MEXICO IN 1827.

BOOK I

SECTION 1.

BOUNDARIES.—GEOLOGICAL STRUCTURE.
CLIMATE.

THE Republic of Mexico, which comprises the
whole of the vast territory formerly subject to the
Vice-royalty of New Spain, is bounded to the East
and South-east by the Gulph of Mexico and the
Caribbean Sea; to the West by the Pacific; to the
South by Guitémald, which occupies a part of the
Isthmus of Darien; and to the North by the
United States.

The exact line which separates the provinces of
Las Chidpis and TabascS from the territory of
Guitémald, has not yet been fixed, but is at present
the subject of amicable discussion between the two
governments. To the North, the frontier is defined,
with sufficient exactness, by the treaty of Washing-
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ton,* the validity of which, since the declaration neither of the two governments possesses the slightest
of Independence, has been tacitly acknowledged authority. With the exception of a narrow belt of
both by Mexico, and the United States. missions in New California, on the Western coast,

According to the third article of this treaty, the which terminates with the port of San Francisco
boundary line between Mexico and Louisiana (then in lat. 86, and the isolated province of New
ceded by Spain to the United States) commences Mexico, the capital of which (Santa Fé) is situated
with the River S#bin#, which runs into the Gulph in the same parallel as San Francisco, the whole
of Mexico, about lat. 29, West long. 94, and follows country contained between 28° and 42° of North
its course as far as its junction with the Red River latitude, is unappropriated by any white popula-
of Natchitoches, which then serves to mark the tion, and almost unknown; and centuries must
frontier up to the 100th degree of West longitude, | elapse before the civilization of America can in-
where the line runs directly North to the River crease sufficiently to give it any value. It will,
Arkansas, which it follows to its source, in the probably, be one of the last strong holds of man
42d degree of North Jatitude, from whence another I in a semibarbarous state; for it is in this direc-
direct line is drawn (immediately upon the forty- = tion that the Indians, who have been driven from
second parallel) to the coast of the Pacific; thus = the valley of the Missisippi by the rapid emi-
dividing between the two rival republics the whole grations, which have taken place, during the last
Northern continent of America, with the exception twenty years, from the old Atlantic Anglo-Ame-
of the British Colonies. rican states, are now retiring.*

A reference to the accompanying map will ex- ¢ On the North-eastern frontier the case is diffe-
plain this seemingly complicated arrangement, §  rent, for there the rich and beautiful province of
which at present is of but little importance, except Texas might prove a source of contention, did not
with regard to the Eastern coast ; as between the ! the two governments wisely determine to remove
frontier established, and the last settlements of the all motives of difference, by abiding by that arrange-

. ¢ J .
Americans and Mexicans to the North an(.i ‘Ve?t' 8 * Should any of my readers wish for information respecting
vast space intervenes, tenanted only by Indian tribes, the mode in which these Western settlements have been con-

ke nver ye been subdued, and over whom ducted, and the extraordinary manner in which they have
thriven, I can refer them to Flint’s *“ Journal of a Ten Years’

the 22d February, 1819, by Mr. Residence in the Valley of the Missisippi;” which, although

o M Pl then Spanish Minister at Washe ?Vl‘ltte‘n in a most uncouth style, is both an interesting and
instructive work.

# This treaty was signed on

ington. i
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ment, to which (directly or indirectly) each has
already given its consent.

It will be perceived, by this sketch of the Mex-
ican territory, that, at the two most distant points of
SSE. and NN.W. (the southern extremity of
Yiiciitan, and the boundary line, where it runs into
the Pacific,) it extends over twenty-seven degrees
of latitude, or 1876} English statute miles.¥ Its
greatest breadth is in the parallel of 30 N. lat. where,
from the Red River (Rio Colorado) of Texas, to
the coast of Sonord, Humboldt gives the distance
at 364 leagues, of twenty-five to the degree.

Nothing can be more imperfect as yet, than
our acquaintance with this vast country. Few even

of the principal towns and rivers are correctly laid
down, and consequently not even the elements of

a good map exist.

Humboldt has done much to-

wards correcting the errors which prevailed before
his time, but his personal observations were con-
fined to a comparatively small circle, and upon those

of others he could not rely.

A little time, however,

will now add considerably to our stock of informa-
tion ; for amongst the foreigners who are at present
exploring the Mexican territory, there are some

scientific men, who employ their Jeisure hours in |

taking ‘observations, and tracing their route through

the various parts of the country, which their avoca- -

tions oblige them to visit.*

* 1 allude particularly to Captain Vetch, Director of the Real
del Monte Companj, and Mr. Glennie, one of the Commissioners
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The result of their inquiries, when combined with
the statistical information which the governments
of the different States are labouring to collect, and
the military surveys of the Estado Mayor, will
be extremely valuable; and many years will, pro-
bably, not elapse, before the interior of Mexico will
be as well known as that of most countries in the
Old World.

The territory of Mexico presents, according to
Humboldt, a surface of 118,478 square leagues, of
twenty-five to the degree; but this estimate does |
not include the space between the Northern extre-
mity of New Mexico and SGnord, and the boundary
line, as fixed more recently by the treaty of Wash-
ington, the extent of which is not yet well ascer-
tained. Thirty-six thousand five hundred square
leagues, comprising the states of Zicitecds, Gud-
dilajarg, Guiindjuatd, Vallidolid, Mexics, La
Pueblii, Véricruz, O:ixacii, and Meridd, are within
the Tropics, or, what is usually denominated, the
torrid zone; while New Mexico, Diirangd, New
and Old California, Sonord, and a great part of the
old Intendancy of San Luis P5tdsi, containing, in all,

of the United Mexican Association, both of whom have been
indefatigable in their researches. Captain Vetch has nearly
completed a very valuable map of the interior of the country;
and Mr. Glennie possesses a series of observations, taken by
himself, which extend from Oixaci, (100 leagues to the S.W.
of Mexico,) to Chihuahu#, and Giiaymis, a port on the northern
extremity of the Gulph of California.
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82,000 square leagues, are without the Tropics, or
under the temperate zone. The whole extent of
the Republic is equal to one-fourth of Europe, or
to France, Austria, Spain, Portugal, and Great Bri-
tain, put together; and the difference of latitude
alone, on so enormous a surface, would naturally
have the effect of causing considerable changes in
the temperature of the more distant points.

It is not, however, to this circumstance, so much
as to the peculiarity of its geological structure, that
* Mexico owes that singular variety of climate, by
which it is distinguished from most other countries
of the world.

To this I must call the particular attention of my
readers, as, without a right understanding of its
causes, a great part of the present sketch would
prove unintelligible.

The Cordillera of the Andes, after traversing the
whole of South America and the Isthmus of Pd-
niima, separates into two branches on entering the
Northern continent, which, diverging to the East and
West, but still preserving their direction towards the
North, leave in the centre an immense platform, or
Tableland, intersected by the higher points and
ridges of the great mountain chain by which it is
supported, but raised, in the more central parts, to
the enormous height of seven thousand feet above
the level of the sea.

This elevation it loses, in part, on its ‘approach
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to the North, by ‘the gradual disappearance of the
Eastern branch of the Andes, which sinks nearly
to alevel with the ocean, about the 26th paral-
lel of North latitude, as if to make way for those
mighty rivers by which Texis, Louisiana, and the
Floridis are watered : but to the West, the Cordil-
lera continues in an almost uninterrupted line,
through Diirangd and Sonori, towards the frontiers

. of the United States, where it splits into various

ramifications, until its course is lost in the unknown
regions of the North. :

Upon the whole of this Table-land, the effect of
geographical position is neutralized by the extreme
rarification of the air; while upon the Eastern and
Western declivities it resumes its natural influence
as it approaches the level of the sea, until the strip
or belt of flat country which extends from the base
of the Cordillera to the ocean, is subject to the same
degree of heat as that which prevails in the East or
West Indies, or aﬁy’other country similarly exposed
to the rays of a tropical sun.

Thus Méxicd, Guindjuats, Zdcdtecds, and the
other great towns upon the central plateau, enjoy a
temperature entirely different from that of Vérdcriz,
Tdmpico, Acz‘ipﬁlcé, and Sin Blas, which are situ-
ated nearly in the same parallels on the Eastern
and Western coasts; while the intervening space is
filled up with almost every possible modification of
heat. .

On the ascent from Vérdcriiz, climates (to use




10 . MEXICO IN 1827.
Humboldt’s expression) succeed’ each other in
layers, (se suivent par couches ;) and the traveller

passes in review, in the course of two days, the

whole scale of vegetation.

The parasitic plants of the Tropics are exchanged

at a very early period for the evergreen 0ak, and

the deadly atmosphere of Viéricriiz, for the sweet,

mild air of Jdlapd: a little farther, the oak gives
place to the fir; the air becomes mOre piercing 5

the sun, though it scorches, has no longer the same

deleterious effect upon the human frame; .and
With
~ a cloudless sky, and a brilliantly pure atmosphere,
ture, and little Juxuri- -
follow each other in

nature assumes a NEW and peculiar aspect.

there is a great want of mois
ancy of vegetation : vast plains

endless succession, each separated from the rest by |
a little ridge of hills, which intersect the country at ‘

regular intervals, and appear to have formed, at

some distant period, the basins of an immense chain
of lakes. Such, with some slight variations, is the

character of the Table-land from Mexico to Chi-

higahud. Wherever there is water, there is ferti-

lity ; but the rivers are few, and insignificant, in’

comparison with the majestic streams of the United
States ; and, in the intervals, the sun parches, n
liew of enriching the soil. High and barren plains
occupy but too large a portion 0

country, between
nor does nature recover her wonted vigour, until the

streams, which gradually Glter from the Cordillera,

¢ the centre of the
Zacitecds, Diirangd, and S#ltilloy
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are sufficiently formed to dispense moisture on their
passage to the ocean. As the Eastern branch of the
Cordillera disappears, or rather recedes towards the
West, the space fertilized by these streams becomes
more extensive; until in Texas, a country low, but
well wooded, and rich in beautiful rivers, takes the
place of the dreary Steppes of the interior.
vThe Rio Grande de Santiagd, which traverses the
Biixis, and empties itself into the Pacific, near
San Blas, and the Rio Bravo del Norte, which enters
thfz Gulph of Mexico in 26 North lat., are the two
principal rivers of the Table-land: the last, indeed
hardly merits that title, as it pursues its cours;
s Part of the country where the Eastern Cor-
dillera is lost;* but the first rises in the very
f::ntre of IYIexico, and the district through which
1W Oﬁzsjseb is amongst the richest of the known
Humboldt gives 25 degrees of the centigrade
thermometer (or 76 of Farenheit) as the mean
he.zit of the coast, and 17° centigrade '(64e Fare
heit) as that of the Table-land. But, in a coun!:tr'l -
so'extensive as Mexico, any general theory u oi
thls. subject must be liable to great exceptigns
A situation, so sheltered as to give additional for .
to the reflected rays of the sun, or too much eCe
posed to the winds of the North-west, which swe: -
the country, at times, with incredible violence; };

PR
= It rises at the foot of the mountains of Sierra Verde, and
erses a space of 512 leagues before it reaches the Gulph,
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nearer approach to the Pacific side, (where the air
is perceptibly milder ;) the want, or abundance, of
water ; all these are circumstances which affect the
temperature in the most opposite manner, even at
the same height, and in the same parallel ; and
thus render it impossible, by the standard of eleva-
tion alone, to form any exact idea of the climate
of the Table-land. Humboldt mentions the valley
of Rio Verde, where sugar is raised with success
at near four thousand feet above the degree of
elevation which previous experiments had induced
him to fix, as productive of the munimum of heat
requisite for its cultivation ; and I have myself seen
a little spot, in the vicinity of Guidildjard, which
presents a similar phenomenon* In addition to
these local peculiarities, which occur without there
being any sensible difference in point of elevation
to occasion them, every little break or descent in
the surface of the Table-land, leads as naturally to
an increase of heat, as the ascent from the coast
does to a diminution of it. The transition is
sometimes extremely sudden, for a deep ravine,
or cinadi, is sufficient to occasion it. Thus, in
the Cifiadd of Quierétdrd, and in the famous Bar-
ranca of Régli, at Real del Monte, both of which
are situated in the centre of the Table-land, and
nearly upon the same level as the Capital, a few
hundred yards change the face of nature entirely.

* The village of Ziipotlinejo ; for an account of which, vide
Personal Narrative, Book 5.
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The luxuriancy of Tropical vegetation replaces the
stunted growth peculiar to the central plateau;
the birds assume a more variegated plumage; the
inhabitants a more relaxed and ‘indolent expres-
sion; and the whole scene the characteristics -of
another world.

The same effects are produced wherever the same
causes occur; and as, on a mountain chain, the
inequalities of the surface are naturally very great, it
is hardly possible to proceed to any distance, either
to the East, or to the West of the Capital, with-
out experiencing these transitions, which sometimes
are met with repeatedly in the course of a single
day. The natives, without inquiring into their
origin, express the fact, by designating these hot,
low ravines, as Tierra Caliente ; a term which always
implies a portion of the country, in which (from
whatever causes) there is a sufficiency of heat to
produce the fruits, and with the fruits, the diseases of
the Tropics. Tierra fria (the cold country) is appli-
ed to the mountainous districts which rise above the
level of the Capital, up to the limits of eternal snow ;
while Tierra templada (the temperate region) em-
braces, in its most general acceptation, all that is not
included under one of the other two divisions. By
many, however, it is thought to apply more par-
ticularly to a climate such as that of Jilapd and
Chilpinzing6, (on the Eastern and Western ascent
from the coast,) both of which are very much below
the level of the Table-land: and I have myself found,
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that whenever applied by the inhabitant of any one =
place to the temperature of any other,

an increase, and not a diminution, of heat.

both would be designated in the same way

ighabitant of Tierra fria, to whose district nature has
that

assigned a degree of warmth much inferior to
of either of the other two.

Notwithstanding the arbitrary manner in which
shall frequently employ
until a baro-

these terms are used, I
them in the course of this work ; for,
metrical survey of the whole country has been exe-
cuted, and the relative height of the principal points
fixed, it would require a tedious explanation t0
give the ideas which the words Tierra caliente,
Tierra templada, are sure to COnvey. In order to
illustrate still farther the peculiar character of the
country, of which I fear that no words can furnish
I subjoin a sketch of Mexico,
without any
may serve to

an adequate idea,
which, supposing it a bird’s-eye-view,
to geographical accuracy,

pretensions
Tierra caliente and

show the relative position of the

the Tableland, and to explain the variety of cli-}

mate in the intermediate space.
The former division of New Spain into what

was denominated the * Kingdom of Mexico,” and
the Eastern ‘and Western Internal provinces, was

it implied
Thus,
Jilapi would certainly be called Tierra templada, |
by a native of Mexico, although Mexico might not |

perhaps be so termed by a native of J alapa; while *
by an

and

never very distinct, and is now of little importance 5
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as the Republic is distributed, under the present
.system, into States, of which the Federal government
is composed. These states are nineteen in number,
and, commence to the South, with the Peninsula
of Yiicitan or Méridi to the East; and Tibdscd

Las Chiapis, and Oixacd to the South and West',
which are followed in regular succession toward;'
the North by Vérdcriiz, Tdmiulipis, San Luis
Potosi, New Lé&on, Cohdhiild, and Téxds, which
con}prise the whole territory to the frontiers of the
UIllt:id States, on the Gulph side: La Puebld

Mézilc(“), Vallidolid, Giiaddldjari, Sonora, ami

Cindlod, the Western extremities of which bor-

d(ir Uon the Pacific; and Querétird, Gilandjniato

Za(fatécés, Diirangd, Chihuahui, and New Mexico’

which occupy the centre of the country, and extend’

b.etween the two oceans, towards the Northern fron:

tler.- Beyond these again, are Old and New Cali-

fornia, (which in some maps is called New Albion,)

and the Indian territory, the extent and inhabi’-
tants of which are almost equally unknown. The

*two Californias and New Mexico are not yet ad-

;mfted to the rank of independent States, their popu-
ation not entitling them to be represented in the
Cox:.lgre?s. Each of the others returns a quota of de
putles,. 11.1 proportion to the number of its inhabitants-
As it is the general character of the countr and.
not that of .particular States, that forms the S{J’bject
::S(::r consideration in the present chapter, I shall
ve for another patt of my work the statistical
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details which I collected during my visit to the Inte-
vior, and proceed to point out here a few of the cir- l
cumstances, by which the fate of Mexico, as a coun- |
try, is most likely to be influenced. ' ’

Nature has bestowed upon her a soil teemmg
with fertility, and a climate, under which a.lmost
every production of the Old, and the New World
finds the exact degree of heat necessary in order to
bring it to perfection. But the pecuhanty of struc-|
ture, in which this variety of climate originates, neus
tralizes, in some measure, the advantages which the
country might otherwise derive from it, by render-
ing the communication between the Table-land and
the coast extremely difficult, and confining, within
very narrow limits, the intercourse of the States in
the interior with each other. On the Table-land
there are no canals, (with the exception of that from
Chalco to Mexico, about seven leagues in extent,)

and no navigable rivers ; nor does the nature of the?

roads allow of a general use of wheel-carriages ; everys

thing is therefore conveyed on mules, from one:

point to another, and this mode of carriage, when:
applied to the more bulky agricultural produce of
the country, increases, enormously, the price of the!

articles of most general consumption, before they?
can reach the principal markets. Thus, in the Ca=
pital, which draws its supplies from a circle of pers
haps sixty leagues, comprising the valley of Mexico

and the fertile plains of Toliicd, as well as the grealy

corn lands of the Bixis aid La Puebld, wheat)
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barley, straw, maize, and \food, are not only dear,
but the supply is uncertain® ; while in the districts
immediately beyond this circle, but which, from
their distance, are excluded from the market, the
same articles are a mere drug, and may be purchased
at a fraction of the price.

The same effect is produced in the vicinity of each
of the great towns of the interior, and more particu-
larly of the mining districts, where, from the number

of animals employed, the demand is very great.
But for the mass of the produce of the country

there is no home-market, and therefore no encou-
ragement for industry, beyond the production of
the mere necessaries of life.

On the Table-land, there is no doubt that this
disadvantage may, to a certain extent, be removed,
and distant points be brought more into contact,
by the establishment of lines of road, traversing
the "country from North to South, or even of ca-
nals, as soon as the civilization and population of
the Republic are sufficiently advanced for -the at-
tempt. The nature of the ground would rather
favour than oppose the project; but to the East,
and West, the obstacles to be overcome are very
serious. On *the Eastern side, particularly, the
descent from the Table-land is so precipitous, that
it appears to me very questionable whether it be
* * Wheat sells for fourteen and sixteen dollars the carga
(3001bs.) ; barley for four or five dollars, according to the sea-

son; charcoal for one dollar, and, in the rainy season, for one and
a-half dollar per arroba (of 25 lbs.)

YOL. I. C




18 MEXICO IN 1827.

possible to construct a road sufficiently good to
open a communication with the coast to the land- |
owners of the Table-land; 1 mean, such a communi= !
cation as would enable them to bring their produce
into the West. Indian, or even the European markets
at the same price as the flour from the United States. g
It is true, that from the extraordinary ratio of in-

and the lowness of wages in Mexico, a

crease,
greater expense in conveyance might be borne

but as the Americans are already in possession of
the market, that expense must be so far Yeduced, as
to lower the price of Mexican wheat, in the first
instance, to something below that, at which it can be.
offered by the farmers of Kentucky, and the Anglos

American Western States.

To ascertain, and accomplish. this,
should be the great object of
ment ; as nothing could have
upon the general interests of the country.

by which Mexico is now supplied with European
return in.ballast, or obtain, with diffi
or coffee ; indé
specie alon€
Baron Hum

(if practiéable,‘ .
the Mexican governs
so immediate an effect
The vessel§

manufactures,
culty, a cargo of Campeche wood,

fault of which, remittances are made in
Roads, if constructed with success, as
boldt, and many other <cientific men, are of opinidl
that they may be, would give quite a differemt
character to trade, by furnishing a mass of ray
produce for exportation, which would, at once,
crease the consumption of the country, (by givinj
a value to property, which has now, comparativ{

it 1
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none,) and the advantages of the foreign merchant
by enabling him to invest his profits immediately in’
a second venture. Towards this, as yet, nothing has
been done. The proposals made by foreign houses of
respectability, in 1825, for the establishment of a line
of roads between Vera Cruz and the Capital, were
not taken advantage of, because the gover;nment
conceived that the mania for foreign investments in
?England would last for ever; and when, in 1826
it perceived its error, no foreign capitalist wonlci
advance a $hilling towards the attempt. With the
exception, therefore, of some temporary imprﬁve-
ments, made by the Real del Monte Company for
the conveyance of its steam-engines, the principal
communication with the coast is now in the same
sta.te'as in 1815, when the great stone-causewa
built by the merchants of Vera Cruz in 1803 w:;
fiestroyed by the insurgents, in order to cut of,f the
intercourse between the Peninsula, and the Spanish
Al}thorities, and merchants, in the Capital. When
this is thoroughly repaired, and continued across the .
Table-land into the vicinity of the corn lands of La
.Puebla, it may be expected to produce a great chan
in .the agricultural prosperity of the country, if tﬁg
opinions of those, who think it possible to briné Mexi
can flour into the Havanna market, ai; a lower rict;
than that of the United States, prove to be correcI:. I

il ‘em myself inclined to question the probability of

Memc? ever finding a source of wealth in the ex-
portation of her Cerealia, or, as it would be termed
c 2
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in the United States, her bread stuffs; and this, not |

i
|
I
|

from any deficiency in the power of producing, to

almost any extent, but from the want of a market ’

for the produce when raised. The consumptlon of

the West Indian Islands is extremely limited, and }

most European nations have been endeavouring, for ‘

some years, to render themselves independent of
external supplies, by growing a sufficiency of corn
for home consumption. The effects which have
been produced already by this system upon the :
United States, prove how little reliante Mexico
can place upon the foreign market. The exports
of bread stuffs from the United States, amount-
ed, in 1817, to 20,388,000 dollars; in 1821, to
5,296,000, (vide Mellish’s United States;) and the
consequence of this sudden falling off would have

been inevitable ruin to the grain-growing states,

had they not, instantly, turned to manufactures the

capital, and the population, which agriculture had }
Jefore employed. But the necessity for doing this, ¥

in a country where internal navigation afforded to

the landowner every facility for disposing of his §

produce, holds out but little encouragement to the
proprietors of a country, where no such facilities

exist, to attempt to bring into the market produce ¥

of a similar description, however well adapted the
nature of the soil may be for its growth.

Ly

Ido not, therefore, conceive that the exportationsﬂ.
of Mexico in corn will ever be very considerable ;&
but in those articles, which we term Colonial pro-*
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duce, for which there is a constant demand in
Europe, and which a large portion of her territory
is so admirably “qualified to produce, she has a
source of wealth as inexhaustible as her mines
themselves. The whole Eastern coast of Mexico,
extending, in length, from the River Guisictialco to
the Northern frontier, and, in breadth, from the
ocean, to that point upon the s]ope of the Cordillera,
at which Tropical fruits cease to thrive, is susceptible
of the very highest cultivation ; nor can any part of
the now exhausted islands sustain a competition
with the fertility of its virgin soil.

The state of Vera Cruz alone is capable of sup-
plying all Europe with sugar. Humboldt estimates
the produce of its richest mould at 2800 kilogram-
mes per hectare, while that of. Cuba does not exceed
1400 kilogrammes ; so that the balance is as two to
one in.favour of Vera Cruz.

Coffee is produced in a ratio almost equally extra-
ordinary. Indigo and tobacco succeed as well, while, .
a little to the North, the state of Texas, which enjoys
nearly the same climate as Louisiana, or South Caro-
lina, is equally well adapted to the growth of cotton,
the great staple of the United States. Mexico can
never want a market for these more precious articles,
to which the attention of the landowners is now
much turned. Immense coffee plantations have
‘been made, during the last four years, in the vici-

"nity of Corddvd and Orizava; cotton has been

planted, to a considerable extent, by the American




