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order too, by which the innocent were confounded
re the troops had

with the guilty, was revoked befo
penetrated beyond the suburbs ; and I do not find
that the authors, who are most zealous in the

cause of the Revolution, can prove the number of
those who really suffered by the sentence of deci~
mation, pronounced afterwards against a part of
the population, to have been greater than that of

the Europeans, who had fallen victims to their fero=-
city. Besides, it must not be forgotten that, at the
commencement of a Revolution, however just its
causes, all those who engage in open hostilities

against the established government, do it at their
own peril. They must expect to be treated s

¢raitors, until success makes heroes of them.
do not blame the Spanish Authorities so much for

having done, in the first instance, what Jnost go-
e done in their place, as I do,

their system of severitfs
inefficacy, and when they
Insurgents themselves, o

vernments would hav
for having persevered in
when time had proved its
were intreated by the
avoid such an unnecessary effusion of blood. :wi
Hidalgo arrived at Valladolid on the 14th ﬁ%
November, from whence, after allowing three days -
for his followers t0 recruit after their
proceeded, without delay, to Guidildxard,
town had been occupt
on the very day, that
by himself. During this $
he was joined by another man,

wln*%

the battle of Aciilco was
hort stay at Vallado
who, afterwar v;u

|

Jate losses, e

ied /by one of his lieutena . B
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. took a very active part in the Revolution, the advo-

eate (el' licénciads) Don Ignacid Lopsz Riyo

d‘hom Hidalgo immediately appointed his conﬁdon,
tial secretary: Réyon is one of those who did men;
towards reducing the Insurrection to a regularly z:-

~ ganized system; he established the Junta of Zita-

euz‘ird, w.hich was the first step taken towards creat
ing an independent government, and gave to e:;'
?atnot cause a character of respectabilit "
it had not before possessed. e
.On the 24th of November, Hidalgo mad

tnudlphal' .entry into.Guz‘idﬁldxﬁrﬁ, where he iv t
:;W:: with the greatest pomp, and, apparentli;rS

e greatest enthusiasm. Although the ex-’-

- communicati igi
ation originally pronounced against him

l;cd“:lot.been taken off, he assisted at a grand 7Te
ducte‘; in the Cathedral, from whence he was con-
- ca:;)e the palace, where all the great Corpora-
e ate place themselves at his orders. Soon
. W.rtr}llval he was joined by Allendg, in con-
i 'lmdl ex::?:;ni) :though a};great degree of irri-
. ween them since th

f:n;lliexmo, he proceeded, with his usualead;z(i?rt
e :;:asur;i for 1'ncreasing his forces, and
e bert . ery which he had lost. This he
= (,t . g ringing a number of cannon from Sin
spmﬂs 0g'reat dock-yard and arsenal of the
thongh o,f an the Westerd coast ;) some of which,
mnvey,ed ; very la.rge size, (24-pounders) were

» by the Indians, over a mountainous dis-
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cation had ever be- -

trict, across which no communi
It would have been

" fore been thought practicable.
well for Hidalgo’s reputation, if these cares alone

had occupied him ; but, ‘during his stay in Guddd-
lixard, he was guilty of an action, which leavesa
foul blot upon his name. I have already remarked
his inexorable spirit, and his bitter enmity towards
every thing Spanish. All the Europeans in the
town were thrown into confinement,  upon his

arrival: their number was so great, that it was

y to distribute them amongst the different

and it is mot improbable that they ma;yt'._‘,
1ot have been as guarded in their conversation there, -
as circumstances required. But, without any other
crime being alleged against them than this,—on
some vague rumours of a conspiracy amongst the
prisoners, Hidalgo determined to make away with
them all. This’ cruel vesolution was carried into
effect with a cold-bloodedness which is really hor-
rible. &
No form of trial, no previous examination evel
was thought necessary; but the prisoriers Weﬁg
brought out, by twenty and thirty at a time, anﬂﬁ'f
conducted, under the veil of night, by some of H’Idﬁ :

necessar
convents }

£ g
g 1

g0’s creatures, to retired parts of the mountains

the vicinity of the city, where they were butchered™
in secret, the use of fire-arms being prdhibited‘,f'
fear of creating any alarm. This detestable sysw#’;
of midnight executions commenced at Vallado
where Hidalgo ‘ordered -eighty Europeans to be be:
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headed on the Cerro de la Bitéd, during the three
days which he passed in the town; but, in Guddi-

laxard, the number of victims was between seven

and eight hundred. There is every reason to be-
lieve too, that he intended to ‘pursue the same line
of conduct in future, and to establish it as a general |
mle amongst his adherents; for a letter was pro-
duced on his trial, written by him to one of his lieute-
'flam;s, in which, after recommending him to go on seiz-
ing the persons of as many Spaniards as possible, he
adds, ““and if you should have any reason to suspect
.yaur prisoners of entertaining restless, or seditious
‘ 1?.@&5, or discover amongst them, any dangerous inten:
tions, bury them in oblivion at once, by putting such
persons to death, with all necessary precautions, in
seme'secret and solitary place, where their fate may
remain for ever unknown.”
.-Nothing can be more horrible than the idea of
t&m reducing assassination to a system ; and, even
?thng humanity and morality entirely aside, nothing
could;be more ill judged. It drove the Spaniards to
#espﬂr, and furnished them, at the same: time, with
an. excuse for any atrocities which they chose to
@mt. It discredited the cause of the Revolution
ang:pt'Fveltted a number of respectable Creoles from’
eBpousmg it. Allende himself, is said to have been
;ngqmgl)ns:edhwith the cruelty of his chief, that no-
 but the approach ] i
s _abandoﬁngpﬁim- of Calleja prevented him
'ﬁl: climnon which the Insurgents had found at
O N
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San Blas, were so NUMETOUS, that Hidalgo, though
there were only 1,200 muskets in the whole army,
imagined that, with the assistance of his batteries,
he should be able to repulse Calleja’s forces. Al
lende foresaw that the want of discipline amongst
the troops, would produce the same effect as at
Aculco, and wished not to try another action; but
being out-voted, in a council of war, he Was forced
to submit. The bridge of Ciildéron, (about sixteen
leagues from Guidildjard,) was fortified; and the
Mexicans awaited there the approach of the Roy-
alist army.. ok
Calleja, after having passed pearly six weeks ifl,
Guiinixniatd, began his march towards the Norths
and on the 16th of January, 1811, the two arn,giq{",

were, once more, in. sight. On the 17th, a generdl
action took place, the event of which completdﬁ:

justified Allende’s predictions. ~After. some partial
successes, on the part of the Mexicans, who vepulsed
two or three attacks, in one of which the Conde,;ﬂf
la Cadena (Calleja’s second in command) was Killeds
the explosion of an ammunition-waggon threw the
whole army into confusion ; but, as they had fouﬂ
better, so they lost fewer men than at Aculco. ﬁf;
dalgo and Allende effected an orderly retreat, mm
direction of the Provincias Internas. RiiyOn retu 3
ed to Guidilijard, to carry off the military ¢
which contained 300,000 dollars. This he effe

as Calleja, satisfied with his victory, did nota :

to pursue the Insurgents, or €ven to enter Guadi
VG
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laxara, until four days after the battle. It is from
the bridge of Cild€ron, where this action was fought
* that'he takes the title of Conde de Cildéron ; lilngde;
which, in the year 1820, in Spain, he was s:u'prised
“and made prisoner by Riego, in the midst of the
army which he was destined to lead to Mexico, in
order to terminate the work, which he had cr;m
menced ten years before. ;
.Thg— Insurgent Chiefs arrived in safety at Siltillo
with about 4000 men. There it was determined’
tha't :Ra}:on shoqld be left in command of the troops
whﬂe 'Hlflélg(‘i, Alléndg, Aldémﬁ; and Abas6io pusph.’.
: e’dsrim,-wnh an escort, for the frontiers of the {Inited
%afes, where they intended to purchase arms and
::ihtm'y stores, with a part of the treasure which
. they had saved. They were surprised, on the road
.b«j* ﬂfe tteachery of a'former associate, Don Ignacio,
Eﬁzond?, who, having declared, at first, for the
R:em}ixtmn, was anxious to make his peace with the
G?vgmment, by so valuable a capture. They were
l.n.ad‘e prisoners on the 2lst of March, 1811, and
clf?nveyed to Chihiiahudi, where, such was the ;,nxi
?ty of ﬂ.le Government to draw from them som;
mffﬁrt:]atlon as'to the ramifications of the Insurrec-
ﬁbﬁ;itn"the different provinces, that their trial was
E:(:ﬁ'inacti until t'he end of July; when Hidalgo,
i pfn ity previously degraded, was shot. His
g lm,‘:t:ms shared tht.} same fate: they all appear
oo e:;? death Wlifh great firmness; at least,
even Spaniards allow that the accounts
N2
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published at the time, of their confessions, and al-
leged penitence, were fabrications. (
It is not my intention to follow the history of the -
Revolution, after Hidalgo's death, through all the
mazes of a Guerrilla war. Throughout the whole
territory of Mexico, from Veracruz to the Pro-
vincias Internas of the North, Insurgent parties were
organized, and the Royalist troops employed in their
pursuit. But there was 10 concert amongst their
leaders, many of whom were barbarous and illiteraté "

while each considered himself as independent

men,
Riiyon assumed the

in his own particular district.
command of the remains of Hidalgo's forces at Sal

tillo, and retreated with them upon Zicitécds; bub
his authority was acknowledged by none but his

own men.
by the parties of Muhiz,
Sérrand and Osornd comman
La Puebla, and Veracruz;

and the Padre Navirreté:

and even the valley of

Mexico swarmed to such a degree with partizans,
that all communication between the Capital and the

Interior was cut off, while sentinels were lassoedf.ﬂ
the very gates of the town. But still the authoritf
of the Viceroy was acknowledged in all the prin-
cipal cities, and the Creoles were unable to assemlﬁ{

# The lasso, respecting which the works of Captain Hall,
many amusing particulars, isas

and Captain Head, contain so
ge
not merely i
weapon.

n catching horses, or cattle, but @s an off

The Baxio was laid under contribution

ded in the Provinces af

»ﬂ{

nerally used in Mexico, as in Chile, or the Pampas, and that,
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any force that could meet the army of Calleja i
Ehve field. Little, therefore, was done towards l;]a 2
f‘ng the_contest to a close, although the countr g
‘dejastated, and hardly a day passed Withouty i
partial action being fought. T
hRﬁyon .seems to have been the first to perceive
;i :tc Orix:;tt};mg but a general coalition. could enable
| ymen. to contend with an enemy, who had
the powgr of directing an overwhelming force u
an).rtpa.rtlc:lllar point, and thus destroying its opll))zn
nents in detail. To effect this 1 -
idea of a National Junta, to be ]z;e::edc %T;CZ:;E(: st)hi
;f popular e.lection, and acknowledged by all tlfe
ys::rgfn.t chiefs; and he selected the town of Zi
-t’ﬁcqaro,'ln the State of Valladolid, as the best r :
sidence for 31.1ch an assembly ; public opinion havine-
gzzzzunCed'ltseH more  decidedly in favour of thf
. W.glfints .m 1.;hat Province, than in any other.
em_i- (:; Mt:us view he occupied Zitaciiard, about the
ik Ony,- t(1811,) and having repulsed an attack
S ;:] tl, on the 22nd of June, by Brigadier
iy ex, a .the heafi of 2000 men, he proceeded
ik ecution of his favourite plan, in which he
i 31 iu' successful, that, on the 10th of Septem-
- C,Oa Junta, or Central Government, was in-
iy a,n » Sr:posed of five members, elected by as
- landde embly. of the most respectable farmers,
i lEI;(;)prleztors.of t!xe di§trict, as could be
; aporiy e conjunction with the
nto, and inhabitants of the town.
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The principles laid down by the New Junta, in its
first declarations, seem to have formed the basis of
those adopted by Tturbide, ten years later, in his
famous plan of Tguali : both, at least, agrée in ac-
knowledging Ferdinand VII. as Sovereign of Mex-
ico, provided he would quit his European dominions,
and occupy the throne in person, and both. profess
to desire a most intimate union with Spain. But
there can have been but little sincerity in this, on
the part of the Junta, for Morélds, with whom, at
that time, Rayon had held but little communication,
but whose name was, SOOR afterwards, added t0
those of the other members of the Government,
openly blamed his colleagues for consenting to re-
cognize a Spanish Monarch on dny terms ; while
Rayon only defended the measure on the score of
expediency, ‘ because the name of King still pos
sessed such influence over the lower classes, t
it was highly desirable to afford them the means

of continuing in a state of insurrection, without
shocking, in any way, their notions of what their
duty to their Sovereign required.”* A

The intelligence of the installation of the Junta
of Zitactiar0 was received, with great enthusiasim,
by the Creoles throughout New Spain; but the
flattering hopes which this event excited, Wer
uofortunately, never realized. There Wwas ‘noh

%, Vide Original Letters, since published byﬁustamantﬁiﬁ
his Cuadro, and Representation of Audiencia, Appendix. Le
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indeed, any w*qnt of good intentions, on the part of
the Junta; but the supremacy of its members was
not, at first, generally acknowledged ; and when
b'y the accession of Morelos, they acquired addi,
t_mnalu in.ﬂuence, the destruction of their residence-
by Ca;lIéJ%i, and the preparations for the Congress
pf Chilpdnzingd, in which the Junta, itself, was
finally, Tnerged, prevented any decisive me’asure;
from b.emg taken. It left, however, some lastin
memorials of its existence. I know few paper%
drawn up with greater moderation, or hetter cal-
culated tf’ produce a good, practical effect, than
the Manifesto, with the proposals for Pea’ce or
War, which was transmitted, in the narne, of
tlhsel g.unta, to the Viceroy, in the month of March,
After an eloquent picture of the state, to which
fifteen months of civil war had reduced the countr
fmd alil appeal to the Viceroy, respecting the mannz;
n which the miseries inseparable from any state of
;m-fare, had .been augmented by the wanton sacri-
f:t'-‘e of the prisoners, Dr. Cos (by whom this mani-
‘Zt: !:t; : dra'w.n up) .Rroceeds to point out to
Whef is critical position ; the little dependence
ich he could place upon the Creole troops, who
sooner or later, must make common cause witI; thei;
z}(;ntt;zn:z:a;l—.th; rapid progress of the Revolution,
v lim:: cacy of all the measures of seve-
He; ﬂ{ hich he had endeavoured to check it.
: en assumes, as undeniable principles, the
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natural equality of America and Spain; the right
of America to assemble her Cortes, as the Spaniards
had done theirs; and the nullity of the claims of
any body of men in the Peninsula, to exercise the
supreme authority in Mexico, during the captivity
of the Sovereign: and finally, he proposes, on the
part of the Junta, that, © if the Europeans will con-
sent to give up the offices which they hold, and to
allow a General Congress to be assembled, their
persons and properties shall be religiously respect=
ed; their salaries paid; and the same privileges
granted to them, as to the native Mexicans ; who,
on their side; will acknowledge Ferdinand as their
Sovereign ; assist the Peninsula with their treasures}
and regard all Spaniards as their fellow-subjects,
and citizens of the same great empire.” ik
Such was the plan of Peace. The plan of War
was confined, principally, to an endeavour to obtail
some abatement of severity in the treatment of pri=
soners, so as to avoid unnecessary effusion of blood
and to establish the severest penalties for all such,
on either side, as should sack or burn villages

where no resistance was made; or authorize i

discriminate massacres, on entering the smaller
towns. it

The introduction of the name of religion, in @
quarrel where religion was in no way concerned;
is, likewise, reprobated in very strong terms; ut
in the whole course of the manifesto, there is ﬁﬁ-
one offensive or insulting expression ; an instance of

MEXICO IN 1827. 185

‘moderation which is the more remarkable, as, at
.‘that time, the cause of the Revolution appeareti to
be every where triumphant.
~ These proposals Venegas ordered to be burnt b
;he public - executioner, in the Plaza Mayor oj;'
Megico! He could not, however, prevent them
from producing a great effect upon the public mind
enforced, as they were, by the example and succes;
of Morelds, whose career it will now be my duty to
trace, as furnishing one of the most interesting epi
gades in the Mexican Revolution. : i
. We left Morelos, in October, 1810, setting out
from Valladolid, with a commission from Hidaleo
to act as Captain-general of the provinces on tﬁe
South-Western coast, without any other retin
ttl‘an a few servants, from his own curacy armu;
mtl'xnsix muskets, and some old lances. 'i‘he ﬁ:st
?édltlon which he received to this force, on arriv-
Eon thtua _ci)a,st, was a numerous band of slaves
th:;n .Pétalau{ and other towns, eager to purchase
eir liberty on the field of battle: arms were, how-
efar, S0 scarce, that twenty muskets, Which’ Were.
fii_s?f)vered in Pétilan, were considered as a most
invaluable acquisition. The brothers, Don José
EedDon Antonio, Géléand, who had already de-,
= aff::; thedcaus? of Ix.ldependence, joined him,
1.310 qu' s, with their adherents, (November,
o ,) and increased his numbers to about a thou-
o Lnen. With this force Morelos advanced
Acapulco. He was met by the Commandant
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of the district, Don Francisco Paris, at the head
of a numerous and well-appointed 'hody of troops,
Notwithstanding his superiority, Morelos, aware of
the necessity of commencing his operations by a
coup-d éclat, determined to attack the camp of the
Royalists by night. The attempt was crowned
with complete success. On the 25th of January,
1811, the enemy Wwas surprised, and thrown into
such confusion at the first onset, that they thought
of nothing but a rapid flight. - Eight hundred
muskets, five pieces of artillery, a quantity of am-
munition, and a considerable sum of money, fell

into the hands of Morélss, who thus saw all his

wants supplied at once. Seven hundred prisoners
were taken at the same time, all of whom were

treated with the greatest humanity. This success-
f frequently

ful enterprize was, as Morélds himsel
all his later triumphs. The

from this moment, Was 1
e skill with which he baffled the

efforts of the divisions successively detached against

said, the corner-stone of
rapidity of his progress,
astonishing ; and th

him by Vevegas, under the Brigadiers Lland and

Fiientés, rendered him, in a very short time, the

terror of the Spaniards, and the admiration of his
own countrymen. His celebrity brought men of
talent, from every quarter, to his standard. Those
in whom he placed most confidence were, Dob
Ermenegildo Giléand, the Cura Mitimords, (whom
lieutenant,) and the Bravds,

he appointed his first
ed him, soon after the defeat

whose whole family join
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bf. Paris. The father, Don Lédnardd, and one of
h;s brothers, perished in the course of the Revolu-
tion; but Don Nicolas Bravy (the son) survived
it, a-nd has been placed, by the unanimous voice
of his countrymen, with Victorid, at the head of
the present government.

':I'he whole of the year 1811 was occupied by a
series of petty engagements, (the details of which can
onlybe interesting to Mexicans,) and by the strenuous

_ efforts of Morelos to introduce something like dis-

cipliTle amongst the Blacks, who had enlisted in
gcnmderable numbers in his army. Their ferocit
was of use in the field of battle, but it ﬁas only by
ﬁ‘equ'ent examples that it could be prevented fronylr
::omg itself on other occasions; and it required
bﬁu;l;es‘ firmness of Morelos to keep it within any
In the mean time, the scene of action had been
gradually, brought nearer to the Capital ; and ir;
January 1812, the Insurgents advanced so. far ;hat
Tasco, a town famous for its mines, and only tw,ent - |
five leagues from Mexico, was taken by Gﬁléi{f“
and Bravd, after an obstinate resistance. '
her'i-ous actions took place in January, and the
._gmmng of February, 1812, in all of which Mo-
rélos was victorious ; so that, at last, his advanced.
g_llard, under ]ffravo, pushed on to Chalco, with out:
ists at San Atigiistin de las Cuevis, within three
gues of the gates of Mexico. But the alarm
which this movement excited drew upon Morelos a
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more formidable opponent. Calleja was summoned
to defend the Capital, with the army which had

triumphed over the first Insurgents at Aciiled, and

the bridge of Cildéron; but, though flushed with

new successes, Morelos determined to wait its ap-
proach. Cuautld Amilpis, (about twenty-two
leagues from Mexico,) was the place which he se-
lected to make his stand. It was an entirely open

town, nor did he attempt to supply the want of eX+

terior fortifications, though he was indefatigable in

his ‘endeavours to render the interior as strong as
possible, by cutting trenches in the streets, walling

up the doors, ‘and lower windows of the houses,
and breaking a communication within, so as to give

his men every possible advantage. In this he was.

seconded by the activity of his Lieutenants, Bravd,
Gilgand, and the Cura Miitimords ; and such was
the confidence with which they inspired their troops;
that the approach of the Royal army was impatiently '

expected. ¥

As Calleja, whom we left in the North of the
did not march from thence to Cuautll;

counfry,
without adding to the number of his successes over

the Insurgents, it will be necessary, in order to avoid
confusion, to trace his progress, before I give any
account of the siege. ¥

From the moment of its establishment, the Juntd:
of Zitacuiar0 was considered by the Spaniards 88
their most formidable enemy ; and Venegas, in De=

cember 1811, sent positive orders to Calleja, then at
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Acambird, in the province of Mihdican, to march
with all his forces, against the town. Calleja obe :
ed; and his army sustained such hardships, agd
overcame such difficulties on the way, in crossing a
country where roads were unknown, and where, at
times, they were forced to cut their way thro’u h
forests so thick, that it required the labour of twentgy-
four hours to enable them to advance a single league
that even their enemies speak of the undertakin :
with admiration. -
On the 1st of January, 1812, Cillgjd arrived be-
fm‘e.Zitéicﬁar(‘i; and on the 2nd, he attacked, and
carried the town by assault, which must have'been
!mdly defended, as, from the strength of its situation
it was capable of making considerable resistance,
The Junta escaped to Stltépec, where it establisheéi
fl.new seat of Government ; but the honour of hav-
ing bee[i selected for its first residence proved fatal
to,Zitacuafré. Calleja, after having passed a fortn.ight
there, which he employed principally in examining
Rayon’s papers, decimated the inhabitants, ordered
the walls to be rased, and burnt the town on his
departure, sl_)aring only the churches and convents.*
mf;g:il Zitactiard, he proceeded, by forced marches,
hi. eico, where Venegas most anxiously expected
m, in order to check the progress of Morelos. The
army made a triumphal entry into the Capital, on

" A
: _dI saw this unfortunate town in 1826, The situation is
ovely, but the place is still in ruins,
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spot ; an action, which contributed, not a little, fo.
raise the spirits of his own men. Indeed, nothing -
could exceed the enthusiasm with which Morelos
had inspired both his troops, and the inhabitants of
the town. The Indians, who were stationed upon
the flat roofs of the houses, did great execution with
their slings, and assisted in preventing the enemy, o
when once thrown into disorder, from forming again.
Morelos himself was equally successful with Gale
ana in repulsing the column which attacked the
Plaza de St’. Domingo, where he commanded in
person. The action lasted from seven in the morm=
ing till three in the afternoon ; when Calleja, after
a fruitless attempt to decoy the Mexicans from their
entrenchments, by pretending to abandon his artil=

lery, drew off his men, (leaving five hundred dead
upon the spot,) and retired, in good order, to a little

village, about a league from the town, where he es=

tablished his head-quarters. iy

The event of the day had so completely discous
raged him, that he did not think of risking another

assault, but determined to lay siege to Cuautld in

form, and wrote to Venegas for supplies of artﬂlel%fmcéfj
ammunition, and men. Venegas immediately sent
him all that the magazines of the Capital contained$
and ordered Brigadier Llano, who had before been
opposed. to Morelos, to join the army of the Centre.
with his whole division. The courier” charged with

the Viceroy’s dispatches having. fallen into the hands
of an Insurgent party, Morelos was perfectly aware
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of the increase of force, which Calleja was about to
receive; but he felt, likewise, that the eyes of all
Mexico were turned upon the contest at Cuduntli
and that a retreat would defeat the hopes, Whic};
the repulse of the Royalists, in their first attack,
had excited. He determined, therefore, to defend
himself to the last, n a place where, according to
the: rules of war, defence was impossible ; and this
resolution was most gallantly carried into effect.
Llano was, at this time, engaged in an attack
upon Iziicdr, which was successfully defended by
Don Vicente Glierrérd, who had, at that time, begun
his long and perilous career. In the course of the
Revolution, this general had received upwards of
ﬁﬁy wounds, and has had almost as many mira-
culoqs escapes : one of the most extraordinary, per-
haps, was at Izticir, where, while he was asleep,
exhausted with fatigue, a small shell came through
the roof, and rolled under his bed, where it ex-
ploded, and killed, or wounded, every person in the
room, but himself.
On the receipt of the Viceroy’s orders, Llano
quitted Iziicir, and joined Cilléji on the Ist of
Mm"ch. On the 4th, Calleja on one side, and
Hano on the other, began to cannonade, and bom-
b?ﬂ-the town, after having erected batteries and
bf@stWorks in the course of a single night.
.‘:The‘ﬁrst shells alarmed the inhabitants exces-
’les but, within twenty-four hours, they grew
S0 accustomed to them, that the very children were
SNOL, 1, « O
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employed in collecting them, as well asdt'm:) ca:mtﬁ ‘
and musket-balls which were strewe afou
streets; for which Morelos, Whtzse stock o anu:f,_
 nition was not very: copious, paid them so muc :
doi;:;tilities were not, however, conﬁ‘ned to this
distant warfare: during the month- of Marc?x._ :;
attempt was made to surprise Calleja, by andms y
gent division not in Cuautla, unde'r the.m;1 ers
one of the Bravos, and Larios, which fa]leb con?v-f _
pletely. The want of water, too, constantly Cl::ﬁ |
the troops, on both sides, to clos? quarters. . m
was supplied by a stream, which, at a p::lh : &
very far from the town, there wa:s a p?smﬁ C:zeé :
turning into another channel. - This Ca]le,].: effe y
and, though his works were destroyed by a..ﬁ &;
from the town, he had ‘made some progr;si h; m
establishing them, when (Galeana, aware O . rtow
cessity of securing this important spot, un d‘:slo“
on the night of the 25th of March, t(;l m
the enemy, and to raise a fort clo'se to t_he sl;v%‘
This enterprise was conducted with sf,urt:1 a; M
and judgment, that it was crowned wit ;omw'
success. In the course of .twen,ty-four op_lem_
fort, with three pieces of artillery, was cot:n m .
with a covered way, which extended to t_%cg m
Galeana himself took charge of the new for’c]l.I .
and defended it against a (.iesp_erate atts?c_ ; mgw
the Royalists made upon it the ._followlmgas au
and in which their loss was considerable, as
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leana would not allow his men to fire, until the
enemy was within pistol-shot of the entrenchments.
~An attempt to enter Cuautla, by establishing a’
correspondence with some of the inhabitants, like-
wise failed. Calleja had managed to induce a Cap-
tain Manso, to promise to deliver up a battery
entrusted to his charge, but his treachery was
discovered by Galeana, and turned against the

Royalists, who, on secing the sigrials agreed upon,
advanced, by night, and were introduced by Ga-
leana himself into the trenches, where they were
 received with so general, and so well-directed a
discharge, that they left one hundred men dead
upon the spot.

Calleja’s own reports do ample justice to the
gallantry of the defence made by the Insurgents.
He acknowledges, (March 25th) in his correspond-
ence with the Viceroy, that, so' far from having
shown any symptoms of discouragement, they had
supported both the firing and the bombardment,
“with a firmness worthy of a better cause;” and
that they continued to harass his troops by fre-

 quent 'sallies, which kept them constantly upon

the alert.  He calls Morelos, “ a second Mahomet ;*

and though he terms fanaticism the enthusiasm

With which he had inspired his followers, he con-

fesses that it had produced the most extraordinary

efects. At a much earlier period, he had applied

for a train of heavy artillery from Pérot&; but

though Venegas instantly despatched the necessary
o 2




