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. War Department. vl

Office expences, Clerks, &c. 30, ;2;
Estado Mayor . - . '79,sﬂo
Inspector-General of Mlhtla .8, ¥ -
Commissary-General’s Office : o B
Two General Commandants of Eastern and -
Western Internal States
Five Sub-inspectors in id.
Office expences of all the Mlhtary Coman- 2
dancias, Postage, &c. F . 133. S
Eight Generals of Division, employed : 4:,(;06
Two ditto, on half pay . )
Fourteen Generals of Brigade, employed i 63,0@
Two ditto, on half pay . 6,099
Ten ditto, unattached . : ; 23,9';
Medical Department ) : . 5B
Engineers and College i
Thie Brigades of Artillery (lme) : 492,3.58‘“
Twelve Battalions of Infantry (line) 1,760,541
Twelve Regiments of Cavalry (line) 1,830,060
Five Companies of Cavalry (line) in Cali-
fornia .
Twenty-nine Companies of ditto in Eastern |
and Western Internal States . . 829,366

|

Eleven Companies of Infantry and Cavalry %0' ;M
(Coasts) - - . 13:638

PR

8,000

. 114,767

Twelve Companies of Invahds

 Captains, Sergeants, &c. of the Twelve Com-

. 24817
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Dollars.
Four Battalions of Militia under arms, (In-

{iterior) . A i v . 654,761
Ditto on the Coast . 350,492

~Three Squadrons and three Companies

" (Sueltas) Coast . 298,459
Fifteen Companies of Cavalry - (Militia)
Cunder arms in the North . 420,360

panies of Artillery (Militia) . 28,460
Captains, - Sergeants, &c. (Planas mayores)
“of the Battalions of Militia (Sixteen) not
* under arms . . 130,340
Ordnance Department . d . 81,594
Officers attached to different Corps . 293,965
Officers on half pay, pensions, &c. 1,005,795 .
Widow of General O’'Donoju . . 12,000
Extraordinary Expences . 100,951
Repairs of Barracks, &c. . : . 60,000
Expence of moving different Corps . 52,993

dls —
LG

Total 9,073,531

. The Navy.

Offices in the Departments : . 23593
Engineers and School . ¢ . 6212

: Oﬁces of Accounts and Repairs . . 24,522

——d

Carried forward 52,373
202
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Dollars,

Brought forward 52,373

Chaplains : : . 1,288
Surgeons and Hospital of San Blas J L

Officers on half pay . P . S0

Widows' Pensions, &c. . : . 1,564°
Officers of Launches, &c. Port’s . . 14,438

Rondines (Watchmen) . k . 6280

Criminals sentenced to labour . . 2,556
The Ship of the Line, Congress . g 272,77;[
Frigates, Libértad and Tép&yac . , 268,4“
Corvette, Morelos § ? . 54740
Brig, Guerrero . : - . 99,396
Brig, Victoria . ; ; . 52,836
Brig, Bravo ; ; . . 44,516
Brig, Constante . g 1 . 97,985
Goleta, Hermon . : ] . 28,130
Four Gun-boats . . ‘305G . 810 35
Four Goletas d ; A . . 67,268
Two California Packets . ! : 11,75_3
Naval Artillery . : : . 30,196
Repairs of Storehouses, &c. y . 19,638
Repairs of Dockyard . ! . 148,442
Total 1,309,045

e e

iy
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FINANCE DEPARTMENT.

General Congress.

. Dollars.
Salaries of Deputies : : . 218,000

Salanes of Senators - . . 109,000
Clerks in Secretaries’ Office - . 12,900

Expences : . . 1,440
Office of Secretaries of Senate » S0

- Expences ] . 1,063

Oﬁice of Drawing-out Decrees (de Re-

~ daccion) : : s #. |
Clerks in the Audit Ofﬁce, and in Depart-

) ment of Public Credit . ; . 43,400
VExpences ¥ ‘ . : 500 .

Total 402,064

Other Finance Departments.

Salaries of President and Vice-President . 46,000
Clerks of Department . 28,120

- Receiver-General’s Office (Cuenta y Razon) 38,200

Audit Office (de Rezagos) ; . 12,074
Expences of preceding Offices . . 3,000

‘The Treasury . : : . 44,623

Storekeepers, &c. ; : . 8,000
Offices of Commissaries-General . . 150,000

Carried forward 325,017
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Dollars,

Brought forward 325,017

Farther Expences required
General Finance Expences
Clerks of other Offices
Cesantes (half pay)
Pensions

Pensions (on Church)
Pensions (on Finance)
Pensions (on Revenue)
Twenty thousand Tercios of Tobacco
Tobacco Manufactory
Powder Mills

Pensions of Montepios
Extraordinary Expences .

Interest on First Loan
Interest on Second Loan .
General Congress (as stated)

Total Expences of Department of

Hacienda (Finance)

20,000
140,000
98,000
145,000
18,415
0,436
81,632
11,595
1,075,000
355,546
173,150
31,300
100,000

2,574,091

973,600
1,136,000
402,064

——

. 5,085,685
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General View.
Dollars,

Ministry of Relaciones 264,082
The Army and Navy, with reduction of
one-fourth of Estimate 7,787,233
Ministry of Justice 226,098
Ministry of Finance 5,085,685

Total 13,363,098

A Note. To this I should, for the reasons stated in
the preceding Section, add, at least, one million of
dollars, in order to cover the expences in the De-
partments of War and Foreign Affairs, not included in
Mr. Estera’s estimate ; so that Fourteen millions and
a half of dollars may be taken as the lowest (bond
Jide) Expenditure in the year. In 1829, when the
War expences are brought down to the Minimum of
Seven millions, 7hirteen millions and a half will cover
all the ordinary charges.

I have already expressed my opinion as to the
probability of this sum being realized.
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SECTION V.

a
REFLECT!ONS ON THE TRADE OF MEXICO.—IT§
FORMER, AND PROBABLE FUTURE IMPORT-
ANCE.—HOW AFFECTED HITHERTO BY RE-

VOLUTION.

AFTER passing in review the great Public o5
tablishments by which the present Government is'
supported in Mexico, and examining the tenor of her
New Laws, and the state of the Army, the Churchy

and the Revenue, it only remains for me to inquiré

into the commercial wants of the Community thus
constituted, and to point out the influence which
' they are likely to exercise upon the manufacturing
industry of the Old World.

It will not, I hope, be attributed to any affecta-
tion of modesty on my part, if I confess that I enter
upon this task with great reluctance, and this, not
merely because I feel myself incompetent to treaty
properly, a subject, to which my earlier professional
duties did not lead me to pay. particular attention,
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but because it has been extremely difficult, during
the last three years, to obtain data, in Mexico, suf-
ficiently exact to warrant any definitive opinion.

It will, therefore, often be impossible for me to
demonstrate satisfactorily the correctness of the con-
clusions which I may be inclined to form, even
where general appearances are sufficiently strong to
justify them to myself; and this must give an ap-
pearance of vagueness to the results of my enquiries,
which I have endeavoured, in the preceding Sections,
most studiously to avoid.

Having pointed out the difficulties with which this
part of my undertaking is attended, I shall enter upon
it without farther preamble, commencing, as I have
always done, my account of the present state of the
Mexican trade, with a retrospective view of what it
was before 1810.

From the time of the Conquest until the com-
mencement of the Revolution, the Trade of Mexico
was confined to the two Ports of Acipile and
Véricriiz, through which a very limited supply of
Chinese, and European manufactures was intro-
duced for the consumption of the inhabitants. The
Acapuleo trade was conducted by one Royal Galleon,
of from twelve, to fifteen hundred tons; and, until
the year 1778, when a certain freedom of trade was
conceded to the Colonies, the European imports
were, in like manner, conveyed to the Eastern coast

of New Spain in fleets of Register ships, chartered

expressly by Government for the purpose, and placed

Ty T T T S e -Q,—..—'._. -~ _' T_ = S—
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under the orders of a Royal officer; which fleets
only sailed from Seville or Cadiz once, in a term of
four years. M

The intercourse with Europe, which, as infinitely
the most important, I shall make the first subject
of myenquiries, was managed, during this period;
almost entirely by a few great houses, (established
in the City of Mexico,) which bought up the cargoes
of the Register ships at the Fair, which was then
held at Jalapa, on the arrival of the Fleet, and after
wards regulated, at their pleasure, the retail price of
the different importations from Europe, which they
disposed of to the merchants of the Interior. = =

In 1778, an important change occurred. The
abolition of the Register ships, and the freedom of
communication allowed with most of the principal
ports of the Peninsula, put an end to the exclusive
monopoly of Mexico, and induced a number of Spa-
nish capitalists to establish themselves at Veracruz,
which continued to be, under the new system, what

it had been under the old, viz: the only portof

entry on the Atlantic side of the Mexican do
minions. :

These new houses, which were either branches of
other houses in Spain, or. agents, or importers aé
their own risk, soon engrossed the whole trade.

The Capital, (with the exception of what Was
actually consumed there,) became a mere place of
transit: the fair of Jilipi was discontinued, and the
wholesale dealers, (who multiplied rapidly in the
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Interior,) came down to the coast, and purchased, at
Veracruz, the supplies which the retailers, and inland
consumers, in the different districts, were thought
to require.

This state of things, though bad enough, from the
manner in which the importations were confined to
one spot, and consequently the value of every article
enhanced by the expence of additional land-carriage,
was infinitely preferable to the system previously
pursued, when, from the total want of competition,
“the supplies of a great empire were (to use Hum-
boldt’s expression) introduced with as much caution
as if it had been a blockaded town.”

- ‘Monopoly, though not abolished, was, at least,
compelled to extend its operations to a less circum-
seribed circle; and to the beneficial results of this
change, a gradual rise in the industry, the produce,
and the Revenue of Mexico, may be traced.

. The effects of the impulse thus given to the coun-
try, Humboldt has recorded in Book VI., chapter
XIL, of his Essai Politique, by which it appears :—
First, that, upon a comparison of two distinct terms
of four years, (from 1774 to 1778, and from 1787
to 1790,) there was a difference of 8,928,293 dol-
lars on the amount of the exportations alone, in
favour of the new System ;* and Secondly, that, on

: “_“The first four years, (which were the last of the Fleets and
ﬂﬁglxter ships,) gave an exportation of only 2,470,022 dollars ;
while the exportation of the Second term, (when the Decree of
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a farther comparison of two terms of twelve years,
before, and after, the Decree of Free Trade, the re-
venue rose from 131,185,286 dollars, to 233,302,557

dollars ; and the exportation of dollars alone, ﬁ'cini

155,160,564 to 224,052,025.

But notwithstanding the advantages which thu
Government itself derived from the concessions made
in 1778, and the consequent probability that, bya
farther relaxation in the old Colonial Policy, stil
greater advantages might be obtained, the wealth,
which speedily accumulated at Veracruz, combined
with an intimate knowledge of the wants, and in-
trigues of the Court, enabled the merchants esta
blished there successfully to oppose every project, by
which their own monopoly was likely to be affected,

and to defeat the plans, which were occasionally sub-
mitted to the Spanish Ministry, for opening a com-
munication with the Interior through other ports,
casier of access to the inhabitants of the Central and

Northern Provinces than that of Veracruz.

The whole Trade with Europe was concentrated
on this one spot ; and it is, consequently, in the re-
turns of its Consulado, (or Corporation of resident
Merchants,) established by a Royal Cedula, in 1795,
that we must seek the only authentic data that ean

now be obtained respecting the former commerce

of New Spain.
Free Trade began to take effect,) was 11 304,664 dollars; ﬂlllil

averaging 2,840,000 dollars on ecach year, in lieu of GIT,M' '

dollars, which was the average from 1774 to 1778.
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- The period comprehended in these returns, is a
term of twenty-five years, (from 1796 to 1820;) and
although it is to be regretted that the various items,
of which the importations consisted, are not specified
in the Balansa General, or General Balance of Trade,
(which is the name given to the Consulado Report,)
still, as these may be ascertained from other sources,
and more partigularly from Humboldt, the General
Balance is important, in as much as it gives the
total annual amount of the registered Exports and
Imports on a long term of years.

“According to Humboldt’s estimate, in 1803, the
ﬁrst of these (the Exports) consisted annually of

Value.
Gold and Silver 7 . . 17,000,000
Cochineal . : ' . 2,400,000
Sugar : . . . 1,300,000
Flour ! : ‘ y 300,000
Indigo (native) . . g 280,000
Salt Meat . x g . 100,000

Hides " : > 80,000

Sarsaparilla ‘ ‘ X 80,000
Vanilla : TN " ; 60,000

Jalap : il . .~ 60,000
Soap : k : ; 50,000

Campeche Wood . . : 40,000

Tabascan Pepper . 30,000 .

-?«7?&0’00 ;<

or 21,780,000 dollars, which he ﬁxes as the Average

amount of the Exports, as given by the Custom-

house Registers during several years of peace.

L e i 1 T —— e -
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The Average Imports of each year, according to
the same author, were— o
Value iit-i:Jl

Dollars.

Ropas, (linens, cottons, cloths, and silks) 9,200,000
Paper, 300,000 reams . . 1,000,000
Brandy . . v . 1,000,000
Cacao ; 3 y . 1,000,000
Quicksilver . g ; . 650,000
Iron = ’ : . 600,000
Steel " . . . 200,000

Wine . : ; . 700,000

Wax : . . : 300,90,@_

—_

Total 14,650,000

—_—

Or, more generally, Average Exports 22,000,000
Imports 15,000,000

—_————

Amount of Trade
(Mouvement du Commerce.)

37,000,000

This includes the silver exported on the accountof
the King, as well as the paper and quicksilver im=
ported for the Royal Monopolies; which circums=
stance it is necessary to bear in mind, because the
analysis of the Consulado Reports would, otherwise,
give a result so different from that given by Hum-
boldt, that the one would seem to contradict the
other, and thus render any calculation founded upon

the two illusory. But the Consulado never included

* American Produce,
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in the Balanza General the Imports or Exports on
the account of the Royal Treasury, which must,
therefore, be added to each year, in order to give
the total amount. :

During the twenty-five years comprehended in
the Veracruz annual report, the Trade of New
Spain, exclusive of smuggling, was as follows :—

Eaports. Dollars.

Value in dollars to Spain, 197,853,520
Ditto to Cuba, and Spanish

America, 49,388,246
Foreign Countries direct 32,292,457

Total 279,534,223

Imports.
From Spain . 186,125,113

Cuba, &c. 51,008,190
Foreign Countries direct 21,972,637

— e S——

259,105,940

Total Exports and Imports of 25 years 538,640,163

* The Exports consisted of,
The precious metals, . 209,777,206
69,757,017

Total 279,534,223
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Dollars,

Brought forward 279,534,223

The Imports were—

European productions

from Spain and her
Dependencies

American Produce

224,447,132
34,658,808

Total 259,105,940

538,640,163
ST T

Ahove nine-tenths of this were monopolized by
the Mother-country, as will appear by the following
statement :—

Value in dollars of Trade between
Spain, and her Dependencies, with
Mexico, from 1796 to 1820.

Value of Trade, during the same
period, with other countries direct

Exports and Imports

184,375,069
54,265,004

Total 538,640,163

e e et

Even this small amount of direct trade was due
to accidental circumstances, which compelled the
Court of Spain to deviate, occasionally, from all
ordinary rules; as was the case in 1807, 1808, and
1809, when foreign ships received licences to trade
with Veracruz, and exported, in the short spaceﬂf ¥
three years,—

- Other Produce

.‘.\_."
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Dollars.
27,825,504
2,043,480
554,652

30,428,636

_In Gold and Silver .
. In Cochineal
In Sugar

The direct Imports in the same time

were, 19,202,012

' Exp_orts and Imports, . 49,626,548

- The remainder of the direct trade
was distributed amongst the years
1817, 1818, and 1820, when it

amounted to . 4,638,546

Total of direct trade 54,265,004

- The average annual value of the commerce of
Veracruz, appears, by the foregoing statement, to
have been : '

Exports.
Precious Metals 8,391,088

2,790,280
11,181,368
Imports.

I__}}u’opean Manufactures and Produce
American Produce

l8,977,885
1,386,352

10,364,237

Total Imports and Exports . 21,545,606

¥OL. I. 2 E
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Of the Imports, four-tenths were the produce or
manufactures of Old Spain and her Colonies, and the
remaining six-tenths were the manufactures of other
Furopean countries, imported indirectly through
Spain, or Cuba, the returns for which were made
through the same medium.* iy

To the annual average amount of Imports and Ex-
ports given above, must be added 9,840,667 dollars
three reals; viz., 8,340,667 dollars, three reals,
which T find to be the average value (on a term:ﬁf
thirteen years, from 1779 t01791,) of the precious me:
tals exported on the King’s account; and 1,500,000
dollars, which on the lowest possible computaﬁ'ﬁﬁ,‘
must have been the value of the quicksilver, and
paper, introduced for the mines, and the Royal

Monopoly of Tobacco.
Dollars. ~ Reals

b &

The two together, give, on the | 9\
whole twenty-five years 296,016,684
which, added to the Imports and

Exports of the Balanza General 538,640,163 0

EdEy
ML

. 764,656,847 8

give

* 1 have borrowed the whole of this analysis of the Balm?
de Comercio, (page 416,) from a very able report on the Vera-'
cruz trade, drawn up by Mr. Mackenzie, who was His MI; sty
Consul there in 1823 and 1824, and whose investigations, with
regard to that period, I have taken advantage of throughout ﬁﬁ'

Section.
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;as the Total, or 80,586,273 dollars seven reals, as the
average annual amount of

| ar—— the whole Exports and
- This falls considerably short of Humboldt’s esti-
mate, (thirty-seven millions,) but is, I éonceive,
more correct, for in the twenty-two millions, at which
be values the exports of Mexico, he includes Sugar
to the amount of 1,300,000 do]lars,
Cochineal, 2,400,000 :
“and Flour, 300,000
oo - 4,000,000
yﬁhe.l'eas Sugar only averaged, from 1804 to 1810 in-
clusive, 281,025 dollars per annum ; and Cochineal
1,100,327 dollars; of Flour exported, I can find no
traces; so that, in these three articles alone, there
Was a diminution of 2,618,648 dollars, the estimate
being : ' . 4,000,000 dollars
the real exportation 1,381,352
. 9,618,648
calculated on a term of seven years*
+ This reduces Humboldt’s estimate from thirty-

i Difference

b 1 never venture to differ from Barofl Humboldt without both
dence and regret ; but in the present instance, I am merely
i g in 1827, what has actually occurred, in lieu of forming
an estimate beforehand ; which, however warranted by appear-
ances at the time, might be, and has been, contradicted by the
Course of events,

2EZ2
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seven millions, to 34,381,352 dollars ; and, as I have
perhaps underrated the value of the quicksilver and

paper, which may have amounted to something
more than one million and a half of dollars annual-

ly, the difference between the amount given by .

the Consulado Reports, and the calculations of the
Essai Politique, although still considerable, is much
reduced. : )

During this same period, the consumption of
woollens, and cottons, of hqme manufacture, in Mex-

ico, is supposed to have amounted, at least, to ten

millions of dollars annually ; or to two hundred and
fifty millions on the whole term of twenty-five years;
so that the home manufactures vgry nearly equaﬂei
in value the whole of the registered importatiéﬂ
from Europe and America, (259,105,940 dollars,)
notwithstanding the taste for the finer articlesrr'ﬁ
Buropean industry, (such as lace, rich silks, and
fine cloths,) which Humboldt states to have become
very prevalent about the beginning of this century.
It is true that the registered importation of Eure-
pean manufactures, does not give, by any means, the
amount of the real consumption of the country for
an average importation of 8,977,883 dollars, would
only give, on a population of six millions, a con-
sumption of twelve reals, (or one dollar and a half)
for each individual, in the year; while, according 0

the calculations of the Veracruz Consulado, the oﬂ-'
sumption of the produce and manufactures of the
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country, by each person, in the same time, averaged
thirty-two dollars and three reals. 11 e

« It is probable, therefore, that a contraband trade
to a very great extent was carried on; and conse-
quently, that the consumption of the home manu-
factures was never so nearly equal to that of the
European  manufactures, as would appear by the re-
gistered amount of both.

+ 8till, it would be an extraordinary fact, that, in a
-opnntry so thinly peppled as Mexico, any sort of
competition between the rude industry of the na-
tives, and the produce of European machinery
should have existed, did not the monopoly of Vera-
eruz sufficiently explain the circumstances, under
which this competition took place.
- This port was conveniently situated for the sup- |

* ply of the Capital, and the more central parts of the

Table land ; but the distance rendered it nearly: in-
accessible to the Northern States, there being few
residents in Diirangs, Sonord, New Mexico, or the
Euwm Internal Provinces, rich enough to afford a
supply of articles, the value of which, in addition to
the high duties, and the two hundred per cent. pro-
fits of the importer, was enhanced by a land carriage

* of from three, to five, hundred leagues.

- The great majority of the population was conse-

‘quently compelled to seek, in its own industry, a sub-
. stitute for those necessaries, which it was unable to

Procure from the manufacturing nations of the Old
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World afthough there was not, I believe, an artmh :
of Mexican manufacture, that might not. have been
procured from Europe, of a superior quality, and af
an infinitely lower price.* e .fzf
Here, too, monopoly exercised its pernicious 3;.
fluence : as soon as the native manufactures becm!
of importance, they fell into the hands of Spa@
capitalists, who concentrated them, as much .as pal-
sible, in the immediate vicinity of the Capital, (at
La Puebla and Qué&rétirs,) from which placea-'ﬁ:
inhabitants of the Interior, (where all rival estabi_llf
ments were discouraged,) were forced to draw thti
supplies of all the articles of ordinary consumption.
The effects of this system upon both the forﬁ?
and domestic trade of the country, were develolﬂg
in1811, by Mr. RamJs Arizpé, (then deputy wtﬁe
Cortes for the State of COhithiiild,) in a report upon
the Bastern Internal Provinces, to which I lh’&
alveady had occasion to allude. (Book 1., Section
IV _ s

il
# Imitations of some of the best of the Mexican manufaqt?ﬂg
have been tried at Glasgow, and it has been ‘found g::l:ﬁ:ﬁ&t
rape, or party-coloured woollen wrapper, which, at : W:ﬂ.
Quérétird, sells for eighteen, twenty, and even thenty- v 8
lars, might be made here, sent across the Ai:la.ntlct and sold o .ﬂ'
the Table land, with freight, carriage, and profit included, |
eight, or, at most, ten dollars. e
+ ',I'he Eastern Internal Provinces, under the oldterl’fﬂ?iﬂ

division of the country, comprehended CShihuild and Texss,

. Ll

New Lion, New Sintandér, and Timiulipis. 198
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" He there states, that the cotton and wool pro-
duced in these Provinces, were exported, and return-
ed, at the end of the year, from Quérétirs and San
Luis, rudely made up, indeed, but charged with all
the additional costs of double carriage, and of three
or four Alcivlis, in proportion to the number of
hands, through which they had passed.

- With regard to European goods, he demonstrates
the disadvantage to be still greater. They were
bought in Cadiz of the second hand, (there being but
few articles imported into Mexico of bond fide Spa-
nish produce ;) in Veracruz, of the third; in Mexico,
Qiterétéird, or Zicitécis, (the principal inland depdts)
of the fourth; at the great fair of Saltillo, (where the
retail dealers of the Eastern Provinces purchased
their yearly provision,) of the fifth, and in each of
these Provinces, of the sixth hand. |
~ Before they arrived there, they paid a duty on
entering Cadiz, and another on leaving it made up
for the American market ; a duty on entering Ve-
racruz ; Alcﬁvﬁlz‘i, on the sale there; Alcﬁvﬁlﬁ, on
the second transfer at Mexico, or Quérétird, where
the Saltillo trader made his purchases ; Alcavala, at
Saltillo, and Aleavala again in each of the Provincial
towns, where the goods were ultimately retailed.
The original manufacturer had his profit; the Cadiz
merchant his; the merchants of Veracruz, and Mex-

i6o, or Queretaro, theirs ; the Saltillo trader his; the
tetail dealers theirs again; while the whole of these
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accumulated duties, and profits, together with ‘the

charges of a land carriage from the coast, by the

most circuitous route, fell upon the unfortunate in=:

habitants of a portion of the country, which, under ki

a more judicious system, might have seen all its
wants supplied, through the ports of San. Bernardoy,
(in Texas;) Refugio, (at the mouth of the Rio
Bravo;) and Altamira, (all of which are within sixty
leagues of some of the principal towns,) at a mode-
rate price, and without there being a single natural
difficulty to be overcome. i
 But any change in this respect, required  (as
stated by the Regency, in 1810, on the repeal of the
first concessions in favour of a free trade,) a previous
revision of the whole code of prohibitive laws ; and

this was a subject of too much delicacy for the mo-
nopolists of (Cadiz, and Veracruz, to allow of any
interference with it, which their money, or influence

aid

conld avert.

As long as these lasted, all the ports to the North
of Veracruz remained closed, and the inhabitants of
the Frontier provinces of Mexico were compelled to
lay in their whole stock of necessaries for the year,
at the great fair of Saltillo. Even- there, they la-
boured under peculiar disadvantages. So little of
the money coined in the Capital found its way back
to the North, that the farmers were often obliged to
make their payments in kind, which was done ‘at
such a loss, that the whole produce of an estate was
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sometimes insufficient to enable the proprietor to
furnish his family with the proper supplies. In this
case, credit was given upon a mortgage of a part of
the property ; and the debt was allowed to iﬁcrease,.
from year to year, until the whole estate was swal-
lowed up.

It will hardly be believed that this iniquitous
scheme formed not the least lucrative part of ‘the
speculations of the Mexican and Saltillo trader, and
that no inconsiderable portion of the landed property
in the North, was thrown by it, latterly, into their
hands. ‘ :

- The Western Internal Provinces, which abounded
more in' the precious metals, were enable(i, by this
means, to obtain a more regular supply of European
goods ; and thousands of mules were employed, before
the year 1810, in the trade between Diirangé and
the Capital. They came, loaded with bars of silver,
hides, tallow, corn, a little wine, chile, and sometimes
v;rheat; and returned with. mining stores, (quick-
silver, steel, and iron,) brandy, and ‘manufactures,
both foreign and domestic.
+During this period, at Puebld alone, 20,000 Man-
tas, (pieces of cotton of thirty-two yards each,)
were often made in the year; and, at Quérétird,
fiom sixty-three, to sixty-five, thousand Arrobas of
-}1‘?01 were worked up into Panos, Xergetillas, Bayetas,
and Xergas, under which names the different woollen
Manufactures, in use amongst the common people,




