196 MEXICO IN 1827.

orders, the troops appointed t
were so often attacked upon the road by the Ia .

Puebla, and Vera Cruz Insurgents, that their pro-
gress was extremely slow. In these Provinces the
Spaniards possessed little more than the great towns;
all the open country was in the hands of the Ins
surgents ; and they mustered in such formidable
pumbers about Nopilicd, that Olizabdl, who coma
manded the-convoy of the artillery, was detained
there, in a state of siege by Osornd, on the 23dﬂ
March, and was only released by the arrival of a strong
detachment sent from La Piiebli to his assistance.’-%[r i
The great object of Morelds was to prolong the
siege until the commencement of the rainy ‘season,
when he knew that the Royalists would be forced
to raise it, as Cuautla is situated in Tierra Calienté
and is a most unhealthy spot.. Calleja was aware
of this, and felt the ignominy with which a retreat
would be attended ; yet not even this could induce
him to risk another general attack. All his efforts
had been hitherto unavailing; and, at the end of
April, he could not boast of having gained one single
advantage. Unfortunately for the Mexicans, he iad
but too powerful an ally within the walls of the
- town.  Cuautla had never been properly suppw
with provisions, as Morelos had not expected t0 '
besieged there in form, and famine now prevaw'
to a horrible extent; maize was almost the only
sustenance of the troops ; a cat sold for six dollas;
a lizard for two; and rats or other vermin for one.

o convoy it to Mexico |
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An ox, which was seen, one day,' feeding betwee
the Spanish camp and the town, nearly bro hr:,.
(m"a general action; for the troops, unabl::lg t
resist the temptation, rushed out in crowds to sei .
the prey, and were attacked, while bringing it o?fe
by so strong a party of the enemy, that Morelog
was forced to draw out nearly his whole remaini
force, in order to save them from destruction D?sg
ease, too, began to show itself in its most frl htfui
s’t.nape, and nearly 300 sick were lodged in theg hos-
.?mﬂ of San Diego alone. Such, however, was tlj
influence of Morelos over his men, that’they enf.
d.ured all their sufferings with undaunted resolu-
.ﬁon: as long as there was a hope of supplies bein
received from without ; but Mitimords having
been defeated in an attempt. to introduce pI’OViSiOHSg
Morélos was forced to decide between makin a,
gente'ral attack upon the camp of Calleja, and gva-
f:uatmgﬁhe town without delay. Had his men been
m full health and vigour, it is probable that he
would have attempted the first; but considerin
the wretched state to which they were reduced hg
thought he should not be justified in risking ,the
ﬁte of ‘the nation upon the issue of so hazardous an
Wprlze. An attack made upon Llano’s great
battery a short time before, convinced him of the
'Tﬁlposmbﬂity of preserving order amongst his men
In case of a first success, and of the fatal conse:
qaences with which their confusion might be at-
tended. The Insurgents had advanced with such




198 MEXICO IN 1827.

intrepidity, that they carried the whole battery at
the first assault; but finding there a considerable
stock of salt meat and segars, (luxuries of which
they had long been deprived,) they seized upon
them with such avidity, that not all the exertions of
their chiefs could induce them to turn the advans
tage which they had gained to account; the guns
were neither carried off, nor even spiked ; and so
much precious time was wasted, that a large rein-
forcement arrived from Calleja’s camp, and drove
them out of the battery again with considerable
loss. ; itk
With such reasons for avoiding an action, oné
cannot but approve of the resolution taken by Mo
relos to evacuate Cuautla; which was executed
with equal talent, and success. On the night of the
2d of May, between eleven and twelve o’clock, the
troops were formed in the Plaza of San Diegoj
Galeana took the command of the advanced guard;
Morelos of the centre, and the Bravos of the rean
Such was the silence observed by the whole column,
that they passed between the enemy's batteries with
out being peérceived ; nor was it until they reached

a deep barranca, (or ravine,) over which they were

obliged to construct a bridge, with hurdles carried
by the Indians for that purpose, that the alarm Was
given by a sentry, who fired his musket before Ga=
leana had time to cut him down. The barrancd

was hardly crossed, when the column was attackeds

o opposite sides, by the troops of Llario and Cals
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1q:as. %\dorelos instantly gave the word for a ge-
neral dispersion, as had been agreed upon, with
orders .to rendezvous at Izucar ; and such was the
prom.ptltude with which this was effected, that the
Spanish troops, finding no enemy between them as
g:ty advanl;::d, began firing upon each other, and

a num f : istake

- r of men before the mistake was dis-

‘Morelos reached fzﬁcﬁr, which was in possession

- of Don Miguel Bravo, in two days, and had the

pleasure to find, when his different divisions arrived
th'at. of the soldiers of Cuautla only seventeen wen;
missing. Amongst these, unfortunately, was Don
t;mLéonardo Bravo, who had fallen into the hands of
- t;;emy, and whose loss was universally re-
Cflﬂeja did not enter Cuautla until some hours
af%er Morelos had quitted it, and even then, his
b.rdops advanced with the greatest precaution ; so
apprehensive were they of some new strata;;em
The tl:melties which he exercised upon the unfortu-'
liﬁﬁe inhabitants of the town, will leave, for ever, a
stain upon his reputation. I have heard ofﬁce,rs
W:h0 were present at the siege, speak of them, aﬂe;
ﬁ}ﬂpse of ten years; with horror. On the 16th of
May, fhe army returned to the Capital; where its
@p?on was very different from that which it had
ﬁﬁenenced three months before. In spite of the
MS account of its success, published in the
, and the number of deaths with which Cal-
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leja had swelled his reports, every body knew that :
he had been repulsed, and outwitted at lasty by
Morelos ; and, as for the army, its appearance spoke
for itself. A comedy was acted a few nights after- §

wards, in which a soldier was introduced, who, on

his return from battle, presents his general witha
turban, and tells him in a very.pompous manner,
« Here is the turban of the Moor, whom T took pri-
soner ! « And the Moor himself?” “O! he
unfortunately escaped!” The passage was received
with bursts of laughter, and the application instant=

ity

ly made by all the spectators.
Such was the event of the siege of Cuautld Amil

pits, which I have given in some detail, because it
may fairly be considered as the most important
military occurrence in the whole Revolution. The
resources displayed by Morelos, in the course of it
-~ gave him a degree of celebrity, and. influence, which
none of the Insurgent chiefs attained after hil
His authority was recognised _every where; and
continued to be respected until his death, in spite

of the singular change of fortune, which marked the-

latter part of his career. .
. Mérelds was detained some time at [zicir, by an
injury which he received, by a fall from his horse
on the retreat from Cuautla. On his recovery;sﬁ?“
put himself again at the head of his troops, whom
Matamoros had brought into admirable order,sﬂﬁ
soon convinced Venégis, that  the monster of the

South,” as he was termed in the Gazette of Mesxict;

MEXICO IN 1827. 201

far from “ seeking a hiding-place in caves and fo-
n.asts,” was about to carry on the contest with all
hfsllfsﬂal activity. After defeating three Spanish
divisions, Morelos made a triumphal entry into Té&-
hitacan, (in La Puebla,) on the 16th of September:
'1812. From thence he undertook a successful ex:
pedition against the town of Orizav, where he
'found nine pieces of artillery, and an immense boot
in money and tobacco. Obliged to evacuate thi:
place; by the approach of a superior force, he re-
turned to Téhiiacan, and, after refreshiné; hi,s troops
‘t&;lere, commenced, in the beginning of November
hl? .famo.us expedition against Oixaci. After sus:
taining incredible - hardships upon the march, the
army at last arrived before the town, situate’d in
the ﬁ'nest part of one of the most lovely provinces of
M?mai' It 'was garrisoned by the Royalists, under
‘Brigadier Regules, who attempted to defend the
town ; but nothing could withstand the impetuosit
of the Insurgent troops. Their artillery, under th};
command of Don Manuel Mier y T&ran, having si-
lenced that -of their opponents, Regules made aglast
stand on the edge of a deep moat, which surrounds
'Oaxac?, and over which there was no passage but
by a single drawbridge, which was drawn up, and
the approach to it defended by the Royalist inﬁ;ntry
The Insurgents paused on perceiving this new ol):

‘stacle'; but their deliberation lasted but an instant :
b

-ggdeluye Victoria, who was in the front rank
ew himself into the moat, sword in hand, and
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swam across ; the enemies were so surprised at his.
temerity, that they allowed him to land, and even
to cut the ropes, by which the drawbridge was sus-
pended, without teceiving a single wound : the
troops of Morelos rushed across it, and soon made:
themselves masters of the town. g
After releasing all those who were in confine-
ment for political opinions, and replacing the Spa-
pish authorities by Mexicans, Morelos proceeded to
execute his darling scheme of forming a National
Congress. In order to give to this idea all the ex-
tension which he wished, the conquest of the rest
of the province was indispensable. A very short
time enabled him to effect this, with the exception’
of Acapulco, to which he laid siege on the 15th of
February, 1813. This enterprise, the most impor=
tant, as well as the most hazardous, that had ever'
been undertaken by the Insurgent armies, detained
him several months: in the course of it, Morelos;
whose great fault as a general was being t00 fond
of exposing his person, had several very narrow es=

capes ; DOT Was it until the 20th of August, 1813,

that his object was attained. i
As soon as the Mexican flag had taken the place

of the Spanish colours on the fortress of San Diego,

Morelos returned to Oiixicii, where he found everjﬁ_

thing prepared, by Matamoros, for the meeting oft

the Congress, which was composed of the original

members of the Junta of Zitdcuiird, the deputies

elected by the Province of Oaxaca, and others, agﬂmi' !
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’ salected by them as representatives for the Pro-
vinces in the possession of the Royal troops. Such
was the Assembly, which opened its sessions on the
I_Bth of September, 1813, in the town of Chilpiin-
zmgt‘i Its most remarkable act was the declara-
!;mn of the absolute Independence of Mexico, which
ft pl.lb}iShEd upon the 13th of November, 18,13. It
w_diﬂicult to say what impression this declaration
might have produced upon the country, had Mo-
relos continued his career of success; but his for-
tune was upon the wane, before it became at all ge-
n?ra.lly known, and the influence of the Congress
'dlmmshed, of course, in proportion to the deﬁine
fn the rtfputation of its protector. The peﬁod of its
installation was, undoubtedly, the most brilliant
n.mment_of Morelos’s political existence. Up to that
time, he had not only been successful wherever he
cnmina’nded in person, but seemed to communicate a
-p?rtmn of his good fortune to all who served under
h.ls 01.‘ders. The years 1812, and 1813, were dis-

i gngulshed by the victories gained by Don Nicolas
ravo, and Matamoros, at the Pilmar, and by the
defence of the mountain of Coscomatépéc.  In
;huban ﬁI:;tb;f _these actions, Bravo' defeated Don
5 tl.]e . ql'u, the Commandant of the regiment

‘ atriots of Veracruz, at the head of a
!zl;ng detachment. The engaéément lasted three
tak:; | v:el;en the vi]lage,. in which the Spaniards had
ow r;‘lge, was carried L.]y storm, (20th August,

) Three hundred prisoners, taken upon this
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occasion, were placed by Morelos, at lthe disposal
of Bravo, who offered them to the Viceroy Vene-
gas, in e.xchange for his father, Don Leorlarc?e.»
Bravo, who was then under sentence of d.eath in the
prisons of the Capital. The offer was rejected, and
the sentence against Don. Leonardo ordered.to .bé.
carried into immediate execution. His ?on, .m hm
of making reprisals by the massacre of hlls Pmsc:neg.
instantly set them all at liberty, *wishing, (as
he said,) “ to put it out of his own power to avenge

on them the death of his parent, lest, in the first

moment of grief, the temptation should prove u;re-
sistible ”  So noble a trait requires no comment

From this time, Bravo had the command of 'af
separate division, with which he carried on hf)stlht@f.
in the province of Veracruz, where he fortified the

Cerro of CoscOmatépéc, and defended it for two

months, (September and “October, 1813,) against
a force of three thousand men, under the orders of
Colonel Aguila. Forced at last, by W:'mt of prd-i
yisions, to evacuate the place, he retired in the'n.lghﬁ_
without the loss of a single man, and rqom@
Morelos in Oaxaca, with his whole division. - ]5‘11(P
the most serious check received by t?le Spamard%f
during the whole war, was that sustained by th&\lal:;
in the second battle of the Pédlmar, on the 18th ©

October, 1813, where the regiment of Asturias,

composed entirely of European troops, was cut e@
by Matamoros, after a severe action, which Jasted

. . . ¥ %
eight hours.  This regiment (which had been at t€-
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battle of Baylen,) came out from Spain with the proud
title of “ the invincible victors of the victors of
Austerlitz ;” and its loss was regarded by all the
Spaniards as fatal to the prestige which had before
attached to the European troops. The Insurgents,
however, derived but little advantage from this
victory. The time was come, at which it seemed
decreed that their affairs should take an unfavour-
able turn, nor did fortune once smile upon them
afterwards. ~ The division of Mitimords shortly
rejoined Morelos in Oaxaca, who was then concen-
trating his whole force at Chilpinzingd, in order to
prepare for an expedition against the province of
Valladolid, the possession of which would have
brought him into more immediate contact with the
Insurgents of the Interior, and enabled him, with
their co-operation, to strike a decisive blow against
the Capital itself.
- With these hopes Morelos collected seven thou-
sand men, and a large train of artillery, with which
force he left Chilpinzingd, on the 8th of November,
1813. After sustaining incredible fatigues and pri-
vations, in marching across one hundred leagues of
country, which no one had ever traversed before, he
arrived before Valladolid on the 23d of December,
Wwhere he found a formidable force under Brigadier
Llano, and Iturbide, (who had then. attained the
tank of Colonel,) prepared to receive him. Rendered
too confident by the success which had constantly
aitended his arms, without allowing his troops time

R R ———————————————




 taking advantage o
succeeded in putting the whole army to the routs
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to repose, he advanced immediately against the

town, and was repulsed by the Royalists with loss,

On the following morning, Matamoros, (ignorant,

probably, of the real strength of the garrison,) had
the imprudence to order a general review of the
army, within half a mile of the walls. In the midst
of it, Iturbide, by a sudden sally, threw the Mexi
cans into confusion. They rallied, however, by de-
grees, and had succeeded in repulsing the Spaniards,
when an Insurgent party under Niiviirrété and el
Piichdn, (two partizans of the Tndependent cause in

the Bixi0,) arriv

having agreed upon any general signals, they were
not recognized as friends, and were fired upon by

the Mexicans on their approach. They immediately
charge upon the flank, and Iturbide

made a furious
£ an error so fortunate for him,

with the loss of its best reginients, and all the artil=

lery.

ed on the field of battle in orderto.
assist Morelos, with a large body of cavalry. Not
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refused to listen to any proposal of the kind. M
t,am(')ros ae shot, and the Insurgents, by .wa :;'
reprisals, immediately ordered all their pris -
be put to death. T
"I,‘lus was the beginning of a series of reve
Whl(._:h only terminated with the life of Morzes’
While he himself endeavoured to récruit his for;ess:

- on his old scene of action, the Southern coast, he
¢

dgspatched Don Manuel Mier y Térin to take th

command -of the district of T&huiican, (in Lalla) 4
bla,) an-d Victoria, who had distingu’ished hi “‘;‘
greatly in the unfortunate affair before Vall ];n;?f
toact as Captain-general in the Province ofaVZ:':’
recr:;u tio]jl::; daltho.ug;h Morelos displayed as much
the e actl.wty as ever, in struggling against
bt e of adversity, all his efforts to retrieve hi

sinking .fortune were ineffectual. He lost actj .
after action ; Oaxaca was retaken by a Roya.lisct 1:I)in

_Vision under Brigadier Alviréz, (28th March, 1814 )
] b

Bgn.i\ldllguel Bravo was made prisoner, and died
on the scaffold, at La Puebla; Gil&ani perished

Morelos retreated to Puriiéiran, where [tiirbidé on the field of battle, (27th June, 1814
attacked him again, on the: 6th of January, 1814, | * 88 of Chilpiinzingd was drivel: f A
and again obtained a complete victory. Miitdmoros and forced to take refuge in the I'(:im that town,
was taken prisoner in the general dispersion. Mo~ gdn, where, however, it continu e:O.(: #6f Apltsin:
relos endeavoured to save his life by offering, i sfﬂcticmed, on the 22nd of October IISSiZbours’ -
a number of Spanish prisoners, stitution known by that name H,ere it,v:::e e
' s very

regiment of Asturias,) taken st Neatly surprised by Iturbide (in 1815,) who, b
' » ] W 0’
rapid and masterly march across the -

|

exchange for him,

(principally of the
the Palmar, and confined at Acapulco ; but Ciillgjd,
/ mountains of

who had, at that time, replaced Vénegis as Vicerofs Michsiican, came upon’ the Deputies almost. bef
0st betore

3 -, T
e e S e g N = 5 e
AT e i i £ -
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they were apprized of his approach. It was in con-

sequence of this attempt, and with a view of placing
the Congress in safety, that Morelos determined to
undertake his expedition to T&hudcan, in the Pro-
vince of La Puebla, where Téran had already as-
sembled a considerable force. With only five hun-
dred men he attempted a march of sixty leagues,
across a part of the country occupied by several
divisions of Royalists. He hoped, indeed, to be
joined by Téran and Guérrerd, but his couriers were.
intercepted, and neither of these generals was

aware of his situation. ik

The Spaniards conceiving the forces of Morelos
to be much more considerable than they really were,
did not venture to attack him until he had penes:
trated as far as Tesmilacd, where the Indiaﬂiyé,
though they received him with great apparent hos-
pitality, conveyed intelligence, both of the real num-
ber of his followers, and of their wretched state, 10

Don Manuel Conchd, the nearest Spanish Com-

mandant, who determined to attack the convoy the
next day. Morelos, who fancied himself in securityy
as he was now beyond the enemy’s line, was sul=
prised on the following morning, (5th of November;
1815,) by two parties of Royalists, who came upol
him unperceived, in a mountainous part of the road.
He immediately ordered Don Nicolas Bravo to o
tinue his march with the main body, as an escort
to the Congress, while he himself with a few menl
endeavoured to check the advance of the Spaniarﬂi??;
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“My life,” he said, “is of li

pmrided the Congress be save(;f. ht;\;i‘; :::: ev:rl:: “-
from the moment that I saw an Independent é‘;‘"
vernment established.” :

His orders were obeyed, and Morelos remained

with about fifty men, most of whom abandoned hi
when‘the f%ring became hot. He succeeded ho::-l
ever, }n-ga.ming time, which was his great :)b'ect
nor.dld the Royalists venture to advance upon !111 ,
until only one man was left by his side. pHe -
;l:;: taken pris'oner, for he had sought death in VZ;:
. ;1gt the action. Tlfere can be little doubt that
| ..a e reverses had inspired him with a disgust
for life, and that he wished to end his days b
pm'o.f of devotion to his country worthy of the -
brilliant part of his former career. ne

Morelos was treated with the greatest brutality

by the Spanish soldiers into whose hands he first

:%;iﬂ;vit'lll‘l:le]y .stnpped hiﬂ:, and conducted him, load-
iy zf.ms, .to Tesmélaci. But Concha, (to his
o hliJur 11.; smd,? on his prisoner being presented
due m, recen_red him with all the marks of respect
wén::d ah‘f;ar:llen. enemy, and treated him with un-
g am.ty and attention. He was trans-
M t;l:z:vhl als little dela}y as possible, to the capital,
ﬁ, e 10? population of Mexico flocked out
o ﬁ;stm de las Cuevas, to see, (and some
i e man, whose name had so long been

rror.  But Morelos, both on his way to pri-

son, and while i
e In confine 4 gt
voL, 1. m:jnt’ e
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a coolness which he preserved to the last.
the only thing that seemed to affect him  at allowas
his’ degradation ; a ceremony humiliating in  itself
but rendered doubly so, in his case by the publicity
which was given to it.  His examination, Which
was conducted by the Oidor Bitiller, (whose insos

lent. assexrtion of the natural superiority. of the Spas

niards: to - the Creoles, is said first to have roused
Morelos into: action,) was not of long duration;
On the 22d of December, 1815, Concha 'was
charged to remove him from the prisons of /the

Inquisition, to the hospital of San Christoval, be:

hind which the sentence pronounced against hini
was to be carried into execution.. On arriving theré,
he dined in company with Concha, whom he after-
wards embraced, and thanked for all his kindness
He then confessed himself, and afterwards walked,
with the most perfect serenity, to the place of
execution. The short prayer which he pronounﬂ:
there, deserves to be recorded for its a.ﬁ'ecting"m
plicity. Lord, if I have done well, thou knowest
it; ifill, to thy infinite merey I commend my‘sﬂi‘?”-

After this appeal to the Supreme Judge, he fas-

tened with his own hands a handkerchief abéuf@j; !
eyes, gave the signal to the soldiers ‘to fire; andmeb

death with as much composure as he had’ eve
shown when facing it on the field of battle.
’ o

Tndeed,

e
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SECTION III.

 REVOLUTION FROM DEATH OF MORELOS TO
1820. '

e most,brilliant period. of the Revolution ter- °
mlfnatefl with the life of Morelos. He alone pos:
sessed mf%uence enough to combine the operations
ﬂfu.tb&'dlﬂ'erent Insurgent chiefs into somethin
like unity of plan ;—to reconcile their jarring ixf
Wsz,‘,am.i.to prevent  their jealousy of each other
fn&nbreakmg out into open discord. = By his death
this: last .tle seemed to be dissolved, and things
W ll_:?to their former. confusion. Each Pri-
m considered  itself as.isolated, and connected
by'no bond  of union with the rest; and by this
fatal ‘want  of combination, the Insurgent cause
w;supported in. many parts of the country by:
Mrable.. military talent, and the most brilliant

hmomlsf::el:age, sunk gradually into an almost
“Morelos. conceived that the Congress which he
P 2
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had assembled at Oaxaca, and for which he sacti-

ficed his life, would prove a centre "of union, to

which his lieutenants might look, as they had pre-
viously done to himself; but few of his officers
entertained similar feelings with regard to this
body, which, however useful in theory, was, prac-
tically, a most inconvenient appendage to a camp.

Don Nicolas Bravo succeeded, indeed, in escorting

the Deputies in safety to Tehtiacan, where they
were received, at first, with great respect by Gene-
ral Téran: but disputes soon arose between the:
Civil and Military authorities, and these terminated
by the dissolution of the Congress, to which mea
sure Téran had recourse on the 15th of December,
1815. B
There is no act in the history of the Revolution
that has been more severely blamed than this, and
none, perhaps, that has been less fairly judged. e
cannot be denied that, by dissolving the Congresy
Teran injured the general cause, by depriving%iﬁ

union, which might,

Insurgents of a point de 1€ i
wards, have been of essential use; but it has never
im to do other

been proved that it was possible for h
wise, or that the district under his command could,

in any way,
upon it.

tution, had assigned to themselves, as Deputi”iiﬁf#
yearly salary of eight thousand dollars eachs ar

have supported the additional chargh

which the arrival of the Congress must have brw ‘
The fact is, that the members of that

assemnbly, amongst the other articles of their Couﬂ
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-suluti.on which Bustamante, (the historian of the R
volution, and himself a Deputy,) justifies, by sayi A
that the salary was merely nominal, ami tiat i‘“g
thousand dollars were the utmost that an oWo
h@m to receive. Be this as it may, it is (i}rtal']e
that .whatever could be construed into public pr "
ty, either as taken from the enemy, or as tﬁeoper_
duce of fines paid by the different Huciendas (in 11‘}'10'
nature of black mail,) became liable for the ’a m e
oi?tlfese' sums, whenever the Congress chofei Z“t
temme that it should be so; and moreoiverot}f‘
mb]y was so well aware of this fact that,it ale
may::i endeavoured to get the managem:ant of th-
public purse out of the hands of the Military C ¢
m-andants., in'order to entrust it to Ina!‘teru:ﬁc::z“zT ofo‘?tl;
:ga- :;immatmn. Unfortunately, the man selected for
i c: at '%‘eh}lacén, (Martinez) was particularly
- 'unyleldmg, (Bustamante calls him cosquil-
mckhsh,) in every thing connected with his
o I.ment ;. and (,:ontrived to involve.himself, al-
n‘m_ndi;z_mnedlately, In a dispute with Té&ran, by de-
- g possession (3f the money, and stores, which
. neéeneral had,. with infinite pains, succeeded in
byhth:%onln this claim, Martinez was supported
— gress, and Teran was thus’ reduced to
. nz;de facto,. a dependant upon the body, which
- :“thof.:l:'owln itself upon his protection, or to deny
. y altogether. - He asserts, however, that
would have supported with pati ol
s, patience, his share of
ght of the Congress, had any disposi-
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tion been shown by the other Independent chiefsite
contribute towards its support. But no offers of the
kind were made ; and although all blamed Terdn
for dissolving the National Assembly, and all refused
to acknowledge the Government which he attempt
ed to establish in its place; none would receive/the
Deputies into their camp, or undertake the charge
of protecting their sessions, which might, in that case,
have been resumed, as Teran had mo more right to
dissolve a Congress, than' he had to create one him-

self, in the name of the people, had he been inclined

to attémpt it. e

It must, however, be admitted, that the breaking
up of the ‘only Central Government that had ever
been at all. generally recognized by the Insurgents;
was attended with the most disastrous effects. From
that moment, universal disorder prevailed : Victd:
rii, Guérrérs, Bravo, Rdyon, and Téran, confined
themselves each to his separate circle, where: each
was crushed in turn, by the superiority of the’ com-
mon enemy. A multitude of inferior partizans
shared the same fate. The ‘arrival of fresh troops
from the Peninsula, enabled the Viceroy to estalﬂ;{

a regular chain of communication throughoiib*“f

country, and to enforce obedience, even at the most

distant points'; and these discouraging circut-
stances; together with the facilities held out to'dll
who had embarked in-the Revolution, by theie®
Viceroy Apc‘idﬁcz”t, for reconciling themse]vésﬂﬂ
the Government by accepting the indulto, (or par-
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don,) offered by the King, reduced the number of
those actually in arms, during the years 1816, 1817
and 1818, to a very inconsiderable amount,. :
- But the reverses sustained by the Creole leaders
in the field were more than counterbalanced by the
effect previously produced, by the introduction of -
the Spamish Constitution into Mexico; which, al-
though its most important articles were suspended
almost immediately, so far favoured the develope-
ment of a spirit of independence, that nothing could
afterwards shake its hold upon the minds of the peo-
ple. . This Constitution was, as may be recollected
sanctioned by the Cortes of Cadiz, in 1812, and im:
mediately applied,, not only to Spain, but to the
Transatlantic dominions of the Crown. In Mexico
it;':tgok effect in the Autumn-of the same year, (29th
Séptember, 1812,) under the Viceroyalty of Venegas
w!wwas soon convinced that his authority,l if sub-,
nﬁtbed to the test of public opinion, could ot be
lohg::--retained. So many violent pamphlets against
QPam, and Spanish dominion, were published during
ﬂlgntwo only months that the liberty of the press
ﬁas_;r-ftolerated, (it lasted exactly sixty-six days from
tﬁé Sth‘of October, 1812,) that the tranquillity of
@ 'Ca‘pitgl was endangered, notwithstanding the
MHce of a numerous garrison, and the palace it-
self. threatened by an infuriated mob. = Vivas in fa-
vour of Morelos, and the Insurgents, were heard un-
gﬁ' the Viceroy’s own windows, as well as eriés: of
‘Down with the bad Government!” and even




