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which preceded the Aztecs in- their emigration to-
wards the South, the exact nature of the rites to
which it was dedicated can only be conjectured. It
may have served for the performance of human
sacrifices in the sight of the assembled tribe ; or as
a place of defence in the event of an unexpected

attack :—perhaps the two objects were combined;

for, in the siege of Mexico, the most obstinate re-
sistance was made in the vicinity of the great tem-
ple, (which resembled in form, though not in size,
the Teocallis of Cholili and Tébtihudcan,) from
the summit of which the priests are said to have
encouraged the warriors by whom the great stair-
case and platform were defended.

The view from the Pyramid of Cholaili embraces
the three great: Volcanoes, and the Miilinché, with
a finely cultivated country covering the interven-
ing space. The town of Choluld lies immediately
below the platform, reduced, like the rival State of
Tliiscald, which is separated from it by the Milinché,
to a mere shadow of its fornier greatness; but still
indicating, by the size of its Plaza, the extent of
ground which  the city formerly covered. The fer-

tility of the plain- around is very great, as from the

vicinity of the two great mountains Pdpdcitepétl,
and Istiiccihuitl, a constant supply of water for irris
gation can be obtained: it abounds in Haciendas
de Trigo, (Corn estates,) many of which, in good
years, are said to produce Wheat in the proportion
of eighty to one to the seed. This fertility termis
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nates a little beyond San Miirtin, where the passage

of the mountains, that separate La Puebla from
Mexico, commences. '

Cortes, on his ‘march towards Mexico, opened a

road for his army between the two mountains, but
this 'has long been abandoned, and the line of com-
munication now passes to the East of Istiiccihuitl,
where, though the ground is very rugged, and in
one 'part, (the Birranci de Juands,) attains the
height of 10,486 feet, carriages are nevertheless able
to pass.  From San Martin, which is seven leagues
“from La Puebla by the. direct road, to the Venta
de Té&méliicds, (about three leagues,) the ascent is
very gentle, amounting only to 557 feet: but in the
next four leagues, which extend to Rio Frio, and
the Birranci de Juands, there is a difference of
2,219 feet.

From the summit of the Barranca to the Valley 7
of Ténochtitlan, or Mexico, there is a gradual de-
.scent, which becomes almdst imperceptible on reach-
g the Venta de Chalcd, whére Humboldt found
the elevation to be exactly the same as that of San
Martin on the opposite side of the i'ange, viz. 7,711
feet. ‘

Nothing can be finer than the first view of the
Valley of Mexico as it bursts upon you from a little
above the Venta de Cordovdd, with all its lakes,
rocks, villages, and Haciendas, scattered around the

. Capital in one vast basin. It is impossible not to

be struck with so magnificent a scene.
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We had been detained too long in crossing the
mountains, to attempt to reach Mexico on the even-
ing of the 24th, and we accordingly took up our
quarters for the night at the Hacienda de la Buena
Vista, which, unlike many other Haciendas with
names of equal promise, we found fully deserving
of its appellation, from the beauty of its situation.
It is just far enough within the range of mountains
to render their outline distinctly visible, while it
is sufficiently elevated above the valley to give the
eye a very extensive range. All the best rooms of
the-house were, as usual, placed at our disposal ;
so that up to the last moment of our journey there
was no diminuticn of those attentions, of which we
had been the object from its commencement. In
recording them I cannot be suspected of vanity, for
_they were not shown to me as an individual, but
were intended to mark the feelings which the Mex-
icans, in general, entertain towards the country
which I had the honour of representing; and most
sincerely do I hope that those feelings may long
remain unchanged. sty

On the morning of the 25th of March, we reached
the Capital. We were met about two leagues from
the gates by a number of English residents, not
one of whom, with the exception of Mr. Ruperti,
was éstablished in the country at the time of my
first visit, and their presence was alone sufficient

to indicate the improvements which I was called
upon, at almost every step, t0 remark. Not a house
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was unopcupied, and the busy activity of the streets
formed an agreeable contrast to their melancholy
aspect in January 1824, ‘

Indeed, from the moment that I landed, I had
been struck with the progress which, in one year.
the country had made. There was everywhere ar;
app.earance of more settled habits, more subordi-
nation amongst the military, and more respect for
the' civil authorities ; while the long files of mules
which we continually passed on their way from the
.Coast to the Capital, afforded evident proofs of an
fncrt'ease of activity in trade. In the town of Mex-
ico 11; was already difficult to'procure a tolerable
hmfse, without paying a Traspaso* the amount of
which - competition had rendered enormous. = In
good situations I have known eight, ten, twelve
and even twenty thousand dollars paid, in m'de:j
to. obtain possession of nothing but bare walls and
windows, with the probability of being obliged to lay
out half as much more in order to make the house
secure and habitable. In 1823, one fifth part of
the sum would have been sufficient.

The distance from Ri§ Fri6 to the Venta de Cor-
d'ova is five leagues; from thence to the Capital
eight. The Hacienda of Buena Vista lies about
h;fdf a league out of the direct road. The whole
distance from La Puebla to Mexico may be taken

* .
. A '-I‘raspaso is a fine paid by the tenant, for which he is
. recewfe a compensation on giving up the house, not from
€ proprietor, but from the person who succeeds himself.
VOL. 11, i
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at 27 leagues, or 70 English miles. By slfzeping at
Rio Frio, the journey may be divided into two
fatiguing days; but without a change of mu!es flt
the Venta de Cordova it is not easy to accomphs.h it.
On horseback, the time employed depends entirely

upon the number of relays. i
In January 1826, on Mr. Morier’s return from

England with the second Treaty, circurflstances
occurred which made me particularly desirous T.o
see him before his arrival in the Capital ;'and in
order to accomplish this with the least possible lolss
of titne, I stationed my own horses at proper _dls-
tances upon the road. The first was placed at' Istd-
piliici, the second at Rio Frio, and the third at
San Martin, while a .fourth_carried me the seven
leagues from San Cosme to Istdpiliicd. I left the
gates of Mexico at half past seven o’clock, and
reached General Calderon’s house in La Puebl.a at
a quarter past three, having accomplished the jour-
ney, without difficulty, in eight hours and 'a quarter,
although, from the nature of the ground, it was n?t
supposed that the distance could be performed in
so short a time. I remained at La Puebla three
days, Mr. Morier’s arrival there having been unex-
pectedly delayed, and _retumed on the fou.rth to
Mexico, in rather less time than before, being not
quite eight hours upon the road.
qm];uringg my shortpstay at La Puebla in 1826, I lzad
an opportunity of observing the improvements.whlch
General Calderon’s exertions had effected in the
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appearance of the population. The State Congress
had been induced by him to pass a law, by which

every Lepero found naked or begging in the streets

was condemned to lahour at the works, which were
undertaken by the Government for the improvement
of the town, for the term of one month, at the end
of which he was set at liberty, and provided with
a decent dress, with the offer of employment if he
chose to work, and the certainty of a double penalty
if he relapsed into his former habits.

This law, which was most rigorously enforced at
first, produced a wonderful effect ; and, as it was
accompanied by the introduction of an excellent
night police, it soon freed La Puebla from the
swarms of vagrants, by which it had been previously
infested; and substituted order and decency for
the disgusting licence, which prevailed amongst the
lower classes at the period of my first and second
visits.

I 'was present at the meeting of the State Legis-
lature of La Puebla, which, though on a small scale,
Wwas conducted with all the formality that accom-
Panies the opening of the Sessions of the General
Congress in the Capital. In both, a general exposé
of the state of affairs is made ; and this in the States,
may be considered as the first step towards a regular
system of statistics; for the Governor's report em-
braces all the details of the new territorial division,
and enumerates the Towns, Pueblos, and Ranchos,
comprehended in the territory, with an estimate

T 2
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of their population and resources. . I was mn::-
pleased with the eagerness with which many qu -
tions of local importance were discussed at Gen::)rrs
Calderon’s table, where I met most of the. mem ere
of Congress on the day that the ses.smns .went

opened. | They were chiefly landfad proprletor; ; Iih ;
perhaps, of very refined education, (for, un e1: -
guardianship of Spain, there were fev.v Mexica :
to whom that advantage was not deme-d,) but o

much simplicity of manners, and possessing a p;'rl(;
tical knowledge of the evils, by the removal of whic

their own interests could be best promoted.

The most important question that has yet corEe
before the Legisiature of La Puebla, hfzs been ; e
claims of the Church for the arrears of interest -mi
on money lent on mortgage, to the I.anded Pr}t}){:l'll:
tors of the State, before the Revolution, whic :1
have been prevented from paying'b.y the gener
ruin of their estates during the cm.l war. PFrl?lz:
the great influence of the Cl{urch in La. u:fi t(;
and the determination which it at first ev.mce ' n
insist upon the full extent of its .dues, the dlsf:usswld
was attended with considerable dlﬂic:'ulty; nor wou.té
it have been found easy to reconcile such oppoiut_
interests, had not the apprehension of an appela dci
the Supreme Congress, on the part of the lan ;
holders, induced the clergy to consen't to a COHI:E:]I
sition, by which something is sacrificed by ’
parties, and thus the common loss pretty equa y
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borne by each. The necessity of such a concession
on the part of the clergy, in a town where the great
revenues of the Cathedral Chapter, and the personal
influence of the Bishop unite in maintaining their
power over the minds of the lower orders, may, be
regarded as no slight proof of the progress which
Mexico has made towards emancipation from: that
thraldom, in which the Inquisition, and the splen-
dour of the ecclesiastical establishments, combined
to hold the country. Don Antonio Perez, the pre-
sent Bishop of La Puebla, possesses all the qualities

 best calculated to render him the prop and support,

in his own Diocese, of that system, of which he is
now ‘almost the sole representative in New Spain.
With the most polished manners, and the most dig-
nified address, he has considerable oratorical powers ;
and he adds to these merits that of dispensing with
great liberality the large revenues of his See. He
is a Creole too, (the first ever raised by the Court
of Madrid to the episcopal dignity;) and all these
advantages have given him an influence, such as
1o Spaniard could have hoped to exercise. In what-
ever country his lot had been cast, he must have
been ‘a distinguished man, for he possesses that
power of accommodating himself to circumstances,
which is, perhaps, the surest road to preferment,
when accompanied by sufficient penetration to seize
the happy moment for a change. In Spain he was
an active member of the Cortes of Cadiz; and yet,
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on the King’s return in 1814, his name was at the
head of the Persas, or party, which petitioned his
Majesty for the immediate dissolution of that assem-
bly. Raised in 1815 to the Bishopric of La Puebla,
he addressed, upon his arrival, a Pastoral to the
people of his Diocese, exhorting them to beware
of the dangerous and heretical tendency of the Spa-
nish Constitution ; and yet, on the second Procla-
mation of that Constitution, in 1820, he contrived
to conciliate, in a second Pastoral, all that he hqd
then said of its defects, with the panegyric which it
became expedient to pronounce upon its advantages.

I know few better models of political ingenuity
than this curious paper, which Bustamante has
given, at length, in his Cuadro Historico. It was
headed by the text— There is a time to speak,
and there is a time to be silent,” (Eccl. il v. 7,)
and it must be admitted that in a country still in-
volved in a great political struggle, where caution

was consequently necessary in the choice of 2 subject,

and much tact required in the mode of treating
it, a happier selection could not easily have been

made.
The State of La Puebla is divided into twenty-five

Partidos, or districts, containing, in all, according
to a Census taken after the great Epidemy in 1825,
a population of 584,358 souls; or 681,751, if one
sixth be added to the registered amount for unavoid-

able errors in the returns.
The names of all ‘the Partidos, the situation of
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7wl

iwﬂh:;lel :Islaa;t. all correctly .ascertained, will ‘be found
The principal are Atlixco, which has a population
of 81,657 inhabitants, and is celebrated both for it
Corn lands, and for the famous Ahitahuets or C s
press, (Cupressus disticha,) which stands ;ear t131:
town. It is of the same kind as those of Chapul
tepec, but much exceeds them in size, being sevexI:t :
three feet in girth. The district of Guachinan y(‘:‘u
ha_s“ 26,086 _inhabitants 6mét§péc, 25,151 ; Ifii
Puebld, 84,756 ; Tépéaci, 43,713 ; Téhﬁacﬁ,n de
lfs Grinadis, 43,248 ; Hapi, 38,383; and Ziciit-
lanf 47,129. All produce in great abundance the
fruits either of Tierra Caliente, (for the territory of
t}.le State extends beyond the Western ridge of'ythe
Sierra Madre, down to the shores of the Paiiﬁc ) or
those common to the rest of the Table-land. :.[‘hus
cotton, rice, coffee, sugar, and a little cochinea]
(n.ear the confines of Oaxaca,) are grown in commo ,
with wheat, barley, maize, chile, and frijoles a:
well as the fruits of almost every climate. Vi,/ith
these the market of La Puebla is supplied in the
greatest abundance ; but agriculture is, in general-
In a very depressed state, there being no mines t(:
create a home market. The exportation of wheat
however, to Veracruz and Oaxaca, is stated in th;
-Governor’s report to be considerable, and is likely to
Increase. The Revenue of the State, in the whole
year ending January 1826, was 638,625 Dollars
and the expences, (including all the Govemmer;fz
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charges, both legislative and executive, as well as
the contingent due to the Federation, which has
been paid with great punctuality,) 629,070 Dollars ;
so that a balance of 4,555 Dollars was left in favour
of the State, at the end of the first twelve months, in
which the experiment of self-government had been
tried.

The capital can hardly expect, under the present
system of free intercourse with Europe, to regain
its former importance, which depended, principally,
upon the native manufactures of wool and cotton.

Its population, before the Revolution, amounted
to 67,000 : it is now much reduced, although not
nearly so low as the Census of 1825 appears to
indicate, La Puebla being still supposed to contain
from forty-five to fifty thousand inhabitants. A
large portion of these will, probably, be compelled to
have recourse to agricultural labours for support,
and as there is a complaint of a want of hands
amongst the landed proprietors, the general interests
of the State will gain by the suppression of a branch
of industry in the towns, which could only be sup-
ported by a system of taxation upon all the rest;
the produce of the looms of La Puebla, during the
best times, being infinitely dearer than the Euro-
pean manufactures, by which they are replaced,
even under the pressure of the enormous duties,
which, by the old Tariff, were exacted upon them.

With the exception of my journey to La Puebla,
1 was unable, during the first twelvemonth after my
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return from England, to make a single excursion to
any distance from the Capital, although there were
many places in its vicinity which, from their im-
portance, either as mining districts, or as the seats
of the most valuable agricultural produce of the
country, I was anxious to visit. - In February, 1820,
however, I commenced a series of Journeys, which
I continued, at intervals, during the whole remainder
of my residence in Mexico, and in the course of
which I visited in person all the most interesting
portions of the Republic, South of Durango. I can-
not but hope therefore, that it may be in my power
to lay before my readers, some information respect-
ing the general character and resources of New
Spain ; and although I feel that a journal, devoid
as mine is of any extraordinary incidents, and con-
sisting merely of a recapitulation of the every-day
difficulties of a traveller’s life in passing through
a wild country, can possess but few attractions, yet
as I know no other mode of conveying an equally
good idea of the peculiarities which I wish to de-
scribe, I shall adopt this form in the narration upon
which I am about to enter; subdividing my journeys
into Sections, in order to render more distinct my
account of the most interesting districts.

Before I commence, however, upon this plan, it
may be as well to mention a few particulars respect-
ing the country in the vicinity of the Capital, and
to give my route from thence to the valleys of
Cuiernivicy and Caautli Amilpis, in which are situ-
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ated the great Sugar Estates, an account ‘of which
is given, in part, in the Third Section of the First

Book.

The most interesting object in the valley of Mex- 7

ico is the vast system of drainage, by which the
Capital is protected against the periodical inunda-
tions of the lake of T&zciicd, which, during the two
first centuries after the conquest, threatened it re-
peatedly with destruction. Of this system the third
Book of Baron Humboldt’s Essai Politique contains
a description, given with all the accuracy which dis-
tinguishes the works of that scientific traveller,
upon every point to which his personal observations
extended ; and to this I must refer my readers for
details, many of which will be found to possess the
highest interest. I shall only attempt here to men-
tion a few of the leading facts, in order not to leave
entirely unnoticed a subject so worthy in every sense
of attention. The valley of Tenochtitlan, or Mexico,

forms a vast basin, which, although it is situated at

an elevation of about 7,000 feet above the level of
the sea, serves as a receptacle for the humidity,
which filtres from every part of the lofty ridge of
porphyritic mountains by which it is surrounded.

Not a single stream issues from the valley, with

the exception. of the Arroyo of T&quisqilidc, but it
receives the waters of the rivers Pipilotld, Tézciicd,
"T'86tihliacan, Giiadilups, Pichiicd, and Guautitlan,
by the accumulation of which the four great lakes
of Chalco, (and Xochimileo,) Tezcuco, San Cristobal,
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and Ziimpangd, are formed. These lakes rise by
stages as they approach the Northern extremity of
the valley, the waters of the lake of Tezcuco being,
in their ordinary state, four Mexican varas and eight
inches lower than the waters of the lake of San
Cristoval, which again are six varas lower than the
waters of the lake of Zumpango, which forms the
Northernmost link of this dangerous chain.

The level of the great square (Plaza Mayor) of
Mexico, is exactly one vara, one foot, and one inch
above that of the lake of Tezcuco, and is conse-
quently nine varas and five inches lower than that
of the lake of Zumpango; a disproportion, the
effects of which have been the more severely felt
because the lake of Ziimpangs receives the tribu-
tary streams of the river of Guautitlin, the volume
of which is more considerable than that of all the
other rivers, which enter the valley, combined.

In’ the inundations to which this peculiarity in
the formation of the valley of Mexico has given rise,
a similar succession of events has always been ob-
served. The lake of Ziimpangd, swollen by the
rapid increase of the river Guautitlan during the
rainy season, forms a junction with that of San Cris-
tobil, and the waters of the two combined burst the
dikes which separate them from the lake of Tezcuco.
The waters of this last again, raised suddenly more
than a vara above their usual level, and prevented
from extending themselves to the East and South-
€ast by the rapid rise of the ground in that direc-




