MEXICO IN 1827.

SECTION II

ROAD FROM GUANAJUATO TO SAN LUIS POTOSL
—HACIENDA DEL JARAL.—STATE OF SAN
LUIS.—ROAD TO CATORCE, AND MINES OI“
THAT DISTRICT.

WE took leave of Guanajuato and its hospitable
inhabitants on the 20th of November, and conti-
nued our journey towards San Luis Potosi, Wh.i(iﬁ
both Mr, Martin and myself were desirous to visit,
on account of its growing importance as a commer-
cial town. We were likewise anxious to see the
celebrated mining District of Catorce, which is very
little known in Mexico; and notwithstanding the

assurances of the natives, that it would be impossible

for us, with children and a lady of the party,t{?
attempt to cross the country between Catorce and
Durango, where we should find neither house‘s, nor
accommodations of any kind, we were not without
hopes of discovering some direct road to the N.orth.
that would exempt us from that worst of all evils—
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the necessity of passing twice over the same line of
desolate and monotonous country. This we must
have done, had we proceeded from Guanajuato to
Durango by the usual route through Zicitécis and
Sombrérété, by which alone we could hope to reach
Aguas Calientes on our return, where it was our
intention to branch ' off towards Guadalajara and
Valladolid. The appearance of the map was not
indeed encouraging, for there is not a single Rancho
laid down in the whole tract of country that we were

about to traverse ; but Mrs. Ward having resolved

rather to take her chance of bivouacs, and a little
starvation, than to be left hehind until we could
meet her again at Aguas Calientes, we determined
to take our own line, and to trust ‘to Providence to
carry us through. Our horses and mules were
quite refreshed by a week’s rest, and, with the excep-
tion of my little girl, who was still far from strong,
we were all in admirable travelling condition our-
selves; so that we looked forward almost with plea-
sure to the difficulties which we were about to
encounter. :

We left Guanajuato by the gate of Marfil, and
PTOceed'ed to Silao, a “ Pueblo Ranchero,” surround-
ed with maize fields, about four and a half leagues
off, and from thence to the Hacienda de Chichi:
miqi-lﬂlﬁs, situated in a barranca full of Aguacates,
fig-trees, oranges, and magnificent Palma Christi,
The climate was almost ““templado,” for the road
from Silao, which is itself 1,389 feet lowér than
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Mexico, is a gradual slope, and the Hacienda is
protected by surrounding hills. The country about
is beautifully cultivated, and on the plains around I
shot a number of hares, and several wood-pigeons of
a very large and delicate kind.

It was our intention to have proceeded on the
first day to La Tlichiquérd, another Hacienda, stated

to be half-way between Guinijuatd and San Félipg,

in the centre of a ridge of mountains, which can
only be avoided by taking a circuitous route through
Leon. Most fortunately, on making inquiries at
Chichimiquillds, we found so great a difference of
opinion amongst  the natives respecting the distance,
some calling it five, and others fifteen leagues, that
we resolved mot to attempt the passage of the Sierra
without being sure of having daylight enough hefore
us to accomplish it.  On the 21st we set out at a
very early hour, and, after winding for near two
leagues up the bed of a river, full of deep sand and
rocks, we plunged at once into the heart of the
mountains, where our guide soon grew bewildered,
and at mid-day confessed that he no longer knew
where he was. Having ascertained, as well as We

could, the direction in which the Tlachiquera ought

to lie, we toiled on for nine long hours, sometimes
ascending places where the united exertions of all
our men and mules could hardly make the coach

-advance half a mile in an hour ; at others, opening &

passage with our swords through the cactuses and
thorny bushes which obstructed the way; and, o0
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o occasion, traversing a slope so exceedingly pre-
c.1p1tous, that three lassos passed through the car-
riage, and over the roof, with all the strain upon
them, on the upper side, that men and horses could
f:pply, were hardly able to keep the carriage upon
its wheels, or to prevent it from descending into the
valley below. This is the real advantage of the
lasso. As an ordinary mode of drawing, it can
only be used in a country like the Pampas, where you
travsarse a plain of some hundreds of miles in extent:
but 1t. may always be applied on an emergency Wher;
thfa saddle is provided with a ring, or a ;:ommel
suited to the purpose, and it is then of the most
essential service.  Wherever we came to a pass too
steep for our jaded mules to face, we attached
lassos to different parts of the carriage, and, as no
horse. refuses to draw in this manner, by the united
exertions of the party, the obstacle was soon over-
come. We were nearly exhausted, however, with
such continued efforts, and still more by the want
ﬂf.Water,. when Hilario, who had been detached to
.t&kt'% a view of the country from the highest ridge
m-'Slglft, brought us the joyful intelligence that he
had discovered the Hacienda, from which we were
i'::::?r; than two leagues distant. Notwithstand-
¥ la;:eavourable {'eport, we did not reach it till
the‘g r d}lsk, having been twelve long hours upon
%I'olad, without seeing a house or a human being.
biiit qlﬂiculties. were much increased by the impossi-
y of catching any of our fresh mules to supply
2H2
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the place of those who began the day in the coachj
for the country was so covered with Nopales and
loose stones, that it was impossible for the hardiest
lassoer of the party to put his horse into a gallop,
without imminent risk both to the animal and to
himself. - In general we stopped to change at some .
“corral,” or enclosure, into which the loose mules
and horses are driven; but on the road to the Tlachi-
quera such an accommodation was desired in vain.
To compensate this we had the assistance of the
bull-dog, whom I have mentioned as the guardian
of the coach upon the road. The natural ferocity
of this beast had long lain dormant, but it was
roused by the cries of the servants, and joining
them in their pursuit of the mules, he fastened

upon one of the animals by the nose, and in an
instant pinned it to the ground ; nor was it without
great difficulty that he was compelled to relinquish
his hold. From this moment he assumed quite &
new character, and attacked in so wanton a mannér
pigs, and every other creature that came in his waf,
that I was almost glad to lose him, as we did shortly

afterwards, on entering San Luis P6tosi. il

Our accommodations at the Tlachiquera were
exceedingly bad, for there was nothing but the size
of the walls to denote the former importance of the
estate, which was totally ruined during the Revolt-
tion. The Rancho del Vénidits, from which: the
Viceroy Apﬁdﬁcei took his title, in consequence of
the capture of Mina, is in the vicinity of La Tlichi-
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qiierd ; and the whole Sierra was constantly over-
- by parties of Insurgents or Royalists. There
is a fine presa (reservoir) of water, however, im-
mediately below the house, and provisions - were
abundant; but Mrs. Ward was lodged in a barn
:where she was considerably annoyed on the follow:
Ing morning by a mule, that forced its way in
through the shattered door, just as she was be-
ginning her toilet, notwithstanding her vehement
gntreaties that no one would come in. The rest
Of. the party were crowded into one small sala, where
W(? supped first, and then put up our beds, there not
being room for them and the table at the same time.
Nov. 22. We reached Sin Felipé, a town formerly
of some importance, but now in ruins, many of the
-ho.uses being unroofed, while the Adobe walls, de-
prived of their usual coating of white, present a most
desolate appearance. The first four leagueé of the
road from La Tlichiqueri were steep and mountain-
ous, but after crossing a ravine, at a Rancho called
El .Passo de los Arristres, we entered the elevated
Pl"aflns of San Felipe, and continued to traverse them
without interruption for the space of six or seven
leagues. I never saw any thing so extraordinary as
the number of hares in every part of this plain, I
shot f:wo or three after breakfast in some bushes by
the side of the road, and gave them to one of the ser-
F?ﬂts to hang to the pommel of his saddle ; his horse,
ﬁ'lg.htened,with the unusual load, ran away, and I
believe, that without exaggeration, I may say, that
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before he had gone a quarter of a mile, he was driving
fifty hares before him. They put one another up, and

formed altogether a most curious assemblage, as they

scoured along before my startled man, and his still
more startled steed.* ~Three leagues from the Passo
de los Arrastres, there is a large Hacienda called San
Juan de los Llinos, in a very dilapidated state, but
with an abundant supply of water. The * presa”
was covered with ducks, some of which I shot, and
they formed, with the hares, a very comfortable
addition to the slender fare that San Felipe afforded
us; where the venta was tolerably clean, and air-
tight, but meat was not to be obtained, except at
market-hours. |
Nov. 23. From San Felipe to El Jdral, ter leagues.
About two leagues from San Felipe, there is a
ramification of the Sierra Madre to cross, with a
long descent, or mal passo, called El puerto de San
Biirtolo, very inconvenient for carriages, but not
absolutely dangerous ; at least, we did not think so
after La Tlachiquera. The ascent and descent oc:
cupy about three leagues. We breakfasted at the
pueblo de San Birtols, from whence to the Jral
we passed through a succession of vast potreros,
well walled in, and interspersed with fields of Indian

corn.
The Hacienda is seen from a considerable distance

* The servant was an Englishman, and was riding with 2

snaffle bridle. T mever saw a horse succeed yet in runding
away with a Mexican upon him, or with a Mexican bit.
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in the centre of a fine valley, about twelve leagues in
circumference, the whole of which belongs to the
Marques del Jiral, the most opulent landed proprietor
of Mexico, and one of the most eztensive landholders
in the world. Besides the estate of the Jiaral, he
p?ssesses several large Haciendas in Zicitacis, and
his lands extend, with little interruption, as far
North as Sin Mitéo, from whence he takes his
second title. His riches are immense, and proceed
from various sources, According to the data given
me by the Administrador, he has of ganado mayor
y menor, (horned cattle, sheep, and goats,) witl;
horses, and mules, (cavallada, y mulada,) at Sierra
Hermosa, and other places, three millions of live
stock,  Of these, 30,000 sheep are sent annually to
the Mexican market, where they average from twenty
to twenty-four reals, (two and a half and three dol-

 lars) each.

As many goats are slaughtered at the Casa de
Matanza of the Jiral, where tallow (Cebo) is made
from the fat, which sells upon the spot for four and
a ha.If dollars the arroba, and is often retailed in
Mexico at two reals the pound. The skins are
worth six or eight reals each, and are disposed of
to the leather-dressers of Guédildjard and San Luis
Potosi.

* The ratio of increase for wheat in the-valley of

.the_ Jiral is twenty-five to one, a thousand fanegas

?ﬂing the ordinary produce of forty fanegas sown.
2 good year the crop infinitely exceeds this, and:
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has been known to amount to two thousand fanegas.
When converted into flour in the Count’s own mills,
the wheat sells at San Luis (sixteen leagues dis-
tance) for fourteen and fifteen dollars the Carga, of
two fanegas, which are reckoned equivalent to three

hundred pounds.
Maize averages usually from two hundred to two

hundred and fifty for one; but the price, in ordinary
years, seldom rises above twelve reals the fanega.
From five to six thousand arrobas of Chile are
likewise produced in the vicinity of the Jaral. It is
worth, in Mexico, six dollars the arroba, while the
carriage and alcavala are paid with one. -
The great fertility of the valley of the Jiral is due
to the abundant supply of water distributed, appa-
rently with profusion, to every part of the estate,
from an immense “presa,” constructed sixty years
ago by the grandfather of the present Count. - The
front wall of this « presa” is 2,008 varas in length,
and of immense thickness. It intercepts the whole
of the water that descends during the rainy season
from the surrounding mountains.  The basin in
which this water is received, though artificial, has,
from its size, the appearance of a natural lake. It is
surrounded by trees, and is situated about three
leagues to the South-west of the house. Part of the
road lies; as usual, through uncultivated land, and

part through vast fields of maize; but the tempe-

rature of the valley formed an agreeable contrast t0
the cold which we had experienced in crossing thé

high plains between La Tlichiquerd and the Puerto
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dé Sin Birtolo; and the sight of any thing like
water or vegetation was delightful, after the deserts
which we had passed, covered with broken rocks,
the cactus, and dwarf palms. I rode to the reservoir
on one of the Count’s horses, not of the old breed,
for which the Hacienda was celebrated before the
Revolution, (for that has become almost extinct,) but
spirited, and with high, though easy action.

Nothing could be more hospitable than our re-
ception at the Jdral, with the exception of the
absence of the master, who either from shyness, or,
as it was alleged, from urgent business, left the
Hacienda with his family the day before our arrival,
and deputed his Administrador to do the honours.
We found, however, a splendid 'dinner prepared,'and
the whole house thrown open for our accommodation,

with a crowd of servants in waiting to take charge .

of the baggage, and to arrange it in the different
rooms. On the following morning, when, notwith-
standing the solicitations of the Administrador, we
pursued our journey towards San Luis, a mule was
sent with us, laden with a whole sheep, a dozen fowls,
fom' cheeses, a quantity of bread and fruit, and four
b(ittles of a strong spirit called vino Mescal, resem-
bling whiskey in flavour, but extracted from the

Mﬁgﬁey, in a distillery recently established by the
Count.

~ The Jiral is the last place of any note in the
 State of Guindjuats. The village attached to the

Hacienda contains three thousand inhabitants, five
hundred of whom are more immediately “ depen-
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dientes de la casa,” (yearly servants of the family,)
while the rest, though not in permanent annual
employment, derive their subsis?ence from the sam:;
source. The Count’s house, with the cfhurch an
other buildings connected with it, are solid and 511):;-
cious, though by no means magnificent. The pueblo
presents an appearance of wretchedness totallyhun-
worthy of its vicinity to the abodfa of so wez:ilthyta
proprietor : it consists almost entirely of mud huts,
and many of these are in a state of dECfly. B
Nov. 24. From the Jiiral to San Luis Potosi, six-
tee;l:zaf(:la?;,' on leaving the valley of El Jiral, passes
near a large pueblo called El Vall.e de SandFran;
cisco, four leagues from the Hacienda, an ruIlj
from thence to Tierra Blanca three leagues, La
Pila three leagues, Real de los Pozos two, and San
Luis three and a half. La Pila a.nd Lo? Pozos were
formerly amalgamation works, in which the ores
from the mines of the Cerro de San Pedro were ré-
duced. These mines have been abandoned for many
years on account of the extreme poverty of the ores;
which, notwithstanding a * ley de oro,” by mo mea.tllz
inconsiderable, will not defray the expence of v;(:'i :
ing. Eighty thousand dollars were s'pe:’nt ina o
less attempt to bring them into activity ahouto .
years ago; but the heaps of old s.lag t'hat are e
seen at the present day in every direction abf?llh ot
Luis attest their former abundance, as the epltk eﬂ.w
Potosi, bestowed upon the Intendancy, bespeass
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reputation which they at one time enjoyed for
wealth.

The State of San Luis possesses a population of
250,000 souls. The capital, including the *bar-
ios,” or suburbs, which cover a great extent of
ground, contains between fifty and sixty thousand
inhabitants, and it is supposed that as many more
are concentrated within a circle of six leagues in its
immediate vicinity.

The State Congress is composed of fourteen depu-
ties, elected in the proportion of one for each twenty
thousand souls. In ecclesiastical matters San Luis
is dependent upon the Bishoprics of Guiddldjard and
Valladolid, between which the spiritual Jjurisdiction
over its territory is divided.

The revenue proceeds from the same sources as

that of Guiindjuatd, with the exception of the “ Con-

tribucion Directa,” which has mot been tried. It
has proved sufficient to cover, hitherto, the whole
expenditure of the State, as well as its * contingent,”
San Luis, in 1826, not being one dollar in arrears
with the Federation. This is partly owing to the
excellent management of the present Governor, Don
José Tidefonso Diaz de Leon, a man of great activity
and intelligence, and partly to the advantages which
San Luis derives from its situation as the natural
depét for the trade of Tampico, with the Northern
and Western States. Ziicdtecds, Sombrérats, Dii-
Yngs, and Guidilijard already draw from this
Source a large proportion of their foreign imports ;

—
SE L ST

e

T ETE




476 MEXICO IN 1827

and since the building of the new town of Tdmadu-
lipds, which, from being upon a more elevated spot
than the old town (Pueblo Viejo) of Tampico, is
less subject to the vomito, there is every appearance
of a rapid increase in this branch of commercial
intercourse.

The foreign trade of San Luis is, at present, almost
entirely in the hands of Old Spaniards or North
Americans. In 1826, there was not a single French
or English house established there, although France
had appointed a commercial agent to reside in. the
town ; for which office Mr. Martin had selected Don
Ignacio Soria, a very respectable man, and one of
the deputies in the Legislature of the State. The
European imports consisted principally in French
brandies, wines, silks, and cloths ; English hardware
and printed cotton goods ; with some mantas,” or
ordinary cotton manufactures from the United States.
Most of these articles were originally smuggled in,

 through Tampico, in American bottoms ; for, until

the commencement of the year 1825, there wasno
custom-house north of Veracruz; and this advan-
tage rendered competition on the part of the mer-
chants of the Capital, who paid the duties established
by the Tariff, impossible. Prices have risen at San
Luis in proportion as the facilities for smuggling
have diminished; but there are still openings enough
for the contraband trader on a line of coast three
hundred leagues in extent, and there are few arti-
cles of foreign manufacture that may not be pur-
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cha.sed in the North at a price much below that at
Whlch they must be disposed of, had not the nay-
ment of the duties upon them been eluded. . Y":
- In addition to its foreign trade, San Luig supplies

 the neighbouring States of Léon and ChihTili with

home-made goods of various descriptions.  The town

abounds in tailors, hatters, leather-dressers, and

srnithg; a tannery, too, has been lately established
there, ‘and, on a small scale, the whole population
scfems industrious. ~ With the exception of the ca-
pftal, the State contains no large town. It is di-
‘v‘lged .i,r,lio ‘Haciendas, few of which exceed thirty
abdﬂ::ogourt;::xtent, while the general average is

Many of these Haciendas would be valuable from
the extraordinary fertility of the soil, but the want
qf a market renders the agricultural produce a mere
drug Maize sells, in ordinary years, for four and
SIX reals the Fanega, (one, or one and a half dollar
the carga of 300lbs.) and even at this price pur-
chasers are not always to be found. A

In 1826, the dryness of the season had given an

 Unusual value to the stock upon hand, (nearly the

::iiltiale crop of the year being lost,) and maize was
- ;g at .twenty reals the fanega in the vicinity
an Luis, and at thirty, and thirty-six reals near

Catorce, wh
: , Where the demand was great, and the sup-

3 i 1 183

The  Sitio de ganado mayor,” of Mexico
Square of five thousand varas, ,
_m:ilhons of varas,

comprises a
or a superficies of twenty-five
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ply precarious; but this was an event of which
there had not been an example for upwards of
twenty years. It is to the low price of grain in
general that the preference given to breeding es-
tates in the North must be attributed. ~Most of the
Haciendas of San Luis are vast sheep-walks, and
Diiréngd, Zacatecas, and Chihuahiia produce a large
proportion of the mules and horses with which the
Southern States of the Federation are supplied.

One of the most fertile districts of the old Intens
dancy of San Luis Potosi, now divided into four
sovereign States,* was the Valle del Maiz, on the
Eastern declivity of the Cordillera, which separates
the Tierra Caliente from the Table-land. It was
entirely in the hands of Old Spaniards, most of
whom perished during the war, and is at present
abandoned ; but should the project now before the
Congress for rendering navigable the River Tdmiu
ever be carried into execution, the Valle del Maiz
might recover its former importance, as a channel
would be opened for the conveyance of its produce
to the coast.

We passed one whole day at San Luis, (Nov. 25,)
in order to make acquaintance with the principal
inhabitants, and to collect statistical information,
as well as to repair the damage sustained by ouf
travelling equipage, both in the passage of the moun-

tains of La Tlichiqﬁ?:ri, and during a violent storm

# Cohahuila and Texas, New Leon, Tamaulipas, and San Luis.
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by which we had been surprised on our way from
the Jdral. By leaving Mexico so late in the season
we hoped entirely to escape the rains, but as we:
drew towards the North we found evident sym
toms of their prevalence. At San Luis they as:
sured us that they had hardly seen the sun for forty
days, and the swampy state of the country around
flefnonstrated the correctness of the assertion. It
is lml?ossible to conceive any thing mofe trying than
.the discomfort of a Mexican inn under such circum-
stances. Without a fire, and often without a roof
thal.: will exclude water, there is no possibility of
drying the baggage, clothes, or saddles. The poor
?Aorses stand shivering, after a hard day’s journey.
11'1 an open patio, while the paved court, from tht;
Flolence with which the rain descends, is converted
mto a pond, through which you have to wade in
order to pass from one room to another.
; All these delights did we experience on the even.
g of our arrival, and it was with most sincere
Pleasu.re that we found ourselves restored, on the
following morning, to the advantages of a bright
sﬁn and a cloudless sky, which accompanied us after-
Wards during the remainder of our Jjourney The
ys:urd was filled in an instant with bedding, cloaks,
E;Dgzs, and hats, suspended upon lines, and in a
. urs comfort was, to a certain extent, restored.
t.lrfunately the sun had not the power to heal
the injury done by the cold to our mules and horses
of which were rendered useless for several days’
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