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against a division of eight hundre(.i men, under th‘fa"
command of Colonel Orrantia, which was detatched
%o watch his motions, and to protect the supplies of
the army. After passing nearly. the whf)le month
of September in this manner, Mma,.fom:rm_ced bot1\1
of the impossibility of attacking Lidan's intrench-
ments with the troops under his comman('l, am? o?
the necessity of striking a blow of suf‘ﬁment u'n-
portance elsewhere, to induce the R(.)yahstf t\?. fmg
the siege, resolved to attempt to sul:pnse Guindj uafii,f
where, it is said, that he had’ re.cewed assul:ancesb.
a disposition to assist him being entertained y
several -of the' principal inhabitants. Not 0111y_h1?
friends, but the members of the Junta of Jaujclllié,
whom he consulted upon this occasion, remonstrated

. Auiak . ,
strongly against this enterprize, but in vain : Minas.

mind was bent upon it, and, on the 94th of October,

he succeeded, by secret and well-combined. mar’ch.g&- i
in concentrating his whole force at a little mme

called La Mina de la Luz, in the very midst of the
mountains, and ‘only four leagues from the town,

without- the Spanish Authorities being in- the least

aware of his approach: At nightfall, he attacked

. %
the gates, which were carried almost without op-

position, and his troops penetrated into the very

centre of the town; but there, their subordmatI‘DIiI
and courage failed them at once. The men refused

to advance ; time was given for  the garrison to;)l:;
put under ‘arms, and no sooner were a few s.hht!
exchanged, than Mina’s whole division took to flight,
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and that with such precipitation, that only five of
the whole number were killed. A general disper-
sion.ensued, by Mina’s own order, who appears to
have been too thoroughly disgusted with his new
‘associates, to hope ever to effect any thing with their
. assistance ; nor is it known what line he intended to
take, had time been allowed him for deliberation.
This, however, was not the case. On quitting Gua-
najuato, accompanied only by a very small escort,
he took the road to the Rancho del Vénidito, in the
direction of the Hacienda of La Tlichijerd, which
belonged to Don Mariano Herrera, a friend whom
he probably wished to consult with regard to his
future plans. He arrived at the Rancho on the

~ 26th, and resolved to pass the night there, conceiv-

ing it impossible that Orrantia should have received

 intelligence of his route, as he had purposely avoided

all beaten roads. His intentions, however, were dis-
covered by a friar, whom he met at a little Indian
village through which he passed, and who instantly

(onveyed the news to Orrantia, who detached, on

Teceiving it, a party of five hundred horse, which
invested the house at day-break on the 27th, and,
after dispersing Mina's escort, seized the General
himself, in the act of rushing out of the house, un-

Aarmed, and almdst undressed, in order to ascertain

the cause of the confusion without. Don Pedro
Mbréno, the Commandant of Sombrérs, was taken

at the same time, and immediately shot.

Mina was conveyed pinioned. to frﬁpt‘xz‘ztﬁ, where
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he was presented to Orrantia, who had.the meanaf
ness not only to revile his fallen enemy In th? most
opprobrious terms, hut actually to str'lke, him mf
peatedly with the flat of his sword. Mma s rebuki
was dignified and striking: “I regr(?t to have be-
come a prisoner, but to have fallen into the han@
of a man, regardless alike of the character of a Spa.-:
niard and a soldier, renders my misfortune doubly
keen.” .
From the hands of this unworthy fog, he was
removed to Lifian’s head quarters, where he re-
ceived the treatment due to a soldier, and a gen-
tleman, though every precaution was taken to pre-"
vent the possibility of an escape. : -
On the 10th of November, the courier, wfmrft
Lifian had sent to the Capital, to take Apﬁdaciq_
commands with regard to his prisoner’s f:ate, returned
with orders for his immediate execu.tlon; and, ow
the 11th, this sentence was carried into effect, i
the presence of all the surgeons of the ammyy :n;
the captains of each company, who were directe

certify the fact of his death. (4
Mi{la is said to have met his fate with great firm=

ness. He appears, however, to have er.mertainfdd‘-
latterly, some doubts with regard to the cause whw?b
he had espoused, and an anxious YWish to clear his

memory, with his own countrymen, from the 1mpu-

tation of having wished to separate Mexico fr;)e:l‘
Spain. With this view, I presume, he wrote a It

I
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ter to General Linan, on the 3d of November, the
authenticity of which, though denied by Robinson,
has been established by the discovery of the original
in Mina’s hand, by Don Carlos Bustamante, in which
he assures him, that “ if he had ever ceased to be a
good Spaniard, it was erroneously, and not inten-
tionally, that he had done so :” and adds, “ that he
is convinced that the Independent party can never

succeed in Mexico, and must occasion the ruin of

the country.” That such should have been Mina’s
sentiments, after the experience which he had of the
men, by whom the Insurgent cause was then sup-

~ ported, is perfectly natural. He knew not how

deeply the love of Independence was implanted in
every Creole’s heart, and, as I have already observed,
he was precluded by his position as a Spaniard
from ever awakening those feelings in the mass
of the people, which alone could have ensured him
success.

They watched his career with interest, and would
gladly have availed themselves of his success; but
the re-establishment of a Constitution, from which
10 one expected to derive any good, was not calcu-
lated to awaken enthusiasm, or inspire confidence.
Independence, as a Spaniard, he could not, and did
not proclaim.

. Mina died in his twenty-eighth year. He was
shot on a rock in sight of Los Remedios, and his fate
contributed, not a little, to strike the garrison with
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discouragement. The siege was, however, protract-
ed until the end of December, (a general assault
made on the 16th of November having been suc-
cessfully repulsed,) when, from the total want of
ammunition, the evacuation of the fort was resolved
upon. The 1st of January, 1818, was fixed for the
attempt, which was attended with much the same
results as ‘that -of Sombrero. Indeed, it proved
more generally fatal ; for the Spaniards, taught by
experience, had raised immense piles of wood in
every direction, which were fired on the first alarm,
and enabled the Royalist soldiers to follow their
flying enemies through all the intricacies of the ra-
vines around. With the exception of Padre Torres,
and twelve of Mina’s division, few or none of the
fugitives escaped. The fate of the women, of whom
there were great numbers in the fort, was too hor=
rible to be mentioned. . The wounded were not ex=
cepted from the general proscription : the hospital
in which they lay was fired at all the four corners.
" at once, and those who attempted to escape the
flames, were bayoneted as soon as they reached the
square without : the few prisoners to whom the sol+
diers had given quarter in the first instance, were
compelled to demolish the works of the fort, and
then all shot. Amongst them was Colonel Nohod,
Mina's second in command, and two other officers;,
who had been in all his actions. sl
The fort of Jauxilli had been invested before the
fall of Los Réméedios, (15th December, 1817‘,) by 2

f
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dmmnent of Lifian’s army, commanded by Colo-
@ Aguirré, The defence, conducted principall
by two of Mina’s officers, Lawrence Christie anﬂ
James Dewers, was maintained with spirit until the
w week in March, 1818, when the two Americans
were 'treacherously seized by the Creole Command-
g;, Lopez de Lara, and delivered over bound, as a
peace offering, to Aguirre. To his honour ’be it
said, that he was so disgusted with the pe;ﬁdy of
L.ﬁri, thaf: he exerted his whole influence with the
Yweroy, in order to obtain the pardon of the Ame-
ricans, and succeeded. Of all those who fell into
the hands of the Spaniards, they alone were spared
The fortress surrendered on the 6th of Ma.rch'
1818, and with it the Insurgents lost their las;

- strong-hold in the centre of the country. The

@mbem !?f the Government escaped, before the place
\m fully Invested, and sought a refuge in Guerrero’s
gamp, m the Tierra Caliente of Valladolid. This
Was soon the only place in which even a shadow

- of resistance was kept up. The tyranny of Torres,

-W?nch sefamed to increase with his misfortunes, soon
Mne‘ mtolerable to his associates in the Baxio,
flnfl.ul‘ged by their remonstrances, the Government’
Emd ;him of his commission, as General-in-cilief,
mnjun::];:: t'lfey invested‘ Colonel Arﬁgé; who, in
hlm : with Don Afldres Délgado, (better
. under the name of Kl Gird,) endeavoured to

mpel Torres to submission. ]

The contest between them would not have been

YOL.
& 1. hj
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decided ‘without ‘an appeal to arms, had not the
approach of a Royalist Division terminated the dis
pute 5 Torres’s friends soon afterwards gave in their
submiission to Arago, and the Padre himself, after
leading a fugitive life for some months in the
mountains of Pénjimd, was run through the body
with a lance by one of his own captains, Don Juan
Zimord, whom he had attempted to deprive of a
favourite horse. Bl Gird was surprised, about. the
same time, (July, 1819,) by some soldiers of the
Royalist Colonel, Bustamante, and killed, after 4
gallant defence, in which he slew three of his adver.
saries with his own hand. Don Jose Maria Lict:
agd, one of the oldest Insurgent chiefs, and the
colleagiie of Rayon in the Junta of Zitaciiard, was

killed at the commencement of the }.fear by an In: -

surgent officer, belonging to the district of Guanaj
uato; so that of all those, who had taken any lead
in the Revolution, not one remained in July, 1819,
when the Insurgent cause may be said to have

reached its lowest ebb. GuSrrérd, indeed, maint

tained himself on the right bank of the river Zdck
tiili, (near Colimi, on the Pacific,) but he was cut
off from all communication with the Interior, and
had little hope of assistance from without ; so thah
notwithstanding his military talents, his little force
was not formidable to the Royalists, who were in
undisturbed possession of almost all the interior of
the country, with the whole of the Eastern coast.
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So confident, indeed, was the Viceroy, that the
Revolution was at an end, that he wrote to Madrid
j*,o state that he would answer for the safety of Mex:
ico without a single additional soldier being sent
out; the kingdom being again tranquil, and per-
fectly submissive to the Royal authority, "
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SECTION IV.

REVOLUTION FROM 1820 TO 1824, INCLUDING
ITURBIDE’S RISE AND FALL. - %
o |
I giving the opinion mentioned at the closeof’
the preceding chapter, Apddacd showed himself to
be much less intimately acquainted than his pre-
decessor with the character of the contest, in which
Spain, and her Colonies, were engaged. Nothing
could be more fallacious than the appearances f
which he trusted. The country was exhausted,
but not subdued ; and during the suspension of hos
tilities, upon which his hopes were founded, @
principles of the Insurrection were daily gainilg
ground. The great support of Spain, during the
early part of the contest, had been the Creole troops,
who had embarked in her cause with a zeal forwhich
it is difficult to account, as the military profession
under the old system, was not exempt from the dis-
advantages to which other professions were Tiable,
no Creole being allowed to hold any important com=
mand.  But means had been found to conciliate the
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army at the critical moment,* and, up to 1820, it con-
tinued faithful to the cause which it at first espoused.
During the war, the officers had little leisure for
reflecting upon the rights of the question, and it
even became a sort of esprit de corps with them to
designate the Insurgents as banditti, to whom none
of the privileges of ordinary warfare were to be
extended. Their men, when once blooded, followed

 blindly those whom they were accustomed to obey ;

and the severities which they exercised upon their
Creole countrymen, and which were retaliated upon
themselves whenever the fortune of the field allowed
it, left but little opportunity for any approximation
of opinions.  But, when the heat of the contest had
subsided, things assumed a very different aspect :
erowds of Insurgents, who had accepted the indulto,
were allowed to mingle with the troops, and many
were even admitted as recruits into the Creole regi-
ments: each of these men formed proselytes amongst
his comrades, while the officers were attacked, not
merely by argument, but by all the seductions of
the female sex, who have been, throughout Ame-
Tica, the warmest advocates of Independence. They
Were taught that it was to them that their country
looked for freedom ; that they alone had prevented
its lttnmment at a much earlier period ; and that

* Vide Cillgji's Letter, several passages of which prove how
much the importance of this was felt. (Appendix.) <. ij
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it was their duty to repair an error, which a mis:
taken notion of honour had induced them to commit,
A feeling of this nature was gaining ground when
the re-establishment of the ‘Constitution in Spain,
by the very army that was destined to rivet the
chains of America, gave to the partisans of the In-
dependent cause an additional advantage. Although
the liberty of the press was not established, still,
freedom of communication could not be prevented,
The events of 1812 seemed to be repeated ; the
elections threw the minds of the people again intoa
ferment, which, from the restricted powers of the
Viceroy, it was almost impossible to allay ; and, in
addition to this, the Old Spaniards were divided
amongst themselves. Many were sincere Consti-
tutionalists, while others were as sincerely attached
to the old system. In Mexico, as in the Mother
country, these parties broke out into open hostility.
The Viceroy Apodaca, who probably thought qut
¢éloit son metier & lui détre royaliste, although he
took the oath to the Constitution, lost no opportu-
nity of favouring the party opposed to it; and took
advantage of the decrees of the Cortes respecting
Church property, to form an alliance with the great

Dignitaries of the church in the Capital, in conjunc: |
tion with whom, it is believed to have been his

intention to proclaim a return to the old system, &
the only means of saving the country from Tui
“and religion from contamination. -
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- Don Agustin de Iturbide was the person chosen
to garry this plan into execution ; and, to all appear-
?nce, 1t would have been impossible to select a fitter
instrument. He was a Creole born, and could there-
fore address the Mexicans as his countrymen ; while,
from the brilliancy of his military career, he was -
';?most sure to be followed by the army. In addi-
fion to this, he was much esteemed by the high

.~ dlergy, having been employed, for some time, in

expiating the excesses of his former life, by a rigid
course of penance and mortification, in the College
of the Professa in the Capital.

It is difficult in speaking of events so very recent
as Iturbide’s rise and fall, to armive at the exact
truth, particularly, where every thing is distorted
by party-colouring ; the following facts, however,

Seem to be universally admitted respecting the

career of this extraordinary man. He was of a
.reapectab.le, but by no means a wealthy family, of
fhe Province of Valladolid; and, at the commence-
fﬂﬁﬂt of. the Revolution, was serving as lieutenant
10 2 regiment of Provincial Militia. Distinguished

by a fine person, a most captivating address, and

}.’.Ollshed.manners, as well as by a daring and ambi-
h.qus.. B[.llrit, he was amongst the first of those, who
dlpped mn the plans for shaking off the yoke of Spain
n which the years 1808, and 1809, abounded. 0;'
the termination of his connexion with the first In-
Surgents, two very different stories are told. He
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himself asserts that he was disgusted with their
projects, and refused to take any share in their
execution, although they offered him the rank of
Lieutenant-general as the price of his co-operationj

while the Insurgents affirm that these were the con-

ditions proposed by Iturbide, and rejected by them,
because they conceived that it was: setting too high
a price upon the services of a man, so young, and so
little distinguished, as he then was. However this
may be, it is certain that all communication between
them was broken off in disgust, and that Iturbide
joined the troops, which were assembled by .the
Viceroy Venegas for the defence of Mexico, in
1810, and distinguished himself in the action of
Liis Criicds, under the orders of Triixillo. From that
moment his rise was rapid : his activity and know-
ledge of the country recommended him for every

dangerous expedition ; and in these he was almost
uniformly successful. As a Guerrilla chief he dis- .

played great military-talent ; and, when entrusted
with more important commands, he inflicted two of
the most severe blows thatthe Insurgentcause sustains
ed, in the battles of Vallidolid, and Piirtidran, (where
Morelos’s great army was destroyed, and Mitd-
mords taken,) and mainly contributed to the triumph

of the Spanish arms.  As he himself states, he never

failed but in the attack upon the fort of Copdrd, in
1815, upon which occasion he volunteered his ser-
vices, and led the party that was destined for the
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assault. He was afterwards appointed to an inde.
pendent command in the Baxio, (an honour which
few Creoles had obtained before him ;) but there,
as during the course of his previous career, he tar-
nished the lustre of his military exploits by giving
loose to the violence of the most unbridled passions.
Few even of the Spanish Commandants equalled him
in cruelty : his prisoners were seldom, if ever spared
and a dispatch of his is still extant, addressed -t(;
the Viceroy, after an action at Silvitierrd, dated
Good Friday, 1814, in which he tells him that, “in
honour of the day, he had just ordered three hun-
dred excommunicated wretches to be shot "

; -T-his dispatch has been declared by Iturbide’s
?nnmans to be apocryphal ; but the original exists
m the archives of the Viceroyalty. ~ All, therefore
.that can be said is, that these detestable executions’/
1n cold blood, were but too much in consonance wiﬂ:
Fh? barbarous spirit of the time ; and that, although
1t i impossible now to determine with which' party
tfiey' originated, they were almost universally prac-
tised by both. These were not, however, the only
q&ases of complaint against Itiirbide : his rapacity
and extortions in his government led to such numer-
MS"re]?resentations against him, that he was re-
mﬂed, n 1816, to Mexico, where an inquiry was
l!l?tltuted into his conduct, which was, however
stifled, because the malversations of which he had’ ’
hBe:n‘guilt.y extended, more or less, to the whole

T e ——

R

PN




266 MEXICO IN 1827.

army, which was, consequently, disposed to make
common cause with Iturbide, in repelling an attack
so dangerous to all.* i

From this time Iturbide remained unemployed

until the year 1820, at the close of which Apodaca

had recourse to him, as I have already stated, as
the fittest agent for carrying into execution his plans
for the overthrow of the Constitution, and offered
him the command of a small body of troops upon
the Western coast, at the head of which he was
te proclaim the re-establishment of the absolute aus
thority of the King.

Iturbide accepted the commission, but with intens
tions very different from those with which it was
conferred upon him. He had had leisure, during
the four years which he had passed in retirement,
to reflect upon the state of Mexico, and to convince
himself of the facility with which the authority of
Spain might be shaken off, if the Creole troops
could be brought to co-operate with the old Insur-
gents in the attempt. The European troops in thé
country consisted only of eleven Spanish Expedi-
tionary regiments; and these, though supported by
from seventy to eighty thousand old Spaniards, dis-
seminated through the different Provinces, could not
oppose any sort of resistance to seven Veteran aﬂﬂ
seventeen Provincial regiments of Natives, aided by

* Vide some passages of a correspondence between the Arch-

i i ja given in the Appen-
bishop of Puebla and the Viceroy Callejg, given _u'l/t
dix, Letter E. ( e 25 moctecei /Z"”‘é‘“
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the great mass of the population of the country,

which had given ample proofs of its devotion to the.

Independent cause during the earlier stages of the
Revolution. : The only difficulty was to bring the
two parties to act in concert; and this Iturbide

- endeavoured to effect by the famous plan of fgﬁﬁlﬁ,*

of which I believe him to have been the sole author,
although it has been attributed, by his enemies, to

. the Spanish party in the capital.

But the desire shown throughout it to conciliate
the European Spaniards, by guaranteeing to such as
chose to remain in the country a full participation
in all the rights and privileges of native Mexicans,
and even allowing them to retain possession of such
public employments as they might hold at the time
of joining his (Iturbide’s) party, was a feeling not
unnatural in a man, who had passed his whole life
in the service of Spain, and who regarded as friends,
and comrades, those from whom his countrymen had

- suffered most. Nor was it impolitic, in another

sense, as it weakened the motives which the Spa-
niards would otherwise have had ' for resistance, and
thus smoothed the way for the adoption of those
great political changes, which it was destined to
introduce. * Where life and property are at stake, a
man must needs risk every thing in their defence ;

‘but the case is different where the question at issue

i reduced to a question of right between two Go-
Yernments ; and there can be no doubt, that every
European, who was induced by the mild spirit of the
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plan of Igiidld, to regard Iturbide’s insurrection nr
this light, diminished the list of opponents, whom be
would otherwise have had to encounter. I havg
given the whole of this plan, which consists of

twenty-four Articles, in the Appendix, (Letter X)2»

Many of its provisions are excellent, particularly
those by which all distinctions of Caste Wer('e abtf—
lished (Article 11), and an end put to the despotism of

Military Commandants (Article 23), who were de-

prived of the power of inflicting -capital punisl{a
ments, which they had so long, and so shamefullg;
abused.*  But it was an illusion to suppose tha§
any intimate union could be effected, where the pas-
sions had been reciprocally excited by. S0 logg. a
series of inveterate hostility. ~Creoles might f.orgtw
Creoles for the part which they had taken in the
preceding struggle; but Spaniards, never : and from

the first, the basis of * Union,” which was one of

the three Guarantees proposed by the plan of Igﬁala?
was wanting. ~ The idea itself was singula.u'. Itur-
bide, conceiving that Independence, the Mamteﬂﬂﬂ?
of the Catholic Religion, and Union, were the three

great objects which he ought to hold in view, de=

nominated them,  the three Guarantees ;" and th‘e.
troops who agreed to uphold them, © tfze Army-laf
the three Guarantees.” As a proof of his own pml*-

. Oi

* This power was latterly used almost entirely as a nll:insw

extorting money, to which every petty Co:?mandan;:l ibﬁé{g
course, by oceasionally threatening with martial law the r -

persons in his district.

S ey D, Foge 82,
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ciples, by the first Article of his plan, the Independ-
ence of the nation was declared ; by the second, its
religion fixed ; and by the eighth, the crown offered
to His Majesty Ferdinand VII., and, in case of his
refusal, to the Infants Don Carlos and Don Fran-
cisco de Paula, providdd any one of them would
consent to occupy the throne in person. Such was
the project, which was proclaimed on the 24th of
February, 1821, at the little town of Igiial, (on the
road to- Acapulco,) where Iturbide had then his
head-quarters. His whole force, at the time, did
not exceed eight hundred men, and of these, though
all, at first, took the oath of fidelity to the plan of
Iguala, many deserted when they found that it was
not received by the country at large with the en-
thusiasm that was expected. There was a moment
when Iturbide’s progress might, undoubtedly, have

been checked ; but it was lost by the indecision of
the Viceroy, who hesitated to put himself at the

head of a force, which he had concentrated for the

defence of the Capital. The Europeans, alarmed at

this delay, deposed him, (as they had done Iturri-

garay, in 1808,) and placed Don Francisco Novalli,.

an officer of artillery, at the head of affairs: but the

authority of the new Viceroy was not generally re-
cognized, and Iturbide was enabled by this schism

in the Capital, to prosecute his own plans without

interruption in the Interior. After seizing a Con-
ducta of a million of dollars, which had been sent

10 Acapulco by the Manilla Company, he effected a
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junction with General Guerrero, who had maintained
his position on the river Zécitiild, unsubdued by the
forces which had been successively detached against
him, but who did not hesitate to place himself under
Tturbide’s orders, as soon as he knew that the In
dependence of the country® was his object. From
this moment his success was certain. On his route
to the Baxio, towards which, as a central position,
he  directed his march, he was joined by all the
survivors of the first Insurrection, as well as by de-
tachments of Creole troops. Men and officers flock-
ed to his standard, in such numbers as to set all fear
of opposition at defiance. The Clergy and the Peo-
ple were equally decided in his favour. The most
distant Districts sent in their adhesion to the cause,
and wherever he appeared in person, nothing could
equal the enthusiasm displayed. Few have enjoyed
a more intoxicating triumph than Iturbide ;—fewi
have been called, with more sincerity, the saviour of
their country; and none have offered a more strik-
ing example of the instability of popular favour, and
of the precarious tenure of those honours, which
great revolutions sometimes give. While the tide

of success lasted, nothing could arrest his progress:
before the month of July, the whole country Té-

cqgnized his authority, with the exception of tﬁ@
Capital, in which Novella had shut himself up, with

all the European ‘troops. Iturbide had reached

Quérétiird, on his road to Mexico, which he was

about to invest, when he received intelligence of the
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arrival, at Veracruz, of the new Constitutional Vice-
roy and Political Chief, Don Juan O’Donoju, who,
at such a crisis, was, of course, unable to advance
beyond the walls of the fortress. Iturbide, with his
usual talent, hastened to turn this circumstance to
account: at an interview with the Viceroy, whom
he allowed to advance for the purpose as far as the
town of Cordvi, he proposed to,him the adoption,

. by treaty, of the plan of Igiiali, as the only

means of securing the lives and property of his
countrymen established in Mexico, and of fixing
the right to the throne on.the House of Bour-
bon. . With these terms O’Dondjii complied. In
the name of the King, his Master, he recognized
the Independence of Mexico, and gave up the

- Capital to the army of the Three Guarantees, which

took possession of it, without effusion of blood, on
th.e‘.ﬂ’i'th of September, 1821. Novella, and such
of his troops as chose to quit the Mexican territory,
were allowed to do so, and the expenses of their
\fnyagg to the Havanna defrayed. Civilians were
treated with similar indulgence, and their private

pl'operty most strictly respected. O’Donoju, himself,
- Was empowered to watch over the observance of

the articles of the' treaty favourable to his country-

- nen, as one of the members of the Junta, which was

to be ?nt’l'ugted with the direction of affairs, until
the King’s decision could be known: while a Cons
8ress was to be assembled, to fix the bounds, which

Were to be prescribed to the Royal Authority.




