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BOOK VI

SECTION 1.

COMMENCEMENT OF JOURNEY TO THE INTE-
RIOR.—STATE OF QUERETARG.—-ZELAYA, THE

BAXIO, GUANAJUATO ; MINES OF THE" TWO

COMPANIES ESTABLISHED THERE. — REVE-
NUES AND RESOURCES OF THE STATE.

ON the morning of the 3d of November, 1826,
having taken leave of all our Mexican friends, most
of whom predicted that we should not extend our
journey North beyond Guanajuato, we bade adieu
t San Cosme, and proceeded by the great Tierra
Adentro road to Huéhtietocd, where we slept. It
Was long since the inn there had opened its gates
to such a cavalcade as ours ; but, bad as the accom-
Modations were, we determined always to stop at
the Ventas, in lieu of private houses, except in places

Where we intended to pass some days, on account of
MOk, 11, 2D
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the inconvenience with which the reception of so
numerous a party must have been attended any-
where else. The inns mostly contain four or five
small rooms opening into the Patio; but in the
Haciendas, where the accommodations consist of one
large sala, which is the only spare room, it is im-
possible to attempt a subdivision of apartments;
and although we had provided for desperate cases,
by carrying with us a large canvass curtain, so con-
trived as to be easily suspended across a room, and
thus, in fact, to make it two, still the number of
females rendered it desirable to have recourse to
this expedient as seldom as possible.

Mrs. Ward was accompanied by two Mexican
maids, who, with the children, occupied a large coach,
drawn by eight mules, which I purchased for the
purpose, of a gentleman recently arrived from Du-
rango. As we shut up house altogether in the

Capital, our whole Mexican establishment attended

us, although with some changes of character, in
order the better to suit them to our purposes upon
the road.  For instance, one of the footmen acted
as postilion, and, with the coachman, took en-
tire charge of the coach; while a lad who had
been employed for some time in the kitchen in
Mexico, appeared in the double capacity of mule-
driver, and cook; in the first of which occupations
he displayed such activity, and: flew about so ra-
pidly in pursuit of the scattered animals entrusted
to his charge, that he soon acquired. from his fellow
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servants the name of El Cohété, (the Rocket,) by
which he was ever afterwards distinguished,

In addition to these, we had three other servants
for house work upon the road; two Arrieros, with
the baggage-mules, and two stable-men to take
charge of the horses ; and although the number may
appear large, yet such were the complicated wants
of the party, the various beds to put up, and un-
make, and the difficulty in obtaining ' provisions
that it was all that our united efforts could accom:
plish to get into marching order at seven o'clock in
the morning, before which time we seldom found it
possible to set out. One man was generally sent in
advance to secure rooms, and to act as purveyor :
this duty devolved upon a fine athletic fellow called

- Hilario, who had served as an artilleryman during

the war of Independence, and who retained enough
of his old military habits to make a most invaluable
avant-courier. Mounted on an excellent horse, he
scoured the country in every direction, and if milk
mmeat, or vegetables, were to be found, we always had,
them for our evening meal. The first was of the
greatest importance to us, as both the children were
toclb young to live upon anything else; the eldest
being only a year and a half old, and the second
Whom her mother was still suckling, hardly ﬁve’
months. As to ourselves, a large hox of preserved
meats, and our guns, ensured us against starvation ;
nor did a day pass, I believe, without our having
hares, quail, or water-fowl of some kind, to add
2D 2
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to the mutton cutlets, and broth, which the prin-
' wns afforded us. :
mp;‘lhtg party consisted of Mrs. Wa.rd, Mr Ma;tm,
the French Consul General in Mexico, with whom
T had been long on terms of intimacy, and wh](;se
agreeable society it was delightful to secure, r(;
Wilson, Mr. Carrington, and myself. We.v&ter
afterwards joined by the messenger' to the Mission,
Don Rafael Beraza, and formed, with our servant;,
a squadron of sixteen men, well mounted and :;rme S,
with eight baggage-mules, and as many loosta orstla] )
which composed the advanced-guard, drwen._ y
the Cohete and the muleteers. The great Mexican
coach followed, of which, when loaded for' the road,
the annexed drawing will give a tolerable idea.

The servants rode next, with their sabres, guns, and
Lassos, all dressed in the leather Ranchéro costume ;
whick, in addition to its convenience in other respects,
had the recommendation of being the cheapest pos-
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sible travelling-dress ;* and we ourselves brought
up the rear, to pick up stragglers, and to keep the
party together. In very bad ground, the order of
march was reversed, and we took the lead ourselves,
in order to examine the Barrancas, (ravines,) and
to ascertain the spot where the carriage could cross
with least damage. In this too Hilario was of the
greatest use, for he had the eye of a hawk, and
having been accustomed to travel with artillery, he
had some idea of the powers of wood and iron, and
knew that there were some things which it was
absolutely impossible for them to bear.  His coun-
trymen in general drive over, or through every thing,
and look excessively surprised when an unfortunate
wheel gives way, (as it usually does,) with a crash,
after surviving trials which it would make an
English coachmaker’s hair stand on end to look at.
I could not imagine, at first, to what the toughness
of Mexican wheels was due, for they are clumsily
put together, and the iron part is composed of sepa-
Tate pieces, instead of forming one compact circle.
But then the whole is so bound up with strips. of
Yaw hide, which contract in the sun, that it will
rather bend than break, and can hardly fall to pieces

- under any circumstances, It sometimes indeed

assumes rather an oval than a circular form, but
this fault corrects itself; the projecting parts are

* 1 paid ten or twelve dollars each for these leather dresses :
a cloth coat, or jacket alone would have cost twenty,
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worn down by the rough and rocky roads; and as to
any little additional motion during the process, it so
seldom falls to the lot of a Mexican traveller to glide
over the country with the sort of even movement
to which Mr. Mac Adam’s labours have accustomed
people in England, that a few jolts more or less are
really not perceptible.

After this description, my readers will not be sur-
prised to hear that none of our party ever entered
the coach as long as they were able to sit a horse;
and that Mrs. Ward, far from finding it a relief,

endeavoured, from the first, to extend her daily rides

until she was enabled to perform nearly the whole
distance on horseback : which she so far accomplished
that she must, I think, have ridden fourteen hun-
dred miles out of the two thousand, to which the
aggregate of our journey may have amounted.
Between a passo horse and a carriage, on such roads,
it is impossible to hesitate, except when the sun is
so powerful as to render the protection of a roof
desirable, and this, in the winter months, on the
Table-land, is not often the case. The dust, which
is at times exceedingly distressing when riding,
cannot be avoided: it had the effect of making us
extend our line of march considerably ; and, ona
windy day, there was often a space of nearly half a

mile between the head and rear of the column: the

necessity for this increased as our live-stock aug-

mented, which it did prodigiously upon the road;
for when we got into the breeding countries, where
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horses and mules were cheap, we made new pur-
chases in order to relieve our tired animals, and
entered Mexico on our return with fifty-six l;easts
of diiferent kinds. - We often amused ourselves with
fancying the sensation which the appearance of our
caravan would have excited in Hyde Park, or Long-
champs ; where the wild horses and mulesf, and the
serYants driving them at a gallop with the lassos
whirling round their heads,—the guns, and pistols
c'ante'ens, and camp-beds, carga-mules, and coach ill’
size like a Noah’s ark, perambulating, by some ’ac-
cident, the land, instead of the waters, with festoons’
of Tasajo, (dried strips of beef sold by the yard,)
and handkerchiefs full of onions and tortillas a;-
tached to different parts of it by the servants,—
wou!d have formed a curious contrast to the n,eat
chariot and four, with patent lamps and liveried at-
tendants, in which the preparations for a Jjourney in
Europe usually consist. Nor would the night-scenes
have appeared less singular, with the packsaddles
and ihorse-accoutrements arranged in rows under the
corridor ; the arms of the servants suspended near
them ; the horses picketed around, and the mule.

teers stretched on the ground by the side of a large
fire, cooking their mess for the night in a commfn
ket.tle, or preparing their beds under the coach
WhiCl} served as a general place of rendezvous’
Chi.iplfzﬁ, the Indian nurse, used to superintend tht;
l;uhnary operations of this group; and often have

séen her, before daylight, bending over the fire,
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and concocting a kettle of Atolli, or Champorada,*
with the child slung to her back in the Indian
fashion, and exposed to the bracing cold of the
morning air, which is not dispelled until the sun
gets well above the horizon, at nine or ten o’clock.
The little. creature seemed to thrive upon this sys-
tem, and as all was confusion within at that hour,
the servants heing busy in making up the loads, and
her mother occupied with the care of her less healthy
sister, we generally let her take her chance. s

At nine or ten o’clock, according to the distance,
we stopped at some Rancho to breakfast, or sate
down wherever there was shade, and pulque, or a
little ‘water, to eat the provisions which we had
brought with us. ' Milk we often obtained at this
hour, when we laid in the provision for the 'day,
which kept admirably, notwithstanding the sun and
the motion of the coach, in ‘bottles filled. till they
overflowed, and then corked up. I did not find this
to be the case with the milk and cream which I had
brought with me from England ;1 for the cases not
being quite full, we generally found, on opening
them, that their contents had been converted, by the
trot of the mules, into butter; in which state, how=
ever, they furnished, occasionally, a very agreeable
addition to our fare. After breakfast, which lasted
hut a short time, we proceeded, without farther in-

* A composition prepared with chocolate, maize, and water.
+ 1t is made up in little tin' cases hermetically sealed, and is
very useful on a voyage. ‘
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terruption, to our resting-place, wherever that might
be. " The mules and horses were then relieved from
their loads, and driven to water, and to bathe, where
there was any river near, after which they enjoyed
their rest and food during the remainder of the day.
At four in the morning, the lassoing and saddling
beg:an ; for as the beasts were all loose in the patio,
or in some immense stable, (where stabling was to be
procured,) there was no other mode of securing them.
This operation, in which my young companion Car-
rington, (who became very expert in the use of his
lasso,) generally distinguished himself, occupied a
ceqple of hours, after which the cargas were assigned
?:o‘ the different mules, the rest of the luggage affixed
to the coach, and the whole party gradually put into
motion. We lost a great deal of time during the
first two or three days, from the want of a syste-
matic mode of proceeding, the servants being new
to.their work ; but as soon as they learned how to
distribute it most conveniently, each took his own
line 5 and, as we all assisted in making up the pack-
ages, it was curious to see the rapidity with which
the rooms reassumed their desolate appearance after
being enlivened for a time with a few symptoms of
European civilization. I have seen a bed dismount-
ed, rolled up, and transferred to a mule’s back in less
than five minutes, so that. all our little comforts, in
fact, created no material delay. There are few
ladies, however, who would have had strength and
resolution enough to give so good an example in
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this respect as Mrs. Ward; for it was dreary W('Jl‘k
getting up, day after day, two hours before sunrise,
and sitting for one hour at least in a cold room,
wrapped up in a manga or a buffalo-skin, with a poor
little sick child to take care of, while all the com-
plicated arrangements of packing and loading were
going on. In December we had a hard f?c?st almost
every night ; and as there was no possibility of get-
ting a fire of any kind within doors, there was little
warmth or comfort to be obtained before the sun
rose; and though we knew that we should be
scorched afterwards, we have often hailed its ap-
pearance as a real relief. From the scarcity. of
rooms, Mrs. Ward, the two children, and the maids,
were usually quartered together; Mr. Martin and.I
slept in another apartment ; the rest of the party in
a third ; while if a fourth could be procured, which
was not often the case, it served to hold the can-
teen and supper apparatus, after which the servants
crowded into it for the night, with a saddle and a
Serap&* each for a bed. The muleteers and Chance,
(the terrier, of whom honourable mention has been
already made,) were most luxuriously provided for
amongst the packsaddles : the coach was confided to
the guardianship of a large bull-dog, with whose
ferocious looks the natives were much alarme.d;
while in the interior of the rooms, a white terrier
of my own, who accompanied me in all my traveis,

* The Serape is the woollen blanket (of home manufacture)
worn by the lower orders as a  manga” for riding.
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supplied the place of the fastenings, with which
no Mexican door is ever provided. We generally
found, when Hilario had been successful in his cater-
ing, a large mess of meat stewing down upon our
arrival.  To this we added the game collected upon
the road, which was usually sufficient to furnish not
only ourselves, but the servants with an ample meal.
At six or seven o'clock we sate down, where seats
could be procured or manufactured, to our homely
repast, and at eight we were glad to take refuge
from the cold in bed.

After this general outline of our proceedings, I
shall give an account of our route, with some of our
little difficulties and distresses, the nature of which
may be more clearly understood by a reference to
the Map of Routes annexed to this volume, in which
the whole journey is laid down in red, with the
mountains and other obstacles by which our pro-
gress through some parts of the country was im.

_ peded. It contains, likewise, the States through

Wwhich we passed ; and although it does not include
the towns in those States that we did not actually
visit, still it conveys an idea of théir relative position
and extent, (the boundaries being correctly traced,)
and will therefore form a necessary addition to any
statistical information that it may be in my power to
communicate.

On the 4th of November, we proceeded over ten
leagues of desert and barren country to Tula, a
small town, in the vicinity of which there is a bridge
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over the river Tula, or Moctezuma, and some. fine
fields of maize. The Church is  curious, having
been constructed at the time of the Conquest as a
military position, with lofty walls, unbroken by
windows, and surmounted by little turrets, which
give it more the appearance of an old castle, than
of a building consecrated to Divine worship. There
is another church of a similar appearance at Jdlapd,
and Mr. Martin thought that they both resembled
some of the old churches ‘built by the order of the
Templars, in France.

Nov. 5.—We reached Arrdyé Sarcd after tra-
velling ten hours over a road covered with lava,
and rocks of volcanic origin: parts of it were so
bad as to make the progress of the coach exceed-
ingly slow, and we did not reach the Meson till after
dusk in the evening. - We found it so very small
and bad, that we were compelled to seek a night’s
lodging in a neighbouring Hacienda belonging to Re-
villa, the proprietor of the German mines at Chico.
His steward received us with much civility, and
“made over to us the two only disposable rooms.
One of them was mearly full of maize, but Mr.
Martin and I found a vacant spot to erect our beds,
while our companions spread their mattresses upon
the Indian corn, which they assured us, in the morn-
ing, formed a most comfortable couch, as it accom=
modated itself to the shape of the body. The lands
belonging to the Hacienda are nine leagues in extent;
and are very valuable, from their vicinity to the
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Capital. The crops had fallen off considerably in
corllsequence of the destruction of the Presas, (reser-
voirs of water,) during the Revolution; but the
proprietor having been enabled by his contract. with
the German Company to repair ‘them, it is expect-
ed that the returns from the estate will again be
very large.

N-ov. 6.—The road to Sin Jaan d& Ri6 is one
continued descent from Arr(")y(”) Sarced, for about
tlirtie leagues, when you reach the Llano del Ciizi-
dérd, so called from a great hunting-party given
there by one of the Viceroys, (Don Antonio de Mén-

d(')zz”t,) in which hundreds of deer, hares, and rabbits

were. killed. Our coachmen descended the hill, as
Mexicans always do, at full gallop, and drove on
at the same pace across the plain, until they were
stopped by discovering that one of the fore-wheels
had been on fire so long ‘that the whole nave was
gone, and the wheel itself rendered utterly useless.
We were five leagues from Arrdy6 Sarcd when this
happened, and seven leagues “from Sin Jian: the
sun .was excessively powerful, and there was neither
Hacienda nor Rancho within a reasonable distance
at which we could hope either to deposit the child-
Teh, or to get our damages repaired. We were
th.erefore forced to leave them with the coach in th(;
middle of the plain, and to ride on to Sin Jian
from whence we despatclied a mule with a nev;
Wheel, which we succeeded with some difficulty in
Procuring.  'We reached the town, where we for-




