578 MEXICO IN 1827.

wealth of the Marquis of Bustamante, and. frf)m
which a mass of solid silver was extracted Wﬁlghl?g
seventeen arrobas, or 425lbs. The ores of Pastrana
were so rich, that the lode was .Worked by b}altrs,
with a point at one end and a chisel at the ot ;r,
for cutting out the silver. The owner of I-’ast:; a
used to bring the ores from the — with faf;
flying, and the mules adorned with cloths o .
colours. 'The same man received .a reproof ff'om t1F e
Bishop of Durango, when he visited Ba!l;opllas, ::
placing bars of silver from the door of his house

i 1k upon.
the sala, for the Bishop to wa '
Buen Suceso was discovered by an Indian, who

swam across the river after a great flood. Onar= |

riving at the other side, he found the crest of an
immense lode laid bare by the force of the Wat.er.
The greater part of this crest was pure and massive
silver, and sparkling in the sun. 'The whole .towrl
of Bitdpilis went to witness this extraordu;‘ag
sight as soon as the river became f'orda.lble.
Indian extracted great wealth from his mine, but qp
arriving at the depth of three varas, the .abund:m:
of the water obliged him to abandon it, an .n
attempt has been since made to resume the Workmg
In this district the silver is generally found pure;

i nce. |
and unaccompanied by any extraneous substa

The reduction of the ores is consequently efzsy a]l;:
simple. ~ 'When the silver is not found .m s.c;' ,
masses, which require to be cut with the chisel, ;w;
generally finely sprinkled through the lode, and o
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seems to nail together the particles of stone, through
which it is disseminated. The lodes are of consi-
derable width, but the masses of silver are oﬁly met
with at intervals.
In the mine of El Carmen, the Marquis of Busta-
mante, after the first bonanza, drove thirty varas in
depth without meeting with any thing to repay
his Jabours ; but being fully persuaded that all lodes
have their alternate points of good and bad, he conti-
nued until, at the depth of forty varas, he met with
the second bonanza. There is very little water in
the mines of Batopilas, excepting those situated near
the bank of the river, and these the river itself might
be made to drain. The population of the town was,
at one time, very considerable, but it has decreased
of late, whole families having gone to the new dis-
coveries of Morélos and Jesus Maria ; the first of
which lies in the vicinity of Batopilas, and appears
to possess all the characteristics by which the lodes
of that district are distinguished. It was discovered
in the spring of 1826, by two brothers (Indians,) by
name Arauco, to one of whom a little maize for tor-
tillas had been refused upon credit the night before:
In two months they extracted from their mine
270,000 dollars ; yet in December 1826, they were
still living in a wretched hovel close to the source of
their wealth, bare-headed and bare-legged, with up-
Wards of 40,0001. sterling in silver locked up in their
hut. T possess two large specimens of the ores
they are almost pure silver, and there is conse-
2P2
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quently no difficulty in reducing them by fire, how-
ever rude or defective the process. But never was
the ut.ter worthlessness of the metal, as such, s0
clearly demonstrated, as it has been in the case of
the Araucos, whose only pleasure consists in con-
templating their hoards, and in occasionally throw-
ing away a portion of their richest ores to be scrams
bled for by their former companions, the workmen.
Throughout the Sierra Madre, instances of . this
sort have occurred, for these wild and distant dis-
tricts are visited only when the fame of their riches
attracts adventurers from the towns. For some
time, they have neither supplies of any kind, nor
intercourse with the more civilized part of the
country ; and when a few straggling pedlars first
penetrate into these fastnesses, the avidity with
which their wares are bought up, at the most uns
heard-of prices, is quite astonishing. - The brother
of the Governor of Durango, a lawyer by profession,
informed me that, at the commencement of his
career, he had been employed to visit the district of
Refugio, which, like Morelos, was then recently dis-
covered, in order to terminate some disputes between
the proprietors of the different mines. He found
the original  discoverer, Pichecd, surrounded by 2
swarm of harpies, to whom, not being able to. cot:
vert his bars into dollars with sufficient rapidity, he
had given checks (boletas) upon his mine for a cer-
tain number of cargas of ore, for which they had
consented to exchange their goods; and he assured
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;ze ‘:::;e(;n: otf these men, who had received a boleta
; d as to entitle him to select his ow

toda satisfaccion,) by waitin P (a

;he very richest ston)ers untilgslxcjnﬁaéeif:;;eﬁi t}’:t

d\:; l:ag:;,aofsgme]d nea.lrlly 8,000 dollars for an u:)ldS

fancy had been m:rlt::}‘nresttrlll;;{[fg, g

The real amount of the bonanza of El Refugi

1v\r;synejrerucorrectly ascertained, but Don Francisg:z
» a;d;z:l;:leie::;t:h;c?;ir;d has “ Habilitator”. three

i acheco’s mines i

1811; appears, by the registers of ;zlr:l]gt t]:: }?ear
;‘etume:d to that place in 1814 with 337,00;) doll:: :
de-l;ihm]?::,i :onlf): of which exceed seventy varas if;
. 4 g been worked only by an open cut, (a

jo abierto,) are now abandoned.

o 3;]0 tge North of El Pirral, and about five leagues

. € South-east of the city of Chihuahua, is th

ancient mining district of Santa Eulalia ,It h "
been long abandoned, and the mines are in 'a ruinc)::sS
:ialtrf . The ores were generally found in loose earth
[Hing lmmense caverns, (salones,) of which some ar(».j
stated to be sufficiently large to contain the cath
ﬂx'al of Mexico. The correctness of this asserti i
May require confirmation ; but there éan be litolIl
i(;:ft of their magnitude, since the last bonanza etxe
b ed from on_e of _theu} continued for nine years,
illd one real being laid aside for each marc of silyer
SI'::uced, a fu1.1d was formed, out of which the
athedral of Chihuahua was built, and a fuﬁd of
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reserve formed, of 100,000 dollars. tl‘he ores ?f
Santa Eulalia are generally mixed with ahconsili;
derable quantity of Galena, which renders them

f“’-'gl;:;tl:}i Western descent of t.he Sierralhsfaiz
eighty leagues from Chihuahv:a, is the ce eMaria
and recently-discovered district of Jesus 22.
This * Mineral”* was denounced in the year 18 0;
but was at first very little worked, in consequence; .
the scarcity of provisions, population, and evex:y o;c. a::
necessary for mining operations. It was, $ﬁ0di
nearly abandoned again, on accouniz of these hl .
ties, until a few men more persevermg than the rest,

ivati i rking |
after suffering great privations, succeeded in working

two or three of the most promising lodes, to the

depth of fifteen or twenty varas, where t]lley b:-i:l:
to extract such rich ores that the attention o

surrounding country was again callled to .thls ?1::;
A search being made among the nelghb?unng mwere
tains, upwards of two hundred. metallic lo (Ies -
registered in one year, within a circle of three leagues

% « Mineral” is the term now used to express at Mzni
district, in lieu of  Real,” which is thought to savour t0o s
In this, as well as in some other terms
hat 1 have sinned against the pre'
for T have actually put into :ﬁ::;
« Puente del Rey,” instead of “ Puente Na.fn;mal., ]::1;: tﬂf i
of Counts, Marquises, and other. obsolete tit eséliztion A
signating their proprietors by their present app

of Royal rights.
ployed in this work, I fear t
vailing notions of the day;

implicity
zens, which has been bestowed upon them by the simplicity

of Republican phraseology.
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in diameter. The first inhabitants who flocked to
this new district, were principally poor people, who
became possessed of mines which they had not power
to work ; and on this account few have yet attained
any: considerable depth. The deepest, (Santa Ju-
liana,) is not more than seventy varas, but it has
produced ores so rich, that they have been carried
to Chihiiahtia, (eighty leagues,) and to the Parral,
(one hundred and thirty leagues,) to be reduced,
there not being any reduction works on the spot
when the bonanza commenced. Near the surface
of the earth, all the lodes contain a considerable
quantity of gold ; this diminishes as the workings
increase in depth, while the proportion of silver
augments. The Mineral is situated in a deep ra-
vine with very little level ground about it, the
mountains rising on each side from the arroyo. In
1826, the population was rapidly increasing, and
there was no want of the necessaries of life, though
every thing was still exceedingly dear. In the im-
mediate neighbourhood are several mining districts
of very great promise, some ancient, and some newly
discovered. Such are Rosario, Nabosayguame, El
Potrero, Quipore, El Pilar de la Cieniguita, El Pilar
de Milpillas, Batopillilas, and Cajurichic. These
form a circle, the centre of which is the Indian
village of Moris, situated in an open valley capable
of considerable cultivation. Jesus Maria is near the
summit of the mountains, and is consequently cold
in the winter, the surrounding ridges being occa-
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sionally covered with snow. = Moris is in a tempe-
rate climate, almost bordering upon Tierra Caliente.
Two leagues below Jesus Maria there is a small
plain, well adapted for reduction works, and afford-
ing pasturage for animals, but it is necessary to open
a road to it down the ravine.

The boundaries of Chihfiahtia to the East and
North-east are the States of Cohihiild and Téxds,
and the Territorio* of New Mexico, with the Rio
Bravo del Norte as a line of demarcation. To the
West (both North and South,) the vast State of
Sonora and Cinaloa extends, occupying the whole
space between twenty-two and a half and thirty-
three and a half of North latitude, and forming the
Eastern Coast of the Gulf of California up to the
Cerro de Santa Clara, where the Indian lands South
of the rivers Gila and Colorado commence. Beyond
these again, the stripe, or belt of missions, composing
New California, stretches as far as the Port of San
Francisco, (in latitude 38,) and from thence, by Cape
Mendocino, to the boundary line in 42°; while
Old California occupies the Peninsula, forming the
Western shore of the Gulf, which runs parallel with
the Coast of Sonora, and terminates with Cape San
Lucas and Cape Palmo, nearly opposite to Mzitlan

Of New California little or nothing is yet known.

O1d California has been crossed since 1821 by a few,

* Territorio, as has been already stated, means a district, or
province, the population of which is not yet sufficiently consider-
able to entitle it to rank as an independent State. ;
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foreigners ; but the first authentic account that the
w.orld Will receive of this part of the Mexican domi-
nions will probably proceed from Dr. Coulter, a gen-
tlem.au of great science and activity, now in the
service of the Real del Monte Company, who in-
tends, upon the termination of his engagement with
the Association, to proceed to the North, and to
employ two years in exploring the frontier provinces
of N?W Spain.  General Victoria, whose protection
I slohcited for Dr. Coulter in this arduous under-
taking, promised to give him every facility. Indeed
the Mexican Government has a direct interest in his
sFC(:'ess, for it knows nothing at present of its pos-
sessions to the North of Sonora, and has ample
emplt)).rment in the more Central Provinces for the
few scientific natives, whose services it can command.

General Wavel, whose projects of colonization

_ In Texas, where he possesses a large grant of land,

are already before the public, has had the goodness
f,o ft‘n'nish me with a very detailed account of ‘that
prf)vmce, which will, I believe, be found to com-
prlse. all that is at present known of the Eastern
frontier North of the River Bravo.* The country
dppears to be rich in valuable produce, abounding
l!j water, and possessing rivers of sufficient size to
eﬂS‘l'll’e to its inhabitants the benefits of internal
navigation, which have produced so wonderful an
effect, in the course of a few years, in the neighbour-

* Vide Appendix, Letter B.
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ing valley of the Missisippi. Unfortunately' for
Mexico, these advantages have been duly appreciated
by her neighbours in the United States. Some hun-
dreds of squatters, (the pioneers, as they -are very

appropriately termed, of civilization,) have crossed

the frontier with their families, and occupied lands
within the Mexican territory ; while others have

obtained grants from the congress of Saltillo, which

they have engaged to colonize within a certain nu-
ber of years. By thus imprudently enc?urag(l}l:’g
emigration upon t0o large a scale, the Mexwan h-
vernment has retained but little authonty. over the
new settlers, established in masses in vaRiou .parts
of Texas, who, being separated only by an imaginary.
boundary line from their countrymen upon the op-
posite bank of the Sabina, naturally look to them
for support in their diﬁiculties,.and not to a (_iovernl;
ment, the influence of which 1is hardly felt m suc

remote districts. |

In the event of a war, at any future period, be-

tween the two republics, it is not difficult to forese'e
that Mexico, instead of gaining 'strengt_h by th.ls
qumerical addition to her population, “illl find 1.n
her new subjects very questionzla.ble allies. Ther
habits and feelings must be American, and no't l\flex-!
jcan; for religion, language, and early.assocmtlonsj
are all enlisted against a nominal adhesion to a gtl(-1
vernment, from which they have littlfa to expecf:, anef
less to apprehend. The ultimate incorporation ;
Texas with the Anglo-American States, may there
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fore be regarded as by no means an improbable event,
unless the Mexican Government should succeed in
checking the tide of emigration, and in interposing
a mass of population of a different character, between'
two component parts, which must have a natural
tendency to combine into one.

A proposal to this effect was, I believe, made to
the President in 1826, by John Dunn Hunter, whose
history excited much interest in this country a few
years ago. ‘

The correctness of the account contained in his
book of his origin, and early adventures, is denied in
the United States, and Hunter has been denounced,
by their periodical publications, as an adventurer
who imposed upon the credulity of the British pub-
lic, by representing himself as the hero of a romance
of his own creation. To me it appears that his
crime has been the boldness with which he vindicated
the rights of an injured, and persecuted race, to whom
he devoted his life, and in whose service he was at
last sacrificed. No one can have known him, for
however short a time, without being convinced that,
in whatever manner his connexion with the Indians
may have originated, he was a real enthusiast in
their cause. Upon every other subject his language
Was coarse, his appearance dull, and his manner
totally devoid of energy and grace; but as soon as
that chord was touched, his countenance lighted up
at once, his expressions became forcible and pic-
turesque, and where words failed him, (as they some-
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times did from his imperfect acquaintance with the
English language,) the eye, and even the agitation
of the man, bespoke the truth of the sentiment, which
he was labouring to express. |
Hunter's object in visiting Mexico, (in as far as I
could ascertain it,) was to induce the Government t0
assign a portion of the vacant landsin Cohahuila and
Texas, to'some numerous tribes of Indians, muster-
ing in all nearly 20,000 warriors, who had been
driven from their hunting-lands on the Missouri and
the Missisippi, by the rapid spread of the population
from the Anglo-American Eastern States. Retiring
across the vast Prairies of Louisiana, and pursued,
step by step, by that civilization, before which they

fled, they entreated Mexico to grant them lands |

which they might call their own; and offered, if
allowed to settle upon the Southern banks of the
Colorado and Sabina, to take the oath of alle-
giance to the Government, to embrace the Catholic
religion, to devote themselves to agricultural labours,
and to defend the frontier against all encroachments.
This favourable opportunity of acquiring a valuable
addition to the population of the country was lost by
that dilatory spirit, which, both in Spain, and its de-
pendencies, has been the source of so many evils.
Hunter left Mexico without having received any
positive answer to his demands; and it is said that,
in order to clear himself from the imputation of bad
faith before the great council held upon his returt;
he advised the Indians to cross the frontier, and to
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Of:cupy the lands, the cession of which they had soli
cited in vain. -
-This proposal was approved of by some of the
tribes, but rejected by others; and a very small bod
of Indians entered the Mexican territory with Huny-
tt.er, who proceeded, in conjunction with a few Ame-
rican settlers, to proclaim the independence of Texas
under the name of Freedonia. ’

They were opposed by the Mexican Commandant
of the Eastern Internal Provinces, (Don Anastasio
Bustamante,) in conjunction with Colonel Austin, the
chief of the flourishing establishment formed by’ the
American settlers at the mouth of the river Brazos;
and the Indians, on the appearance of so formidable ;
fo?ce:', were glad to obtain terms by immediate sub-
IITISSIOD. It is not known whether Hunter was
.glven up as a peace-offering to Bustamante, or killed
n some skirmish; but his head certainly fell into
the possession of the Mexican General, with that
o.f F.ield, a white man, who, like Hunter, had passed :
his life amongst the Indians, and was regarded as
one of their chiefs.

As this event took place a very short time hefore
my departure from Mexico, I was unable to acquire
any information respecting it; nor am I aware of
f:_he changes, which Bustamante’s vigorous operations
In Texas may have produced. It is to be hoped that
What has already taken place there will serve as a

- Warning, and that the Government will henceforward

Pay some attention to this valuable possession; for,
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without béaring any ill-will towards the United

States, but entertaining, on the contrary, a very sin-
cere admiration of their progress, I may be per-
mitted, as an Englishman, to observe, that it cannot
suit our interest to see their line of coast extended
as far South as the Rio Bravo del Norte, which
would bring them within three days sail of Tampico
and Veracruz, and give them the means of closing
at pleasure all communication between New Spain
and any European power, with which they might
happen to be at variance themselves.

"I shall beg leave to refer my readers to the Ap-
pendix for any farther information that may be de-
' sived respecting Texas; and return at once t0 the

Western Coast, in order to close my account of the

Northern frontier, with some details respecting S0«
nori and Cinilai, which will not, I hope, be found
devoid of interest.

For these I am indebted almost exclusively to
Colonel Bourne, whose extremely curious journal I
annex at full length in the Appendix. (Letter C.)
I have likewise made use of the information which
he has been so obliging as to afford me in order to
rectify in my map the numberless errors committed

in all former publications respecting Sonora ; and

I hope that I may by this means be enabled to
throw some light upon the real character of a coun~
try, which, though little known in Europe, or even
in Mexico, can hardly fail, in the course of a few
years, to acquire great and permanent importance.
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Colonel Bourne entered Cinaloa, (to the South
of Sonora, properly so called,) by its Southern ho
dary, the river Cafias, or Bayona, (it is knownulr)l-
both n.ames,) which separates the State of Sonory
and Cinaloa from that of Guadalajara, or Jalise .
FIl'OfB thence he proceeded to Rosario, the ﬁr:t'
mining town of importance in the Southern part
of the State, and the depét for the port of Mz”tz:‘itll)ftn
ff‘(.’m which it is distant twenty-five leagues. Rosa’
n:) tzontains a population of 6000 inhabitants; Mﬁ-
zatlz.m, though rising into importance as a, ort-
consists entirely of huts, composed of mats hIi]des’
and palm-leaves, all the principal merchan::s con:
nected with the East India trade having their resi-
de.nces at Rosario, or at the Presidio of Mizitlan
(nine leagues inland,) where the climate and Watet"
are better than the immediate vicinity of the port

{ﬁt Mazatlan, Colonel Bourne, whose object w;as
to inspect the mining districts in the North of So-
no_rft, (VSOO. leagues from Rosario,) embarked for
GUaymds, in Heu of performing the journey b
:ia;tld, where he arrived after a tedious passage 03;_
e,g:in days. The voyage does not - usually exceed

Guaymas is situated in latitude 27.40 North
about the middle of the Gulf of California and’
::th Mr. Glennie and Colonel Bourne stat;; it to
h- a magnificent harbour, capable of containing two
un@red vessels, and sheltered from all winds by the
lef't_y hills surrounding it, and by an islﬁnd, which
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Jeaves only a narrow outlet towards the gulf.
The town did not exist before' the Revolution. It
now contains 3000 inhabitants, and 300 houses;
some of which are in the modern style, and hand-
somely built. In 1824, when there was no custom-
house in Sonora, twenty-eight vessels were lying in
the port of Guaymas at one time, whose cargoes
were of course introduced duty free. ‘
The imports consist in Chinese, East Indian and

European manufactures, brandy, paper, refined-sugar, |

cacao, coffee, and tea, &c. &c. ; and the exports, in
wheat, flour, beef, hides, furs, copper, silver, and
gold.

The heat in summer is very great, yet the town
is healthy, and neither the Vomito, nor the Cholera

Morbus are known : the most serious inconvenience |

experienced by the inhabitants is the want of water,
which is brought from wells three miles inland.
From Mizitlan to Guaymas the navigation i

neither intricate nor dangerous : there is much shoal |

water upon the Sonora coast, but that -of Old Cali-
fornia is bold and lofty, with deep water close in
shore; and the islands, of which there are several

in the gulf, are all high land, and visible at 2 |

considerable distance. There is, therefore, reason
to suppose, that, when the population of Sonord
increases, as I am convinced that it speedily must;
Guaymas will become the principal commercial
depot upon the Western Coast of New Spain}
being much superior as a port both to Mazatlan,
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and San Blas, and easier of access than Acapulco
to vessels from Calcutta or China ; which froi t‘l;lf;
prevalence of particular winds in the Pacit’ic seldom
mz:ike ;he Mexican coast to the South of G’uaymass
;:n ; :::llc izi;t:r as far North as Cape Mendocino or
In the Gulf pearls are found in great abundance;
they at'e'mostly of a small size, and these are sc;
commo? In Mexico that they are worn by the lowest
orders in the streets. But California, likewise, pro-
duces pearls of the very finest quality ; nor ,dI:) I
know any part of the world where necklaces of
greater beauty may be seen than in New Spain
Ther pearls of Madame de Regla, of her sister thc;
Marquesa de Guadalupe, and of Madame Vélased
are' al'l remarkable for their size; and Geheral Vic,
t(?ma 1s in possession of an oyster, recently sent t(:
him from Sonora, which contains a single pearl not
yet'entirely detached from the shell, but perfect in
all Its parts, and larger, I think, than any pearl that
Lever recollect having seen. |
In 1825, a company was formed for exploring the
pearl-oyster beds in the Gulf of California, and two
V?s.sels were sent round Cape Horn, provided with
diving-bells and all the supposed requisites for the
fishery. ~ The management of the enterprise was
entrusted to Lieutenant Hardy, R.N., who, after ‘
great deal of trouble, succeeded in making e;n e uita
able: arrangement with the Mexican Governr((lllen;

- & to the division of the profits ; and proceeded to

YOL. 1L 2q




