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tion is paid to cleanliness in the buildings connected
with it, and it derives a very refreshing coolness
from the slight state of fermentation in which it
ought always to be drunk. It is only by exposure

to the sun, and a careless mode of conveyance to the

great towns, which are at a considerable distance,

that it acquires that unpleasant flavour which Hum-
boldt compares to the smell of putrid meat. In this
state it becomes really offensive ; although to the
amateurs in the capital who are unaccustomed to
Pulque inits original purity, it is said to be a recom-
mendation. On the same principle, in Madrid, Irish

butter is preferred to fresh, which is thought taste-

Jess, and insipid.
We left Cuiutminzing early on the morning of

the 29th of December, but stopped to breakfast at
San Nicdlas, a fine Hacienda belonging to the Conde
de Santiags, with whose family we had the pleasure
of making acquaintance, as they happened to be
residing in the country at the time. This was our
first introduction to the Creole nobility, and we were
much pleased with the unaffected politeness of their
manners. After a most sumptuous entertainment,
we were allowed to proceed on our journey, but
not until our escort and servants had been made to
partake of the Count’s hospitality, which was €X-
tended even to the horses of our very numerous
party. About four in the afternoon, we reached the
Venta de las Indias, (the Inn of the Indies,) the mag-
nificent name of which had led us to expect better
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accommodations than the house, which is very small
;was calculated to afford. The inn is about elever:
agues from Cuautmiinzingd, and seven from S
I\.Tlcélaxj,. The whole intervening space is laid f:"t]
.eith'er in fields of Maize, Frijoles, wheat, and barlou
or in Maguey plantations, the value o;' which ;-:' ,
creases in proportion to their vicinity to the Ca i:
:lal. :‘he cx?untry, as the name denotes, (Los Lfa-
Aos,f the plains, of fﬂp‘a’.n,) is flat and uninteresting.
ew great Haciendas are scattered, at inter
vals, over the plain; but we did not ;ee at '
throughout the whole district. Game we found -
abundance, particularly hares, which differ fi .
o'urs only in colour, having a much larger romm
tion of white, and being sometimes spot{tged e
sort of greyish blue. sy
e aOrn our approach to Otiimbi, (Dec. 30,) the ap-
pearance of a large species of Peruvian pe
called E1 Arbol del Peru, and a little broken p-ppe;’
alTnounced our vicinity to the mountain-rid gr(']';l']l:
j:;ll separated us from the Valley of Mexif: “’Iflcle
” bol del Peru i's, I believe, known in Europe, al-
ough at Mfldl.‘ld, where I have seen it, it was a
fsriizlj; f:; nt]i;mm.ltltive .shrub; in Mexico, where it
. n, it attains a i i
Is remarkably ornamental, anflongS:::;zljll\einm::; ::;l)d

 ‘pearance.

Otiabs: 1i
5 Ct];lmba, like most of the smaller towns through
we had passed, appeared to have suffered con-

‘sid ' i
1 ‘erably during the Revolution. From its vicinity
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both to the Capital, and to the Llands, where a for-
midable Insurgent force was organized durt
Civil War, it was transferred frequently from one
party to the other, never remaining long in the pos-
session of either, but equally maltreated by both.
It will require many years of tranquillity to oblite-
rate the traces of this period of universal suffering.

ng the

As usual, on entering the town, we found a din-

ner provided for us at the house of the Alcalde, of
which we were forced to partake, though we re-

gretted a delay, which vetarded our arrival at Sdn

Jian d& Teotihuiican, (where we slept,) until after
dusk, and consequently preventéd_ us from visiting
the Mexican antiquities in the vicinity of that place.
These ancient monuments consist of two immense
pyramids, dedicated to the Sun and the Moon, trun-
cated, as all these pyramids are, and considerably
défaced both by the hand of time, and by the fana-
ticism of the first conquerors, who seem to have left
nothing undone in order to destroy every memorial
of the primitive religion of the country. Such, how-
ever, is the solidity of these structures, that it has
not been found possible to complete their destruc-
tion. They stand at some distance from the road,
and it was nearly dusk when we passed them 3 but
seen even thus, theré was something imposing in the
enormous size of these masses, which rise conspi-
cuous in the middle of the valley, as if to testify of
ages long gone by, and of a people whose power
they alone are left to record. Reflections such a8
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thes'e strike the imagination very forciply éfter t
ver;mg the plain of Otumba, where fhe Mexicar;:
;I:I:efr:i ::essifl ltheuc'1 most gallant struggles against the
. ,nOt - anl. weapor.is of their invaders. I
. t};: ca lmg to mind the description given
s a;.ltt plain,—(a -description which used
Sa— Wguldas a boy, long before I ever dream-
- I‘ao fbe my fate to visit the spot,)—
g Mexicﬁ 0 t}.le sun playing upon the crests
- ;v;;’n:;’lsl,t ad(:.rned with feathers of a
f rastin i i
he Fas traced of that brilliant irrt:;, fvlictthu:;e“;lzlih
of ignorance, wretchedness, and abject submiss'al ’
:;: which their descendants have been reduced Sil:]):f:
th:yC;zqu;st: Whgtever be the advantages which
- 5fr henve.from the recent changes, (and the
- ? these time alone can determine,) the fruits
of the introduction of our boasted civilization i t
the New World-have been. hitherto.hitter indeed,

/ T .
hroughout America the Indian race has been sacri-

ficed ; nor can I discover that in New Spain
tolr)le ste.p has been taken for their improve;henf.' Va}lr):
m:r zthtbc;lurhood of t'he Capital nothing éan be
e a_; c e(il) ?han their appearance ; and although,
- t;alpu lican form of government, they must
every’other Z(;:zzsajf l:ji}:?t’ antflquality -
: 1zens, they seemed, practicall
2; :lézr?e;ﬁ;: of liny first visit, to be underpthe ordef;
B , whether officer, soldier, churchman, or
an, who chose to honour them with a command
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We left Sin Juiin early on the 31st of December,

without much curiosity, our
We were gratified almost

immediately with a view of the Valley of Mexico,
but the day being unusually cloudy, neither the
Lakes, nor the town, were distinctly visible. ~After
descending from the ridge of hills, which forms the
boundary to the North-east, and traversing a long
stone causeway, by which the lake of TézciicO 18
from that of San Christovil, we arrived

elve oclock at the Guddélupe gate, where
the Minister for Fo-

and commenced, not
approach to the Capital.

separated
about tw
we were met by Mr. Aliman,
reign Affairs. This gentleman, after making us
enter a large state-coach, which had been Ititrbid€’s,
but which was now destined by the Government
_ for our use, conducted us to a house on the Ali-
médd, or great Public Walk, which had been fur-
nished for our reception, where he left us to make
our own arrangements, after begging us to consider
ourselves completely at home, and adding that we
should find every thing that we could possibly want
provided for us. |
Of this unexpected courtesy W
to avail ourselves, as all the heavy baggage had been
left at Jilapd; only a few mules, with our beds,
portmanteaus, and a canteen, having accompanied
us to the Capital. This is a necessary arrangement
in Mexican travelling, as the ordinary pace of a Mu-
cteer, when his mules carry their full load of twelve
Arrobas, (300 lbs.) does not exceed four leagues 2

e were glad, at first,
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day : with a load of 200 Ibs they k

\ . ; ee i
':rei‘::;:ge : without difficulty,’ andy are ptl?:;em“:cf:
i as{:] any other mode of conveyance for
- Wi,th 0 roalds, however bad, can stop them
st any thing upon wheels, difficulti ’
Noz:tli‘r occurring. "
- joumt;yoult; tparty had suffered from sickness on
. Cap,i t);l w; were'all much fatigued on reach-
o dim. here is something very trying at

i ate of the Tropics, particularly whe
I' case, the sedentary life of ship is eI:’

changed
ged for one of sudden and violent exertion

L] €

Co
Wa:SZ; :0 tile 1;areﬁed atmosphere of the Table-land
erely felt by us all -land,
. ‘IVe h . .
use the precautions which the na:i(\ir dISdaIDEd s

take when travelling, ¢s uniformly

part of the face in a ;}}:itemllllfﬂi;f up the lower
andkerchief, and the

3 . a m

back to it with
; pleasure. We h
try, hitherto visited by ok € had traversed a coun.-

u m 3’
'y S

now?lty in abundance to attract us
received, at every step, ;
that ission wi
- the Commission with which we were ent
as

inhal:;nltnmst acceptable one to the great mas m:‘Sted
1 8

ants. Many of them termed the comm(; "

nce-

and we had
the most unequivocal proofs
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ment of a more unrestricted intercourse with Eu-

« the second discovery of the New World 3”

Tope,
such it has indeed proved to us, for we have

and

acquired more suformation respecting America, and
a greater insight into the capabilities of the country,
and the character of its inhabitants, in the last three

years, than had been obtained during the three
centuries which preceded them.
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SECTION ILI.

RESIDE
IDENCE IN THE CAPITAL; AND RETURN TO
THE COAST.

~ THE approach to Mexico di i
tfavm;;'able. idea either of chOC(:};iit:l{:toflzs tlllmse ac: -
SZS:,S L;t;tnzt.of'lt‘}}:s ltalley'fon the Otumba side pli:-
remarkable to the Sor‘i:];lz;«]il é:::?r;zrwh};i::l .
::}i?:hﬂfﬂf:}rémd‘ a part of th(? great lake of Tnégz:ilzlc::
o rainy seafson still extends as far as San
tract, co;erefl v:;ilirsali re:edifl‘]gC —
b rust o
vSit](]enhetyfp;vailsi, with few in1:err‘illl;::(i)(r)]:;:,e ﬁ'ojn;s Oit
. I;guﬁgmﬁ;né Jl.:l‘ly i‘écz‘i(‘liltihﬁa'cﬁn to the Convent
the Pat'roness of Mexico, hisvtj]i?lf (iluﬁdﬁlfpé’
fﬁudn?v:;ng;h of this rich but singular buﬂgin;rv:ill C:Jee
i Stﬂé : ﬁrst.vo]ume: it is difficult to say to
i ﬂnc;f arc.hltecture it belongs, as all preten-
B orn.utgr are destroyed by the Capillas
») erected in the vicinity of the principa;




