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by the violence and arrogance of this body mat-
ters were soon brought to a crisis. In every part
of the country, a feeling of hostility towards the
Europeans spread, and with it an impatient desire

to shake off their yoke. In some places, (as at Val-
ladolid,) attempts were made to concert insurrection:
ary movements, as early as May 1809, which were
checked by the arrest of those principally concerned
in the project. But mothing was gained by this}
discontent had become too general to be repressa&l{
entirely, and to check it at one point, only gaveit

a tendency to break out, with additional violence, ﬂ“'

another. The scene alone was changed from thl!
province of Michddcan, to that of Guanz‘ijﬁa%jifi
where the famous Cura Hidalgo was destined first
to rouse into action the excited feelipgs of his cour '.

£
4 gt

trymen.

Don Miguel Hidalgd y Costilld, was a man Wil
the Spaniards themselves allow to have possessed
many superior acquirements.®  His reading was

_tensive, and in the little town of Dolorés, of wh
he was Cura, he had given proofs of great acti
and intelligence, by encouraging different man

* Vide Appendix, 37th paragraph of the Representation d
the Audiencia to the Cortes, in which Hidalgo, although
nated asa  man without honour, or religious prineiple;’
mitted to have possessed ¢ sufficient acuteness, and knowledge:

of mankind, to caleulate. not only upon the assistance of the

troops, whom he had seduced, but upon the powerful aid of_"_‘
ambition, the vices, and the ignorance of his countrymen.”

N
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tures amongst his parishioners, and introducing the
culti'vation of the silk-worm ; in which, in the year
1810, they‘ha.d made a very considerable progress.
He had likewise planted vineyards to a great ex-
tent in the vicinity of the town; but this attempt
to increase the resources of his curacy was rendered
abortive, by a special order from the Capital, prohi-

 biting the inhabitants from making wine, by which

they were reduced to the greatest distress.

. Thus, private motives for discontent were added
to those which he shared in common with the rest
of his countrymen; and this may account for the
stern, - inexorable spirit,' with which he began the
contest, and which, being met by a spirit equally
stubborn, and unrelenting, on the part of the Spa-
niards, gave at once to the revolution that sanguinary
character, by which it is distinguished throughout.
. To form a party willing to join him in the enter-
prise which he meditated, was no difficult task, since
the minds of his countrymen were so well prepared
for it beforchand. Indeed, so little caution does he
seem to have observed, that his projects were dis-
covered before they had come to maturity, and
orders issued for the arrest of himself and his asso-
clates, Allend®, Aldams, and Abasdls, three Creole
officers in garrison at Guiin#juatd, who were amongst
the-first converts to his opinions.

~ This premature disclosure might have discou-

.rag'ed a man of less determination than Hidalgo;
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but with him it produced no other effect than thwz
of hastening the execution of his plan. e

Having been joined by Allendg, on the 13th of
September, 1810, and secured the co-operation of ten
of his own parishioners, on the morning of the 16th -
of September, just two years after the arrest of Ittir-
rigiray, he gave the signal for revolt, by seizin‘gj
and imprisoning seven Europeans, resident in ‘the
town of Dolords, whose property he immediately
distributed amongst his followers. The rapidity of
his progress after this first exploit ‘seems quite incres |
dible* The news of it spread in every direction,
and was every where received with the same enthﬂ
Gasm. Within twenty-four hours, Hidalgd's u'.
became so considerable, that, on the 17th of S

7

L

tember, he was enabled to take possession of Sin

Félipé, and, on the 18th, of Sin Migtel & Grar
(towns each of 16,000 inhabitants,) in both of wh
places. the confiscated - property of the Europe
afforded him the means of increasing the numberfu |
his own.partizans. g
Guiindjuatd, the capital of the Province, and the
emporium - of the: treasures of the Spaniards mM
part of the country, was his next object 3 but, ashe
was aware of the activity, and decided characte
the Intendant Riafion, (a magistrate respected

# ¢« The flame which Hildago lighted at the little fown
Dolores, spread through the country with the rapidity of atmes
pheric plague.”—Vide Appendix, 42nd paragraph of Re prese

tation.
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in Mexico, for his integrity, and benevolent spirit,)
he would not risk an attack upon a city containing,
at that time, 75,000 inhabitants, until he was sure
that his numbers were equal to the attempt. «The
Intendant had, at first, resolved to defend the whole
town; but finding that he had not men enough to
undertake it, and observing strong symptoms of dis-
affection amongst the lower classes, who were all
inclined to make common cause with their country-
men, rather than to assist the Spaniards, he shut
himself up, with all the Europeans, and the gold,
silver, quicksilver, and other valuables contained in
the Royal Treasury, in the Public Granary, (called la
Alhﬁnd‘l'gﬁ,) where he fortified himself, and made
every preparation for an obstinate defence.*

~ On the morning of the 28th September, Don M-
fand Abassls, in the uniform of Colonel of Hidalgo's
army, appeared before the town, with a letter from
the Cura, announcing, * that having been elected
“Caplain general of America,” by the unanimous
choice of his followers, and recognized as such by
the Ayuntamientos of the towns of Célayd, and San
Migiiel, he had proclaimed the independence of
Mexico: that, as the Europeans were the only ob-
stacles to this, it was necessary to banish them from
the kingdom and to confiscate their property ; but
that, if the Spaniards at Guin¥jiats would submit

* The Alhondigi is the large square building which rises
abofe the rest in the annexed Plate of the Canada de Marfil,
or Ravine which forms the entrance to Gui nijuats.

VoL, 1, M
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their persons should be respected,

without opposition,
d to the coast uninjured: =

and they should be conveye
The Intendant’s answer wa
and as it afforded no prospect of any capitulation,
Hidalgo’s troops jmmediately marched to the attack,
The number of those who had flocked to his
standard in the course of twelve days is estimated
at 20,000 ; but they were principally Indians, armed
with slings, bows and clubs, lances, and michétés;
very few had muskets, and, on the whole, nothing
could form a greater contrast than the appearanct
of this motley crew, when compared with that of the
regiment of La Reina, which, together with a parf
of the infantry of Célayd, had joined Hidalgo, on
his march to Guéndjuato. | o
The Alhondigd was commanded by a number oﬁ
little eminences, which were immediately occupiﬂ{?‘?2
by swarms of slingers, who kept up su :
shower of stones that the Europeans could harﬁg;}i

" appear upon the fortifications. The musketry, hdﬂg

ever, from the fort did great execution, as every
with which @5 |

ball took effect amongst the crowds

streets were filled. But the whole poptﬂatioﬁ.l@-
e

the town having joined the Insurgents, such
bers pressed on t0 the attack, that they at &
carried every thing before them. Their pr
was checked for a moment by some shells,
the Intendant had invented by filling some of
in which the quicksilver is contai

iron flasks,
der, and boring a hole for a Mas

with gunpow

4 :I!J

=
"

L
ch a consmﬁ;%

s moderate, but firm; =
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bm _cpn.fusion soon ensued amongst the besieged
and resm.tance was given up as hopeless, the gea;
gate having been forced, and the Intendant hiirself
killed by a ball, which struck him on the temple
The flumber of Whites who perished in, and a'ﬂ
:he a'ctlon, is not exactly known. I us:e the te:l:‘:
Guvgil;es_,’ ?ecause several of the principal Creoles of
' juatd, connected by marriage with the Spanish
residents, and apprehensive, no doubt 1:hatp thei
pfoperty would not be respected in ::he ene:;
pillage, which was to be expected on Hi%ialgo’s

- entry, determined to share the fate of the Europeans

and shut themselves up with them in the Alhﬁndig'“
: The slau.ghter is allowed to have been very cor‘:-

sﬁrable: indeed, I am acquainted with one family
:; ch lost. .seventeen of its members on that fatal
Im}};ﬂ :\To:;mg could e:::ceed the acharnement of the
= a.u ther Ethe' action was over; they put to
. et m.'opean? who fell into their hands,
R t01 seize with delight the opportunity,
- I? Seng’fh aﬁ'ordfad them, of avenging the
thmr, Wwhic pflplsh ambition had brought upon
ancestors and themselves. This ferocity was

the m i
more extraordinary, from having lain dormant

Shoad lo:piear]::rtmie t}.n'ee centuries, the Indian race
b i 4 ik o state of the most abject sub-
. Revexlr (.:onquerors; nor was it suspected,
. olution brol'ie. out, that they entertain- -
L allp y rooted a feeling of former wrongs.
the Europeans had transported to the
M 2

T = — =
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Fort their most valuable effects, the amount of the
commodities, found in

money, and other precious
estimated at five

it was enormous: it is usually
millions of dollars, the possession of which entirely.

changed the aspect of Hidalgo's affairs, and induced
the public to watch, with the most anxious interest,

the progress of an insurrection, which many had at =
first considered as an ill-judged, - and desperate

4

attempt. | .
The property of the old Spaniards at Guiinijuatd

was given up to Hidalgo's troops and such was

the diligence of the Indians upon this occasion,

that, although the action did not terminate till five in
the afternoon on Friday, not a single house be-
longing to an European was found standing on the
Saturday morning. Indeed, the ‘greatest excesses
were committed during the whole time that the
army remained in the town Hidalgo had neither
the power, mor perhaps the inclination, to restrail
them. He was aware that the contest in which e
had engaged was Oné
not averse to seeing his followers so deeply ColE
mitted as to render any hope of ‘future reconcilit
tion impossible. This appears to me the simplés
mode of accounting for his never having attemfaﬂ;@

to introduce any thing like discipline amongsﬁ'igﬁ_

troops, (the possibility of which Morélds afterw

-

proved); for it cannot be attributed to any §
of intelligence, or activity ;—qualities which he

played, in all other respects, in N0 common degr

of a deadly nature, and W8 |
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b]i:h)lmédnathil:t :]}iort stay at, Guindjuatd, he esta-
ere, with every thin

i g necess

coming money, and a foundery of cannon ina:“riiiiz)}:

he made use of the b
A ells which
in the houses of the Europeans ich had been found

1 hav i
e :esb;izc}lmore particular in detailing the
R hitook place at Guéindjuatd, be-
gl Us succes§ful attempt upon this
sﬁread B g(;l owed his celebrity. His name
R 3; through the different Provinces,
B ame the nature of his enterprise.
ry part of the country recruits flew to

as their chi yioo

powers, b}’c}\li;f;chhijqdlsﬁnb.uted commissions and
and his partisans ¢  principles were disseminated,
- The consterr tfllgme?l_t-ed, .in every quarter.
Gulnzats Cr;atmn, which the news of the fall of
Capital was v:ted amongst the Spaniards in the
e 1‘}}{’ g‘i-eat;u but the new Viceroy,
i t“’m E:;‘Ier, Vénegis, who had been in-
Dolores broke out, d?;;)sla;chl‘m‘e }:hf? ot ey
mea such firmness in all hi
ceé.lgltrhe:i,r t::i}:hl? Creoles were compelled t: uc::
i ation, and public tranquillity was
: Vén" ﬁs, 3
sentatizrg;s oft?;ugAhv B st sminled dyysthisimetile,
. hudlenma, and particularly of the
Bl Wgul(’l wlo assured him that the sound of
- aonfa .be sufficient to terrify the

0 submission, soon perceived the real
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stite of affairs. He ordered troops from La Pue-
bli, Orizavii, and Téliicd, to march upon the Capital,
and, at the same time, by way of conciliating the
Creoles, he intrusted the command of one of the
finest Tegiments to the Conde de la Cadeénd, @
Mexican born. The event proved his calculation
to have been correct, for the Count, who had been
supposed before, to be one of those most desirous
of seeing Mexico independent, became, from that
moment, a zealous adherent of Spain, and perished
soon after in the defence of her cause. ;
The same policy was recommended to Don Felix
Mirid Cillejd, who commanded a brigade of troops,
at San Luis Potdsi, and was ordered to augment '
lis division as much as possible and to march il
pursuit of - Hidalgo. Nor .did the Viceroy neglect
to turn to account the superstition of the people-f :
some doubts having arisen,
respect to the justice of a sentence of excommuﬁi_gf"
cation pronounced against Hidalgo by his Diocesan,
the Bishop of Valladolid, (as the Cura, though 'iﬂ,‘-‘f.,
arms against the King, had not committed at \

offence against. the Catholic Religion,) Vénégﬁ{f‘

caused this sentence to be confirmed by the Aréﬁﬁ
bishop Lizand, and by the Inquisition, who p@
nounced, at the same time, the penalty of excom-
munication, ipso jfacto incorrenda, against any tﬁ

who should presume to question its validity

future.

in the Capital, with

it

A

But the advantages, which the Spanish ca
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might have derived from these measures, were more
than counterbalanced by the public distribution of
honours and rewards amongst the Europeans who
had been concerned in the:deposition of Itarrigi-
ray.* It renewed all the feelings of irritation which
the tevent. itself had excited, both in the Provinces
and in the Capital, and was turned to great account
by tl'le friends of the Independent cause.
mdealgo remained in quiet possession of Guini-
JllfifD lmtll the 10th of October, when he set out
with his whole army for Villddolid, partly from a
report that Cilléjd was approaching, and partly to
put a stop to the ravages, which a- licentious life
and 5 almost habitual state of drunkenness Were:
producing amongst his followers : Vallado]i:i -was

: abandoned by the Bishop, and most of the Spaniards

;)_]n :1:) ]:pproach ; and no resistance being attempted
e took quiet possession of the t, ' ,
R e town on the 17th of
nmlrlllsI army had increased so emormously on the
(;0 o and during his stay at Gudndjuatd, that it

nsisted of nearly fifty thousand men. Hidalgd made
ﬁﬂll:le valuable additions to this force at Villidolid
}!;_V ti:re he was joined by the regiment of Provincial mi:

13, and the dragoons of Michdican, both, armed,

#

mm::);:‘slt 1}01: be forgotter.l that the Mexicans considered the

o th. rnliga:ay o 1de.ant1ﬁed with their own. That the Au-

g ought so likewise, may be seen by the * Representa-
s paragraphs 26 to 34.—Vide Appendix.

t Michoacan i . :
b, is the Indian name for the Province (now State)
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and well equipped : but a greater acquisition still
‘was Don José Maria Morelos, Cura of Niictipétird,
an old college friend of Hidalgo, and one, of whose .
talents he was so well -aware, that he immediately
gave him a commission to command in chief on the
whole South-Western line of coast. The confidence
which Morelos showed in his own resources by ac-
cepting this commission, and setting out, accompa-
nied only by five servants armed with old muskets,
with a promise to take Acapulco within the year, is
the more worthy of notice, as the event proved it 0
be well-founded. But as we shall have occasion
hereafter to trace the progress of this extraordinary
man, who proved one of the most distinguished cha-
racters of the Mexican Revolution, I must confine
myself at present to Hidalgo. : 4
On the 19th of October the army left Vaillido-
lid, and on the 28th, reached Toliicd, a town within
twelve leagues of the Capital. :
Vénegis had found means to collect about 7000
men in, or near Mexico, whom he stationed, in the
most advantageous manner, for the defence of the
town, with the exception of a small corps of obsers
vation which he sent out, on the Tdliica road, undm
the command of Colonel Triixills, assisted by Do
Augustin ftirhids, then a Lieutenant in the Spanish
service. ~ This corps was defeated by Hidalgd and
Allend, on the 30th of October, at Lis Cl’flﬂ_ésfi-‘:
pass in the chain of mountains which separates the
valley of Mexico from that of Tolucd, where Trul"
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illo had taken up a position. The only remar'ka-
ble circumstance that took place duriﬁg the action
was the fact of an insurgent officer, with a flag of
truce, having been encouraged by Triixillo to ap-
proach his lines until he came close to the ranks
when a general discharge was ordered, by which he:
was killed, with those who accompanied him. This
act ;of treachery was boasted of by Truxillo in his
official report of the engagement, and approved b
the Viceroy, who thus gave his sanction to the prin)i
(ciple, that none of the ordinary rules of war were to
be observed with the Insurgents. Vénggis, however.
was so much alarmed at their success an near ap:
p.roacb, that he had again recourse to the supersti-
tion of'the people, as the best method of preserving
ttanqm]]ity. The image of the Virgin of los Rémé-
dids was brought in great pomp, from a little vil-

lage where it was usually kept, to the Cathedral of

the Capital, where Vénggds went in full uniform to
pay ‘his respects to it; and, after imploring the
Vn'gfn to take the Government into her own hands
terminated his pathetic appeal to her by layin at’
her feet his staff of command. i
_A 'gammg account was published, on the followin

day, of- the action of Las Cruces, where Truxi]lf
:::,s sl:nd to have obtained a decided advantage,
m:.lg .cu'cumstances. had afterwards obliged him to
gibledl:,—a tem which was rendered but too intelli-
andtii : y the melancholy condition, in which both he
: 15 troops entered the capital. Every preparation

D e —— ——
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was however made for defence, and the approach
of the Insurgents was hourly expected: but Hidal
go, after advancing within sight of Mexico, retreat-
ed without risking an assault. His conduct has
been attributed to cowardice by some, and by
others, to a wish to spare the Capital the horrors of
being taken by storm ; but I conceive that neither
of these reasons was the true one: Hidalgo had
given too many proofs of a daring spirit, for any one '
to suspect him of want of courage; and as to the
excesses which might have been committed had hes

succeeded in entering Mexico by assault, he would -

have considered them as unavoidable evils, buf
which could not, for an instant, be set against the
advantages which the country would derive from
the termination of the contest by so decisive a blows
The fact is, that he had not calculated upon the
Viceroy's being able to assemble so considerable'#;-f
force. His. Indians were discouraged by the losses
which they had sustained in the battle of Las
Criicds, where, from their total ignorance of th,é
nature of artillery, they had charged Truxillo’s gun&v.
and tried to stop the mouths of them with thdf
straw hats, until hundreds had perished by the
discharge. He foresaw that they would never ﬁ
brought to face the batteries, which V&négds had
erected : his whole army, too, had fallen into a staﬁ@&i':?
of greater confusion than -ever, during the mal'chﬁ:
and, on examining his supplies of ammunition, ﬁ@l’
found that there was a very great scarcity both 0‘*
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powder and ball.  In addition to these cogent rea-
sons for not advancing, a courier was intercepted,
with dispatches from Calleja, who had already
reached Quérétird on his way towards the Capital;
so that there was every reason to suppose that he
would push on by forced marches, and inclose the
besiegers between his own force, and that of the
Viceroy. To avoid this danger Hidalgo commenced
his retreat, much to the dissatisfaction of Allende,
his second in command ; but his measures were so
dadly taken, that one might almost imagine him
to have sought the peril from which he was endea-
vouring to escape. After a march of six days, his
advanced guard, most unexpectedly, fell in with
fialleja’s outposts, who, on their side, were equally
ignorant of the approach of the Insurgents. Calleja’s
troops’ were composed principally of Creole regi-
ments. His cavalry was commanded ‘by the Conde
de la Cadena; and his army possessed all the ad-
w'mtages that superior discipline and arms could
gnte; but it remained to be seen what effect the
appearance of their countrymen, fighting for a
cause, in which all Mexicans were equally interested,

A might produce upon their minds.

.Thi-s great question was decided, on the Tth of
November, 1810, in the plains of Actled. Officers
who were present at the action have assured me
?hat- the troops were wavering when they wen;
l!fto the field ; and that, if Hiaalgo had prevented
his men from beginning hostilities, it was more than
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questionable whether they would have been brought

to fire. But the Insurgents, stmck with terrorat the

appearance of a regular army going through itsevolu-

tions in perfect silence, and beginning to advance
upon them in’ five separate columns, dispersed in the
greatest confusion at their approach, and began firing
at random upon all who came within their reach.
This was an insult with which the Creole Regulars
were so irritated, that they.were even more eager
than the Spaniards in the puysuit ; and, from this

moment, their line, throughout the carly part of

the Revolution, was decided. For many years, they
were the chief support of the cause of Spain, and
the most inveterate enemies of the Insurgents; nor
was it until the declaration of Itiirbidé, in 182k
that they espoused the cause of Mexican Indepen-
dence. One cannot but admire the dexterity with
which this feéling in favour of the Mother country,
was -created, and kept up. - The very men who
enabled Cillgji to gain the battles of Aciiled and”

Cildéron, would, under less skilful management, |

have put an end to the contest at once, by siding
with their countrymen.*

e

|

* Vide Representation of Audiencia, paragraph 38, in whl&
Cilleja is termed « a General, whose consummate skill cons
verted into invincible soldiers, men who, under any other d@*‘
rection, would have turned against their General, and theit”
Country ;" that is, (in dispassionate language,) men, who, if le 3
to themselves, would have joined Hidalgo instead of Calm
and fought for the Independence of Mexico, instead of againﬁfﬂﬂi"‘!

o
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Ten thousand Indians are said to have perished
at Actile6; but Hidalgo and most of his officers
found means to escape, and, after collecting as many
of the fugitives as they could, effected a hasty
retreat to Villidohid. Allends, having separated
from his companions, took the road to Guidndjuato
with the intention of defending the town; but,
finding that he had not forces sufficient again to
meet Calleja, by whom he was pursued, he evacua-
ted the place on his approach.

Much has been said of the atrocities committed
by this general, on his entry into that unfortunate
city. Iam far from wishing to palliate them, but
t??ere was, undoubtedly, a circumstance, which fur-
nished him with a plea for any severities that he
chose to exercise. Two hundred and forty-nine
@m?pe?ns, who had escaped from the massacre at
Alhondigd, when Hidalgs took it, or were found
afterwards concealed in' the neighbourhood, were
left there by him as prisoners. The populacej furi-
ous at seeing themselves deserted by A.lléndé’ in a
paroxysm of rage flew to the fort, in which ’these
uni:ertunate men were confined, and, in spite of the
resistance made by several resi)ectable Creoles,
many of whom were wounded in attempting to op-
pose them, most inhumanly massacred all the E-
soners, T.his horrible act was perpetrated on lihe
;:l’y morning that Cillgjd entered the town; and

Was upon receiving intelligence of it, that his

troops were  ordered to give no ' quarter. This




