ? of twenty quintals, Within a short
: .my visit, Captain Vetch succeeded in car-

;yling :JI his plans into execution, and in June a?:;l
u
2 li,t | 827, a weekly profit of 8,000 dollars was the
oo ety e

; d,) built by La Borde, a
r};l::;ha::dsby if:e F.agoagas of his family, when tI}ll‘:

Seventy-fouz:‘nu casio was abandoned. It contains
i drrastrés (c.alled in Zacatecas, tihonds)
" urnaces for smelting, a very perfect lavadero’
m::tie::lblige of washing vats,) and a patio (amalga-,-
s ot:frt,.) capable of containing twenty-four
: ’ sixty “ montones” each. The process
?sconducted nearly in the same manner as at G

Juato, wit.h the exception of the “ molienda” (theuar:'a-

Z:s; of" gnndlng?’, \'vhich is more rapid, and less ﬁljleor

ef.cm‘e .tah?aza in Zacatecas grinding ten arrobas:

In sixteen hours, in li iX ai i
twenty-four hours, whic’h is tlj: I?lf;;il;uzmbas "

g at Gua-

: Thf:re are seven “ morteros” (stamps) at La Sau

ceda, it heing calculated that one mortero will keu-

Efielve arrastres in constant work. Salt and m4 :P

tral are abundant and cheap. The latter is brougghS;

25 2




