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indigo plantations of S&n Salvidor, (in Guatemala,)
which produce annually 12,000 tercios, or 1,800,000
1bs.- of indigo, valued at (2,000,000 of dollars,) there
is reason to suppose that the plant might be culti-

vated there with great success; but for this, as for :

every thing else in Mexico, time is requisite. The
resources of the country cannot be developed in

a day; and whatever the future capabilities of Ta-

basco may be, it is now one of the poorest states
of the Federation.

CACAO.
Cacava quahuitl.

It is from Mexico that both the use, and the
name of chocolate, (Aztec chocolatl,) were borrowed,
and introduced into Europe; but the cacao of
SocOniiscd, (in Central America,) from its superi-
ority to all others, has entirely supplanted, in Mex-

ico, the use of the cacao of Mexican growth, and

but little attention is, consequently, paid to its cul«
tivation. The plant appears to succeed better
nearer the Equator, in the low hot grounds of
Ciraccis, Guiitémali, and Gudyaquil, where it is
now grown to a great extent. From all of these
Mexico - draws an annual supply: but there are

still some plantations of cacao near Colimd (on the |

Western coast,) in the Isthmus of T¢huatépéc, and
in the State of Tabasco, where it appears, by the

statistical report of 1826, to form an article of con- -
siderable importance. Like indigo, it is supposed -
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to have been originally an indigenous plant, but
the principal plantations are new found on the
banks of rivers, or in districts liable to be annually

- overflowed, (tierras anegadizas,) in which the cacao

tree thrives best. The number of trees now under
cultivation is not known, but the average annual
produce is stated not to be less than 15,000 cargas,

~ of 60lbs. each.

COTTON.

Cotton was found amongst the indigenous pro-
ductions of Mexico, at the time of the conquest,
and furnished almost the only clothing used by the
natives. The cultivation has been since. much neg-
lected, and the art of imparting to it the brilliant
colours so common amongst the Auztecs, entirely

lost. Up to the close of the Iast century, however,

the annual value of the cotton manufactures of the
country was estimated at five millions of dollars.
They are now gradually disappearing, as the supply
of European manufactures becomes more abundant,
and will probably cease to exist in the course of a
few years; but the raw material, by- which they
were supplied, may become of the greatest impor;
tan.ce, if the Cotton plantations be kept up as an
article, not of home consumption, but of exportation
for the foreign market. The Mexicans are not yet
aware of all the advantages which they might derive

frt?m this change, or of the facility with which it
might be effected. g
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Throughout the United States, Cotton is a plant .‘

of annual growth ; the frost destroys it, and every
year the labour of clearing the ground, and forming
a fresh plantation, must be undertaken anew.

In the Tierra caliente of Mexico, nothir;g of the

kind is required ; the tree propagates itself, and the

only attention requisite, on the part of the proprie-‘

tor, is to prevent the ground from being overrun by

the multiplicity of other plants, which the profuse

vegetation of the Tropics is continually calling into

existence.
There are still considerable Cotton plantations

upon the Western coast, and in the vicinity of the

River Naziis, in Diirangd, from whence the Cotton
spinners of Zacitacds, SHltills, and San Luis, are

supplied with raw material for their Tapalos (shawls)
and other domestic manufactures.

The price of cotton on the Table-land has been =
hitherto, very high, from the expense of carriage;
for, until very lately, a cotton gin (simple as the
invention is) was unknown in any part of the
country, and the cotton Wwas sent from the place
where it was grown, to the nearest manufacturing
district, without being even separated from the =
seeds, much less cleaned, or pressed, or, submitted to :
any of those processes by which the bulk is usually

- reduced.. But this state of things cannot last; and |
where the remedy is so easy, and the advantages s0
great, it is impossible that public attention should
not, speedily, be turned to an object of so much
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interet.st, not only to Mexico, but to all the manu-
facturing countries of the Old World. Twenty-five
_thousand Arrobas of Cotton is the utmost that has yet
been exported from Veracruz in the year; but t);le
supply must increase with the demand, since no
great exertion or capital are required to produce it
In .Texas, Austin’s colony already makes lare:
remittances of cotton to New Orleans ; and I douit
not that this branch of agriculture will soon be
every where duly appreciated. sides;
; In the United States, the production of cotton
increased, (according to Humboldt,) in six years
(from 1797 to 1803,) in the ratio of three hundred’
and seventy-seven to one.

Were it possible to communicate a very small
portion of similar activity to Mexico, the effect
}1pon her external trade would be considerable ; for.
in 1.8245, the value of the cotton exported fl"OI;l th(;
Ufuted' States, amounted to 21,947,404 dollars
(vide Mellish’s United States,) one-tenth, or even,
one-twentieth part of which would form ’no unim-

_portant item in the exports of a country, which, at

fre'sent, is forced to cover the amount of its impor-
atlons? almost entirely with cochineal and bullion.

VANILLA.—( Epidendrum . Vanille.)

pla::lslsv:.sthone : of the endless variety of parasitic
y Was, 101 which the forests of Vérdcruz abound.
o ding. thought fo be confined, almost entirely,

e district of Misantld, at the foot of the moun-

tain of Quilaté, (in Veri
, (in Vérieruz,) and icini
. : ) to the vicinity of
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the village of Teiitild, in the state of Odixacd 3 but
it has recently been discovered in great abundance
in Tabasco, upon the mountains near the coast,
where, during the last two years, some hundreds
of millares have been collected, with every proba-

+ bility of a farther increase. In Oixacd and Verd-

cruz, the cultivation is entirely in the hands of the
for a shoot

Indians.® It is a very simple process,
of the Vanilla, when planted at the foot of the tree
destined to support it, requires 1o other care than
to be freed, occasionally, from the hardier creepers,

by which its progress is impeded. It gives fruit

the third season, and continues t0 produce for thirty,
or forty, years without interruption. The pods are
sold by the Millar, or thousand, subdivided into =
mazos, or packets of fifty pods each. To preparé
these for the market, the Vanilla is dried for some
hoursin the sun, and then wrapped in woollen cloths,
to sweat it ; after which it is again exposed t0 the
sun, dried, and packed up.

There are several different qualities of Vanilla,
designated as Grande fina, Chica fina, Zacate,
Rezacate, and Basura. The best of these sold, be-
fore the revolution, at Veracruz, for about forty-four
dollars a Millar, from nine to eighteen hundred of

which were exported annually.

JALAP.
Convolvulus Jalape.

This drug takes its name from the town of
Jalapa, in the vicinity of which it is found.
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o eItils; the :‘100; of a parasitic plant, with leaves like
vy, and a red flower, which h
' . ! as the pro
ofhshunnmg the light, and opening only a}’: tﬂel:z
whence the French name for it, Belle de nuit ’?‘h;

quantity expol,ted PO
eracruz s
three thousand quintals. z seldom exceeds

COCHINEAL.

Cochineal i
ut (:};neal 1s another of those precious production
! ;: . ature seems to have bestowed, almost em:luS
thve y, upon Mexico; for the insect which ,bear;
ki:dsan;e name in the .Brazils is of a very inferior
Sﬂsztret ;s (tihz:;’;1 knc{!)wn by the naturalists as Grana

, and the dye extracted from it is nei
M 1t 1s neith

;;' brllh.ant, m?r so durable, as that of the Grane:

s e1tna, ;}}th (Tu}vhwh Mexico supplies the European mar
g e Grana Fina, at its utmost ;
iy " growth, resem-
bles a bug in size and colour, with the exceptiossmf

: ., . 0

:i mealy, or whitish powder, through which the

d.nﬁs, o;' cross stripes on the back of the insect, are
istinctly visible: The female al ’

dye; the males ar i it
i e smaller, and one i

cientfor three hundred females. Sl

; eA.ccordung to Humboldt, thé insect is bred on a
P me's of Cactus, (opuntia, or Indian fig,) the frui

of which is white. R

ce:h; Cocl?ineal feeds only upon the leaf. The pro

m-uc ;d.gazllng it is complicated, and attended with
ifficulty : the leaves of the No

‘ { pal, on which th

seed is deposited, must be kept free fro:n all extranee

G 2 ;
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ous substances, and in the Cochineal districts the
Indian women are seen bending over them for
hours together, and brushing them lightly with a

squirrel’s tail.
In a good year, one pound of Semilla,
*upon the plant in October, will yield, in December,

twelve pounds of Cochineal, leaving

deposited

quantity of seed behind to give a second crop in

May.
The plantations of the Cochineal Cactus are confi-
ned to the district of La Mistéca, in the State of Odx-

sci. Some of these Haciendas de Nopalés contain

from fifty, to sixty, thousand plants, arranged in lines,
like the Aloes in the Maguey plantations which I
have already described, and cut down to a certain

height, in order to enable the Nopaleros to clean

them more easily.
~ In the year 1758, a government registry office

was established at Oixacd, in consequence of the
complaints of some English merchants, who had re-

ceived cargoes of adulterated Cochineal, in which all

the Cochineal produced in' the province was ordered
to be examined and registered. By the official re-
turns which I possess, it appears that the value of

the Cochineal entered upon the books of this office

up to 1815, was 91,308,907 dollars, which, upon fif<

ty-seven years, gives an average of 1,601,910 dol-
lars per annum, without making any allowance for

contraband, which has always been carried on to the
amount of nearly half a million more. The number

a sufficient «
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of pounds collected during the same time Wwas
87,885,1041bs. ; so that the price current upon the
spot, avef'aged two dollars, three and a half reals, a
pound ; it has varied, however, from six, to thirt,y-
four reals, and has even risen from six, to twenty-
four, in the same year. : .
" The annual registered exportation of Cochineal
from Veracruz, has amounted, according to the Con-
sulado reports,. during a term of twenty-five years
(from 1796 to 1820 inclusive,) to 34,316,961 dolj
lars, being the value of 852,843 Arrobas of Cochi-
neal; which gives an average of 1,572,678 dollars
and 14,113 Arrobas upon each year. The total re:

. gistered produce of O#dxici being, as we have seen,

37,835,1041bs. (1,513,404 Arrobas,) on a term of
fifty-seven years, which gives 26,550 Arrobas, as the
va?rage of each year, it becomes evident, that an il-
hat.trade, to an enormous extent, must have been
carried on; as the difference between the produce
and the exportation, would give 12,437 Arrobas as
thf: annual home consumption of Mexico, where, cer-
tainly, not half that number of pounds are emplo}ed
If, therefore, it be supposed that one-Fourth more is.
produced in Oaxaca than is registered, an allowance
of at least one-Third must be made for contraband
upon the coast. - This would give 1,830,237 dollars
as the value of the exportations, (taliing 1,372,678
dollars as the average of the registers ;) while the,pro-
duce, adding one-fourth, as before stated, to the ave-
rage registered value on fifty-seven years, (1,601,910
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87 dollars, which bears
ortation, and at which I
think that the cochineal
fairly be estimated.
much higher, (two

dollars,) would be 2,002,3
a fair proportion to the exp:
am consequently inclined to
annually raised in Mexico may

Many are disposed to rate it

millions and a half of dollars,) but as Iam not in
sion of any data that warrant this supposition, *

posses

I shall confine myself to the calculation given above,

in which I am borne-out by positive facts. The crop
is divided into three classes,—Grana, Granilla, and '

to which may be added, Zacatilla,

Polvos de Grana,
er crop in the Misteca,

the name given to the Decemb

the quality of which is thought to be superior to that

of the others.
WAX.

The great consumption of wax in the church

ceremonies
tance. Some attention is paid to it in
of Yicitan,
six and seven hundred hives,

But Mexico imports annually a large quantity, -
(from two to three thousand Arrobas,) which, now
that the direct trade with the Havanna is closed,

are _introduced principally through New Orleans.

Mexico possesses,

cenders this an article of much impor-
the Peninsula

where there are Colmenares, containing 1

in addition to the productions
which I have passed in review, Tabascan pe'ppelz-,-.
( Pimienta malaguetd, ollainada,) which  grows wild
throughout that State, and is collected in the months {
of July and August; Campeche log-wood, Mahog: {
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any, equal to that of St. Domingo or Cuba, and

thous::md other varieties of timber, of th,e m :
bfaautlful and variegated kinds. All these have be::s
hlf:hef'to, neglected, nor is there yet a single sa .
n.ull in the Tierra calientes, in which they ire ri:-
cq.Jally ff)und; but the States are endeavom-inp t-
hring Thls branch of national industry into actig't .
by fitting up with native woods the halls of (‘;)Y:
gress, and other public offices, which ha.ve b -
established under the New System. -

Pearls are found in abundance on the weste
coast, and particularly in the Gulph of Californil:
(v;here, although the diving-bell has failed, the nativc;

vers are by no means unsuccessful.

.Few countries are richer than Mexico in domestic -
:mmals., the horned cattle, sheep, pigs, goats aulc(l:
illt)l'ses, mtroduc(.ed by the Spaniards, have ﬂom"ished

every part of her territory, and multiplied to such
a dIegree that their numbers are now incalculable .
her(llls 'Il"z}l()as, iilalifornia, and the Indian country, vast
s nw . m the forests, and even in the inte-
e t;n er both of .-horses and cattle kept on
s, e large Haciendas is hardly known.
oy zory .of' ;the degenerat_ion of European
i beaut.fmenca 1s totally unfounded. As Hum-
i ifully expresses it, “ since the facts alléged
oo n carefully examined, naturalists have dis-
s proofs of harmony, where the eloquent writ

nounced only contrasts.” ”

T ican
he wool of the Mexican sheep is supposed to be
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of ‘an inferior quality, but I am inclined to attribute
its defects more to neglect, an
abundance of the Cactus, and other thorny shrubs, in
the plains where the great flocks of the Interior are

- fed, than to any pecu]iarity in the climate.
Wherever due attention is paid to the subject,
and care taken to preserve the fleece from injury,

the quality seems to improve, and the price rises from

ten, or fourteen reals, to twenty-four, and twenty-

eight reals, per Arroba. This is the case at Quére-

tird, with what is termed the Lana de chinchorro, of
which I shall have occasion to speak in the account
of my journey into the Interior.

The total agricultural produce of Mexico, calcu-
lated by Humboldt upon the ‘Tithes, (on a term of = :

ten years,) with an allowance of three millions of dol-
lars for the Cochineal, the Vanilla, Jalap, Sarsapa-
rilla, and Tabascan peppers which paid no tithes, and
two.millions more for the Sugar and Indigo, upon
which the clergy only received a duty of four per
cent., was found to amount to twenty-nine millions

of .dollars, and thus to exceed, by four millions, the:
ines, from which 4l

annual’ average produce of the m

the wealth of the country was supposed to be prin-

cipally derived. -

Of the present amount it is impossible to form =
any correct estimate, from the state of disorganiza~
tion into which both church, and state, have been’

o
"

thrown by the civil war.

‘But the produce, under less favourable circuin=

d to the too great
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stances, c.:annot be objected to as a criterion of what
may again be ; and, should the country continue in
a state of tranquillity, I am inclined tosthink, that
before the year 1835, the agricultural weal';h of
New 'Spain will be at least equal to that of 1803 -
Wlt‘hout wishing to found any unreasonable .h
!:othems upon the contents of the preceding pageys-
: »
conill)f:seiirl']ssoto me that they warrant® the following
: That Mexico possesses the means of maintaini
in abundance, a population infinitely superior toTlf,
present number of its inhabitants. :
That although, from the peculiar structure of th
coun!;ry, the agricultural wealth of the Table-land .
Tlot likely to be brought into the European maI:ke]ts
it fensures the general prosperity of the interio :
while ‘the cotton, coffee; sugar, and indigo e
and other productions of the Coasts, Willg f,'ozca'o’
the course of a few years, a very eonsiderable -
of exportable commodities. ; -
That these, in conjunction with the cochin al
and the precious metals, must render the exte eai
tr;;lle of New Spain highly interesting to Eilroz:ea'
:} e the amount o.f the population, and the absence’t
manufactures, give to the internal consumpti
of the country an importance, which non fI') »
other New States of America possess. e <
: ill\lfexmo (fontaifls nearly one half of the seventeen
ons' of inhabitants, that are said to compose the
population of the former colonies of Spain, and this
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half possesses, perhaps, the largest share of the
mineral and vegetable riches of the New World.

It is no#, therefore, a mere theory to suppose that -

the progress of such a country must exercise a con:

siderable influence upon the manufacturing industry

of the Old World. .
Of its future consumption, .(as I stated in the

first section,) no estimate can be formed by that of

former times, when its resources were prevented

from developing themselves by the jealous policy of
the Mother country, which will form the subject

of the following section.

Its probable importance may be more easily de-
duced from the facts which I shall endeavour to
embody in the present work, in order to enable my

readers to form their own conclusions upon data,

the authenticity of which I need not add that I
have taken all possible pains to ascertain.
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SECTION IV. .

SPANISH COLONIAL SYSTEM.

UNDER this head, it is my intention to give some
account of the mode in which the Internal govern-
ment of the former Spanish Colonies was carried on,
before the year 1810, and to add a short sketch of
those prohibitory laws with regard to foreign trade,
which formed so marked a feature in the policy of
the Mother country. It is true, that these laws have
ceased to exist, but an acquaintance with them, as
well as a knowledge of the political institutions by
which they were supported, are essential to a right
understanding of the events that have since taken
place; for it is in the complication of abuses, to
which the Old System gave rise, that we must seek
the causes of that Revolution, which has changed the
face of the New World.

With the exception of Brazil, Dutch and French
Guiana, and our present colonies of Demerara and
Esequibo, the Spanish possessions occupied the
whole of South America, the Isthmus of Pinima,
and a portion of the Northern continent, which
extended to the confines of the United States.
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divided into four Vice- siderabl 3
royalties,» Mexico, Peru, Rio de la Plata, (Buenos over a_]le (ﬂzf; rt;r;in::l uencle y it. it
Ayres,) and New Granada ; and five Captain- civil, in all cases where ’thECC:lSmStICﬂl N
general-ships, which comprised the Penipsula of litigation did not exceed etV ue of the object in
Viicatan, Guatémala, Chile, Vindzuela, - and the = and it enjoyed the privilege e: thtmsand. dollars ;*
Jsland of Cuba. The Captains-general, although ly with the sovereign aﬁg “? t}forrESpon.dm_g direct-
holding situations of minor importance, Were inde- Indies; a board crea;ed in 1t1 the Cm'mc:ll of the
pendent of the Viceroys, as were the Viceroys o  ‘and remodelled by Charles": 11n’ llji;iergma“d IL,
: , for the ex-

ases, natural barriers & clusive superintendence of the affairs of the Coloni
olonies.

each other : indeed, in most.c
precluded the possibility of communication. ! At this board :
| rd the King was supposed, constantly, -

The government of each of the Colonies was 0 preside in person; ord
rested in the hands of one of these great servants of emanating from the ,crowsr s and decrees, though
the crown. In Mexico, the Viceroy was endowed cated through it, before the’ were -to be communi-
with all the prerogatives of royalty, and considered law 3 and all projects of ref}’ acquired the force of
as the alter ego of the King himself. The only sanction, before they Cou}dﬂl'r;l Were.to receive its

ty were the Residencias® | cution. e carried into exe-

checks upon his authori
conduct, to which, o The right of communicating directly with thi
is

or legal investigation of his

the King's pleasure, he might be subjected, on his  formidable tribunal, gave, of itsel

hich was seldom, if ever, the Audiencia ; and this :vas li:c?rgaf ‘;fa; weight to
ed by the care

return to Spain, but w
enforced ; and the Audiencia,” or court of appeal with which its
. ' ’ il members were usuall

' y selected, and

.0 dernier resort, With which, as honorar resietl by the pai

T T TEsort, ot y ‘Presey y the pains that were taken to keep th s

dent, he had many means of cultivating a good™ from the natives in interest and f pithens distings

: A . 2 4 an i
understanding.  The Audiencia, however, which | forbidden to intermarry with ZEhngS- They were
7 > i
was composed entirely of Europeans, possessed cons Viceroys and their children ;) a Creole, (as were the
) or to enga 3

: »  oreven to h : gage in trade,

* Qriginally, there were only two Yiceroyalties, (those oiﬁ.‘ e OldAPI'OPEI‘ty in the country in which

Mexico and Peru,) on which all the other colonial establishmen%‘-': o ’ s some compensation, they were
i ed with the vice- -

4 regal power, in the event of

dgpeuded. The abuses to which this system gave rise, led to th il
establishment of @ separate government in New Granada i 4 eVlceroY’s decease, which was held
18 in Venesuelain 1731 i Ohle i 17343 and I Buenos eld by the Regent,

Ayres in 1778. i

This vast territory was

* In this case
an appeal lay to the Council of the Indies.

R
|
|
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or eldest Oidor, until a new viceroy was appointed ;

and enjoyed a number 0
left them but little reason
any of their countrymen as more advantageous,

(even in a pecuniary sense,) than their own. In the

more extensive (Colonies, branches 0
were established in the provinces most remote from

the seat of government,*

dependent jurisdiction, and an appeal lay from them

~ in all cases, to the Audiencia of the capital.
The ¢ Recopilacion de las Leyes de
General collection of the laws of the
name given, in Spanish
rogeneous Mass of statutes, by
Jast three centuries, the deci
were Sup
were, originally, nothing mor
different subjects, emanating from the
the Council of the Indies,
generally unconne
up at last together, an
Jumes. No pains having
duce them toany thing like sys

the most glaring incon

case became the subject 0
the moment of its publication, had the force of 1aw;

it is hardly possible to conceive a more complete

chaos than that presente

tem, they were full of

* Asin Mexico, where thre
Valladolid, Guadajalara, and Chihuahua.

f other privileges, which
to regard the position of

f the Audiencia

but these exercised no ins d

las Indias,” or
Indies, is the ;
urisprudence, o0 that hete=
which, during the =
sions of these tribunals
posed to be determined. These statutes =
e than Decrees upon
King, or from |
often contradictory, and
cted with each other, but bound
d published in four folio vo=
been taken to class, or rés

sistencies ; and, as every new

f a new Decree, which, from

d by the legislative code

e Audiencias were established, ab
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of America. As early as the reign of Charles 111
the decrees not included in the Recopilacion, wem;
more numerous than those which it did contain :
many of these, again, were annulled by others of
a later date ; so that, at last, not even the lawyers

. knew what decrees were in force, which had fal-

len into disuse, and which had been’ suspended
either in their application to particular Provinces’
or to the Colonies in general. The consequence;
of this confusion were such frequent discrepancies

~in the Royal orders, as to render it extremely

difficult, even in the clearest cases, to prevent
the defendant from sheltering himself under the
::;anction of some decree unfavourable to the in-
Jlll:&d party; a ci.rcumstan(':e, which encouraged, not
a h'ttle, that corrupt system of administering jus,tice
which has so long disgraced the Mother country, and’

- which it is almost impossible to correct, where there

im .check from publicity, and where, in the mul-
:;f]hmty, and inconsistency, of the laws themselves
e judge is sure to find a plea f ,
. or th i
injustice. p— e
The special privileges, or Fueros, enjoyed by the

‘different professions, and Corporate bodies, greatly

increased this ponfusion. There were Fueros of the
clergy, vcr‘hich embraced all dignitaﬁes of the church
canons, inquisitors, and their dependents, and ali
?nembef's of colleges ; Fueros of all persons employed
anpubhc offices ; fueros del Consulado, or merchants

ueros ; special lFueros of the militia, the navy, the




!
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and artillery corps ; and. Fueros of the army *
in general. Each of these Fueros exempted those -
who chose to plead it, from the jurisdiction of the :
ordinary authorities, and made them amenable, in all ‘
civil and criminal causes, o the tribunal of the chief
of that corporation, or body, to which they belonged.

In this clash of interests and jurisdictions, the=
the sufferers, as it

engineers

native Americans were usually
increased the difficulty of obtaining redress in any =

dispute with an European, who usually enjoyed @

double, or triple fuero as a merchant, a government

officer, or, at least, as holding some rank in the mi= |

litia.
The municipal establishments, throughout the New
World long retained some vestiges of that spirit of

freedom, and that predilection for popular instifuss

tions, which Charles V. so effectually quelled in thes
Peninsula, upon his accession to the throne. We
can desire no better proof of the importance origie.

nally attached to them, and of the authority Withss

which they were supposed to be invested, than the

fact, that Cortez, when desirous to emancipate him-
self from the jurisdiction of Velasquez, from whom
his original commission for the conquest of Mexico
emanated, could devise no better method of effecting
his purpose, than by forming a Cabildo, or Muni_cip#?
lity, for the infant settlement of Veracruz, into
whose hands he resigned the commission, which he

held of the Governor of Cuba, and from whom h!@:.z
received, in return, authority to act as Generalissimé-;g
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until the Emperor’s pleasure should be known. The
Regidorgs and Alcaldes, who composed the Munici-
palities, (Ayuntamientos,) were originally elected b
‘the inhabitants of each town; and though the in}:
stitution was soon perverted, it was always looked
:up to with affection, and respect, by the people, who
regarded the members of the Cabildo as their n;tural
protectors : and such they almost invariably proved ;
for they were connected with them by a thousan(i
ties, which the higher officers of state were forbidden
to form; and by a community of interests, which
could not exist between the Europeans, and an
class of the Natives. At the commencement of thi
reyolution, the Cabildos becanie; every where, the
e of the people, and the great advocates of ’their
rlg.Ift to an Independent, Provisional government
t}unng the absence of the King: indeed, it was the’
hm? which they took, in opposition to the Audiencias
which were devoted, of course, to the European in-’
terest, that first brought matters between the Creoles
and the Mother country to a crisis. It is remarkt
able that this spirit should have been so long pre-
se.rved, amidst the changes of form to which the in-
stitutions had been subjected. In Mexico, until the
establishment of the Constitution in Spain,’ in 1812
tfle privilege of election was merely nominal. Thé
?ltuations of Alcalde, and Regidor, were, in fact
ﬁut up to auction, and disposed of to the best bid:
er. In some parts of the country, they were even

made use of as 1
an inducement to engage
eople
YOL. 1. H ————




