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dually effected. The Estimates for the year 1825,
amounted to mearly nineteen millions of  dollars,
(18,916,524 dollars); in 1826, they were reduced to
13,587,083 dollars; and in 1827, (as I have just
stated,) to 10,378,678 dollars. = From this again the
Minister conceives that one fourth may be deducted,
without too much weakening the national means of
defence ; thus reducing the total expense of the
army in 1829, to 7,784,000: and he expresses both
in the report for 1826, and in that of the present
year, his hopes that it may be ultimately brought
down to seven millions of dollars, which he regards
as the minimum, until the war with Spain be at an
end.

The greatest credit is due to General GOmEz
Pédrazi for the zeal with which he has carried the
views of the Congress respecting the organization of
the Militia, into execution. By mo other means
could so great a reduction in the troops of the line,
(and consequently in the expenses of the War de
partment) have been. effected ; and, from what he

has already done, I see every reason to believe that,
before the expiration of the present Presidency,’

(April, 1829,) the minimum of seven millions' of
dollars will be attained. il

But a saving of eleven millions of dollars annually,
is not the only beneficial change that has been in-
troduced into the War department, during the
present Presidency. Nothing could be more de-
plorable than the state of the army in the Autumn
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of 1824, The Revolution had destroyed all disci-

 pline, and all respect for the Civil Authorities; and
the soldier, accustomed to the license of a camp,
was ready to follow any leader that could promise
him plunder, in lieu of his arrears of pay. This
dangerous state of things ended with the establish-
ment of the Constitution, and the command of
money, which the Government obtained by means
of the Foreign loans. The troops, well clothed, well
fed, and punctually paid, were soon brought into
subjection. A number of the most turbulent offi-
cers were dismissed on half-pay, and the greatest
aftention was paid to the gradual improvement of
the remainder.

Arms were distributed in equal proportions to
the Militia and the Troops of the line, so as to make
them serve, in some measure, as a check upon each
other ; and as the new system has been, at the same
time, gradually taking root, and acquiring stability,
there has been little difficulty in preserving tran-
quillity, and repressing partial disorders wherever

_ they appeared. Since the insurrection of Lobatd,
" in 1824, there has been but one instance of gross

insubordination on the part of any corps, or regi-
ment, and that was repressed without the inter-
vention of an armed force. It occurred at Durango,
where one of the lieutenants of a regiment of cavalry
quartered in the town, found means to persuade
his men, that he had orders from the President to
carry into execution, there, a project for central-




314 MEXICO IN 1827. r

izing the Republic; and, after seizing, with their
assistance, his superior officers, published a bando, or :
decree, deposing the constituted authorities, dis
solving the State Congress, and, in fact, declaring
himself the lord and master of the place.

This extraordinary state of things lasted until
intelligence of what had passed reached the Capital,
when Gonzalez, and all his followers, were outlawed
by the Congress, and troops from the neighbouring
states of Jiliscd and Zicitecis were ordered to
march against them. Three thousand men would
have been assembled before Durango in three weeks,
but General Parres, the Military Commandant of
Jiliscd, who was appointed to take the command
of the expedition, felt so confident that the troops
under Gonzalez had been deceived by false repre-
sentations, that he advanced upon Durango with
an escort of only fifty dragoons, and was joined,
as he expected, by the whole of Gonzalez’s men
the instant that the decree of Congress was com-
municated to them. Their leader, unfortunately,
escaped with one of his associates, and, up to the
time of my departure from Mexico, had not received ﬁ |
the punishment, which he had so justly merited.

The vigour displayed, both by the Congress and
the Executive, upon this occasion, produced the
very best effect ; but it must be admitted that in
a country where, from the extreme ignorance of the
soldiery, and the unsettled character of many of the
officers, facilities exist for such attempts as these,
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a large standing army is not unaccompanied with
some danger. The best security lies in the sepa-
ration of the different Corps, which prevents any
large mass of troops from being acted upon by the
influence of any particular officer ; and in the op-
position which public opinion in one State, (acting,
of course, in some degree upon the troops resident
there), presents to any violent innovation in another.
This, as long as there exists no cause of complaint
common to the whole army, will be sufficient to pre-
serve tranquillity. In the mean time, due attention
should be paid to the manly representations of the
Minister of War respecting the mode in which the
army is at present recruited, and the greatest pains
faken to prevent the ranks from being filled with
the scum and refuse of society, with which the
States but too often supply the deficiencies in their
legal Contingent. The better sort of Mexican sol-
dier is excellent of his kind. He possesses great
docility, great powers of enduring fatigue, consider-
able personal courage, and great readiness in ac-
quiring all the manual duties of his profession : such,
at least, is the character which I have constantly
heard given of them both by their own officers, and
by foreigners, who have held any command amongst
them : but the bad are bad indeed, and, perhaps,
more difficult to manage than any other race of men
in existence. .

~ Notwithstanding the nominal war with Spain, few
countries are so well able as Mexico to dispense with
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the existence of a large permanent force. ~There is
hardly a single point upon her long—exten'ded line of
coast, upon which it would be practicable to dis-
embark an invading army ; and were it even landed,
such are the difficulties with which it would have
to contend upon the ascent to the Interior, from the
want of roads, and provisions, and the deadly nature
of the climate, that its destruction would be almost
inevitable. A month’s detention in theTierra Caliente
would be equivalent to the loss of a pitched battle;
and, even supposing every natural defence to be
successively carried in the shortest possible time, &
mouth would hardly, under any circumstances, suffice
to reach the Table-land. There, the struggle would
commence anew ; and such is the horror entertained
at present, of foreign domination, that I am con=
vinced that a levy en masse of the whole population,
would be the consequence of any hostile aggression.
How formidable this might prove, in a country where
the distances are too great to admit of lines of com=
munication being kept up, and where the greatest
part of the population are admirable horsemen, and
not unaccustomed to partizan warfare, it is needless
to point out : but I do not think that the most for-
midable expeditionary army that Spain could furnish,
would have the slightest chance of success.

It might desolate a portion of the country, and
throw it back fifty years, in the career of civilization,
but few would live to tell the tale, and little en-
couragement would be given for a second attempt:
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Mexico possesses only five fortresses, St. John of
Ullod, Cimpéch, Péroté, Acipiled, and Sin Blis.
In most of them the works are in a bad state, but
there is little prospect of their being necessary.

The Government has published a table of the
quantity of arms of all kinds now in its possession ;
that is, either distributed to the troops, or in the
Public magazines, which.I subjoin. (No. 3:)

Most of the muskets, sabres, pistols, and lances,
have been purchased during the last three years,

and are in very good order. The Brass artillery, too,
Which is all Spanish, is beautiful; but many of the
iron guns are, probably, unfit for service. The sum
total is formidable, and amply sufficient for the de-
fence of the country.
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TABLE, No. 1.

TROOPS OF THE LINE. Astillery. | Infantry. | Cavalry.

Thirteen brigades of artillery - -| 1178 589
Twelve battalions of infantry - -
Twelve regiments of cavalry - - 6708
Thirty-four presidial companies - 3317
Eleven compagnias sueltas on the
coasts J r . 200

g 1178| 10796 10814

MILICIA ACTIVA.

Tivelve companies of artillery - -| . 1152
Twenty battalions of infantry in
the interior . . -
Thirtéen battalions on the coasts
Six squadrons and nine compa-

nies of coast guards - .
Fifteen companies in the northern

States - - -
One squadron at Mizitlan - -

1152

TABLE, No. 2.

FORCE UNDER ARMs IN 1827.
Troops of the Line, vide preceding Table.

MILICIA ACTIVA.
}Artillery. Infantry. | Cavalry.

Four battalions in the interior -l 4848
Four battalions guarda costas = 2000
Two squadrons and three compa~
nies guarda coslas - - 825
Fifteen presidial companies - - 1500
One squadron at Mazatlan - - 200

—_—

6848 | 2525
General resume of Force under Arms.

Troops of the line - - - 22788
Militia - - - - 9373

gleze 2|2
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TABLE, No. 3.

Brass cannon of different calibers

Iron ditto - : 5

Brass culverins -

Mortars -

Carronades, &c. - .
Cannon-balls of from 36 to 6
Rounds of grape - -
Shells -

Muskets

Rifles

Carbines

Pistols

Sabres, &e.

Lances -

A _Bﬂ_ll-cartridges

308

456

35

17

93
210,145
19,913
38,644
111,564
2,000

- 15,280
8,000 pairs
< 26,500
5,792

- 3,701,113

Total
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SECTION IIL

RELIGION :(—STATE OF THE ECCLESIASTICAL
ESTABLISHMENTS IN MEXICO; NUMBER OF
BISHOPRICS — OF SECI}LAR AND REGULA#
CLERGY-—REVENUES——INFLUENCE-—EFFECTS’
PRODUCED BY THE REVOLUTION —FOREIGN=

ERS, HOW SITUATED.

THE great influence exercised by the Roman

Catholic Clergy in every country where their creed'
prevails, and the power which they possess, of co:%-
verting that influence into a most formidable poli-

renders an enquiry into the state of
ht understand-

tical engine, . :
the Mexican Church essential to a rig

ing of the progress and prospects of the cotlnt.ry..
The religion introduced by the Spaniards 'mfﬂ
New Spain, and propagated amongst the Natw:s,
more by the arms of the first Conquerorst than by
the arguments of the Friars who accompanied the'fﬂl;
was, of course, that of the Church of Rome wh%c
has been preserved, during the last t.hree centurlfs,
in all the purity of doctrine, but with all the in=

tolerance of spirit, for which the Mother countey -

so remarkable.
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In some respects, however, the situation of Mex-
ico differed essentially from that of Spain : no direct
intercourse with Rome ever took place; no Papal

- Legate or Nuntio was admitted ; and no Bull, Re-

seript, or Indulgence, was allowed to circulate, until
it had received the Regium Ewvequatur, or Placet,
from the Council of the Indies.

The causes of this extreme circumspection, on the
part of Spain, I have explained in the Section Which
treats of her Colonial Policy, (Book I. Section IV.)

It gave a peculiar character to the whole religious

system of America, and prepared the way for that
spirit of Independence which has been displayed by
most of the New States in their intercourse with the
See of Rome, since their assumption of a political
existence.

But this was not the only effect produced by the
application of the ordinary principles of the Colonial
System of Spain to the Ecclesiastical institutions of
the Colonies. In Mexico, at least, it may be re-
garded as one of the principal causes of the Revolu-
tion. The Secular, or Parochial Clergy, shared in
all the disadvantages under which their Creole coun-
trymen were condemned to labour, by the jealous
Policy of the Mother country.

- They were excluded from all the higher degrees

of Church preferment, and left to fulfil the laborious
duties of parish priests, while the Bishoprics, the Dean-
eries, and the Chapters of the different Cathedrals,,

Wwere filled by old Spaniards, many of whom never saw
VOL. 1. b o
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the country, in which they were destined to hold so

conspicuous a station, until they were sent out to

enter at once upon its richest benefices. i

It is true that some of these new Dignitaries dis-
played a spirit truly apostolical ; while others have
left monuments of their munificence, which prove,
that they regarded their reveriues, mot ds a patris
mony, but as held in trust for the benefit of their
adopted country.* Still they were strangers,—they
were a privileged Cusle, they held, what they did
hold, to the prejudice, and exclusion of the Nativesj
and these were- offences which no virtues could re-
deem. They sufficiently account for the fact of s0
many of the first leaders of the Revolution having
been Clergymen : Hidalgo, Morelos, Matamoraos, and
numberless others, who perished during the wat

were all Curas, or Parish priests; and the facility

with which they induced the lower classes to follow
their standards, at a time, when, out of th

their-adherents, nineteen knew nothing of the rights

of the cause in which they were engaged, is no meat
proof of the advantages which the Crown might have.
derived from their support, had it been secured by @

sion.

# | allude more part_icularly to the establishment of hmt‘:' ﬁ ﬁ’
1in all the Bishopries, w0

nstruction of the magnificent Aqueduct of Valladolid,

which was the work of one of the Bishops of that See. {7} ot '

which seems to have been gene

the co

timely participation in the honours of their profes:
Hatg!

As it ‘was, they were compelled, like the rest of
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thg Creoles, to seek in the Independence of thei
country the enjoyment of those rights, of whi 9
they had been so long deprived; and allhou h :;h
atte-.mpt failed in 1810, and the first Insurrgect' ‘
(which may be termed the insurrection of the Clermn’
w alt‘nost suppressed, still, without it, that of %‘}{)
ﬁrm.y in 1.821 would never have taken place, an:ia
s;::o might have been, to this day, a Province of
| .The fatql influence of the Clergy is' frequently in-
sisl;et_l upon, both in Calleja’s letter to the Kin
and in the representation of the Audiencia to thg,
Qﬁﬂes, to_which I have so often had occasion t:
M, (Vide Appendix ;) and there is no- doubt
that the fact of so many Curas being engaged on the

 Independent side, could alone have destroyed the

;.ﬁeacy of those spiritnal weapons, of which the

feeregal Government endeavoured to avail itself
afth'e commencement of the contest. Excommus-
Pi@gtlons fell harmless when directed against per-
@;-Whose sacred character acted as a shield aga?:s;
them; and Hidalgo was not less respected, or less

implicitly obeyed, by his followers, because declared,

bﬁﬁby the Inquisition and by the Bishop of Val-
ﬂtmdh » to be no longer within the pale of the Church
lough such a denunciation, if directed against a’

. ]é?mgn, might have been attended with the most

ﬁeﬁous consequences.
h;‘h. ..Court of Madrid saw its error when too
» and the elevation of Don Antonio Perez (a
Y 2
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Creole,) to the Bishopric of La Puebla, in 1815, proves
how willingly it would have retraced its steps. ~Buf
it was no longer time for conciliation : notwithstand-
ing their privileges, as servants of the altar, a num-
ber of priests had sealed, with their blood, their new
political creed ; others were noted as waverings;
others as notoriously disaffected 3 the passions of all
were excited, and it was soon evident that a good
understanding between the Crown and the Parochial
Clergy was impossible. ,
The Old System was therefore pursued, and, up
to 1820, all benefices were conferred upon Gacht
pines; a circumstance which not a little facilitated
the changes which the following year was destined

to produce.

It is a singular fact, that, after taking so promi* ‘

pent a part in the struggle which preceded the Re-
yolution, the Mexican Clergy should be almost the
only class of Creoles that has derived, as yet, 10
advantage from the event. In the Army, the Coi
gress, the Government-offices, and the Law, Natives
were substituted at once for the Spaniards, whom
the Viceregal Government had employed ; but. the
different tenure by which Fedlesiastical preferments
are held, prevented this change from extending ¥
the Church. Nor was this the only difficulty to be
surmounted : the separation from Spain bad brokel
the link, by which Mexico was: connected with the
See of Rome; and the establishment of a direct it-
tercourse, at a moment, When the possession of an
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imliependent existence by New Spain was not ad
;utfzg by any European Power, and was loudly
enied by the Mother country, was found to be by

Do means an easy task,

To trench too suddenly upon the privileges of th
I:'Ioly See, and to attempt to exercisé, at once, the
n.ght of Patronage formerly vested in the I,(in :
.‘;fmt:;;)euti) Zhe possibilit‘y of obtaining the conﬁrmaticﬁi

. . pe, was thought too dangerous an expe-
nmclag in a- co.untry, where a compliance with the
;p:p r preJudlces.of the day rendered it neéessary
ralmsert, as t'he third article of a Constitution, (libe-
thate:}?:il;em- every other ‘respect,) a declaration
e rcise " of no religion but that of the
firch.o Rome should be tolerated within-the ter-

_ntories of the Republic.

ﬁg:(:::s::ese trying circumstances, great prudence

e ry:, and grea.t moderation has been shown.

mrests‘ g('))fr', tl;lle ev;ry .mstance, have preferred the

individual advan{;:efrf:;: o s 5 )

ehiaresfn})]m mmstmg' upon .hasty, or prelhature
ges, the old Spanish Dignitaries have not only

“been i
1o all;wed to retain undisturbed possession of
their preferments, but even vacancies have not been

i:-l:dczféo l{(r;atthe.hope that the speedy conclusion

R with t.he See of Rome would give

ek ment a right of Patronage, to which -
e e mos.t' zealous Catholics could object.

e probability of such an arrangement there
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is mot, at present, any appearance; t¥1e Pop.e.n'u
having yet consented to receive a Mfemcan Mm?; |
in his public capacity. But the six years whi .
have elapsed since the declaration of -Indepe.ndenau
have rendered the concurrence of His Holmess 1??
longer of such vital importance. The cttuntry hal
been prepared, gradually, for a change, which canr_xgj
now be much longer deferred ; and should thereljia
any farther delay on the part of the (‘]01.1rt of Rome;
the situation of the Mexican Church is such, thﬁt
the Government, in assuming the right of presei_li-
tation to all vacancies, will not only be supported.rb;ii
the Clergy, but will set the stamp of law upon the

1 o

i tion. .
general wish of the na 3
A short view of the present state of the Ecdle-

siastical establishments of New Spain will P“‘bé

is point in a clearer light.
thi'i‘ge Republic is divided into one Arc}{bishopﬁ
(that of Mexico,) and the nine Bishoprics Of;jﬁ
Puebli, Guidilijark, Vallidsd, Diirang, Mo
réy, Oljict, Yiicitan, Chiapd, and S5nord. b

All these, with the exception of SOnord, hafﬁ
(Cathedral Churches and Chapters, (Cabildos Eﬂiﬁ‘
siasticos), which, with the Collegiate Cl}apter of G;:
delupe,* contain one hundred and eighty-five Fr&

bendaries and Canonries, formerly in the gift of he

W,

King. s

ikt

% A drawing of the Church of Guadelupe, about a leagmim
the Capital, is qnuexed.
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" Seven of the Bishoprics, and Seventy-nine of the
benefices attached to the Cathedrals, are now vacant.
Some of the Chapters are reduced to two or three
individuals ; many of whom are old, and unable to
execute the duties of their situations. Of:the three
remaining Bishops, (those of La Puebli, Yiicitan,
and 6&“11{505,) One (the Bishop of Yucatan), is ab-
solutely in his dotage ; ‘and the other two, from their
position in the, Southern part of the Republic, are
unable to ordain those who wish to enter into orders
in the North, without eompelling them to undertake

a journey of three or four hundred leagues, in order

to undergo the necessary examinations. The Pri-
mate, Don Pedro Fonte, Archbishop of Mexico, has,
from political causes, forsaken the country, and is
now residing in Spain, as are the proprietors of a
mumber of other inferior benefices, the annual in-
come of which, (amounting to 871,148 dollars) has
been sequestered by the Government. The Paro-
chial Clergy distributed amongst the 1194 parishes,
into which the country is divided, are those who
suffer most severely from the present disorganization
of the Church. ' They are not only deprived by it
of the preferment to which their services entitle
them, but many, who accepted in 1821, livings in
Teerra Caliénte, or other unhealthy districts, upon
an understanding that they were to be held, (as be-
fore the Revolution) for a short term of years, are
Compelled still to retain their situations, until the
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exercise of the right of Patronage enables the Go-
vernment to relieve them. '

Under these circumstances, it is not extraordinar}v
that the inconveniences of a dependent existence
should be so strongly' felt, as to create a very g
neral desire for emancipation ; and should the Pope
neglect the present opportunity, or insist upon on-
erous conditions in the Concordat, which the Govern:
ment is still desirous to frame, he .will find, when
too late, that he has no longer any hold upon the
country, and that the Colonial Policy of Rome will
not be more patiently endured, than the Colonial
Policy of the Court of Madrid.

The total inefficacy of Spiritual arms in the New
World has been very recently proved by the recep:

the Circular Bull or Enciclica, ad-
dressed by the Court of Rome to the Archbishops
Bishops, and Clergy in general of the Anmericas,
on the 24th of September, 1824, exhorting them,

tion given to

« to be silent no longer; but to unite in
back their flocks to the path of the commandments
of that Lord, who places Kings upon their thrones,
and connects, by indissoluble ties, the presgrvaﬁ&ﬂ
of their rights and authority, with the welfare of

His Holy Church.” -
"The Government of Mexico, convinced that, ina

* Vide Enciclica, a8 published in the Madrid Gazette ﬂfﬂlé

10¢h Februar
saume year.

Jeading -

g, 1825, and in that of Mexico, July 6, of the
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discus?ion of this nature, reason and common sense
jien i its favour, was not deterred from enterin
upon‘lt by any fears of the intrigues of the Olg'
Spaniards, the prejudices of the people, or the su
posed infallibility of the Pope. The Bull was couI::
mt.mit:ated' to the nation at large, as soon as re-
celfefi, in the Government Gazette; and there was
certalhl'y nothing that savoured either of bigotry, or
supf:rstltion, in the notes by which it was acc:)m
panied. They contained no affectation of humilit -
10 expressions of an eager desire to be reconcih::i
1;? the Holy See, but entered boldly into the ques
txerp of the Pope’s Spiritual and Temporal Sove‘
reignty ; declared the two to be incompatible ; an(;
even hinted, very distinctly, that any fartht:r at-
t?mpf, on the part of his Holiness, to exercise autho-
nty in the affairs of this world, would not onl
pr(?v.e unsuccessful, but must lead to the loss of hii
Spiritual jurisdiction likewise. This manly stand
on the part of the Government, against the encroach:
ments of the Holy See, was received with universal
approbation. The Legislatures of the States, the

Bishops, and the Cathedral Chapters, all expressed

giclr concurrence in the doctrines laid down in the
Pastl;l; of the Minister for Ecclesiastical Affairs:
Shels were addressed by them, upon the subject
l:;ethelr respective flocks ; and as the influence o;'
e Government and the Church were thus thrown
ito th? same scalt_e, the Enciclica not only failed
Creating the desired impression, but produced an
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effect diametrically opposite to that which was in-
tended. .
Not the slightest difference of opinion appeared
amongst the natives; and as the President, (who
was then armed with extraordinary powers) took
advantage of the most critical moment to banish
to California two old Spaniards, (the Editors of the
Filantropo newspaper at Tampico,) Who had endea-
voured to circulate, surreptitiously, copies of the
Bull amongst the inhabitants of N‘ew'Leon and San
Luis, the other Spanish residents were effectually
deterred, by this rigorous measure, from making
any attempt to excite the lower classes, in the name
of Religion, to rebellion against the \constitufeﬂ
authorities. J : &
The work of Baron Humboldt, and the| admirable
reports presented to Congi'ess in 1826, and 1827, by
the Mexican Minister for Ecclesiastical Affairs, ]301!
Miguel Ramos Arizpe, enable me to institute &

comparison, founded upon the most authentic data,
between the condition of the Mexican Church be-

fore the Revolution and at the present day.

In 1802, the number of Ecclesiastics, Secular and

Regular, in New Spain, was estimated at ten thot-
sand, or at thirteen thousand, including the lay-
brothers of convents, and other subordinate hangers-
on of the Church. The Secular Clergy was compﬂSéf‘_
of about five thousand Priests (Clerigos) ; the Regﬂ‘[
lars, wearing the habits of different Orders, of nearly
an equal number, of whom two thousand five hundred
(including lay-brothers) resided in the convents of

MEXICO IN 1827. 3381

the Capital alone. There were only nine bishops,
including the Primate, the See of Chiapa not being
then considered as annexed to Mexice. Their re-
venues were supposed to be :—

. | Dollars.
Those of the Archbishop of Mexico . . 130,000

Of the Bishop of La Puebla i . 110,000
Valladolid 4 " A . 100,000
Gngdalajara K ! A . 90,000
‘Durango . ’ ; . 35,000
Monterey y N . . 30,000
Yucatan . . x ¢ . 20,000

Oaxaca . . : : . 18,000

s - : - , . 6,000

Total : . . 439,000

This income was. produced, principally, by that
portion of the tithes, which was destined for the sub-
sistenice of the Clergy. The annual average amount’
of these, (upon a term of ten years given by Hum-
boldt) appears to have been, in the year 1790 :—

In Dollars. Reals.

Mex_ico g ) .. 708,287  §
La Puebla . . . 350,888 8

Valladolia . : . 393,040

Qj‘?‘“"a : : . 86,323

257,910
108,031

. 1,835,382

T (R i ol I b ey T g = ULl
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collected in the six principal Bishoprics. From the

others, there seem to have been 10 regular retl.:irns;,;
In addition to this revenue, the Clergy possesse an

immense capital in specie, which had accumulated,

during three centuries, under the .denorfli.natio:rﬂ of
Capitales de Capellanias,y Obras Pias, aTlsmg p. : ﬂ;‘;
from bequests, and partly from surplus incomes; t
whole of which was supposed, in 1805, to amom:%
to Forty-four millions and a half of dollars. Tdhg
capital, which was lent upon mortgage to the latm -
proprietors of the country at a very m.odera dt;s tﬁ'
terest, and secured upon their est.ate's, was =
buted amongst the different Bishoprics in the followi |

ing proportions i— D},nm;

9,000,000
. 6,500,000
. 4,500,000
. 3,000,000
1,000,000
2,000,000

Mexico

La Puebla

Valladolid

Guadalajara ;

' Durango, Monterey, and Sonora
xaca and Merida : ;

gla)ras Pias, belonging to the Regular

Clergy = - .

; 2,500’000
. nvents, &
Funds of dotations of churches, co . 16,000 Pe

0,000
Total " . . w

.!:;

and nunneries

The landed property of the Church (bienes. raices)
bore no proportion to its Capital in specic:
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« whole value was not supposed to exceed two and
~ ahalf; or three millions of dollars; and this advan-

tage will be duly appreciated by those who have
seen the effects of territorial influence on the part
of the Clergy, combined with that of religion, ex-
emplified in the Peninsula. ,
- In 1826, the number of the Secular Clergy was
estimated at 8473, and in 1827, at 3677. The
number of those who took orders during each of

~ these years is mot supposed to have amounted to

one-fourth .of those who were ordained in 1808.

The Regular Clergy is divided into fourteen Pro-
vinces, possessing 150 Convents, which contained, in
all, 1918 Friars; so that the whole of the Secular
and Regular Clergy of the present day does not much
exceed one-half of the number known to exist in
1803 (100,005,595).

- The capitals of the Church have diminished nearly
in an equal proportion. Of the forty-four niillions,
which they originally possessed, a part was seized
by the Spanish Government in 1805, and 1806,
under the administration of the Prince of the Peace,
in order to form a Sinking-fund for the redemption
of Royal Vales ; a part was embarged by the Autho-
rities in order to meet the exigencies of the moment

during the Revolution; and another part swallowed

up by those charged with the administration of the
funds, (los Directores de Obras Pias, &c.,) amidst the
general disorder and confusion that ensued. In
1826, Mr. Ramos Arizpe valued the whole remain-




