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MEXICO IN 1827,

SECTION IV.

SOME GENERAL OBSERVATIONS UPON MEXICO AS A MINING
COUNTRY ; WITH AN INQUIRY AS TO THE PROBABILITY OF
HER BEING ENABLED BY HER MINERAL TREASURES TO
MULTIPLY HER COMMERCIAL RELATIONS WITH EUROPE,
AND TO ACQUIT THE INTEREST OF WHATEVER LOANS SHE
MAY HAVE CONTRACTED THERE.

It is to Baron Humbolt’s Essai Politique that

_Europe is indebted for whatever knowledge it now

possesses of the peculiarities by which Mexico is
distinguished as a Mining country. How little was
known before his time may be inferred from the fact,
that Robertson, celebrated, as he so justly is, for the
diligence and accuracy of his researches, in his view
of the Colonial Policy of Spain, confounds, every
where, the climate of Mexico with that of Peru and
Chilé, and deplores the mortality occasioned amongst
the natives, (whom he supposes to have been com-
pelled to work in the mines,) “by the sudden tran-
sition from the sultry climate of the valleys, to the
chill, penetrating air, peculiar to high land in the
torrid zone.” I need hardly state that, the idea is
a mistaken one; and that however miserable the lot
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of those poor wretches may be, whose sufferings,
amidst the eternal snows of the Andes, (at Upsallata,
and San Pedro Nostoli,) Captain Head so forcibly
describes, there is no sort of analogy between their
situation, and that of the mining population of New
Spain. Compulsory labour has never been known
there; and the temperature of Zicitecds and Gud-
niijiatd, where the first mines were worked, differs
but little from that of Tldscald, Cholili, and Téndch-
titlan, where the population was found to be most
concentrated at the time of the Conquest..
So little, indeed, are the metalliferous ridges,
which have been, hitherto, the seat of the great
mining operations of the Spaniards, elevated above
the level of the Table-land, that, with the exception
of Jesus Maria, (North-west of Chihuahua,) I hardly
know one mining district, in the vicinity of which
the show. remains long ‘on  the ground. Real del
Monte, and Tlalpujahua, arecertainly not warm;
and the first is liable to be occasionally enveloped in
clouds, as is the 'district of El Oro, near Zimédpan,
and many others'on the Eastern branch of the Cor-
dillera. But the difference between their level, and
that of the Capital, does not exceed 1,500, or 2,000
feet, (as will be seen by a reference to the map of
Roiites and elevations annexed to this volume,) and
the cold felt there by visitors' from the warmer dis-
tricts, is merely relative} the Thermometer seldom
falling below 40° of Fahrenheit, except in the nights,

which are sometimes severe. This temperature seems
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;::l]{atiall:}tfd to the constitution of the Indians, who
ese mountain districts with their fan’lilie

:}r:rit‘ietrhzzr; Sof any new discovery, and appear t:
- : we.Il as upon the Table-land. There

' particular tribes of N atives, who have }

mmef's frc?m generation to generation, and v:;o lee:i1
:e zov;ng life, m.igrflting, with - their wives and chiT:l-
- ,b rom one district to another, as they are attract

Bonaﬁz :hfn fz:}x:]e of superior riches. A mine i:;
e ,is g atever part .of the country it may be
s ,t e S: of a sufficient supply of workmen,
in the ore rai}srede;nv:fliz;y'mem l;iy i, o

A is usua S

;1;:1 occaS.ions, is always prefen*e({ troe::;irt:v:p: :
] g.ver high, for dead works. It was by em ]g ;
ng. liberally this powerful incitement to exerfizr}xr-

 that the Old ‘Spaniards found means to create a po

31}:2:3: hm Fhe most distant and desolate districts
g a\;ng(; rf:t?ourse t.o the Mita or Tanda, Whjch:
e ;nn bhllx, was i such general use: while
B p;o able, t.hat the absence of that system
gy abour, vivhlch was adopted South of the
ok love, :.s (fﬂl.ltl'lbutef:i not a little to encourage
oy amonostm;nmg, .whlch prevails at the present
i g t e Ifatwes of New Spain. 'Far from

8 upon 1t with dread or repugnance, they re-

& : 1 . .
i

in ma
n th:y pa.rts of the country, a sovereign contempt
. agricultural population, which is reduced to

vegetate upon a s :
cant : 3
VOL. 11. ‘ djl.y pittance, without a
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iri wealth, which some-

i Tq:“g;i‘;‘:;‘i;:‘ﬁ:f‘ In addition to t}}esi
tim?s . (zlvantages, the ordinary wages -of a mm(:3 5
acade'ntal“ . d although the money which pF:lSS .
z;e :;ghh ;11: nhands is usually as ill spent.,n:so}t i
s i the mea
rapiqu ?cq“ir‘?ik;;ﬂi;:;:“&‘;‘;e neces§ity o.f which
- 1‘; : Wn article of the mining creed in evirj;
seelrlirt;)) :htre are few Indians who will not ente
;- : labour. _
gla.Idl}-( uf(:cn :thZ(;];rzf to be apprehendefi, ttz;s’;::
Iatet:liangt; of institutions in Mexlc:r I;11(lmomiuing
any difficulty in finding hands to i

ions there, to whatever exten y e
°Pera“°tl:s -the Companies, although there ha:ve
p:::te ((l:on)lrplaints upon the subject, hitherto, in many
g

ispersi lation -
districts, from the total dispersion of the popu

g . g 3—\
u ]

ina ion. At Tlal- .
necessity of any extraordinary exertion

i f the
i the first arrival o
tidhtia, for instance, upon . s
PuJah“:’;’ (in 1825,) one hundred and fifty lab:uzle:e
a 5
C(::;pcoﬂy;cted with difficulty. In 1?27, i:'ll'omemv;hy‘
:V ixteen hundred persons were 1In daily o
e i ix to seven -
i mines, besides from s ;
gle?lt 1“0:': ewho were occupied in cutting wood, and
red more,

a 0 t l'ﬂs- 7

blish-
At Guanajuato, within one year after .th:el e;;aeﬁcan
t of the Anglo-Mexican and Unite o
]ge;panies the population increased from
0 ’ .
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nearly forty-five thousand, A
place at Zidchitecis,

Hundreds of India
which they had be
almost savage exis
of privation,

Sombrératé, and Real del Monte,
ns emerged from the fastnesses, in
en dragging on a precarious, and
tence, in the midst of every kind

to seek a livelihood by active labour ;
and this disposition must necessarily increase,

advantages derived from it become more app

It will not, however, produce its full effe
the mines begin to yield ores anew,
really industrious part of the pop

sought employment, hitherto, in the preparatory
works ; but, from the moment

that these are con.
cluded, it is very generally thought that there will
be no deficiency of labourers,

arent,

ct, until
for it is only the
ulation that hag

I have already pointed out the fact, that the im-
portance of the mines of Mexico co

nsists not merely
in the amount of the Mineral treasures which they

produce, but in the impulse which is communicated
by them to all the other great interests of the State,
Ina country, the Iargeét and most fertile portion
of which, (the Table-land, ) is precluded, by the pecu-
liarity of its position, and by the want of 4 water-
Communication with the Coast, from ‘exchanging
its produce for that of European industry, the great
Mass of the population would he reduced to the
lowest state o

f indigence, were it not for the home-
Market created by the mines,

Very poverty of the ores of
tage, by increasing enormons

i

In this respect, the
Mexico was an advan-

ly the scale upon which

similar change took

as the
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‘ ily formed.” We
ining establishments were necessarily fo ;
vimains millions of marcs of silver,

have seen that the Three -
to which the average annual produce - Quin_-
; ounted, were extracted from Ten mil 10135 —_—
anll f Or;: - and I have endeavoured to give,

tals 0 H

ion,” :dea ‘of the process, by which
- Sec’ctilt:l] ’0;0';: ;iilier from this mass of extra-

: e Sepfl?stances was effected. The number- of m(:n
et 1s employed in it was immense, and in eve 3(;
o thzy were thus ‘congregated, ; deman
- Wherfl for Agricultural produce, which rose(;
- Cr?ate rtance of the mines increased, and‘caﬂg
s ““on to e*;isteuce a cultivation, of Whlph no

graduauy 'm b ‘ found hefore. Such has been the

o Agricultural industry,

With the exception of thz

vernment, derive

Capital’ Whid!, a;‘ s ostt‘::;r Osfmi(:‘es, and thP; towns

o Villadolid, and Qixacd,

" trace

progress of civilization, and of

throughout New Spain.

its import opodbipore
v Pa Pu?bl:;l‘il::daaslthe, seats of the gre'at Epis-
e Wm’:li hments of the country, there is Pard.ly
COP.al i in Mexico, that'does not derive }tS_
¥ f“_‘gledit‘::;y or indirectly, from the Mines ; Whﬂe&
f’“g:m’ r per, cultivation will be found to exjcen

i hkle;;a;;ne ,from South to North, with occasional
in alo

inclinations to th it : .
mdmain its direction, that of Mining dlscoverlih,l
viayi,nurse of which may be easily traced upon
the ¢ 7

: .
ma’?‘he most fertile portions of the Table-land ar

¢ East and West, (following al- |
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the B3xi6, which is immediately contiguous to Guin-
djuato, and comprises a portion of the States of Vil
lddolid ; Guadildjari, Quéretird, and Guanajuato :
The Valley of Toliica, and the Southern parts of
the State of Valladolid, which supply both the Capi-
tal and the Mining districts of Tlalpujahita, K1 Ors,
Témiscaltépée, and Anganges ; the plains of Pi-
chiici and Apdm, which extend, on either side, to
the foot of the mountains, upon which the mines
of Real del Monte and’ Chico are situated ; Itzmi-
quilpdn, which owes its - existence to Zimdpan ;

Agtiasciilientds, by which the great Mining towr

of Zicitecds is supplied; a considerable circle in

the ﬁcinity of Sombrérété and Frésnills ; the
valley of the Jaral, and the plains about San Luis

- Potosi, which town, again, derives its name from

the mines of the Cerro de San Pedro, (about four
leagues from the gates ;) the supposed superiority of
which to the famous mines of PGtdsi, in Peru, gave
rise to the appellation of Potdsi. ' A little farther
North we find the district of Mitéhuald, which is
now a thriving town, with seven thousand inhabi-
tants, created by the discovery of Catorce ; while
about the same time, (the latter part of the last
century,) Durango rose into importance from the
impulse given to the surrounding country by the
labours of Zimbrang, at San Dimis and Guérisimey.

Its population increased in twelve years, from eight

to twenty thousand ; while whole streets and squares

vere added to its extent by the munificence of that
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fortunate miner. To the extreme North, Sahnta
Eiilalii gave rise to the town of Chihuahtia; Bito-
pilds, and El Pirral, became each the ce.ntre of a
little circle of cultivation; Jesus Maria is, at t.'.hf:
present day, producing a similar effect ; Mapini,
Cuéncimé, and Indde, (a little more to the South-
ward,) served to develope the natural fertility of
the banks of the river Nazis; while in the low hot
regions of Stnord and Cinidlod, on the Westem
Coast, almost every place designated in the map
as a town, was originally, (and generally is still,) a
R;:al, or district of mines. ; :
Such was the case with Alimds and Culidcan,
and CSsdla and Kl Rosari6 ; and such will be found
to be the case with an infinity of other towns and

villages scattered over the territory of the Mexican .

Republic, which, but for the mines, never would
have existed at all. When once formed, these
establishments, as Humboldt very justly obse'rves,
often survived the mines which gave them birth;
and turned to agricultural labours, for the supply
of other districts, that industry which was at first
devoted solely to their own. Some, however, are
so unfavourably situated as necessarily to follow the

fate of the mines; in which case their population -

goes to swell that of the nearest district where there
is a demand for labour, but might easily be diverted
" into more distant channels, were the advantages held
out sufficiently great to compensate the difficulties

of the removal.
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An examination into the sources of the wealth of
the principal families of the Mexican nobility will
confirm what I have stated with regard to the towns,
by leading us nearly to the same result. 'The family
of Régld, which now possesses landed property to an
immense extent in various parts of the country, pur-
chased the whole of it with the proceeds of the
mines of Real del Monte. The Figsagiis owe their
present  importance to the ‘great Bénanzi of the
Pivelion at Ssmbréréts, The estates of the family
of Vibanco proceeded from the mines of Bolands.
The houses of Vilénciani, Riihl, Péréz, Galvéz, and
Otérd, are all indebted for their possessions to the
mines of Valenciana and Villilpands, at Guinijiats.
The family of S#rdinétd (Los Marqueses de Rayas),
takes it rise from the mine of that name. Cat3
and Mellads gave to their first proprietor (Don
Francisco Matias de Busto) the Marquisate of San
Clemente, with immense wealth, a part of which
has been transmitted to his descendants. The Ca-
nada of Laborde, at Tlalpujahua, with the mines of
Québridilli and San Acasis, at Zicitécs, all con-
tributed towards the three fortunes of Laborde.

‘The family of the Obrégonds owes its beautiful

estates, (near Leon,) to the mines of La Purisima,
and Concepcion, at Catorce; as does the family of
Gordoa, the estate of Malpasso to the mine of La
Luz. The son of Zimbrand, (the discoverer of Gui-
risdmey,) wasted as his rightful property has been,
is still in possession of four of the largest estates in -
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Diiringd : and BiitOpilis gave to the '-Mart:j[ms. 'lof
Biistimante, both the means of purchasing his title,
for which he paid by a loan of 30('),000 dollars,
(G0,0bOJ.) to the Royal Treasury, t'iunng_the .ReYo-
tion, and the affluence which he is now enjoying
i insula. "

. ?ﬁeii?we is a most imperfect sketch 0? the ongln
of the fortunes of the leading familiesl in Mexico.
With some few exceptions, such as' the Conde ie
Agréds, whose fortune was made by trade, t i
descendants of Cortes, who reccived a R?yal. gran
of the Valley of Oixica, (the value of whlf.:h.lg now
much reduced by the abolition of the Indian Ca}ﬂ};
tation tax,) and the families of some of t}jevSp_ams.t
merchants established at Jilipd and Vérdcruz, 1

will be found that almost the whole landed property -

of the country is in the hands of Mining 'families,
and has, in a gréat measure, been .brought into cul-
tivation by the mines. They furmshed the me?ns
of building the vast Presas de A.gua‘, or Reser_\ml.xs(i
without which agriculture can so: seldom be carrie

on successfully upon the Table-lal?t?; and tlfus xi:m(;
dered productive districts, the fertility of Whlch,h a

nature not been assisted by art, would n_ever. a;f]e
been developed ; .while the constant dcimand, in the
Mining towns, for every article of :jlgrlcultl.lral pro-
ducé, rendered this mode. of investing ca'pltal 1;‘}(:-
ferable to any other then open to a Natlve.. 1:
Civil War has, indeed, reduced a]most. to'nothmg the
value of these possessions, and there is little, at pre-
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sent, to demonstrate the wealth, to which, under
more favourable circumstances, the principal families
of the Republic will find themselves restored : but
time alone is wanting in order to bring things round
to their natural level; the seeds of opulence are
there, and, in proportion as the country advances
towards a more settled order of things, the period
approaches, at which they may be again expected to
produce their former fruits. '
Melancholy, indeed, would be the fate of Mexico,

if the source from which all her riches have hitherto
been derived, were, as some suppose, exhausted and
dried up! She could not only find no substitute for
her mines in her Foreign Trade, of which they fur-
nish the great staple, Silver, but her resources at
home would decrease, in exactly the same propor-
tion as her means of supplying her wants *from
‘abroad. Her Agriculture would be confined to such
@ supply of the necessaries of life; as each individual
would have it in his power to raise s—Districts, for-
merly amongst the richest in the known world, would
be thrown for ever out of cultivation ;
Mining towns would become, what they
the worst years of the Revolution, the picture of
desolation ; and the country, would be so far thrown
back in the career of civilization, that the great ma.
Jority of its inhabitants would he compelled to revert
to 2 Nomade life, and to seek a precarious subsist-
ence amidst their flocks and herds, like the Gaucho
of the Pampas, of whose Indian habits Captain Head

—the great
were during
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o spirited, and so faithful a picture.

has given us s
f of this than the contrast,

I desire no better proo
which exists, at the present day, in every part of
New Spain, between the degraded situation of the
husbandman, or small landed proprietor, in any dis-
trict without an outlet, and that of a proprietor,

(however small,) in the vicinity of the mines. The

one, is without wants, and almost without an idea of

civilized life ; clothed in a Jeather dress, or in the

t kind of home-made woollen manufactures ;

coarses
—living in primitive simplicity perhaps, but in - pri-

mitive ignorance, and brutality too;—sunk in sloth,
and incapable of exertion, unless stimulated by some
momentary excitement: while the other, acquires
wants daily, with the means of gratify'mg them ; and
grows industrious, in proportion as the advantages
which he derives from the fruits of his labour in-
crease ; his mind opens to the advantages of Euro-
pean arts ; he seeks for his offspring, at least, that
education which had been denied to himself ; * and
becomes, gradually, with a taste for the delights of
civilization, a more important member, himself, of the
civilized world! -Who can see this, as 1 .have seen
it, without feeling, as I have felt, the importance,
not only to Mexico, but to Europe, of a branch of

cans who have been sent to Eng-
heir education, I could mention
as the sons of Don Narciso

of the principal Agent of

# Amongst the young Mexi
land, or the United States, for t
several from the Mining districts,
Anitua, at’Sombrerete, and those
Count Regla, at Real del Monte.
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KSSSZZ”(;afabIZ lof producing such beneficial effects ?
e h-er apz? e of producing them : for Mexico,
nOtWiths'mdimmes, (I c.a.nnot too often repeat it,)
e~ h:f t:;: rf:tllj:y of her soil, and the vast
: former gricultural produce, ca
;?}Y:I;n r;ii ::5 agfylr tllrlr;p;‘rt:rc;: in the scaI])e of nati;::
! able-land must b -
léztas;tan.d these the mines alone can supp(;y{wm(;lin tal:
- te:;:ngjfj,-ﬂ]]e production.s of the Tropics, which
R—— bu:l:hProduce, m.lght serve as an object
- carrie:l “ these, supposing their cultivation to
SR—— ; greatest possible extent, could
Pr— 19.mnte e;mand upon European industry,
will, under mor: f:vozr:l())llf:ulc?tion o
' rcumstances, occasi
:sp:il::l'l nv;ize must decrease in proportién toSIt(;)n;
- Whic;e ;:f. the' supply, until they reach the
. re;)ay o their pl.'ufe, when raised, would cease
- W:r:(}lsjdof raising them. Thus the trade
- (Ofo . be confined to her Vanilla, and
- the,nu l:v ich 'she has a natural monopoly;)
Manufactur m.ex_' of those .WhO consume Europeén
- Oneei al]l; (t)l;et ]i[:terlor,l (which does not yet
population,) would -
2zci:a£;obab;y to one-tenth. Fortu)nately, tl?:rer;
s Sca:Ci:v at;ver. to apprehend. the approach of
-1 }; 0 h.mmeral productions, with which
g lo think that New Spain is menaced,
e > at least, every step that has been taken in
ploring the country, has led to fresh indications of
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wealth, which, in the North, appears tc;‘ bte 1;:-;~'alliyt
inexhaustible. © To the European mam-x ac urvﬂ;iCh
is a matter of indifference whether the sﬂver,duce s
is transmitted to him in returnu fg{' :;he p;;)u s
his labour, proceeds from (b?rlllﬁlrlaj(;laz(;,ttl)li 'fa:me sgse;
ntre of the Table-land,
t:{? gllet;fe::a Madre. The capabili.t?r of the c:z::ri
to ‘produce it in sufficient quantities to entum .
constant market, and an equally.constgnt refor h,im
the only point which it can be of 1111p01'1:=mcet oo
to ascertainj and of this, ﬁ'()[.n the' I'nomen e
sufficient capital is invested in mining operz; : _n;
I have no scruple in stating that there can
dm;t;:;ling in Mexico has, hitherto, bf:‘en conﬁni;iazf;
a comparatively narrow circle: the' 1mmen-see the
of silver which the' country has. ylelded6 51;;2 .
Conquest, (Humboldt calcul_a:;e; 1; :;cn 1;7&2; Ce;tral
in 1803,) has proceede
(:;ilt?f ;nmwhich 1)'.he capital and activit¥ of tth(iaf lﬁ{'wsz
speculators found ample employment: yeh s o
examine those spots, we shall find that tbree =
turies of constant productivene.ss, havcla not Efet-lnan
" ficient' to exhaust the principal mines orlglrtiozrl
worked in each, while by far the largest rﬁ?pzs -
of the great Veins remai}:; u:ll]e:q::z;zt:. i ;5 -
case at Guindjiato, wi . B
ayd THcitecds, with those of San Acas
f:g E:SS;: Ii;léjttlz”tbé,—all of which now belo?g-to t)l;z
United Mexican Association. - Valenciana 15 a 1
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recent discovery, but Méllads, (likewise at Guiind-
juatd,) which belongs to the Anglo-Mexican Com-
pany, is: supposed to have been the first mine de-
nounced in'that district. At Sombrérété, the Vein
of the Pivéllon has been worked from the time of
the Conquest, though it was only in the year 1792
that it produced 'the famous Bonanza of the F-
gbagds. The mines of Santa Eulalia, in Chihuahiia,
continued to be equally productive during a period
of eighty years, and were only abandoned at last in
consequence of the incursions of the Indian Tribes.*
The riches of Real del Monte can hardly be said
to have diminished in a term of sixty years, although
the difficulty of the drainage caused the works there
to be suspended.t The same may be said of Bo-
lafios, which is likewise in the hands ‘of one of the
English Companies; ( Vide Section 11.)—and although,
in some of the inferior districts, many smaller veins
have been worked out, we have to set against this
the immense regions- hitherto unexplored, or if ex-
amined, only suﬂiciéntly so to afford some faint
indications of the riches which they are now known

*to contain.

There is, therefore, so little reason to question the

* Vide preceding Section.

t+ Count Regla possesses an account, given upon oath by the
miners employed in 1801, of the state of the lower levels, at the
time when the mines on the Biscaina vein were given up, by

which it appears that the richness of the vein continued unim-
paired. '
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producing powers of the country, that, were it ne-

cessary to adopt one of two extreme suppositions,
there would rather be cause to fear a depreciation
i the value of our présent circulating medium, from
the probability of too great an increase in the aver-
age annual produce, than to apprehend any great
falling off in its amount. Buf the progress of dis-
coveries, as we have seen, is liable to be influenced
by a thousand circumstances, unconnected with the
mines themselves: any great change, in either sense,
must be the work of time ; and occupied as the

Companies now are by extensive undertakings in

the more Central districts, it seems probable, not
only that the former standard of twenty-four millions
per annum will not be reached before the year 1835,

but that, while the mines of the South continue. to
be sufficiently productive to repay the Adventurers,
capital will not be employed to any great extent in
the less accessible districts of the North, to which,
as I have already stated, I am induced to attach the
greatest importance. :
On the other hand, it may be urged that the
Tyade which is now opened with Asia, through the’
ports of Miizitlan and Guaymis, will hold out great
encouragement to speculations in that quarter, by
the facilities which it affords for turning to imme-
diate account riches, which were formerly of (com-
paratively) but little advantage. All the luxuries of
life may now be obtained with as much ease by the
inhabitants of the Provinces on the Pacific, as by
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those of the Capital itself; and there can be litt]
dou.bt that, in proportion as wealth becomes m ;
desirable, it will be more eagerly sought. It i
therefore difficult, after allowing a reasom;ble ti . |
for these causes to operate, to suppose that the [mIE;
not produce their natural effects; in which Za::f
am ce:rtainly inclined to think that a very consider-
able .mcrease in the amount of silver raised in
.Mfexmo, may be expected to take place; although it
is impossible now to fix the period at whicilllgthis
change will occur, and still more so, to ascertain the
exten.t to which it may ultimately be carried. It i ;
sufficient for the commercial nations of Eu;'o e 1:lS
know that, from the moment that the internal a%‘air:
of New Spain assume a more settled chéracter and
?hat. sufficient time has elapsed to allow the’new
mst'ltutions to take root, there is every i)rospect of
an ncrease in the demand for every article of Eu-
ropean manufacture, while that very increase in a
country, the revenue of which depends so muéh upon
the customs,* will augment the power of the pGo-
vernment to meet its erigagements abroad. .
It oy and I fear it will, be said, that the chain
f}f evidence is here incomplete, and that I am assum
ing a fact favourable to Mexico in the first instance-
n order to draw from it my own conclusions after’
wards.. This is by no means my wish; but, at th;
same time, I confess that, (in common, I l,Jelieve,

* Vide Section V. of Book II1.
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with all those who have had an opportunity of in-
to the resources of New Spain,) 1 do re-

quiring in
gard it as so well ascertained a fact that her mineral

riches are almost unexplored, that I am willing to

rest upon it my whole calculation with regard to her

future importance as a country. I have not formed

this opinion hastily, or without endeavouring ' to
collect all the data respecting it, that it is possible
to obtain in the present unsettled state of the coun-
try ; but having formed it; (whether correctly .or
time alone ¢an determine,) I cannot lay
it aside at pleasure, in an investigation, the result of
which it must materially influence. 1 need mot,
however, remind my readers, that I am here only

erroneously,

canvassing probabilities, nor again urge upon their

attention the fact, that, whatever be the capabilities
of the country, their developement depends upon the
general -course of events, which may advance or
retard the moment, at which the extent of the re-

sources of Mexico can alone be fully known..,

I shall now quit a part of my subject ; upon which
necessatily prevails, and revert

so much uncertainty
a more accurate investigation,

to one that admits of
the immediate influence of the mines upon the

viz.
a few observations upon

commercial demand, with
which I shall beg leave to close this Book.
In an extensive Mining Negotiation, one-half of

the annual produce may be fairly taken as the
in the country by

amount brought into circulation
the expences of working. This

half is distributed;
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fjr;?e Es:;gst t(lile superintendents, and labourers
e th; an partl'y anfongst the landed pro-
s surrounding districts, each, and all of
ey - to become consumers of something
e Withz'uze-ca.kes, and home-spun cottons, by
st W;IH }tlheu' reach a portion of those Im-
» E:lmpean o tiTe American market is supplied
e Ellrllgenuity. Of the facility with which
e l:pean prf)ductions is acquired, the
et t(})l the native manufactures of wool
e me; lnI he short space of four years, is a suffi-
R amm.mt Ofa:;';r; :;)t the s of tracing the
; nsumption of British manu-
(f:'zii:il'es ]1]11 eéch of the Mining districts, but itmils
bHSheg that, wherever a company has been esta-
£ gOOd,Ssd :ap; :?-::I:i:l (g)en-ed, and regular supplies
e Ca
not one-fiftieth part of Whiclljlltil;u(;z t}lin]::eal::St p:;?t’
posed of, had the Mines continued unwcn'kederl T;)s;
::e;:;l fo: lfuanﬁjuat(‘iz Sombréréts, and Zicitechs,
- rge magazm?s; there is a constant com-
: ation between Ciitorcé and Refligid; as the
15 between the Mining towns of SSnori a,nd’ Ct ﬁl';e
and the ports of Miz#tlin and Guaymés. b
Whlit; I;:.:tll ;lelli Monte, I \ivas assured that the change
s af (;n place, » fourteen months, in the
i . ov t_ e I:Opuli-i.tmﬂ, was really wonderful ;
at "]?ldl.pu.]ahua, which, in 1825, was a ruined
;;:Zugt:;l village, Mr de Rivafinoli, (the Director of
pany established there,) informed me that

VOIL. 1II. 5
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the Alcavala, (or Excise,) which, on his first arrival,
amounted only to 230 or 300 dollars per month,
had risen to 1,500, and 2,000 dollars ; and that a
shop for the sale of European manufactures had been

opened there, by the house of Green and Hartley,

the monthly receipts of which amounted to six
thousand dollars. ~If we reflect that the money thus
brought into circulation is not confined to the Dis-
tricts, in which I have described its more immediate
effects, but extends, more or less, over the whole

country, by giving a value to Wheat, Maize, and
Barley, hides, tallow, Pita-ropes, coarse sacking,
with cattle, sheep, mules and horses, from the great
breeding estates in the North, and that all those who
are thus enabled to dispose of thejr own stocks, become
instantaneously consumers of ours, it will be seen
that the investment of capital, by which this change
has been promoted, has not only not been injurious
to England, but that, in point of fact, a large pro-
portion of the fifteen millions of dellars, at which I
" have estimated the investments of our Companies,
has already returned to us, in the shape of remit-
tances to our manufacturers at home.

As the Mines improve, these remittances will in-
crease: we have, at present, but little more than the
proceeds of that capital, by which the regeneration
of the mines is to be effected, in conjunction with a
produce, not exceeding one-third of the average
standard before the Revolution. When the mines

begin to pay, the case will be very different ; for, in
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z?d:}t::r; xto the half, Whi(:‘h I suppose to be absorbed
oy topt(;:]ci\sd, o?e motety of the remaining half
qow th: exican prop‘rietor, and consequently
o country, until it is exchanged there
p e produce of European industry.
mostpc;:; ;l;itznlm;)nt of that produce consumed, the
- thn. ranch of .the Revenue depends ;
B it he increase (?r diminution of the Reve-
> r:gula;i : af: the creditors of Mexico must look
o 51 e loais 1: the 'payr'nent of the interest due
- O?tractt?d in this country,
et mOderat}er}; gl\gjflilco to meet her engagements,
: management, I entertain n
f:;li)t gs nor would any temporary fluctuations in he?
som Cp orIcommerce, affect my opinion of her re-
- bes. : t ?vould. be melancholy, certainly, were
.O-U.I'It}flll Intentions of Nature to be frustrated
by civil dissensions, or by injudicious legislati : ? ’
terference ; a little tendency to which wil%, pr;;:b;;-
)

" lo in i
ng remain in all the countries formerly subject to

i};al: : :])ult my visit to the Interior of Mexico taught
o believe, that the pa iri i
occasio.nally in the capitalf’ :iihstpl;:; :‘(r)hll():: fkges
::a criterion of the general feelings of the in}?alfin
byn:: l;li :}?ihto hope, that few causes in fact exist,
i e gf:nera.ll tranquillity of the country is
ely to be. again disturbed. Of those causes, in
;vork of this nature, I am not at liberty to sI;eaka'
shal!, therefore, proceed at once to what I ,
term, in the usual phrase of the day, my Per:z::l;
M2




