BOOK V.

PERSONAL NARRATIVE!.

SECTION I

FIRST VISIT TO MEXICO IN 1823.-—~JOURNEY
FROM VERA CRUZ 170 THE CAPITAL.

IN the autumn of 1828, I had the honour of
heing appointed a member of the Commission, which
His Majesty'’s Government was about to send to
Mexico, in order to ascertain the state of affairs
in that country, the political separation of which
from Spain had been announced to the world in
1821, by the treaty of Corddvi, and the subsequent
elevation of Itiirbidé to the imperial throne.*

The party was composed of Mr. Hervey, who
was placed at the head of the first Commission, Mr.

* Vide Sketch of the Revelution, Book II.
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O'Gorman, now His Majesty’s Consul-General in
Mexico, Mr. Mackenzie, who resided for some time
as Consul at Jalapa, Mr. Thompson, Secretary to
the Commission, Dr. Mair, and myself. Our voyage
was monotonously prosperous; it is therefore only
necessary to state that we embarked at Plymouth,
on the 18th of October, 1823, on board His Ma-
jesty’s ship Thetis, commanded by Sir John Philli-
more, and anchored off the island of Sacrificios on
the 11th of December, being prevented from enter-
ing the harbour of Vera Cruz, by the hostilities
which had commenced, about two months before, be-
tween the town and the Castle of San Juan de Uloa.

On the passage we only touched at Madeira,
where we passed four delightful days.

This island forms a connecting link between the
Old and the New World, and possesses many of the
characteristics of both. The curtain of vines, which
extends over the whole face of the mountain above
Funchal, and rises gradually to the foot of the emi-
nence, upon which the Convent of Nuestra Sefiora
de la Soledad is situated, is worthy of Italy or Anda-
lusia ; while the Interior recalls, at one moment,
the valcanic remains so frequent in' America, and
at another, the striking scenery of Switzerland or
the Tyrol..

This again contrasts singularly with the minor
beauties of cultivation in the vicinity of the town:
the trellices extending across the steep, paved road,
the walls of which are covered with the Camellia

MEXICO IN 1827, 178

Japonica, the wild luxuriancy of the gardens, and
the brilliant white of the houses glittering i;] -the
sun, with verandas sheltered from its rays by a large
tree, or a cluster of bananas. The whole formsga
scene which is not easily forgotten, and which was
per%mps, impressed the more forcibly on my mind,
by its total dissimilarity to that which succeeded it’
—the gloomy sand-hills of Veracruz. :
On'the morning of our arrival at Sacrificios, I was
commissioned by Mr. Hervey to go on shore in order
to open our communications with the Mexicans
Not being aware that, since the firing from fh(;
Castle had commenced, the great gates of the town
had been closed, and that all intercourse with it
was conducted by a road from M&cambd Point
(nearly opposite to our anchorage,) we  took advan:
t..age of a momentary silence in the batteries on both
su.les, and rowed straight for the pier-head, passin
within a quarter of a mile of the Castle 1:he wallg
of which were covered with men. On re;ching the
mole we landed, and proceeded towards the gate at
the farther extremity, where, after much delay, we
suc?eeded in obtaining admission through a wi’cket
behind which we found a breastwork of sand~bags’
and a few straggling soldiers, with an officer who,
on due explanation being given, conducted us ’to the’
house of General Victoria, at that time Governor of
the Province, and Commander-in-chief of the Arm
employed in the siege of Uloa. #
Nothing could exceed the melancholy appearance
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of the streets through which we passed. Abtow;
entirely abandoned by its inhab1tant-s, must e,h
all times, a strange, and a mournful sight 3 but w er;‘
to this unnatural solitude are ad.ded the marksho
récent warfare, houses riddled with shot, churc. es
half in ruins, and flights of vultures, c.ongre'gatn;)g
around the carcase of some dead animal m'kf.;f‘
streets, it is difficult to imagine a more striking
i lation. .
plclzl;: i: etst?ere any of the military bustle Whlcl;
usually attends a siege, to enliven the monotony o
the scene. The garrison of St. John of Uloa was
so small, and the climate of Veracruz so dangerous,
that the Mexican force consiste(.l merely of men
enough to work the batteries, ?vhlch had 'IJEEI'] cc'm-
structed in the hope of making some 1mpless1.m}1l
upon the Castle, the bomb-proof casemates of whlcd
would have bid defiance to arfy such atteml.)t, ha
not hunger and disease lent their powerful assistance
iesing force without. o
: ;hsobflil: ilelive that we met with. a s?n:gle living
creature from the sea-side to Victoria’s Emllse,
where, to our great surprise, we founfi ourselves
suddenly in the midst of loud and bmsterou; tr}:
joicings. It was his Saint’s day, (the day of g
Virgin of Giiaddlupé,) and all .the officers o :
garrison were dining with him, in ordel: to com;n -
morate it. Rather a fine band of music was {) aly;-
ing in the Court ; a number of dark, muscnflar- ‘;)o lj
ing men were scattered carelessly around; and a
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though the appearance of many of them was suffi-
ciently uncouth, still, both ‘amongst them, and
amongst the officers to whom we were afterwards
introduced, there was some attempt at uniformity
of dress, no traces of which could be discovered in
the guard, by which we had been admitted at the
gate.

Of the pleasure with which the intelligence of the
arrival of a British Commission in Mexico was re-
ceived by General Victoria, who came out in person
to welcome us, it is needless to speak. Next to
the Independence of his country, his first wish
through life had been to see an intercourse esta-
blished with England ; and that wish was at length
gratified ! After a long conversation with him, he
conducted us to the room where the officers were
assembled, by whom we were received with deafen-
ing “Vivas:” the Band was stationed in the Corri
dor ; toasts were given in honour of England, and
her King; in which the happy coincidence of our
arrival having taken place upon the day sacred to
the Patroness of Mexico and of Guédilapg Victoria
was not forgotten. Some of the impromptus made
by the officers upon this * feliz Casualidad,” were
clever, and the verses by no means ill turned; al-
though their principal merit naturally consisted in
conveying to us the feelings of the moment.

After making arrangements for landing our bag-
gage at MGcambo, and receiving a promise that mules
should be immediately provided for our conveyance
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we returned to the boat, a'ccorr.x-
£ honour, much superior 1o
h we had found upon -duty,
gate, of our new friends.

into the Interior,
panied by a guard of
appearance to that whic

d took leave, at the ' . :
ilI?he Jast mark of attention with which they favoure

I should willingly have dispensed wit.h, for w1hsh-
- ur us with a salute, on pushmg_off,. they
forgot 1:;(})122 their guns were shotted, and du'ec.t-
o the Castle, which immediately opened its
:)d;egxizﬁin return, so that for some time we ﬁha;l
t:e pleasure of finding ourselves between two 1Ies.

The balls and shells passed considerably above us,

t we saw more than one strike the pier whu':h vlvle
W
ll)ll;,d sust left, and many more bury themselves 1.n t e;
]
dJs near a bastion at the Southern extremity ol
san
he town. e :
; Notwithstanding General Victoria's w1shfto iﬁ
e
pedite our departure, several days elap;ed be orl'ee -
journey could be completed.
rrangements for our »” : . .
:;Ve ffund the greatest difficulty in procuring I:u de
for our baggage, or horses for ourselves ; for the tra
or J

f Veracruz having been transferred to Alvarado, a
of Ve

general emigration of the population had taken

Jace, with the exception of a few sickly-']ooking
\ ac'? which had established themselves in tents
f:r::l::e:;lidst of what was once a wood of cocoa-nut
* g little beyond the range of the

ing to

trees,

V- .
rh trees were au cut down. When Sﬂntaﬂa aﬂd 1ct(ll 14
e tr

ide’ der the orders
z by Iturbide’s army, un |
e of Book IIL.

i in Vera
were besieged in ‘ :
of General Echavarri.— Vide last Section

shells from:
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the Castle. In the mean time a constant commu-
nication was kept up between the Thetis and the
town, by the Mocambo road; Mr. Hervey and Ge-
neral Victoria exchanged visits, and on the 14th the
whole Commission dined at the General's house,
which, in the evening, presented a curious scene ;
for although there was not a woman in Veracruz,
we had the music of all the regiments playing in the
Patio, while the soldiers danced the Jdravé, and
other national dances, until a very late hour. A
violent North-west wind came on about eight o’clock,
which rendered it impossible for us to return on
board to sleep, but General Victoria provided us all
with beds, and during the night the gale abated
sufficiently to enable us to reach the Thetis after
breakfast the next morning. We there made our
final preparations for landing, and got the last of our

baggage on shore, in the hope of being able to com-

mence our journey early on the 16th ; but the long

expected mules did not arrive till late, and when

they did come, such was the confusion which en-

- sued amongst the muleteers in parcelling out boxes

and packages, very few of which were intended for
the back of a mule, that although we were at work
from six in the morning, it was four in the afternoon
before we succeeded in getting fairly into marching
order. I was at one time very much inclined to
throw up the task of superintendence in despair, for
with fifty baggage mules, and three English car-

riages, each drawn by seven ‘wretched animals, to
VOL. II. N
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marshal, I saw no hope of ever leaving theﬁb:ch;
None of our English servants oro of the sdgb es
use, as, with the exception of mine, who hsa -ef:_
four years with me in Spain, they spoke no Spanis e,
but had they been perfect master? of the la-mhguag .
it would have been of little avail, for neit c{eir re(;
meonstrances, nor persuasion, nor abuse, prc-n l111cee
the least effect upon the lawless set by whic Wf
were surrounded. Nothing bx.n: the very dre;glsozt.
the population had remained in Veracruz, an e
of these, of course, our muleteers and coachmen w .
selected. 'They were almost all black.s, or descen ¥
ants of blacks, with a mixture of Indian bloo?, an .
seemed either never to have known the restra.mts of
civilization, or, at all events, to have lost mgl}t 0.-
them amidst the wild - scenes of the Revolution:
whilst with us, they certainly acknowledged no s1(11—
perior but the Corporal of the escort,.whose sworl,
the flat part of which was applied. without Sf:!'up e
to their backs, sometimes accomplished what 1t g;s
impossible for any other mode of treatment to etie il;
On quitting the beach with our whole c:.aravat;t :
marching order, we followed a path, whlch,dah i;g
winding for about a league amongs.t -the sand- ¢
by which Veracruz is' surrounded, joined the 1}'10a
to Santa Fé, a village at which, although only three
leagues from Veracruz, we had agreed_to rendezvo.us,
and pass the night. It was seven {n the evenl?]gé
before I reached it, and eleven at 1'11ght befOfe :he
carriages appeared. I found them imbedded in
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sand: about aleague from Veracruz, with the coach-

men stretched at full length by the side of their

mules, and fast asleep; a measure to which our Eng-
lish servants told me that they had had recourse the
very moment that a-difficulty occurred in advancing,

With the assistance: of the gnard; means were taken

to awaken them; but seeing that it was useless for
me to remain, I rode on, leaving a sous officier, and
four men to bring them up; and rejoicing to think,
that however necessary the carriages might prove
in the Capital, all the members of our party were
young, and active enough to be able to dispense with
them upon the road. Even in the present improved
state of the communications, they are a continual
source of embarrassment on a journey, for English
axletrees are not at all adapted to Mexican roads,

and if a wheel or a spring be injured, there is no

possibility of getting it repaired : but in 1823, there

was hardly a single league between Veracruz and.
P&rote, in which some vexatious delay did niot occur
to make us regret that we had burthened ourselves
with such incumbrances at all.

We found at Santi Fé the first specimen of the
sort of accommodations that we were to expect on
our journey through the Tierra Caliente of Mexico.
The village was composed of five or six Indian huts,
rather more spacious than some which we afterwards
met with, but built of bamboos, and thatched with
palm-leaves, with a portico of similar materials be-
fore the door. 'The canes of which the sides are

N 2
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composed, are placed at so respectable a distance

from each other as to admit both light and air : this
A door there 1S,

renders windows unnecessary.
ipal apartment, in

which leads at once into the princ

which father and mother, brothers and. sisters pigs
all lodge together in amicable confu-

and poultry,
sion. In some instances, a subdivisi

by suspending a mat or two in such a manner as t0
partition off a corner of the room; but this is usually
thought superfluous. The kitchen occupies a sepa-
rate hut. The beds are sometimes raised on a little
framework of cane, put much oftener consist of a
square mat placed upon the ground 3 while a few
gourds for containing water, some large glasses for
orangeade, a stone for grinding maize, and a little
coarse earthenware, COmMpose the whole stock of do-
We found, however, provisions n
(thin maize cakes,)

on is attempted,

mestic utensils.
abundance ; fowls, rice, tortillas,
and pine-apples, with a copious supply of orangeade,
furnished an excellent supper, after which we com-
preparations for the night.  We had all

menced our
ourselves with

taken the precaution . of providing
brass camp-beds, which, in America, are one of the
necessaries of life : they pack into so small a com-
pass that two of them make a light load for a mule
while, when put together, which requires but little
time or trouble, they ensuré to the traveller the
means of resting after the fatigues of the day with
every possible convenience and comfort. Above all,
{he musquito-net should not be forgotten ; for
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?vithout‘ it there are few parts of the New W
in which those troublesome insects do not make s(l}:(fg
31; ::rr;l;‘)le of a nouveaw debarqué, as not only to
fOrp Somelrg oi" rest, but to throw him into a fever
—— ays. We Put up our beds in the open
, un fer the shed which projected from the front
of the inn, while Dr. Mair and Mr. Thomps .
wh?se bz?ggage‘ was not come up, slung two T:t:’
:‘;i:c:bthey had brought from on board, to the rafj
o She(;vewxg:‘il Our horses Wel:e picketed close round
g ; - an ample provision of Zicatd, (dried
stalks ;) the servants slept on the outsid
wrapped up in cloaks, with our saddles for pill e"
and beyond them again the men and horseI; (;W;”
escort were stationed, with a large Watch-ﬁro : (‘:
two 0}'[‘ three sentinels, to prevent robberies ;’ ?n
the night.  Upon the whole, I have seldommn']g
nessed a more curious scene, and we could non:ew;"
r;ishilvirzer:a;k.n.]g, as. we contemplated it, that if
et z:u specimen of the introduction to
i Rt scei e e
' ] s to the Ne
hlsOMajesty’s older diplomatic serv:nzt?;eiﬂzzgzg“
quutzdt}slzn:;o;:émg.of the '17th of December, we
g, at about nine o’clock, having sent
e ,a‘;ges1 a1‘1d heavy baggage some hours
« Our days journey was to' be only twelve

- leay
, leagues, as we had been advised to sleep at Puente

del i
manRt;y, a Iaf'ge village, celebrated as the scene of
¥ @ sanguinary engagement during the Revolu-
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tionary ‘wars ; 'but “although the ground rises but
 little in the intervening space, e found the greatest
difficulty in advancing, from the extreme’ badness of
the road, which was in many places a wilderness of
sand.  The carriage-mules knocked ‘up, and the
coachmen ‘mutinied both ‘at El Minintial, and at
Paso évéjﬁs, two Ranchos, at each of which they
seemed determined to'pass the night ; ‘and although
we forced them on, and left a guard with'them at
last, with strict orders mot to allow them to stop,
they 'did not reach the Puente until two in the
* morning. ‘We arrived ourselves about - dusk, with
barely light ~enough to enable us to admire “the
beautiful ‘scenery by which we were surrounded.
The bridge which'is" thrown over the river An-
tigiia at this place is, like most Spanish works
of ‘this description, -admirably constructed. The
arches' are ‘of stone, ‘and the bridge itself ‘commu-
nicates with a causeway, which, on the'one side,
winds down @ steep descent, and on the other, forms
an elevated road, along which the huts, of which the
village of the Puente is composed, are scattered
amongst some large trees, at considerable’ intervals
from each other. But it is on looking towards the
Veracruz side that ‘you are struck with the pictu-
resque appearance  of the bridge, for there you per-
ceive most distinctly the curve in which its pecu-

Jiarity consists; while the fine masses of rock that,

command it, and the rapid stream ‘that . runs ‘be-
low, forcing a passage over a thousand - obstacles,
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foT'm a scene far superior to any that we had met
with since our landing, Nothing can, be more
monotonous than the general character of the coun
try from Veracruz to the Puente; the sand-hill;
f]O rfot indeed extend above three miles into the
interior, but for some leagues there seems to be
a struggle between vegetation and sterility. Patches
of a .rich and luxuriant green are intersected b
long intervals of focks and sand, nor is it until oi
reac:h Pass dé Ovgjis, that any thing like re zlar
cu-ltlvation is discovered. = There we passedg the
ruins of a large Sugar Hacienda, which had been
abandoned during the Revolution, and saw evideﬁit
‘traces' of a rich and productive soil. But on leavin
the river to which this fertility is due, we agaitgl
found f)urselves in a sandy desert, where little but
the Mimosa was to be seen, except in spots where
sor‘ne apparently insignificant stream called into
ex1stt.ence, at once, the luxuriant vegetation of the
Tropics. In these we were quite bewildered by
the variety of plants, all new to the European eye,

_ and generally thrown together in such fanciful con-

fusion, ‘that the most experienced botanist would
have had some difficulty in classing them; for, as
each tree supports two or three creepefs, the fl‘l’lits
anfi flowers of which bear no sort of ﬁroportion in
point of size to the slender branches of the mother
p.la.nt, it is mot easy to distinguish them, at_first
SIg.;ht, from the produce of the tree to wl,lich they
cling. . The air is quite perfumed at timeé with this




