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silverin the “horno,> (furnace,) than in the patio,
(amalgamation. court,) and the difference, in M-
Anitua’s opinion, is more than sufficient to cover
the additional expence. < The question has never yet
been fairly brought to an issue, as, in the different
districts, the choice of the process was usually deter-
mined, in the first instance, by the greater or less
facility with which the ingredients required in each
could be procured. Very vich ores are, however,
always smelted ; and as those of the Pdvéllon are re-
markable for the ‘quantity of silver which they con-
tain, this circumstance is perhaps sufficient to-ac-
count for the general preference now given in Som-
brerete to reduction by fire, although in the neigh-
bouring districts of Zécdtecds and Guitniijuatd, it is
very little in use. |
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SECTION 1V.

- JOURNEY FROM SOMBRERETE TO DURANGO.—
ACCOUNT OF THAT STATE.—MINES OF GUA-
RISAMEY, AND THE SIERRA MADRE IN GE-
NERAL. — EASTERN FRONTIER, TEXAS. —
STATES OF SONORA AND CINALOA—GULF
OF CALAFORNIA.—MAZATLAN AND GUAYMAS.
—DMINES OF ARISPE, ALAMOS, MULATOS, AND
COSALA.—GENERAL OBSERVATIONS UPON THE
NORTH OF MEXICO.

I'._I‘ was our intention, on leaving Mexico, to have
glzitended our journey North as far as Durango, but
somuch time had been consumed by the ﬁrst’ part
Qf our tour, and so much was still requisite for the
return ‘hy Zacatecas, Guadalajira, and Valladolid
that both Mr. Martin and I thought it inexpedient tc;
prolong our absence from the Capital by adhering to

- our original plan.  With the coach, a visit to Dii-

ljéllljgo.fr0111. Sombrerete, and the return, would have
occupied nine days ; the road being bad, and the dis-
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tance thirty or thirty-five leagues; and this was a sacri-
fice of time which, as there were no French or English
establishments to visit, we did not conceive ourselves
justified in making. It was therefore determined
that the party should take at once the road to the
South, by Zacatecas, from whence we were to branch
off, through Aguas Calientes, to the Western States.
My anxiety to visit Durango was, however, too
great to allow me to be satisfied with this arrange-
ment. My curiosity had been much excited “tlth
regard to the Northern Provinces, by the praiseiy
~ lavished upon them by General Victoria, who is &
native of THmisiild, (called, in commemoration of
his birth, Villa Feliz de Tdméstli,) upon the fron-
tiers of the two States of Diirangé and SOndré ; and
I was determined to reach at least the threshhold of :
this forbidden ground, into which so few foreigners
have hitherto penetrated, and from which all who
have done so have brought back such favourable re-
ports. I therefore consulted Mr. Anitua upon the
subject, and, finding that I might ridfa post to Du-
rango in one day, and after passing elght-and-fort'y
hours there, by returning in the same manner, still
reach Zacatecas as soon as the rest of my party, I
resolved to undertake the journey. Mr. Anitua
provided me with horses, relays of _Which he sta-
tioned at the different Haciendas upon the way, and
gave me a guide well acquainted with the bridle-.
roads, by whom alone I was accompanied. :
I left Sombrerete a little before seven, on the
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morning of the 16th December, and being admirably
mounted, I reached the Hacienda del Cilibizal,
(my first stage,) at half-past eight.

The State of Zacatecas terminates with the ridge
of hills immediately above the valley of the Cala-
bazal; the bajada, (descent,) which is very preci-
pitous, and covered with fragments of rock, is almost
impassable for carriages, and even on horseback,
occasions considerable delay. Below, a plain com-
mences, which extends, with little interruption, as
far as Miilérds, (seven leagues,) onme of the most
valuable Haciendas in the State of Durango. Its
“ Estancias” (stations) for breeding cattle are very
extensive, and it possesses upon the banks of a river
never entirely dry,* tierras de labor, which, from the
command of water, might be rendered extremely pro-
ductive. The “ Ranchos de Mescal” alone are let
for fifteen and twenty thousand dollars per annum ;
and from the Mezquite woods belonging to the
estate, the town of Sombrerete is supplied almost en-
tirely with fuel. But the system of management is
bad; the breed of horses and mules, for which the
Hacienda was once famous, has been allowed to go

4 Er‘fg’li:hmen will probably be amused at this being pointed
out as a remarkable quality in a river ; but those of Mexico are
even more uncertain than the rivers of Spain, and there, I recol-
lect, that on the morning when the present Queen entered
Madrid, an order was issued for watering the bed of the

Manzanares, lest Her Majesty should be incommoded by the
dust. '
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to decay ; and not half the quantity of grain is raised
that might be produced.

The wood, or ¢ Monte” of Muleros, consists ex-
clusively of three species of trees, called Tdscaté,
Guisaché, and Mézqfﬁté, the last of which grows
there to a size such as I had not before seen.

I left the Calabazal twenty minutes before nine,
and reached Graseros, (an Estancia, or Rancho, be-
longing to Muleros,) at a quarter-past ten.

From thence to the Hacienda of San Quintin, the
stage is long, and the latter part very fatiguing,
For some leagues the road runs through a conti-
nuation of the Mezquite forest, which commences
near Miulérds, but traverses the lands of several
other Haciendas. In this the country is level, and
the road good; but about three leagues from San
Quintin our progress was interrupted by an im-
mense mass of volcanic remains, forming an elevated
ridge or bank, and stretching across the plain to
wards the North-east, with arms or branches ex-
tending in every direction. Towards the West,if
terminates abruptly in a mass of black vesicular
lava, overgrown with cactus and  mezquite, and
totally unconnected with the sandy soil around.
Indeed it was curious to observe how completely
each little patch or accumulation of lava stood iso-
lated in the plain, following the course of the prin-
cipal bank, but looking as if it had just dropped from
the clouds into its present situation.

After threading our iva.y with difficulty through
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this volcanic labyrinth, where we were forced to
check our horses every hundred yards, we at last
came in sight of the Hacienda, the situation of
which is very pleasing. It is surrounded by trees
the poplar, the willow, and the beech, and possesse;
a supply of water sufficient for the irrigation of an
extensive tract of land. The rivers in the North
are in general bordered by two lines of cypresses,
(Sabinos,) which, from the red tinge of their foliage
during the winter months, are visible at a consi-
derable distance. The trees, however, are not so
lofty as those of the South, nor do they ever attain
th.e dimensions of the cypresses in the valley of the
Missisippi, to the East, where the heat and moisture
combined seem to be particularly favourable to their
growth.  In the very midst of the bank of lava
to the South of San Quintin, T passed a barrancz:
(favine) composed of rocks, apparently of quite a
different formation, full of these cypresses, with
a beautiful stream running through it, and a water-
fall, the very sound of which, after my hot ride
Was delightful. Immediately around the Hacienda,
there are enclosures filled with cattle, and vast fields
both of maize and wheat, to all appearance admi-.
tably cultivated. I was sorry to observe, however
the same wretched hovels serving as abodes for th;
tenantry, which had struck us, by creating so un-
Pleasing an’ impression, in the vicinity of the Jiral,
and other great Haciendas. ’
Ldid not reach San Quintin till past one o’clock.
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From thence to Chichdmolli, where I arrived at
half-past two, we found the same difficulty in ad-
vancing, on account of several ramifications of the
great bank of lava. The Hacienda is situated near
a river, the course of which, designated by a double
line of Sabinos, we had traced for a long time wind-
ing along the foot of the hills which surround the
valley. It is the same stream that traverses the
plain of Durango, and runs from thence, by the Villa
del Nombre de Dios, and the Mézqiiital, towards
the rivers of Jiliscd, with one of which it is sup-
posed to incorporate itself, and to continue its course
towards the Pacific. -
" In one hour after leaving Chéchdmolli I reached
the Rancho del Aréndl, where my last relay of horses

was stationed. From thence to Durango the roal
It runs almost uninterruptedly across
a level plain, which, if supplied with water, would
be equal in fertility to the richest portions of the

is excellent.

Mexican territory. The corn-lands, (fields, from
their extent, I cannot call them,) of the Hacienda
of Niibdicoyan, close to which you again cross the
river on a bridge of stone with high narrow arches,
are really beautiful ; and, on the opposite side, the
maize crops of Santa Ana, and other Haciendas,
are equally luxuriant. Nibiicoyan is supplied with
water from a “ presa,” or dam, constructed at a con-
siderable distance up the river hy the former pro<
prietors of the Hacienda, from whence it is conducted
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by canals to every part of the estate
establishment for irrigation is said :‘,o
100,000 dollars.
: h’ii;l;le c:ntra.l parts of the valley, (La Vega,) to
water cannot be conve ed, are. :
the Meezq.uite, which extends);lmost toa?l?: d:z(si :;'
.the tf)wn, In the immediate vicinity of Whifh th
18 a little cultivation, Durango, or, as it ha l)ere
:‘nore r(?cently entitled, in honour of the Pressicleee!:1
La Ciudad de Victoria,” (the city of Victoria )nis,
:;:ltl (;;o great advantage from the road. It i; si-
emzmiil;z:;:rt hto th;}l Northern than the Southern
. - ¢ valley, with a little 1i i
:1::: background, and the famous tllfoinlt;ozflt:lfs
v ﬂ]:i}l Cerro del I\f;’ércﬁdc“:», at a little distanc;
e e gates. Iamved in sight of the town at
; ﬁ-‘ias; four -o’cl-ock, and should have reached it
- t;v. ylcontlnulng at the same pace; but I was
i ;taz:aglgs from ?he gates byvthe Governor
! €, Uon Santiago Vics y Ortiz, and the
b_,‘)';lla’;.l'fy V:}?;?nm?t;izntl,)eDo? Joaquin Ayestaran, to
| . en furnished with ]
I;tl‘oductlon by General Victoria, and in the?:'tf:a(;f
_8 Proceeded slowly, and did not reach the G
nor’s house till dusk. et
th:sfethe hospitality and kindness of this gentleman,
il guels]t I beca.me for two days, I cannot easily
- N;:f .f Grfztlﬁed 'by my curiosity respecting
, of which he is a native,

The whole
have cost

he gave me every
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assistance in acquiring information, and introduced
me, during my stay, at his own table, to almost every
person at all calculated to afford it.

Durango-may be considered as the first place in
the Mexican territories in which the importance of
this most valuable portion of the Republic is duly
appreciated. To the inhabitants of the Southern
and Central Provinces, every thing north of Zaca-
tecas is a terra incognite ; and the traveller is sur-
prised, after passing this Ultima Thule of civilization,
(well deserving the appellation in as far as its own
merits are concerned,) to find an improvement in the
manners and character of the in'habitants, for which,
from the prejudices of their countrymen, he is per-
fectly unprepared. Durango, where this change first
becomes visible, may be regarded as the key to the
whole of the North, which is peopled by the descend-
ants of a race of settlers from the most industrious
provinces of Spain, (Biscay, Navarre, and Catalonia,)
who have preserved their blood uncontaminated by
any ‘cross with the aborigines; and who, with this
purity of descent, (of which they are justly proud,)
retain most of the primitive habits and feelings of
their forefathers. They have much of the loyaltf

and generous frankness for which the old Spanish
character was formerly celebrated; great natural

politeness, and considerable activity both of mind»,an({
body, with a spirit of enterprise, which, now that the
bonds are removed by which it has hitherto been

confined, will, in a very few years, give to the North
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of Mexico a great and preponderating influence
Theﬁe characteristics extend, with some Iocal modi:
fications, to the inhabitants of the whole country for-
merly. de.nominated the Western Internal Provinces
(P.rovmaas Internas Occidentales), which now com-
prise the States of Durango, Chihuahua, an-d Sonor:
an(.i (’-Iinaloa (forming one State), with the « Terria
tories” of New Mexico and Californias, In a]| 0;‘
thes.e the white population Predominates, and the
Indu.ms, where any remain (as in Sonora), continué
unmn.ced with their conquerors, residing in towns
and V}Ilages of their own (as the Mayo tribes), or
tiiove;"mg (like the Apaches and other barbamus,na-
dons) around the sett] seeki . i
B Ct:d lands, seeking a precarious
‘ South of Chihuahtia: few of the aborigines are to
be found, except ‘in the Bolson de Mipimi, which
comfx.mnicates with the Indian hunting-lands in C§-
hdhiiila and Texas, tenanted by the COmafichds and
other Indios Bravos,* who occupy the whole e:f the
Unsettled country between the Rio Bravo del Norte
@d the frontiers of the United States, In Durango
ﬂlel_'e is hardly a single individual of the  copper-
?Ql?ured race. At the time of the Conquest they all
md North upon the advance of the whites ;. and
although some tribes of more settléd habits remained

- 1 Sonora and Cinaloa, the gteat mass of the Indjan

* . .
" All the tribes which held no communication with the mis-

sionari . g
naries on the frontxfer, but maintained an independent exist-
énce, were thus designated.
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population took refuge in the vic?nity of theu:llt\;er
Gila, where it still retains -poss;sssm;; rz: i:e((lroalmozt,
i ing three centuries, ha
lelliizl,vdg:;fﬂored. Of the lands f'orm(.erly tlen.at}lltesd
by the;n, distinguished both by t](;elr rlr:reé;l nr;'c a{; é
rapidly increasing trade w oo
?ll:;l ]l;isth;ndizs, gf which the ports of Miza.t,lan :;(:
Guaymas are the seat, I shall en_dea.vnur. t(? gics a2
description under their new tt.EI‘I‘ItUI"Ial d1v1?10n,driaih
ring my readers for many highly mterest:.ni deb a
to a journal with which I have been fllIT‘I;S f‘e zhe
gentleman who has very recently returne rorln 3
" North of Mexico, and who is ah.nost the O]I:.'_II yrd
reigner, with the exception c-)f Ll.eutenant a S:-,
who has hitherto visited the 1nte.r10r o.f Up}})lere o
nora, or at least resided a sufficient tlmedt ercuﬁ-
acquire a knowledge of the resources and pe
it he country. &
an;flsl:lf :c:ommence with Durango, the most soutt;
ern of the Internal Provinces, and the only lc:nesl
which my own observations extende.d, much &
should have rejoiced to give them a wider .ranfe;lbmi
The capital of the State of Durango, is si uThe
sixty-five leagues to the north-west of Zacatf«:—.’:c]z:s. "
population of the town is 22,(.)00 ;. that of t teofﬂle
175,000. Both the city of Vlctomt aud_ mi’os; Mﬁﬁ;
other towns of Durango, (Tdmastls, S‘ianor}; o
mi, San Dimas, Canelas, Cuencame, &c.). take i
origin from the mines. Before the dlscov':gﬂge
those of Guarisiméy, Victoria was a mere ilag
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(Pueblo Ranchero), which, as late as 1783, contained
only 8,000 inhabitants, The great streets, the
Plaza Mayor, the theatre, and all the principal pub-
lic edifices, were huilt by Zdmbrang, who is supposed
to have drawn from hjs mines at San Dimas and
Guarisimey, upwards of thirty millions of dollars,
The towns of Villa del Nombye de Dios, San
Juan del Rio, and Cinco Sefiores
almost the only citieg
mines.

de Nazis, are
in the State unconnected with
The two first are supported by an extensive
trade in vino Mescal, (a sort of brandy, distilled
from the Maguey, or American aloe ;) the last, by
the large cotton plantations, upon the banks of the
niver Nazas, from which the manufacturers of Sal-
tillo, San Luis, and Zacatecas, draw their supplies.
The cotton, according to the slovenly practice of the
tountry, is not picked and cleaned upon the spot,
but is brought, when gathered, to Durango, where it
B separated from the seeds, It sells there, however,
Rotwithstanding this addition to the freight, for one
dollar the arroba, of 251bs.

Durango has no manufactures.  Its riches consist
entirely in mines and agricultural produce, which
last is 5o considerable, that the lands already brought
into. cultivation are supposed to be sufficient for the

| Spport of a population five times as large as that of

the State now is. The Haciendas, however, are, at

Present, upon too extensive a scale to he well ma-
Daged ; an evil, for which the Congress, by abolishing
Mtails, hopes to provide a remedy.
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Most of the estates of Durango are devoted.to
breeding horned cattle, mules, and sheep,. of wl.uch
last 150,000 are sent every year to the Mexican
market. The Hacienda de la Sarca alone possesses
a stock of 200,000 sheep, and 40,000 mules and
horses. That of Ramos, (which consists of fEu' htum-
dred sitios,) has 80,000 sheep; that ofu _Guuatima})e
40,000 oxen and cows. The valley of 1.)()21“33, aga.m,
(about fifteen leagues Hast of the capital,) contz.ups.
nothing but corn-lands. It is watered by a river
which runs through the centre of thelvalley, and‘ on
the banks of this river are nine Haczenda.s de trzgq,
(corn estates,) in immediate succession, which s.upply.
the capital with flour, of the very best quality, a:t
from six to eight dollars the fanega. |

The natural advantages of Durango are nfat yet
fully turned to account. ~Sugar might })e cultivated
to any extent in the valleys of the .Slerra Mad're,r
where water abounds, and climate might almost be
selected at pleasure; but it is, at present,'b.rought‘
from the valley of Cuerndvaci, at a dis’sance of 2'50
leagues. It sells, of course, at -an enormous prfce,
five dollars per arroba, and, in'a moment of scarmtjf

ises to ten. .
Oﬂ;:d];:o and coffee might likewise be . ‘reckoned
amongst the natural productions of the soil. - They

are found wild in the barrancas of the Sierra Madres

but no attention is paid to them. -
Iron abounds within a quarter of a league of the
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gates of Durango. The Cerro  del Mercado is en-
tirely composed of iron ores, of two distinct qualities,
(crystallized and magnetic,) but almost equally rich,
as they both contain from sixty to seventy-five per
cent. of pure iron. The operation of smelting these
ores is attended with considerable difficulty. It is
not understood in the United States, in England, or
Silesia, where ores of from twenty to twenty-five per
cent. are those in common use; and an iron-foun-
dery lately set up by two natives of Biscay, (Messrs.
Urqitiigi and Ardchéviili,) upon the banks of the
river, twenty leagues from Durango, has failed from
the want of a knowledge of the proper mode of
treating the ores. The adventurers are likewise
cramped in their operations by the smallness of their
capital. - A Hacienda has been built in a situation
where there is both water for machinery, and an
abundant supply of timber and charcoal ; but as the
proprietors do not possess the means of constructing
aroad for carts, (although, from the nature of the
ground, it might be accomplished with a very incon-
siderable outlay,) the conveyance of the ores on
mules to the reduction works materially diminishes
the profits of the speculation. With regard to the
difficulty of working them, it might undoubtedly be

overcome, as, from the affinity of the iron of El Mer-

cado to that of Danemora, Swedish forgemen would

understand the nature of the process at once.

. The Constitution of Durango is framed in a very
¥OL, 1L 20
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liberal spirit. The religious Article,* although ' it
declares the Roman Catholic religion to- be:that of
the State, does not exclude the public or private
exercise of any other ; and there is reason to believe,
that it was purposely worded in this manner, in
order to facilitate the introduction of a more tolerant’
system, as soon as the general laws of the Federa-
tion should allow of it. .

By Auticle X. great facilities ‘are promised to
strangers, who wish to be naturalized in the State.

Article’ XIII. abolishes. entails, and titles: of no-
bility.

Article XVI. prohibits slavery, and declares free,
whatever slaves were found in the State, at the period
of the publication of the Constitution.

The Congress consists of two Chambers, contain-
ing eleven deputies, and seven senators. Their sala-
ries are small, and corifined to: the actual duration of
the sessions. < The whole expences: of the State do
not exceed 100,000 dollars per annum. i

The Legislature has passed many good and use-
ful laws, and has seconded by its influence the exer-
tions of the Governor, wha appears to have displayed
the most laudable activity: in every branch of the
administration. He has established, principally at

his own expence, a printing-press, (never before seen

in Durango,) the Mint, the Casa del Apartado,

* Article XI. “The Religion of the State is, and shall ever
be, the Roman Catholic, which is that adopted by the Federa-

tion.”
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(in W¥1ich the process of separating the gold fro
the s1.Iver, i bars containing both, is- carried onm
a glass manufactory, a tannery, and the Fabrica d’g
Tabac.cos; from all of which the State is beginning
to derive great advantages. The police of the towng
formerly much neglected, was, in 1826, extrem !,
well organized, and' robberies almost un’lmown 5 en{
consequence ‘of'a law* passed at the sugges’tion’ of
thfe Governor, by which the ' tribunals were directed
toconclude the legal proceedings, in every icase of
robbery, within the term of three days.
~ The revenues of Durango are the same as those
of the other States. The contingent amounts to
75,000 dollars, the whole of which had been pu
tug]ly paid up to January 1827, il
“The produce of the Alcavalas, under the Spanish
government, (when twelve, instead of six per cent
was exacted,) seldom exceeded 22,000 dollars : but;
under the new system, it has risen to 80,00(’), in
;::set;q.[uence of the judicious improvements intro-
.-Tobacco produced, in the year 1826, only 25,000
dollars, but both in this, and in the other hran,ches '
of the revenue, a rapid improvement was expected
'"T‘rade was ' increasing, and the advantages of 't].IE'
pﬁ.‘s}ent institutions, in' this respect, were beginnin
to be duly appreciated ; a large proportion  of thi

| Supplies required for the consumption of the State

:’emg. drawn from Cosila and Mazitlan, while the,
tmainder was transmitted from San Luis Potosi, or
¢4
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