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ment of a more unrestricted intercourse with Eu-

« the second discovery of the New World 3”

Tope,
such it has indeed proved to us, for we have

and

acquired more suformation respecting America, and
a greater insight into the capabilities of the country,
and the character of its inhabitants, in the last three

years, than had been obtained during the three
centuries which preceded them.
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SECTION ILI.

RESIDE
IDENCE IN THE CAPITAL; AND RETURN TO
THE COAST.

~ THE approach to Mexico di i
tfavm;;'able. idea either of chOC(:};iit:l{:toflzs tlllmse ac: -
SZS:,S L;t;tnzt.of'lt‘}}:s ltalley'fon the Otumba side pli:-
remarkable to the Sor‘i:];lz;«]il é:::?r;zrwh};i::l .
::}i?:hﬂfﬂf:}rémd‘ a part of th(? great lake of Tnégz:ilzlc::
o rainy seafson still extends as far as San
tract, co;erefl v:;ilirsali re:edifl‘]gC —
b rust o
vSit](]enhetyfp;vailsi, with few in1:err‘illl;::(i)(r)]:;:,e ﬁ'ojn;s Oit
. I;guﬁgmﬁ;né Jl.:l‘ly i‘écz‘i(‘liltihﬁa'cﬁn to the Convent
the Pat'roness of Mexico, hisvtj]i?lf (iluﬁdﬁlfpé’
fﬁudn?v:;ng;h of this rich but singular buﬂgin;rv:ill C:Jee
i Stﬂé : ﬁrst.vo]ume: it is difficult to say to
i ﬂnc;f arc.hltecture it belongs, as all preten-
B orn.utgr are destroyed by the Capillas
») erected in the vicinity of the principa;
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edifice by the more wealthy votaries of t‘ne‘ le'bg;r;,1
one of which is very remarkable, for, h:cwmg -
built in consequence of an escape fx:om shipwrec (i .
order to commemorate the event, 1?; has ass;ll.me
much as possible the form of the sails of a; (Sl Ulllj .

The avenue which extends from Guaha 11111; -
the gates of the Capital is traced upon.t. ‘ e
one of the ancient Mexican causeways: 1t 18 -
and paved in the centre, with a .row of trees on -
side; but the suburb to Whic.h it leads by po :;:.eéry
corresponds with this magmﬁce'nce. It .1sh g
and desolate, the Indian population by which 1

formerly tenanted having been destroyed by an

epidemic disorder, while tlfeir houses,. Wl:;ch s:;e
merely composed of mud-bricks baked in the sun,
irely in ruins. :

amsztzrzlzc:e agreed too ill with the picture 'WhICh
Humboldt has drawn of Mexico, not to occasu?nﬁ:;
considerable disappointment, nor .were we satlshad
with the assurances which we recewed., tl'latlw;a "
not passed through any one of the prmmpail § :T(;ew
of the town, on our way from the (f‘rate, unlt ha o
of the splendid Calle de San Fran(flsco, fol;:c e:v o
the Alameda close to the house -m whic er g

lodged, convinced us of the propriety of l:;t o:zlertgs
too hasty an opinion. The seciond day made oai s
of us all: in the course of it we had occazloaﬂer
visit most of the central parts of the town, and,

1, the Palace,
seeing the great Plaza, the Cathedra i

and the noble streets which communicate with them,
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we were forced to confess not only that Humboldt’s
praises did not exceed the truth, but that amongst
the various Capitals of Europe, there were few that
could support with any advantage a comparison with
Mexico.
In the general style of the architecture there is
something very peculiar. The streets are broad,
airy, and drawn at right angles, so that by looking
down any two, at the point where they intersect
each other, a view of nearly the whole extent of the
town is commanded. The houses are spacious, but
low, seldom exceeding one story ; the roofs are flat,
and as they sometimes communicate with each other
for a considerable distance, when seen from an ele-
vation, they look like immense terraces, the para-
pets by which they are separated being lost in the
distance. Few of the public buildings attain the
height to which an European eye is accustomed in
such edifices. This is owing partly to the difficulty
of laying a good foundation in the valley of Mexico,
where water is uniformly found at a very few feet
from the surface, and partly from the frequency of
earthquakes. The first renders it necessary to raise
all the larger buildings upon piles, while the second,
although the shocks are seldom severe, would en-
danger the safety of very lofty edifices, which are
the first to suffer. '

Every one who has resided in a Southern climate,

- knows how much the purity of the atmosphere tends

to diminish distances; but even at Madrid, where
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the summer sky is beautifully clear, I never saw it
produce this effect in so extraordinary a degree as
at Mexico.  The whole valley is surrounded with
mountains, most of which are, at least, fifteen miles
from the .capital, yet on looking down any of the
principal streets, (particularly in the direction of Sdn
Angél, or San Augiistin,) it appears to be terminated
by a mass of rocks, which are seen so distinctly, that
on a fine day, one can trace all the undulations of
the surface, and almost count the trees, and little
patches of vegetation, which are scattered over it.
The general-appearance of the town at the period

of our arrival was dull ; except at an early hour of

the morning, when the great streets “presented a
very lively scene, particularly those near the Cathe-
dral, and the Plaza Mayor, where the Pirian, and
the principal shops are situated. In these we found
many articles of domestic manufacture; hats, with
cotton and woollen cloths, from La Puebla and
Quérétiro ;—a great variety of coloured blankets,
called Mangas, used as a cloak when riding by most
people, and as a substitute for every other kind of
clothing by the lower orders 3—leather, curiously
wrought, from Guadalajara;—with saddles, spurs,
lassos, and all the trappings with which the Mexican
horses are usually disfigured. All these were con=
centrated upon one point ; near which, in the Calle
de Plateros, there was a whole nest of silversmiths.

In the other parts of the town, some cumbrous fur- -

niture was occasionally to be met with, as bedsteads,
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presses, and tables_, painted, varnished, and inlaid
a vast expence, but of a most uncou,th sha ac:
generally as little calculated for comfort, as ff: v
ment. ~ All the other contents of the sh:)ps a :m?i-
toibe European, but the supply was scanty, iﬂda:fl
price enormous. Nature, on the other h;md asii'
to'compensate the want of the luxuries of th’e 01|
Worl.d, appeared to have been most munificent in
her gifts. For many days after my arrival, I could
never Pass & common fruit-stall, without ,sto in
.to admire the variety of fruits and flowers with \Sﬁuﬁl
gh-w.as adorned. * Pine-apples, Oranges, Bananas,
irimoyas, Melons, Grenaditos de China, and a
thousand other delicious fruits, are found ir’x abun-
dafnce during the greatest part of the year, togethe
with Pears, Apples, and all the production; ofg morr
.Northern climates. Many of these fruits do not 'j
1§ true, thrive on the Table-land ; but it mu 't’i
ways be borne in mind that Mexico, from the ;ec{:l:

 liarity of its' geological structure, and the manner

in IIV}liCh heat is modified by height in every

of its territory, combines, sometimes with-inn; ‘f::t
few leagues, the greatest possible variety of climatesy
On.the road to Acapulco, for instance, a descent, a :
r:iplt? as that from Las Vigas to Jalapa, commen" s
?mthm a few miles of the Capital, so that on r | Oc];s
ing .the Plains of Cu&rndvics, you find a T?:: -
Calzr:’:rzte, with all its various productions, from wh'r}f
Mexico derives a constant and most ab:mdant »
bly. On the Table-land, flowers are to be founzuz}:;
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all seasons, but particularly from March to June,
when roses spring up in such profusion, that, on

the dias de fiesta, hundreds of men and women, of

the very lowest classes, are secn returning - covered

with ga.rlands from the Chinampils. =The trees, too,

preserve their foliage d

With such advantages as these,
the Capital might be made a paradise ; yet there is
single country-house to be seen, except in

uring ten months of the year.
the valley about

hardly a
the Pueblos of Sin Angél, and San Agiistin, which

have been almost abandoned since the commence-
ment of the Revolution. The piincipal feature in
the smaller villages is a little white chapel, which

produces a beautiful effect when seen through the

trees at a distance ; but, as you approach, the charm

is broken, for it is usually surrounded by nothing
but wretched hovels, which afford shelter to a few
Indian families, with all their live stock, compressed
into the smallest possible compass. Yet there are
very pretty rides in many directions : Chipiiltépec
and Ticiibayd, (of which I shall have occasion te
speak later,) are within a moderate distance; and,
by taking the divection of the Pised d& lds Vigds,
you see the remains of the Chinampis, or floating
gardens, which are to be found at a little distance
" from the canal of Chalco. It seems to me ques:
tionable whether they ever did float, but it is cer-
tain that they are mow all fixtures: they are sur-
rounded, however, by a broad ditch full of water,
over which a little drawbridge is thrown, to keep

”~
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up the communication with ¢
_— S erra firma. Of
o the;n;zz lt:f the.descnp.tlon which Humboldt gi\tl;:
e 1es, 1t was impossible for us to Jjudge
i ﬂoy, we n'aturally looked in vain for th(;
i ux:e:}‘}s, with which he states them to be
i in‘fact f‘ey appeared mere kitchen-gardens
i S,u - d, rorm thence that the Capital is prin-’
o pmpp;. ed with vegetables. The hut of the
o Scenpe 1;::01', far from adding to the attractions
e ,in gexilerally a miserable hovel, but too
ot t;tt Izlomt of appearance, to the squalid
e e;:eC garments of its inhabitants.
et BU(:h hal(.:o presents a much more lively
ey eve.mng and mormlng it is covered
i thei; n ;Vhlch tl.le natives convey the pro-
B gardens, fruit, flowers, and vegetables
o can market. Chalco is a large tOWn,
s t;})] en g lake of the same name, about twent;
oot tOll'th"(.?aSt of the Capital; the canal
ot 0 it is very: narrow. 'The - canoes
ek alongarz of two kinds : one, a punt, which is
< v A }; men, and contains sometimes the
i Wo or three families; the other
N an;gi © Darrow canoe, about’ twelve feet il‘:
e Sit,ﬁnu dJust broad enough to contain ope per-
et : t ;:Wn’ at each end, with their little pro-
The canoes aie r::i‘(l:i;; \I:rﬂel({i dup A
: or ‘ i
single paddles, with which, hox(:rev::ir tii;m;: mW]c;h
ade

to skim ove
r the “rate . ¢
VOL, 11 T great velocity. The
Q
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of these ladies, when animated by a
little Pulque on their return home, their extreme
volubility, and the energy which they display in
with the tribes of children which they
form a curious contrast to
d extreme taciturnity at

gesticulations

their quarrels
carry about with them,

their melancholy looks, an
all other times. They are, however, a very hardy
race, and capable of supporting great fatigue. I
have often met, ‘when returning “from my rides,
whole files of men and women, all loaded, the men
with baskets, the women with a couple of children

each, setting out from Mexico at five in the evening,
found,

to return to their villages, which I usually
upon inquiry, to be seven or eight miles off ; and
this they accomplish in an hour and a half, by con-
tinuing steadily at a long Indian trot, which many
of them are able to keep up for a surprising dis-
tance. If a question be asked of the leader, the
whole party stops, and when it is answered, they
proceed again together at the same uniform pace.
Amongst the many curious scenes that Mexico
presented at the end of 1823, 1 know mnone with
which we were more struck than the Alameda. As
compared with the Prado of Madrid, it was, indeed,
deprived of its brightest ornament, the women; for
the ladies of Mexico ever appear in
ompensate this, it had the
ike any thing that we had
or Dia de Fiesta,
coaches;

few or none of
public on foot ; but to ¢
merit of being totally un
ever seen before. On a Sunday,
the avenues were crowded with enormous
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mostly without spri
: prings, b .
and bedizened wig, EXtr ut very highly varnished,

O gy aordinary paintings in liey
e of which were seated two op m

o I full evening costume and h'lim‘e
ot g whi

me with a segar ep attendant the ar;)g-.

ume
rous gentlemen walking

Nor were ;
markable ; for most of the equestrians

full riding-dress of the
that worn by
materials,

or riding near,
less re-

them were equipped in the
the low country, differing only from
- der orders in the richness of the
it is enormously e:[l): e'up = display in the Capital
hind- nsive. . In the first :
quarters of the horse are covered withpzia s 'the
coating

of leath
€r, (C&HEd the anquera,) sometimes stamped
pe

and gilt, and sometimes curi

e ; gnously wrought, but al-
vl i;:ztn:)g m. a fringe or border 0%‘ litl:l::‘l ttaﬂl
jinglir']g . ev,e r silver; which make prodi iogs
- Ty step. The saddle, which j <pury
W1 the anquera, and is ad ;
ir:; artlll:zr,c nises before into an inlajd

o he(:;gttrﬂ, the lasso is attached ; whjle
e all of .thg bridle is eonnected by 1 =y
” SOmetimesents With the powerful Arabje bit:y ;"ge
e expenSi::eE' for the anquera ; and this. Wh: 1'
g .dmd, (as black bear-skin, or’ ott :
e o1 ere(.i, as it generally is, with } s
i appait and silver, makes the value ofm;d
i 101;51 e)lmoznt to four or five hundred di)le
A com -
from fifty to eighty dollar:?n I';T]tehe:idsaddle i
o5 €r wears a

of a
orned in a.similar
Pummel, to which,
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ix i i road
Mexican hat, with a brim six inches wide, a l;wn ‘
edging of gold or silver lace, and a vex;y 'low c:]'d o

] ikewise embroidered 1n gold,

he has a jacket, likewlse : .
trimmed with rich fur, and a pair of l?reeches (i);)er“
at the knee, and terminating in two points cons( -
ably below it, of some extraordinary colour, (pe

or blew celeste,) and thickly studded down

panes The lower

ides with large silver buttons..
:}l;it S:)%eis:he leg is ilin'ote(:tﬁd by a pair of (ju:jzl;;
jara stamped-leather boots, curiolusly Wrap}()ie 'c:i -
it, and attached to the knee w:lth Zrlr;:);-a; ;::,e tghey

- e descend as far as the ankle, -
;il: ’mtel:;esby shoes of a most peculiar sh?ge,'*v::l;
a sort of wing projecting on the saddle s te Lerma
the whole is terminated by spurs, (made 2

or Toluca,) of so preposterous a size, Itha.t many cl.f
them weigh a pound and a half, while the rowels

of all trail upon the ground, if; by any chance,a tl:;
wearer. is forced to dismount. A cloth me:nfif, e
riding-cloak, is often thrown over th.e fronha o
saddle, and' crossed behind the.rlder in suc ol
ner as to display the circulz;lr p}ifacc;: g‘eggzzz ol
velvet in the centre, through whi e
ed when the manga is worn, and which is g v
tifully embroidered. - The cost of the w |

;izs?:}]:en thi saddle is of fur, with armas a;e :zegz::
6f the same materials, it is not easy to calculate,

. . d
o The use of these is more general amongst the middling an ohl

lower classes.
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it depends entirely upon the degree of expence to
which a person chooses to go in the embroidery, A
very handsome saddle may be bought for three hun-
dred. dollars. I have known two hundred dollars
given for a pair of Guadalajara boots, (worked with
silver,) but eighty may be taken as a very liberal
price. A jacket, not at all partiéularly fine, would
cost as much more. The hat is worth twenty dol-
lars; the breeches, if at all rich, fifty or sixty ; the
spurs, with embroidered stirrup-leathers, twenty ;
the plated bridle thirty-two; while a manga of the
most ordinary kind is not to be procured under one
hundred dollars, and, if at all remarkable, could not
be purchased for less than three. The horse usually
mounted on these occasions must be a Brazeador,*
fat, sleek, and slow, but with remarkably high ac-
tion before ; which, it is thought, tends to show off
both the animal and the rider to the greatest advan-
tage. 'The tout ensemble is exceedingly picturesque;
and the public walks of Mexico will lose much in
point of effect, when the riding-dress of England, or
France, is substituted, as it probably will be, for a
national costume of so very peculiar a character.
The Alimédi, which is situated ‘nearly at one

- extremity of the town, communicates with the Paseo

Nu'e,vo, a broad avenue of trees, from the extremity
of which the road to Chépultépee, and Tictibayi,

* The name is taken from the

peculiar action of the brazos,
or fore-legs,

which are doubled up at every step, while the
Wwhole weight of the horse is thrown upon the hind-quarter.
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branches off. The first is a summer palace, built
by the celebrated Count Galvez during his Vice-
royalty, upon a rock, to the foot of which the waters
of the lake of Tézctictd formerly extended. Nothing
can be more beautiful than its gituation, or more
striking than the view of the valley of Mexico which
it commands. The road to ChiipGiltépéc is divided
by an aqueduct, which separates the portion of it
destined for carts and mules, from that intended for
carriages and equestrians. The structure of this
aqueduct is solid ; it consists of nine hundred arches,

and the fountain, from which it is supplied, produces -

the clearest and most pellucid water I almost ever
saw. On entering the gardens of Chépultépec, the
first object that strikes the eye is the magnificent
Cypress, (Sabino, Ahttahugt8, or Cupressus disticha,)
called the Cypress of Montezuma. It had attained
its full growth when that monarch was on the
throne, (1520,) so that it must now be, at least,
four hundred years old, yet it still retains all the
vigour of youthful vegetation. The trunk is forty-
one feet in circumference, yet the height is so ma-
jestic, as to make even this enormous mass appear
slender. On a close inspection, it appears to be
composed of three trees, the trunks of which unite
towards the root so closely, as to blend into onej
this circumstance, however, led us to give the pre-

ference to a second Cypress, not quite equal to. the

first in circumference, (it is thirty-eight feet in girth,)
but as old, as lofty, and distinguished by a slight
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v towards the middle of the stem, whiéh gives
1t a particularly graceful appearance. Both trees
a.re covered, in part, with a parasitic plant, (7i/land-
sta usneoides,) resembling long grey moss, which sets
off their dark foliage amazingly. They were for-
merly surrounded hy a wholé wood of Sabinos as
venerable as themselves; but the Revolution, which
spared nothing, did not respect them. A :ietach
ment ?f troops was quartered at Chiipultépec Which-
fror'n. 1ts commanding height, is a strong ;nilitar,
position ; and although it was never attacked mor{:
damage was done by these barbarians, th.':m the
place would have sustained had it been taken b
storm.  They cut down a number of the finest 'olg
trees for fire-wood, and as no notice was' taken of
such slight excesses, at a time when licence was
thg order of the day, it is wonderful that any should
have escaped. The view from the Azotay of Chapul-
tepec, embraces the whole extent of the valley of
Tén.ﬁcht‘itlﬁn, with its lakes and villages, and highl
cultivated fields, intersected, every here, and thgerey
by mf:ks' of the most uncouth shape, which stand,
Sf)metlmes isolated, and sometimes in groups so ver
sLngularly put together, as to give quite a nov;
:e :;l;a::lter to the scene. B.eyond these again, the'eye
e pon the two splendid mountains, which form
e ou'ndary of the valley to the South-east. The
most distant of these, Popsciitepelt is higher than

.al]y mo in i .V
2

exce i I
pt Mount St. Elias. Iztdccihuitl, which is




