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much nearer, is two thousand feet lower; but, from
whatever part of the valley the two are seen, they
stand proudly preeminent ; and, in the evening, it
is beautiful to watch the effect of the last rays of
light playing upon their summits, whilst every thing
around is sinking into obscurity.

In the interior of Chdpultépéc, there is nothing
at all worthy of remark, for the principal apart-
ments are mneither spacious, nor lofty; but the
building, when seen from without, is a beautiful
object, and one, upon which the eye rests with plea-
sure in almost every part of the valley.

The great road to Lérmd and Toliicd, which di-
verges to the South-west from Chipultépec, passes
through T#ctibayd, a village about four miles from
the gates of the Capital, which was formnerly the
country residence of the Archbishop of Mexico.
The episcopal palace is situated upon an elevated
spot, with a large olive plantation, and a garden
attached to it. The windows of the principal rooms
command an extent of country nearly equal to that
seen from Chdpiltépee, but the whole place has a
deserted and melancholy appearance, having been
entirely neglected since the Revolution.

Amongst the few public buildings in the town of
Mexico which it can be necessary to describe, the
Cathedral is one of the finest. It covers an immense
space of ground, but to those who are accustomed t0
the beautiful spring of the arch, by which the old
Gothic churches in Europe are distinguished, nothing
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can make up for the want of height, which, as I
have already vemarked, is an unavoidable defect in
Mexican architecture, Riches have been lavished
upon the interior of the cathedral; but there is
nothing grand or imposing in the effect of the whole.
The most remarkable feature is a balustrade, which
Occupies the centre of the church 3 it is composed of
a metal that was brought from China, through the
Philippine Islands, (whence its name, Metal de
China,) and which appears to be a composition of
brass and silver, massive, but not handsome : it must
however have cost 5 very large sum, as it was paid
for by the weight in dollars, In the outer wall of
the cathedral is fixed 4 cireular stone, covered with
hieroglyphical figures, by which the Aztecs used to
designate the months of the year, and which is sup-
posed to have formed g perpetual calendar, At g
little distance from it, is a second stone, upon which
the human sacrifices were performed, with which
the great Temple of Mexico was so frequently pol-
luted : it is in a complete state of preservation, and
the little canals for carrying off the blood, with the
hollow in the middle, into which the piece of Jasper
was inserted, upon which the back of the victim
rested, while his breast was laid open; and his pal-
Pitating heart submitted to the inspection of the
- High Priest, give one still, after the lapse of three
Centuries, a very lively idea of the whole of this
disgusting operation. . Whatever be the evils which
the conquests of Spain have entailed upon the New
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World, the abolition of these horrible sacrifices may,
at least, be recorded, as a benefit which she has con-
ferred upon humanity in return. :
~ The Cathedral forms: part of the northern side of
the Plaza Mayor, or great square. Another whole
side is occupied by the Palace, which was formerly
the residence of the Viceroy, but is now occupied
by the Executive power, the Ministers, who have
their offices there; and the principal courts of justice ;
so that it presents, at all hours, a very busy scene.
In the interior, the part most worthy of notice is
the Botanical Garden, which was extensive as well
as rich, until the Revolution, when a portion of it
was converted into barracks for the body-guard of
‘the Viceroys, who were taught, by the fate of Itur-
rigaray, the necessity of having a strong military
force constantly at hand. Some of the most valu-
able productions were afterwards removed, by order
of Madame Cillgjd, when Vice-Queen, to make room
for some European vegetables, of which she was
particularly fond ; but in 1823, it was supposed that
the garden still contained nearly three hundred
species of plants little known in Europe. Of these
I can attempt mo description. I was, however,
much struck with a tree of considerable size called
«Fl Arbol de las Manitos,” the tree of the little
hands, ( Cheirostemon platanifolium,) bearing a beau-
tiful red flower, the centre of which is in the form
of a hand, with the fingers a little bent inwards.
Only three trees of the kind exist in all Mexico;
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and the ceilings in almost all, are falling in, ami1 _a
very few years will complete the destruction of this
noble edifice, which ought to have served as -
nument of the wealth and magniﬁcen.ce of the miners
of New Spain, at whose expence it was erected.
" The collection of minerals, which the College .con:
tains, is rich, but in the very worst order possible ;
as are also the models and instruments, thou'gh a
little more attention seems to have been pald.to
them. They are under the care of a Professor, who
gives lectures on chemistry and mineralogy, alter-
nately, which were formerly very numerously at-
tended. His auditors are now reduced to two or
three solitary pupils, and the Vgloom of the vaslt;
apartments in the interior corresl:ton'ds bu.t too we
with the dilapidated state of the building w1th0.ut.
By far the most disagreeable part o'f Mexwo', at
the clbse of 1823, was its Lazza.ror'u population,
which rendered the suburbs one continued scene of
filth and misery. Twenty thousand of thes',e.I'Je-
peros infested, at that time, the .streets, exhibiting
a picture of wretchedness to which no words can

do justice. In addition to the extraordinary natural

ugliness of the Indian race, particulftrly u.rhen ad-
vanced in years, all that the most d}sgustmg. con-
bination of dirt and rags could do to increase 1t was
done. Dress they had none: a blanket full of holes
for the man, and a tattered petticoat for the woman,
formed the utmost extent of the attire of each; anc:
the display of their persons, which was 'the natura
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consequence of this scarcity of raiment, to a stranger
was really intolerable. Vet amongst these degraded
creatures -are found ‘men endowed with natural
powers, which, if properly directed, would soon ren-
der their situation very different. The wax figures,
with which Bullock’s exhibition has rendered most
people in London acquainted, are all made by the
Leperos, with the rudest possible implements. Some
of them are beautifully finished, particularly the
images of the Virgin, many of which have a sweet
'expression of countenance, that must have been bor-
rowed, originally, from some picture of Murillo’s, for
it is difficult to believe that the men by whom they
are made could ever have imagined such a face. I
is ' Humboldt, I believe, who remarks that it is to
imitation that the powers of the copper-coloured .
race are confined : in this they certainly stand unri-
valled, for while the Academy of San Carlos conti.
nued open, (a most liberal institution, in which in-
struction was given in drawing, and models, with
every thing else required for the use of the students,
provided at the public expence,) some of the most
promising pupﬂs were found amongst the least civi-
lised of the Indian population.  They seemed (to
use the words of the Professor, who was at the head
of the establishment,) to draw by instinct, and to
copy whatever was put before them with the utmost
facility ; but they had no perseverance, soon grew
tived of such little restraint as the regulations of the
Academy imposed, and disappeared, after a few les-




238 MEXICO IN 1827.

¢4

hether any thing can be effected, by a better sfyster;x1
:;'government-, for a race of men comio_sed 0 est:lco
‘ In 1824 they were no-
terogencous elements. o
ill?ing l%ut a public nuisance. It was hardly lf)'oss;l:)c;
. ts of the towns, of w
ass through those par ; :
f}ie? had possession; and had it not been for the

before their doors must infallibly .have bproilnui::k Z
pestilence. ~ The fear of Wande?mg, y s
into their territories, which we dld,' onc? oo 71
on our return from distant excursions, 10

latterly, to prefer the Tacubaya road to any other,

because it led at once into t'he oljen clciumszr);,c;ti
afforded an easy communication w1thu t_ eé E) ate.
s. which extend from the Chipiltépéc g :

| ?:e;ili);z;ent directions, for nearly two leagues roun

e town. oy
thOf the state of society in 1824 1t 1s unnecessary

here to speak, as we saw the Capital under very
er i

s ivil war, carried |
unfavourable circumstances. A civil war,

with unexampled cruelty on both sides, had de};
n 1 .

:olated the country for thirteen years; and, fi(lit}:ioiie

i i t length decided,

ontest with Spain was a :
fllr'lset:rbanees which bhad arisen in consequencetoj
l 1 "
Iturbide’s elevation to the throne, hathherI?T::l Z 3
¢ our arrival. e fo

few months before our arrv s :
enlyc;ri:lment to be adopted was not deffmtwely .ded
f::mined upon; for, though the Provinces un;]ter
er-

in a cordial detestation of the yoke of the Mot

MEXICO IN 1827, 289

country, great differences of opinion prevailed with

regard to the propriety of substituting a Central, or
a Federal Republic for her authority. The compo-
sition of the Executive was exceedingly singular ; it
consisted of Generals Victoria, Bravo,
each of whom being employed in different commis-
sions in the Interior, was replaced by a substitute,
named by the Congress, who exexcised the supreme
authority, in conjunction with his colIeagu(—::s, until
the return of the Propietario, (the member originally
named,) to the Capital. The substitutes in January
1824 were Messrs, Michelana and Dominguez, with
General Guerrere, by whom the affairs of the country
were for some time conducted, A government thus
constituted, found it no easy task to curb the licen-
tious spirit which had been generated by the civil
war ; and there was, consequently, much wildness in
the appearance of the troops, and no little insubor.
dination on the part of the officers, of which the in-
surrection of Lobato afforded 2 memorable example.
Means were found to repress both this, and every
similar attempt to resist the authority of the Su-
preme Government ; but time was req

requisite in order
to efface the demoralizing effects of the Revolution,

and every thing was still in an incipient state. The
streets of the Capital were unlighted
ment in many places destroy
houses shut up; while the general appearance of
the population bespoke poverty and distress, There
was hardly a single foreign resident, with the ex-
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ception of two gentlemen, (Mr. Ruperti, of the house
of Green arid Hartley, and Mr. Staples) who had
formed establishments in the city of Mexico, a few
months before the arrival of the Commission, Trade
was in a state of ‘absolute stagnation ; for most of

the old Spanish capitalists had withdrawn from the

country, and no new channel of communication

with Europe had been opened to supply their place.
The Mines were ‘in like manner abandoned, and
all the numberless individuals who depended upon
these two great sources Of national prosperity for
their subsistence, were reduced to absolute want.

The effects of such a state of things were felt by
for a great depreciation in the
quence

every class of society,
value of agricultural produce was the conse

of the general distress ; and many landed proprie-
tors, whose incomes, in better times, exceeded fifty
and sixty thousand dollars, were compelled to reside
entirely upon their estates, from the impossibility
of keeping up an establishment in the Capital. The
seeds of future prosperity were, however, in exist-
ence, and it was evident that time and tranquillity

ne requisite in order to bring them to matu-

were alo
e us a higher

rity. Al our inquiries tended to giv
opinion of th

to Independence, the general, and most anxious wish

of the population seemed to be for peace. I, there-
fore, quitted the Capifal, where 1y stay did not
exceed three weeks, with a conviction that if it
should be my fate to revisit it, I should find things

e resources of the country; and next

MEXICO IN 1827. 241

in a very different state ; and it is not without satis
faction that I reflect upon the manner in which this
belief was justified by subsequent events.

Before I left Mexico, I had an opportunity ‘(l}f
ascertaining the exact nature .of the sensations ex-
cited by an earthquake, and I cannot say that I
f0}1ud them sufficiently agreeable to entertain any
'W1sh for their frequent repetition.. On the morn-
ing of the 14th of January, 1824, we experieﬁced
a shock of the most unpleasant kind, whiéh last-
ed about six seconds: the motion was perpendi-
cular, not horizontal, and the various noises by
which it was accompanied, the cracking of the '
doors, the rattling of the windows, and the melan-
choly howling of the dogs, who are usually the
first: to feel and to announce the approach of an
earthquake, were well calculated to alarm even the
!east timid. = The first shock, which occurred at four
in 'the morning, was followed by a succession of
?thers, which, though very slight, served to connect
it with a second very severe one, which took place
at sunrise. Seventeen other vibrations, so slight as
to be almost imperceptible to foreigners, were counted
during the next twenty-four hours, after which
they ceased, nor have I since experienced any thing
of .the same . kind. Earthquakes seldom do any
serious injury in Mexico ; a church or two is some-

times: thrown a little out of the perpendicular, but

;fgrond this their effects have not often extended.
e past, indeed, is no security for the future, in a
YOL. II. R




